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E Greece 2000, April 1st-8th, 1st-11th or 8th-15th E ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
g - a few places still available - :

i A Flying Paradise! i — - -

: Call for a colour brochure, or check our website | . AGM{*H X

Our Calendar for the rest of 2000 (and beyond) is now ready, 7.30pm

Kicking off with our April jaunt to Tolo in GREECE, which should Clair Hﬂll, Perrymount Rt}ad,

give the participants a "flying start” for the coming season, and q d--- Heath

shaka at least some of your winter cobwebs away (see above for 3)""_"'“ S fiea

dates). (with buffet)

September 16-23 will see us in the FRENCH ALPS, getting in |
some high mountain flying in Chamonix... just the ticket for the ‘
end of the English season.

We'll be back in GREECE on October 14-21 to grab a little more

Flying Paradise! Lots of beautiful scenery and historical sites,

beautiful flying, and loads of other fun activities if the weather is

Your chance to meet your officers
And to have your say

. ¢ . . LF r Y
uncooperative. (ask us for a colour brochure) Inside — “A Day in the Life of a Tandem -Tart
Look out LANZAROTE - we are back in December for the PG Coaching News

Annual Event! More details will come soon, but it should follow

Summary of Committee Meeting

soaring sites to fuel your dreams well into 2001,

SOUTHERN SPAIN: a flying odyssey - we'll be returning to
Hotel California early February 2001. Book early - this is going to
be a popular trip!

SKY SYSTEMS, 66 Woodbourne Avenue, Brighton BN1 8EI ‘ L B
Tel: (01273) 556695 Fax: 566330 E-Mail: skyinfo@skysystems.co.uk SHGC ONLINE WWW.Sth.d@IHOﬂ-CD.uk ‘

skysystems.co.uk




THE SHGC COMMITTEE

President Johnny Cart ..o 01444 471137 johnnycarr@!tillershaw:prestel co.uk
Chairman Paul Coidan ........couervvvnme 01953 6BB2GE .......ccommrurrin paul.coidan@tesco.net

Secretary Brian Brunswick ............... D181 542 8724 .o brian(@skarpsey demon co.uk
Treasurer -1 BT el MR S QI8 942 1481 ... pjdayi@reading | 7 swintemet co.uk
Treasurer's Assistant  Martin Brady ... O1444 233346 i martin. brady@talk2l.com
Membership Sec. Sean Howes ... 0771 54610720 membership@shge deman co,uk
Safety Officer Dave Massie ... 01403 268601 ... .o davemassie(@bigwig net

Site Officer / Aerotowing  Will Greenwood ... ISR R S——— will greenwood@blintermet.com

Site Fee Collector Sue Brooks ... 01273 837163

Chief HG Coach Crzie Haines ..., 01273 418293

Chiel PG Coach Trevor McLoughlin ............ 07747628003 .. cssinsions timcli@eix co.uk

Airspace Michel Camet ..o 01273 536693 ..., - michel cameti@skysystems.co.uk
Competitions PG John Lancaster. ... oo 01273 813482

Competitions HG G red g bl e 01373 418293

Social Secretary Stewart Swanton.............. 01273732219, o w Stewart{@swanton-eng. freeserve.co.uk
COACKES Paragliding CLUB ADDRESS:

Steve Brewer
Adam Goodsell
Jerry Hansen
Jim Hardiman
John Lancaster
Dave Lewis
Michael Lockerbie
Jon Munro
Barry Philpott
Simon Oliphant
Mandy Sharpe

01403 710739
01273 730782
01273 461783
0181 311 0683
01273813482

01273 589787
0181 690 3638
01793852483

01444 482225
0171 476 5490
01273 589787

Stewart Swanton 01273 732219
COACHES Hang Gliding
Richard Arthur 0181 744 3159

Martin Brady
Will Greenwood
Rowan Gilpin
Dzzi Haines
Chris Jones
Kelvin Kincaid
Dave Matthews
Ron Richardson
Eddie Royal

01444 233346
01273 477388
01444 242239
01273 415293
0181 579 2830
01483 428653
01273 857163
01689 856723
0374 289610

PO Box 1359
Brighton

East Sussex
BN2 4AS

CLUB WEBSITE:

www.shgc.demon.co.uk

webmaster@shge.demon.co.uk

WINDSOCK EDITOR:

Stewart Owen

e-mail contributions to:
windsock(@shge.demon.co.uk

Chairman’s Letter

Due to technical problems last month, my letter to you all was not
published. Therefore, so that you do not feel that you have missed
out, [ am using the same one this month.

Just a quick letter this month to advise you of this year’s AGM. It is
to be held on Saturday the 18" March at the Clair Hall, Haywards
Heath. This is the same venue as has been used in previous years, the
full address you will find below. Should any of you have any
proposals you wish to have put on the agenda please forward them to
a committee member. That’s all for now.

Safe Flying Paul .

QCIuh Coach Course .

The “Norfolk Hang Gliding Club” are holding a club coach course
on the 4™ & 5" of March. Anyone who would like to attend this
course should please contact Glyn Charnock by telephone for details,
on either :-

Work 01603 744047 Mobile 0860 955145

There will be a charge of £ 5 per head to cover the hire of the venue.

e

SHGC 2000 AGM
Saturday 18" March
Clair Hall Perrymount Road

Haywards Heath West Sussex

Start time 7.30 pm

If you have any proposals for the AGM please pass them
to a committee member ASAP
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Aerotow News

All quiet on the western front at present, the weather has taken
its toll on aerotowing this winter. However the tug has been
serviced and is ready for action and all the equipment has been
checked, the group hopes to have nearly paid the cost of the
tug/setting up loan(6000.0) by the A.G.M. which is good news.
By the time syndicate renewals are paid in April then the group
will be making the club an income, some of this will be held for
an engine fund ctc. I have plans (o eventually find a
better/quieter tug for dual as well as solo towing.

[ wish everyone a Happy Millenium and will keep you informed
of the group’s progress. Safe Flying, Will.

SHGC February Committee meeting summary

New logo car stickers were shown around. Insulation for
cupboard at Dyke underway by Ozzie. AGM BOOKED, 18
March 7 - 12pm. Site guide still not in PC format, want to
present it at AGM. Concern about AGM notice not getting into
last Windsock. Pilot ratings to go into marshalling rota. Devil's
Dyke site fee increases. Aerotow has now pretty much paid back
the original investment. 10 new members and lots of site fees,
Trophy cabinet popular. Expenditure for year on track.
Shoreham airport expansion under investigation. Committee to
prepare officers summaries of the year,

Dear Windsock........ Letters

Dear editor,

Just out of interest, what were the criteria for the awards

Most Improved Paraglider Pilot, Best Newcomer, Best Novice
XC and Bag Of Washing?

Whe or what made the selection?

Chris Riordan



A DAY IN THE LIFE
OF A TANDEM
TART

It has to be said, it's not a bad
job.

For those of you considering a
career as a tandem paragliding
pilot, it is not easy but if you do
land a job abroad you should
prepare yourself for a hell of a
good time.

Meny years ago I was running
alpine and SIV flying courses in
the French Alps. One season |
stayed on with a mate of mine
for the winter to take tourists
tandem.

I have fond memories of taking
the chair lift up out of the
village in the morning sunshine
with fresh snow beneath and the
aroma of pine soothing my
nostrils. With the sun on my
face, tanning me gently, I
would cast my mind back to the
UK where it would be wet and
windy with very little flying to
be had and my mates teaching
on muddy little slopes. Ah well,
I would think, somebody has to
do it.

Two leisurely lifts and a short
ski later — not easy with 20kg of

kit on your back and no ski
poles, I would arrive at the take
off. Our sign would need to be
dug up from the snow where I
had hidden it the day before.
We had to hide it because it
frequently got thrown down the
mountain by the local French
Tandem Hang glider operator.
The take off area would then
need to be prepared if it had
snowed the night before. This
consisted of tramping with skis

* to compress the surface and

digging out the pit which is a
level section, like a step, where
you would stand with your
passenger before shuffling
forward to take off on skis.
After a quick bit of sunbathing
and a Mars bar the first client
would arrive. We had a good
set up with the local ski shop.
They would take all the
bookings and radio them
through to us. Of course there
was always a lot of competition
between the two of us when the
clients name came over the
radio and it was a Nicole or a
Simone, often to great
disappointment — not all
Nicoles look like something
from a Renault Clio ad. It has to

. X

be said that if the RCN’s
(Renault Clio Nicoles) were
scheduled in to be the last flight
of the day, this would give us a
sporting chance of catching a
bit of apres ski, happy hour
drinking time with our new
found companion, Sometimes
we could fly down to our
chalet, just below the village.
Set amongst the trees with a
view of Mt Blang, with a raging
fireplace, it was the ideal énd of
day landing spot to savour a
cool beer & polite conversation.
Sounds 1dyllic? Yes most of the
time it was. There was a certain
amount of stress though, We
would do 8 to 10 flights a day,
not always in pleasant
conditions, Anyone out there
who has flown a tandem knows
the physical effort involved.
There were two routes back up
to take off. One was much
faster than the other but
hazardous. There were two lifts
but in between the lifts you
could choose either to take the
easy but long green trail to the
next lift or the short and fast
black bump run, I remember
my first efforts at the black run
with my bag on my back and a

definite lack of sticks. Often I
would be seen tumbling in a
most unprofessional manor
down the bump run. However, a
few days later I would be
tearing down with my 20 kg
ballast bag, fear on my face but
kind of i control. It sort of
concentrates the mind and your
thighs end up looking like
Arnie Swartzeneggers,

There was the time when I was
performing a really nice spiral
dive. The RCN passenger was
making all sorts of noise,
convinced they were squeals of
pleasure as she writhed in the
harness under several G’s of
pressure, [ continued, only to
find out that the it was not
pleasure but pain as I caught
her, rather fresh, spag bol ill
over my arm and leg — a fine
line between pleasure and pain I
guess. ;

Ski resorts are a crazy place to
live. The party atmosphere is
huge, the days are long and the
nights are longer. I would
certainly recommend a working
season in the Alps — however, if
I had a daughter she would be

staying at home. ( }‘:‘\f )
NOA.




PARAGLIDING CENTRE

For the very latest in flying equipment
Come and visit our well stocked showroom at the Old Station,
Glynde, near Mt Caburn

'HANWAG BOOTS

Ex Demo Gliders For Sale — unbelievable savings!

Gin Bonanza 85-100kg as new — was £2399 now £1400 3 L‘fﬁ?:ﬁ;; TR Rl e
Advapce Slgmz} 4 95-120kg excellent cond. Cost new £2599 now £1600 quality boots at the amazing price
Gradient Saphire 28 85-110kg as new — was £2150 now £1299 .of
Nova Axon 26 85-105kg as new - £999 '
Nova Vertex 26 85-105kg as new - £999 £1 3 9 !

' A saving of £26.Mail order availabl
THE NEW ADVANCE EPSILON 3 IS HERE Ll i

AN ABSOLUTLY AMAZING GLIDER - ALLSIZES AFNOR STANDARD
SIZE 24 & 30 DHV1/2, 26 & 28 DHV2 ACCELERATED
AT LAST A GLIDER FOR EVERONE - FROM ONLY £2099

Airworks has been chosen as the official South East distributors of
GIN, ADVANCE and GRADIENT -'
OZONE and APCO al/so available -

AIRWORKS . THE OLD STATION . GLYNDE . TEL 01273 858108
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Gliders, tuition and equipment always available
- from the shop at the Q8 near Mount Caburn and Firle.

Open seven days a week for sales and instruction.
Drop in for coffee or a cold drink.

Test fly the APCO Sierra, Allegra or Bagheera.
| See the new Reflex wing and Vortex paramotor.

HG/PG conversion courses ~ add another string to your bow,

Five day courses for £340.
Hill conversions - from two days £135.

Ul2 P30 ostro

email: sussexhgpg@mistral.co.uk
internet: www.sussexhgpg.co.uk

Don't go into that Cu-Nim, come to the Q8!
We have all the best sites!

Tollgate Services, Beddingham, Nr Lewes, East Sussex, BNE 6J7

i |
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Coaching

By Trevor McLoughlin

Hello again everyone, so where have [ been hiding? I spent the
last four months in South Africa. I couldn’t stand the thought of
another winter here. So I went to Cape Town initially for a couple
of weeks before flying to Kenya for a month. After that I went
back to Cape Town and toggled between there and Porterville for
the next two months.

The reason I went was because [ was offered a job out there
guiding European pilots on XC courses and helping out teaching
at a local school. Unfortunately, it didn’t work out; the guy
doesn’t really run a-school, it’s more of a hobby and he does it
badly at that. Keeping it very simple, he didn’t pay what he
promised (he still owes me nearly £3000), and his safety standards
were so poor I couldn’t work with him. So, I came home a little
earlier than intended, but what the hell — I had some epic flying,
met some terrific people and saw some amazing sites. Maybe I'll
write an article about it or something.......

A word of warning: If you decide to do any courses abmlad-,, make
sure the people that run it are suitably qualified and well known,
Nuff said!!

Oh, one other thing — my thanks to everyone for my award last
year. It was most unexpected, but a really nice surprise. I didn’t
think I did that much, but you obviously thought otherwise —
thanks again.

Pilot Lectures

First of all a quick apology: Last summer’s lectures that were scheduled to
run in September didn’t happen due to a combination of moving deadlines
and my flight arrangements to Africa. But never mind, that was last year —
let’s MOVE ON.svvreeni
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Ok, due to popular demand I've arranged another series of lectures for
anyone wanting to take their Pilot exam (both Hang Gliding and
Paragliding). Some of you will want to take it just to progress a little
further up the PRS ladder and some so you can fly cross-country legally,
This whole XC insurance thing carries for flying abroad too, so once
you’ve done your exam and got your [PPI card you’ll be well on the way
to some big distance XCs.

The exam paper has changed, [ wouldn’t go so far as to say it’s improved,
but it’s definitely changed. There are now more questions, but the subject
matter is the same. It’s also now the same paper for both HG and PG (this
i1s definitely an improvement for HG). As with all the other exams, there
are some really stupid questions in it. I really don’t know who dreams
them up!

There will be three lectures: the first one will be on Meteorology, the
second on Air Law, and the third on Flight Theory and Instrumentation.
This time they will only be a week apart, although this will allow you a
little less time for swotting in between, it will get it all over and done with
much more quickly.

After the lectures, there will be an exam evening. Those of you that have
attended the lectures will of course be better prepared, but you don’t have
to have attended to take your exam. If you want to just come along and sit
the exam with the rest of the group please feel free to do so. However, do
let me know now so that I can get your paper from the BHPA along with
everyone else’s.

The dates are as follows:

Meteorology Thursday 23" March
Airlaw Thursday 30" March
Flight Theory Thursday 6" April
Exam Evening Thursday 13" April

They will all be held in the same function hall at The Wellington in Steyne
Road, Seaford. The lectures will start promptly at 8 o’clock, so try to be
there by at least 7:30 to get a drink and make yourself comfortable. The

exam will start at 8 o’clock too, so on that night try to be there a little
earlier in order to ask any last minute questions before you start.

The cost will be £15.00 per person payable in advance. This is to cover
my expenses; fuel, the hiring of the hall, overhead projector, materials and
drinks for the landlord etc. The BHPA will still charge you their usual
£10.00, but you don’t need to pay that until the night of the exam.

Please send the following slip to me at the address below as soon as
possible, it’s most important that I know how. many people to expect for
the seating arrangements. If you don’t want to tear up this wonderful
tome, just send me a short note (or photocopy) with your details and
payment before the 30" of February to:

Mr T, McLoughlin
229 Barking Road
East Ham

London

E6 ILB

.............................................................................

Yes, [ will be attending your Pilot lectures, so please book -a seat
for me. I enclose full payment of £15.00 (cheques payable to T.
McLoughlin please).

Name

Address

Tel;

SHGC No. BHPA No.

Membership and BHPA numbers are important.




Ground Handling

While [ was in Africa [ couldn’t help but notice just how poor peoples
ground handling and launch techniques were. Not just British and
European pilots, the locals too. The reason for this is quite obvious you
may say; “The conditions are so much stronger.” Well, I disagree.

The reason is very simple: basic techniques. Obviously through teaching
and watching students make the same mistakes time and time again I've
gotten pretty used to those basics. I knew I was going to get caught out
one day — everyone does, but I was lucky and didn’t (this time),

Whether you're taking off in strong wind or gusting thermals and
sereaming dust devils (just kidding), the same techniques apply. It is so
obvious, yet so many people get it wrong! Stay in the centre of the glider.
By this I mean as you pull it up, step towards it to get underneath it. This
takes the energy out of it and saves you having to bury the brakes to stop it
over-flying you, which in turn increases the angle of attack and lifts you
off the floor before you’re ready. Iknow this is old hat to most of you, but
for those of you that it’s not — try it, it works. It’s the same if it goes off to
one side, don’t use just the brakes — get under the centre!

PLFEs

When did you last do one? Someone asked me last year if I'd arrange a
practice session sometime. What do you think? Anyone want to do that?
PLFs do work, that’s why they’re still taught! If you don’t practice them,
then you won'’t be able to do one when you need it. A friend of mine has
been paragliding as long as I have and he can’t do one without hurting
himself so he doesn’t practice them. Guess what — just poor tuition and
technique. If you think you’d benefit from an hours practice sometime this
year, get in touch. I'll see what I can arrange.

L T
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Small adverts are supplied by
the advertisers and are
reproduced here in good faith.
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(cheques payable to SHGC).

Race 2 Harness as good as
new, £250. Also metamorfosi
18-gore can be used for h/g or
plg, £225. Ring 0860-369062

(3) '

Freex Frantic Plus. Med 80-
110kg. DHVZ2. Lilac / white, 13
hrs. No repairs. Superb
performance and stability. Real
bargain £1450. Tel: 01634
313442 (Medway) after 5pm.

(3)

Paramotor DK GT + Humming
Wing: 1998 Quality + Reliability;
Includes all kit required to fly
immediately, -Radios, GPS,
Helmets, Suits, Varios, Reserve,
F.F. Harness, OIRO £4,500; Rod
01865 881763 (1)

Weather not right? Try flying
sailplanes at East Sussex Gliding
Club, Ringmer 01825 840764

Davron 804 vario , new longer
life battery, version 3 software,

ASI, Barograph, £250. Jerry , -

01273 461783, or 0973 460168,
(Holiday Feb 4th- 19th) (1)

Puls 2 15 hangglider for sale,
blue leading edge, turquoise and
grey underside £1700, flylite pod
harness 5'10" plus reserve £300
(needs attention to zip), AV10
alti-vario £130, charlie insider
helmet size 58 blue £60. 1 am
moving into microlights forcing
very reluctant sale - all offers
considered, 01322 667688 or e-
mail

paul@pcworkspe. swinternet co.uk

(1)

Dear Pilot/s,

Turgently need to sell and
will consider any offer, For,..

APCO FUTURA 28, Yellow, 75-90kg
ACPUL Performance, under 12 hours,
its as good as a brand new glider.

Also on sale,

a Charley Reserve Large;

a Kevlar Backplate;

and an APCO full-face Helmet.

Contact me on tel: 07887 60 59 58

© or email'at; email brian@@usa net*

Laminar ST 14 200 hours £1800
David Drake 0181 508 9019
ddrakel6d66acl.com

WINDSOCK

copyright © 2000 SHGC.

Opinions expressed in this magazine do
not necessarily reflect those of the
Committes, Editor, or the SHGC.
Advertisements payable in advance -
cheques payable to SHGC, please



