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SKY SYSTENMS

Our Paragliding Trips Calendar is now in full effect, with a group : April 2000
flying and otherwise larking around in GREECE as this

magazine goes to press : full report to come as soon as we

persuade someone to write it up. Check the website for more

information, pictures, etc... September 16-23 sees us in the

FRENCH ALPS, getting some high Alpine flying in The Journal of the Southern Hang Gliding Club
Chamonix... just the thing to round off the English season.

We'll be back in GREECE in October to grab a little more flying
fun! Beautiful scenery, historical sites, great flying, and fun

activities if the weather is lousy. (ask for a colour brochure). Look

out LANZAROTE - we're back for our Annual Event, 30th Nov - | _ ARE YOU ONLINE?

14th Dec. This trip will follow the usual pattern of guided flying on | Join the SHGC Mailing List and Discussion Group -
this beautiful island, with soaring sites to fuel your dreams - Full details on the SHGC web pages,
should be a real humdinger! SOUTHERN SPAIN: - we'll be at : www.shge.demon.co.uk.

returning to the very lovely Hotel California early February 2001. [ The archives of Windsock lurk at this address, too!

|| a ] Inside - PG Coaching News
| Marshalling Rota

Chairman's costcutting proposals

Sky Systems want your old wing! Any beginner- pinion end Letters

. . _ ompetition News
friendly (DHV 1 or 1/2 or AFNOR standard) wing Book Review
. ; e : . Frnste Ajdie Weekend
in flying condition will be considered. We’ll pay a S e

good price against the new canopy of your dreams
- choose from Edel, Nova, Gin, Apco, Gradient,
Ozone, etc. See our website for full details of our
excellent range, or call us for a price list.

SKY SYSTEMS, 66 Woodbourne Avenue, Brighton BN1 8EJ e
Tel: (01273) 556695 Fax: 566330 E-Mail: skyinfo@skysystems.co.uk SHGC ONLINE - WWW.ShﬂC.dEIIIDH&D.Uk

skysystems.co.uk



THE “NEW” SHGC COMMITTEE

President Johnny Carm...coooonn 01444 4T1AT i johnnycarr@tillershaw prestel.co.uk
Chairman Paul Coidan..................... 01953 688266 ............... . paul.coidani@tesco. net

Secretary Brian Brunswick ..........0181 542 8724 ............... . brian{@skarpsey.demon.co.uk
Treasurer Martin Brady ............... 01444 233346................. martin.bradyfitalk2].com
Membership Sec. Sean Howes...........cunes 0771 5461072 ... membership@shge demon co.uk
Safety Officer Dave Massie ... 01403 268601 ... davemassici@bigwig net

Site Officer/Agrotowing Will Greenwood ..., 1273 477388..........en will greenwood @btintemet.com
Site Fee Collector Sue Brooks . 01273 857163

Chief HG Coach Crzie HalNgs i e 01273 418293

Chief PG Coach Trevor McLoughlin ........07747 628903 ... ......... tmeli@cix.co.uk

Alrspace Michel Carmet .....c.......... Q1273 556695 ocivevevivnrnn michel.camet(@skysystems.co.uk
Competitions PG John Laticaster ............... 01273 813482

Competitions HG Ozt HANeS (i ctibieh 01273 418293

Social Secretary Stewart Swanton............. BT R . stewarti@swanton-eng. freeserve.co.uk

COACHES Paragliding

Steve Brewer
Adam Goodsell
Jerry Hansen
Jim Hardiman
John Lancaster
Dave Lewis
Michael Lockerbie
Jon Munro

Barry Philpott
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Mandy Sharpe
Stewart Swanton

01403 710739
01273 730782
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01444 482225
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COACHES Hang Gliding

Richard Arthur
Martin Brady
Will Greenwood
Rowan Gilpin
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Chris Jones
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Ron Richardson
Eddie Royal
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CLUB ADDRESS:
POIBox 1559
Brighton

East Sussex
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CLUB WEBSIITLE:

www.shge.demon.co.uk
webmaster@shge.demon.co.uk

SHGC Mailing List/Discussion
Group joining details on-line

WINDSOCK EDITOR:
Stewart Owen

e-mail contributions to.
windsock@shge.demon.co.uk

CHAIRMAN'S LETTER

Meet the new boss, same as the old boss. Yes, I have retained the post of

chairman for another year. Following this year’s AGM the committee has

changed by one person. Peter Day has retired from the post of club
treasurer after 25 years of service. On behalf of you all I would like to
thank Peter for all his hard work he has put in over the last 25 years.

Following the last committee meeting, our new treasurer pointed out to us

that to fulfil our commitment of putting aside 20% of our total annual

income into the site purchase fund we would have to look at the club
finances. In order to maintain this 20% figure there are two options the
committee can take on your behalf. The first being to find areas in which
savings can be made, the second being to raise club membership fees.

Your committee has found two areas in which savings can be made,

These being as follows :-

1) Turn the club magazine “Windsock™ into a bi monthly magazine. We
will of course issue a club newsletter in the intervening months should
it be necessary. Alternatively, news will also be put onto the club web
site, or sent to you by e-mail if we have your address. “Windsock” last
year cost us over £ 8000 to produce.

2) The club no longer pays for Steyning Bowl. This site currently costs
the club over £ 1000 a year.

Let your committee now how you feel about these options.

There 1s another way to raise additional funds, which brings me on to a
subject I have mentioned to all you a number of times, that of spongers,
blaggers, scroungers, free loaders, scum call them what you like. Those
members of the flying fraternity who continue to use our sites without
paying for them. There is even a paragliding member of the club whom a
lot of you look up to as a sky god who is willing to fly with pilots who
are not members. Want to know who he 1s?

Remember these people are flying at your expense and no doubt are
living at your expense too. State scroungers or princess Blair’s little
orphans - vou decide,

You also have to ask yourselves the following. If these people are not
willing to join the club are they members of the BHPA and hence covered
by third party insurance?

There was an accident recently at Mount Caburn involving a non-member
who decided to use the fencing as an arrester wire, resulting in a damaged
fence apart from the injuries to himself. Mount Caburn is a relatively
isolated site with regards to members of the public, What would happen
at Devils Dyke if the same person had had an accident there injuring a
member of the public? The press would have had a field day. What can
you the members do? Peer pressure, force them into becoming members



of the club. Ask them for proof of membership of the BHPA. If they
cannot produce proof of membership to the BHPA stop them from flying,
It’s your club, they are your sites. We can always re start the parasite of

the month column, this time with photographs. I leave it up to you the

members. Safe Flying
Paul.

- R e B

I read Steve Hampton's comments regarding overcrowding in the January
edition, and recall an article last summer about the same subject. Would
another solution to the problem be to increase the number of sites? I do

realise that this is easier said than done but I would be willing with others
to explore this further.

Nigel Dawson

AEROTOW NEWS

The tug has seen the spring in with gusto ! we have started training as
well as towing the new class 2 machine's such as Darren's swift and J.C's
ghostbuster, Les Seers even managed to stay on-line for a change ! so
they must be easy to fly !

Congratulations to Tim Cox on passing his aerotow endorsement
recently,we also have a place available in the group, contact me for
details, as Geoff May is going north to Scotland,a little far too travel for a
tow, we wish him well.

The aerotow answering service(recorded messages) is still in operation
- it is :01273 486657, Also membership renewal is due by the 31st May
and the members will be sent a form shortly.

Thats all for now, remember to check your flying gear before the start
of the season and fly safely. Will.

Name one thing you are more likely to need than a reserve ‘chute...

A FIRST AiD (OURSE!

Butterfly Paragliding on the Isle of Wight are
arranging courses specially geared for us with handsi{:-n
experience of dealing with typical hill accident scenarios. The
course takes place over a weekend and is very professionally
presented, with no exam, just continual assessment and a
guaranteed pass. _

Miranda and Dave offer comfortable accomodation on
their flying site at Chale in twin rooms costing £18 or £22 per
person with an organic breakfast included.

See the February issue of Skywings (page 19) for more
info about the course content. If you are considering
becoming a Trainee Instructor in the coming year it wpu]d be
especially beneficial to attend as a new BHPA ruling will be
insisting that you take it before you sign on. .

I'm promoting the course because I have been trying to
attend one since the Autumn and they have sadly had to
postpone several dates due to lack of interest. The next date
is May 13/14. The cost is £110. 1 ".'"j.fOU|d be happy to share
my car and crossing costs with other psl{}ts: _ _

I know that the weekend in question is during the flying
season and therefore may not be suitable for those of you
who'd rather not give up potentially good flying da_ys to go.
Perhaps you could at least register your interest with Dave or
Miranda and if a course then becomes viable it can be taken
later in the year. Their number is (01983) 731611.

I'm certain a good time would be had by all — it would
be more interesting to learn First Aid in a paragliding
environment and who knows, you might be able to fit some
flying in around it, too.

Diana Jones
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AIRSPACE NEWS

The new 1:500,000 Airspace map Scuthern England edition 26 is out now.
There are many changes in the format for better clarity.
The following maps may be ordered now for delivery as they come out:-

1:250,000
1:500,000 England South 20 Apr
MNorthern England & NI 18 May West & South Wales 13 Jul
Scotland 15 Jun England East 10 Aug

Michel Carnet Southern HGC Airspace Officer
ichel.carne systems.co.uk hito:fhweww skysystems.co.uk

What's hang-gliding like, Daddy?
by Steve Marnier

Well now, little one, that’s a big question, it’s hard to know where to
begin. It's all sorts of things really, depending on where and when you
are, but let’s start you off with the seagulls. You see them out of your
window every day, up and over the prom, just gliding along or cruising
around, looking for somewhere to go.

That’s what we do at the Dyke, on a cold winter day when it’s smooth
and crisp, and you can see what you just want to know. You’d love to go
there of course, but the door’s not yet open for this. So you look down at
the woods and stroll through them, or chase rabbits over the Downs, or
gaze at the sun gently setting over the Adur’s flow. Simple pleasures.
But the urge to go further is always there. Some say the best pilots have
the strongest urges, (usually said by the best pilots), but the beauty 1s
we've all got it in mind. So in winter we all get excited for spring,
because the wind doesn’t blow then: it moves about. The big trick is to
see it moving, but that takes a long time to learn.

So one day you're floating around in a dream, when all of a sudden,
something gives you a real shaking. It may be a wobble or it may knock
you sideways, but you’ve felt the movement for sure. You will get a
rough ride at first, because you're not the one in control, and your eyes
are wide open and shut. But now your heart is beating, you're hooked
right into it, and you're getting to grips with what’s going on out there.
We all love doughnuts don’t we? Sparkling on the outside, a big mouthful
of dough, and you’re after the jam in the middle. Well, our doughnuts are
thermals. Go round and round, stay inside. With audio and most other
senses screaming, go up and up and up. Concentrate on the input, focus
on the task, and you're there. It’s the First Time High, not quite the next
world, but close, probably with a few friends around. Taste thoroughly.

It is said that some pilots are so finely tuned to their air that they can
thermal with their eyes closed, just by sound and feel. This however
cannot be recommended (also contrary to Air Regulation 24b sec I1, and
most sense of reason)

The rest of the gliders are tiny, small blobs on the mat far below, and
you've drified way over the back. Big decision time. To go or not to go,
that is the question. Do you know what you're doing? Are you impulsive
and reckless? Perhaps you should gather information first? Yes of
course; maps, you must have maps in your hand or at least in your mind,
you’re lost and dangerous without them. You’ve read the books and
learnt the theory, so now it's the practical module.

Airlaw is the basic rule of freedom, and the first Airlaw says stay in the
air ‘till you can land safely! But you need the details too, how high you
can fly, how far to go, which direction in future.

Don’t expect all plain sailing. Bits that go up = bits that go down, so hang
on tight as you can. Glance down occasionally at the safety handle, to
remind yourself it’s still there, because your parachute has been there for
you since you were born. Just call on us when necessary, So yes, it can be
hard worlk, but to work for a goal and get there feels very good indeed.
But, little one, don’t forget about Little Red Riding Hood, and watch out
for the Nasties, they’re out there too. They’re called Cumulo Nimbus, big
and dark and heavy, anvils of the Gods. If, heaven forbid, you should
choose to go there one day, best go open-minded without baggage. But
they take a long time to grow, so you just have to keep your eyes open
and steer clear, no problem,

The Dyke is back in the past and you’re out on your own in the sun, and
just over there is a fluffy little white Cumulus cloud, my favourite little
one (almost). Future calls, here we go! Now, where are those thermals?
You have a good little gadget to help you, like a baby alarm, that eries out
when special attention is needed. Do not ignore. Look out for other
indications too: smoke from the fire, waves in the corn. Changes show
what’s going where,

But the best of all are the birds, and the best of the best are swallows, the
real high fliers. Just like angels really, you see them around but don’t
often get the chance to touch. They are your guides, stick with them as
long as you can.

Can you guess how high we are now? Three and a half thousand feet
high, that’s how high! Notice how your feelings have dramatically
changed during your flight. The climb was excitement and physical, with
adrenaline firing up every nerve in your body, but now it’s different, The
body’s relaxed, alinost gone, with just fingertips left on the bar, but the
surge has gone straight to your head! It’s serene, you are right at the top
of the world, and the choice from the world is yours. We’ve just passed




Lewes; did you spot the prison down there? We’ve come a long way
already, where next? Kent’s a nice place to visit, like nipping over to
Granny's, we'll do that soon.

So to answer your question, I guess hang-gliding is just stuff like that
really. Fancy a go one-day? Maybe ... ... We'll find you a good teacher
when the time comes. He lives at the flying school.

This wasn’t supposed to be a bedtime story, but by amazing co-incidence
vour time has come, little one, OIf to sleep now, sweet dreams.

Note: All characters are fictitious, any similarity with real people or
seagulls is mental.
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A BOOK FOR THOSE OF US WHO CAN'T GET IT UP
WITHOUTASSISTANCE  Review by Gary Cook

A long-awaited book is now available to those with an interest in
footlaunch flying. Noel Whittall (Father of world hang- and paragliding
champion Robbie) has just released his latest softback book,
"Paramotoring” - from the Ground Up (Airlife Publishing, £19.95). Noel
has built on the foundations laid by his previous, enormously successful
book on paragliding, to bring us a realistic overview of paramotoring. As
Paramotoring depends hugely on a sound foundation of paragliding skill
(don't let anyone tell you otherwise!), the book revisits territory familiar
to all paraglider pilots for some of its sections - however, this is not a re-
hash of a paragliding book - far from it. The book covers all aspects of
paramotoring flight - from preliminaries right through to an overview of
manufacturers. It would provide a perfect introduction to the sport for
those thinking of taking it up, or those thinking of extending the
capabilities of an existing paraghding rig by adding their own portable
hill to their equipment.

Pilots who are already engaged in flying paramotors will also find lots of
valuable information within - all of it backed up by extensive illustrations
and up-to-date photographs.

Gliders, tuition and equipment always available
from the shop at the Q8 near Mount Caburn and Firle.

Open seven days a week for sales and instruction.
Drop in for coffee or a cold drink.

Test fly the APCO Sierra, Allegra or Bagheera.
See the new Reflex wing and Vortex paramotor.

HG/PG conversion courses -~ add another string to your bow.
Five day courses for £340.
Hill conversions ~ from two days £135.

01273 858170

email: sussexhgpg@mistral.co.uk
internet: www.sussexhgpg.co.uk

Don't go into that Cu-Nim, come to the Q8!
We have all the best sites!

Tollgate Services, Beddingham, Nr Lewes, East Sussex, BNS 6JZ




PARAGLIDING CENTRE

For the very latest in flying equipment
Come and visit our well stocked showroom at the Old Station,
Glynde, near Mt Caburn

Ex Demo Gliders For Sale — unbelievable savings!

Gin Bonanza 85-100kg as new — was £2399 now £1400 !

Advance Sigma 4 95-120kg excellent cond. Cost new £2594 now £1600
Gradient Saphire 28 85-110kg as new — was £2150 now £1 299

Nova Axon 26 85-105kg as new - £999 '

Nova Vertex 26 85-105kg as new - £999

THE NEW ADVANCE EPSILON 3 IS HERE
AN ABSOLUTLY AMAZING GLIDER - ALLSIZES AFNOR STANDARD
SIZE 24 & 30 DHV1/2, 26 & 28 DHV2 ACCELERATED

AT LAST A GLIDER FOR EVERONE - FROM ONLY £2099

HANWAG BOOTS

 THE BEST!

We are now able to sell these

“quality boots at the amazing price

.of

£139!

A saving of £26 Mail order available

Airworks has been chosen as the official South East distributors of

GIN, ADVANCE and GRADIENT
OZONE and APCO also available

AIRWORKS . THE OLD STATION . GLYNDE . TEL 01273 858108




Coaching

By Trevor McLoughlin

I don’t know, some plonker mentions on the telly that it’s the first day
of spring; we change our clocks to British Summer Time and what
happens? The weather turns to....... e SR, bad again. Doh!

So, it seems you're lumbered with me as your Chief Coach again this
year as no one clse was prepared to step forward. I'm quite happy to
continue as I said last month, but it would be nice to have some
feedback this year — maybe even a little help. The amount of you that
turned up for the AGM was very poor, so you must all be very happy
with the way your committee is running things or you would have
been along to try and change a few things — yes? But then again it
was a Saturday night..............

Id like to try once again to have a regular meeting aimed at new or
low airtime pilots, although of course everyone will be welcome,
Until a few coaches come on board I will be there to head these
meetings. Please, would any available coaches come along? I know
the ones that will turn up anyway (thanks for your support). The idea
is to have an informal discussion / lecture session that will enable us
all to meet each other, throw ideas around and to talk about things like
11.11'1:eduﬂying, thermalling, meteorology (especially the sea-breeze),
site rules, changes needed or wanted etc. etc.

So few of you - the membership, come to the committee to let us
know what you feel would help or benefit our club. I know the
majority of you meet on the hill on a regular basis and are quite
content with that, but there are others who would like to see
something a little more formal. I know I can’t please all of the people
all of the time, but I do want to try and help as many people as
possible. So, I'll give this meeting a go and see what support I get.
Do come along and have your say or even just listen in and have a
drink. The first one will be held in Seaford at the Wellington on
Thursday the 25" of May as ['m off to Spain for the first two weeks of

May to run a thermalling course. In fact there’s a couple of places left
if you’re up for it — call me, it’s going to be fun. '

An idea Ozzie and I were discussing last Tuesday was a lecture / talk
about XC flying for our newer (and less experienced) qualified
‘Pilots’. This is something [ tried to get organised last year, but the
guys I asked to come along as speakers never showed any real

interest. Anyway, let’s give it a go this year and see what happens.
Ozzie is as keen to get this going as [ am, so ['m sure between us we
can arrange something. If you want to see something like this, then let
Ozzie or me know and we’ll get something organised.

The latest lectures are going well by the way, it looks like I should be
able to get around twenty people up to Pilot level by the end of April
once again. They take their exams on"Thursday evening.

Guest Speakers

[’ve been in touch with Bob Drury of Himalayas® fame and asked him
whether he would come and give us his talk and slideshow about his
exploits in Nepal. He's keen to come down providing we make it
worth his while and cover all expenses and accommodation ete. So,
would you like to see him? Would I be wasting my time and the club
wasting money in getting him down? If you would like to see and
hear Bob as the first in a series of guest speakers for this year, show
your support by sending us a fiver to secure yourself a seat. Your
cheque will not be cashed until something definite is arranged, and if
no support is forthcoming your cheque will be destroyed along with
the plans for the event. Please send the following cutting to me at;

Mr T. McLoughlin

(Bob Drury Slideshow)

C/O Sussex Hang Gliding & Paragliding
Tollgate, Beddingham

East Sussex
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Yes, I'd love to see Bob Drury. Here’s my £5.00 cheque made
payable to the Southern Hang Gliding Club.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

.......................

The following is an article from John Barratt, who is concerned at the
amount of people flying Hang Gliders from the PG take off at
Newhaven, especially since we’ve had a few accidents there recently.
Although the site guide shows this as a HG take off it’s not really the
best place. Anyway, over to John:

Hang Gliding at Newhaven Cliffs

The Paragliding launch site at Newhaven is unsafe for hang
gliders. Due to the fact that a Paraglider wing is some twenty odd
feet above the pilot, they fly over the turbulence in the hollow before
the cliff edge. The hang glider wing slides off into air 15 feet below
that encountered by the Paraglider wing and risks being dumped or
tipped in the rough air,

It doesn’t matter how competent you are as a pilot, if you use this
launch site on a hang glider you take the risk of being trashed. The
best launch site is down the path to the right (looking out to sea) along
the little spur to the cliff edge where there is rigging space for two
hang gliders. The cliff edge here is rounded and does not produce a
standing rotor. A good, easy launch can be made from the knoll (or

bump) to the right of the rigging space, some ten feet back from the
edge.

Your nose-man (essential if it’s windy), may be nervous to stand with
their back to the precipice, with the possibility of them being pushed
off the edge. If so he can be roped to a bush behind the take-off. A

carefully briefed wing-wire assistant can z.ilsan be us?d. He holds |
halfway down a wing wire keeping the glider level in 1.'011, crouching
behind the wire, not in front. When ready, take the glider up onto the
bump and do your hang-check, Instruct your nose-man to raise fhe
nose where you can adopt the ‘straps tight” or ‘on the sh?ulder_s
launch position, and then tell him to *hold’. Tell your wing-wire man
to adopt a ‘neutral’ grip with no up or down pressure. He E:onfu*ms
this by shouting ‘neutral’ (or ‘hold” if he’s Stl![ gripping). The nose-
man does the same. When ready, if the wing is balanced an::i the air
feels good, you shout ‘neutral?” both nose-man and wing_awwelman
respond with ‘neutral’. When you shout release, both wing-wire man
and nose-man drop to the ground out of your way.

The only good safe landing is on the pebble beach down to tl}a left of
take-off, the launch faces south. Most people fly New‘hz}vcn in SSW —
the best direction to fly the Peacehaven to Brighton cliff run.

Remember, there are NO OTHER SAFE PLACES TO LAND other
than Newhaven beach. No top-landing due to rotor, and no bottom
landing due to rock-pools and groynes. So make sure you have a good
forecast of a steady SSW that’s not going to decrease or change
direction. Only fly the cliffs if the tide is out (just'in case) and always
check you can fly back over a section before blasting off on a 5‘pﬂed
run! It’s a great place to fly looking in all those back gardens in
Peacehaven playing with the seagulls and racing the traffic along the
coast road. You can park in either the fort car park or at the beach
bottom landing where there is a steep path up (eighty feet or so) here.

Paraglider pilots — if you see a HG rigging at the PG launch please tell
him about these problems and point out the other take off. You could
also tell him about this article. HG pilots, please feel free to contact
me at Sussex Hang Gliding & Paragliding 01273 858170,

John Barratt
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Some thoughts about back protectors

The number of people I know who’ve broken vertebrae causes
me great worry about the possibility of having a messy landing,
Back protectors are an excellent secondary defence after your
legs can absorb no more impact, so I thought I'd better up-rate
mine, Thicker is definitely better, and having the right material
vital: too soft and you hit something hard, to hard and pelvis
Acceleration is too great. The surface area of contact between
pelvis and cushion is an often-missed factor: the bottom muscles
get out of the way, the seat board breaks up and only the bones
protruding from the pelvis penetrate the cushion.
The result is a pretty small contact area. Hence System X used a
hard foam, soft ones are useless and air bags do very little for
the first part of their travel until the pressure builds up.
Being a skinflint, I wanted to keep my Pro-race harness, which
12d bought with a Zote 50 mm hard foam cushion. A thick
modern airbag wouldn’t fit, so I set out to find something better
than my glider bag to act as a cushion in the space available
under the seat. After a bit of reading and a few tests, I’ve settled
on heavy-duty bubble-wrap, of about 20 mm bubble diameter. I
used the Zote as a template and cut out about 15 pieces, which
took up all the available space under the seat. 5 of the pieces had
one third cut off the end to make the bubble layer thinner where
it goes under the reserve. I took the plastic load spreading plate
out of the Zote bag so that 1?d have the zote foam layer for my
bony pelvis to push into and spread the load over the bubble
layer, which itself would be protected from ground roughness by
the plastic plate, now fitted to the bottom of the sandwich. It was
a simple matter to curve the stack of layers,tape it together with
some masking tape and stuff it in the harness.
The result cost next to nothing, weighs less and just might save
me a broken bone. I’d strongly recommend that anyone with
some spare space under their seat put it to good use, especially
if. like me, you fly with an older harness with limited space

available. Dave



Marshalling Rota

Hg/Pg!  Rating Mo Mama Phone

Date Both

15-Apr-00 PG CP 1085 Kevin Sho 0973 452780
15-Apr-00 PG P 1089 Mike Parfitl 0181 878 6479
1E-Aps-00 PG LP 1082 Nicola Robinson 0157 895 0820
16-Ape-00 PG P 1080 Andrew Ellisan 01206 241113
16-Apr-00 HG F 1093 Faul Smith 0181 946 1519
Z2-Apr-00 PG cp 1038 Paul Ward 01273 745955
22-Apr00 PG CP 1056  Jessica Tewnshend 01306 712394
22-Apr-0l HG AP 1055 Joha Wermon OIB1 423 BB49
23-Apr-0d PG CP 1109 William Yarman 01503 75583
23-Ape-00 B P 1106 Harry Greane 0171 432 4927
23-Ape0Q PG cP 1108 Ciana Riordan (1 433 891683
20 Ape-L0 PG cpP 1119 Kevin Oversby M2F3 773383
29-Apr-L0 HG Cp 1120 Juslin Sanders 014483 213003
20-Apr-00 PG QP 1117 Alicla Thamas 7
30-Apr-00 PG CP 1116 Christepher Stevens 01372 373756
30-Apr-00 PG GP 1155 Richard King D205 208045
30-Apr-00 HG P 1187 Richard Toyne 0171 737 0458
G-May-00 PG cpP 1157 Alan Cardosa 0181 551 2311
B-Ray-00 HG CP 171 Jonathan  Sherman 01403 217735
G- Iay-00 PG CP 1178 Migel Pickedt (1833 348450
T-tay-0 HiG CP 1247 Steven Puckey 01322 402752
T-ay-00 PG CP 1293 Bela Paled 181 527 5243
T-May-00 FG AP 1250 Al Maddeck 0181 3413383
13 May.00 HG CF 1206  Robert Peck Q171 207 7280
1 3May-00 P& CP 1238 Hugh Wagharn 01232 652550
13-May-00 PG CP 1255  Simon Sheel 0073 B04980

Paragliding Competitions John Lancaster

BO-PEEP (FIRLE) SUNDAY MAY 7TH
There will be a vintage motorbike rally up and down the hill, so

if it is flyable at Firle please give consideration to these guys or
choose another site!

Refer problems to Tony Held (01323 843137)

To review the year we have to say that the only pg comp was a
bit of a washout due to organizational problems and to some
extent the weather. However as a club we currently stand third
in the league. Individually, as you all may know, we have some
exceptional paragliding talents amongst us from H.T. (World
Record Holder), R.O. (British Open Champion), right through to
M.T. (Best Newcomer).

For the coming season, I will be attempting to arrange comps
against the other clubs in our region (D&F, S Surf, 1 0 W, etc.)
There will also be an attempt at team selection by local weekend
comps, so that merit and ability might have some influence
rather just availability. '

I would suggest that competition at all levels is a good thing for
pilot development and for the club, and I would ask that if at all
possible, whatever standard you are, you get involved this year.
T

OPINION

The shops sell them, the schools train us to use them,
many of us own them, the CAA allow the BHPA to
regulate them — what do we as a club want to do with
them? What am I talking about? — FLPAs, powered
gliders, para and hang. This side of our sport is
developing amongst pilots who see powered flight as an
end in itself or as an aid to free flight on light wind days.
As a club our only reaction to date has been to put up
latge " “KEEP OFF” signs on our sites. This is
understandable, since noisy motors could lose us
goodwill and even the use of more sensitive sites.




I don’t believe that there is any benefit to the club or to
FLPA pilots if we maintain this stay away attitude. The
SHGC includes and encourages pilots from HG, PG,
both hill and tow. Aerotowing has been successfully
developed with the blessing and resources of the club. If
we are open to FLPASs then we can-

a) find and develop new sites

b) teach and encourage best practices

¢) curb the possible excesses that get everyone a bad

name

Please let me or any other committee member know what

you think, one way or the other.

s s s

John Lancaster

---------

Saturday 8th April.

rarely seen,

‘The Southern Club lost une_ﬁfnurhest loved
members, Nick Smith, following a flying accident on

Nick will be greatly missed by everyone who knew
him. He always brightened up the day, bringing a
cheery smile with him everywhere that he went.

Our deepest sympathy goes to Nick's family,
particularly his brother Simon, without whom he was
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NOTICEBOARD

Small adverts are supplied by
the advertisers and are
reproduced here in good faith,
Ads. free to SHGC members,
otherwise £10 (cheques
payable to SHGC, in
advance).

Weather not right? Try flying
sailplanes at E Sussex
Gliding Club, Ringmer 01825
840764

Davron 804 vario , new
longer life battery, version 3
software, ASl, Barograph,
£250. Jerry -01273 461783,
0973 460168
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APCO FUTURA 28, Yellow, 75-
S0kg ACPUL Performance, under
12 hours, as good as a brand new
glider Also, Charley Reserve
Large;Kevlar Backplate; APCO
full-face Helmet. 07887 60 59 58
email.brian@usa.net

Laminar ST 14 200 hours £1800
David Drake 0181 508 9019
ddrake1646@aocl.com

PERCHE SAGA: PG. DHV1/2. 85-
110Kg. Ideal for CP/first glider.
Good condition, blue ,60 careful
hours, Manuals &

compression sack. £750. Tel: Dave
01803 227442

HEADSET for Open face helmet,
Boom mic, ear piece, PTT etc.
Boxed unused Cost £30. Sell
£20. Suits lcom, etc radios,
HARNESS - Apco Top Secura. As
new condition, includes reserve
pocket, System X back-protector,
lots of adjustments. £200. Tel:
Mandy 01273 589787 Eve. (01283
518855 Day).

SOLAR WINGS Typhoon S4 180
White mylar L/E. All blue wing.
Very low airtime, excellent
condition - stored indoors. £400.
SOLAR WINGS cocoon harness
with 24' parachute - good condition
E100. Dave 01243 574190,

AIRWAVE K2 .C of A, low airtime,
lovely handling, stored indoors. 2
spare uprights. £600. 0208 874
9522

ADVANCE SIGMA 4 . Large, 32
hours, as new; 2 tone blue ("wave")
with Rap harness, large Profly
reserve, vario, instrument panel;

new Charly helmet with radio
attachment. £2,300 the lot. Mel,
01730 821544

Complete kit - Nova X-Act 27, 11
hours, Perche annular 22 reserve,
Supair Profeel 2, back and side
protectors, Flytec vario, Kenwood
radio, cost over £3,500 new, £2 400
the lot 01435 810085 ar
Jk@kellys.uk.co

FreeX Frantic Plus (M) Paraglider
(Red/White) + SupAir Profeel
Harness with back protector High
Adventure Beamer steerable reserve,
all with 35 hours - absolute steal at
1200 squid. Airwave Pulse IT (M)
Hangglider + spare upright, spare
basebar and wheels - 35 hours. Bargain
at 1250 squid, Rob Clemes 01323
T26878. rclemes@iratnl freeseve co.uk
or relemes@europemO].nt.com

WANTED: Are you a budding
C.Plearly x.c H.G pilot wanting to
learn fast and enjoy flying with the
"Lads"? 1 am looking for a retrieve
driver for this year’s Nationals, This
does not mean you only get to drive
my 4x4, it means you will probably fly

. maost days, learn a lot more about

thermalling, decision making etc and
improve your flying. Interested -then
give me a call and 1 can tell you in
more detail, 01273 477388

Will Greenwood

WINDSOCK

copyright © 2000 SHGC,

Opinions expressed in this
magazine do not necessarily
reflect those of the committee,
Editor, or the SHGC.



