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elbalg:

the mriginar and the best
drinks container - always in

stock: harness mounted or
rucksack style, from £26.95

1999 BOLLE sunglasses NOW IN!

slcywateh o A OVENTURE PARAMOTORSS
Sky Systems are | .mtr | The UK's Best Seller!

distributors of Call us for details of our
these superb exceptional paramotor

Swiss-made packages for CP+ paraglider

windspeed pilots. We also offer fantastic !
indicators. The LI deals on conversion training to

new “Meteos” & #1 BHPA standard.

also features We have a range of

' hill, 3 compass, peak : |
wind chill, a compass, peak .00 4 new videos in
levels over time, etc. etc, Mini

Vario also available. stock now! hg and pg

SKY SYSTENMS

the one-stop shop for footlaunch pilots

66 Woodbourne Avenue, Brighton BN 1 8]
Tel: 01273 556695  FHax: 0127588 GOS0

visit our ; . e E*&:‘méq
e-mail: skyinfo@skysystems.co.uk s III G c u N l I N E !

online shop! |
web: www.skysystems.co.uk www.shgc.demon.co.uk v
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President

Chairman’s Letter om rau coian
S OLMA 4TI

S e e N | Hi everyone,

1053 GREI00 i R AL Lo ] . 4 i ~ v
Sl R S T o brian@skarpsey demon 0.0} Just a short letter this month. Preparations for the 25th anniversary
R e @reading 17 swinternel.co.ul celebrations of the SHGC are well un

derway. It will be an event to go
el el down in the annals of histﬁl‘y, if nu'tjuﬂ for the size of the hangovers,
IMEMOETAILP WL M oL

e O ] Final details will be forthcoming in future club magazines.
bt ill greensicod@BinismaLean On the front page of the April edition of “Windsock” we announced
1273 85716 the search for a new club logo. The response
e - we have received exactly zero entries to
e S e .- Come on ! This is your chance to make g name for yourself. Just

i imagine the pride you will have seeing your design on “Windsock”

_ S ; every time it goes to print, seeing it stuck on the windows of hundreds

T i e e '} of cars and on the flying suits of your fellow pilots. If you have an idea
e PLIR Bl [1] R ;ZI N ";-;__.: ' s’e_'n‘d'i_t to the club’s P.O, box or give it to a committee member when
1aing _ VLU = ' You next bump into one,
0140: To finish this month’s letter I w

Brighton ' thought,
ot Qs “ It does not matter what height you fall from, just remember
ST e | that it is the last half inch ( 12.7mm) that hurts.” - Safe flying
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Treasurer's Assistant

to this has been astounding
date. No surprise there then.
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ould like to leave with the following

Tim Hardiman

Iohn Lancaster
Dave Lewis :
‘Michael Lockerble :

Jon Munro il le Wil gl f w l n l ]

LUB WEBSITE eicome to the June issue!
wiww shoc demon.co. ik Firstly, - hello again from me; I've reconsidered my hasty decision to
WWW.SNZC.AcImnon : e : i = il
dple : A ; give up flying and Windsock. As | said at the closing ceremony of last
120, CLSITIER L, | } i o . . . -
it : year's British Championships, there are times when [ do feel

| like giving
up (see my previous piece about first aid for example), but one of the

major reasons for continuing is the number of good friends I have made

in the UK and in Europe.

There are times when one needs good friends,

Lots of good stuff again in this jssy
from Ian Blackmore; -1’1l be intere

N ’ ) - get from readers,

“ﬂ" ?\{f val 0374 %“J.m'ﬂT | ! [ h.D_]JE i vnjoyithe Iagazine.

Jﬁﬂ‘.'t:"ﬁ;.- Philpott
“Simon Oliphant

Steve Ozochugwit

Wiandy Sharpe

',’j‘:ﬁ._\f!‘.;",_iiil :.':f&’.'i:iiﬂi.t::i‘,.'.i'l : ) LlFJ"ﬁ‘(‘ Fr%’ ks
COACHES Hang Gliding
S ey 0181 744

01444 2

AL

Alniihy

Richard

Chris Jones
Kelvin Kincald

e, including another nstructive piece
sted to see what reactions this might

AL '-"5;.;,5 O B36723
chardson Q16898207

- Stewart Owen, Editor




' SOUTHERN CLUB H.G. MARTINI LEAGUE ;
“a“gi“g leag“e Kc News Name 1st 2nd 3rd dth 5th TOTAL:

STEVE 180.00F 1150 295.0
TREVOR 51.5 850  1350DF 270 219.0
: - , WILL 159.0 DF 159.0
from Ozzie Haines 0ZZIE 335 180 590 60.0 115
ate (25 May 1999). : ' : ' '
: ables to date (25 May | JOHNNY 700 350  18000F 105.0
Here are the X.C. League [ - h gusto. In May a number of JOHN YOUNG 255 180 305 74.0
The X.C. League was started with much gusto. In . filvets TONY 70,0 . 70,0
ilots flew D P flights to Deal, but I hayen’t rccewedl any o 5 DARREN 40.0 40.0
pilots flew D.F. 5 st have your flight log with DAVE 37.0 37.0
X.C. details as yet. Remember you must have y
&l ; - flight.
SRR e SOUTHERN CLUB H.G. AEROTOW LEAGUE
There’s anew L . Name 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th TOTAL:
see - but only three entrants so far. ‘ e WILL 159.0 DF 159.0
ly one Defined Flight per flight is acceptable but if yot TREVOR 135.0 DF 1350
Also only on | > flight neither will be accepted 0ZZIE 33.5 19.0 52.5
declare two different goals on one flight ne

' ules) a
unless anyone can produce (from the National X.C. League Rules)
rule to countermand this.

SOUTHERN CLUB H.G. SUSSEX LERGUE

SOUTHERNY Witve
LASTTHURSDAY 0€ THE MONTH

i it @
\ ;¢ k0 s o | THE SIVOWDROP" it LEwES
A 27.0 : . . 5
WEOR st 85 {1500F 2150 DRIVK BECR - TALK FIYiNG - BE S0CIAL - BE THeRe!
JOHNMY : ; :
180.0 DF 171.5
oz 35 190 90 600 1500 WINDSOCK CONTRIBUTIONS
WILL 159.0 DF 40.0 1) E-mail or Floppy Disk. Only small graphics/photos can be accepted - as either gif or Jpg
DARREN 40.0 37.0 attachments. For articles, Microsoft Word
DAVE 30

ts fine, but we accept tx1, rtf works, ete.
2) Typewritten in large clear characters for scanmng in if you mise

3) Smaller items such as notices and ads may be handwritten.

E_nﬁ“ Contributions may be edited unless the author declares “all or nothing at alf”.
SOUTHERN CLUB H.G. WEEKEND L

POST to SHGC, PO BOX 1359, Brighton, East Sussex BN? 4AS

25.5
JOHN YOUNG 25.5

4th 5th TOTAL: E-MAIL to windsock@shgc. demon. co.uk
Namie 15t 2nd 3rd 245.0 WINDSOCK DEADLINE - First of the month - first COme first served!
JOHNNY 35.0 180.0 DF 180.0 Items may be published on the Website as soon as they are processed.
STEVE 180.0 DF

077 B5 190 %0 600 e WINDSOCK ADVERTISING PRICES
TREVOR 515 . :

o Please send adverts as
s 56.0 No. issues 1/4 page 112 page full page sharp A4 copies to the
JOHN YOUNG 255 : 40.0 r £8.00 £14.00 £25.00 PO Box Address.
DARREN 40.0 37.0 3 £16.00 £25.00 £44.00
E 37.0 6 £29.00 £44.00 £79.00
Cey 12 £50.00 £78.00 £126.00




REROTOW NEWS sromwinsrecawoo

The Tug has been relatively busy, mainly off date was the end of the month. Tow
with Tug Cﬂlw‘fi'ﬂiﬂ‘ﬂs and 3’_@: pilots charges remain the same at 2.50/1 000#
making the most of light wind days. (and 5.00 /1000t for non-members plus
Congratulations to Martin Brady on 200 clip-in fee, unless you are a SHGC

achieving his Aerotow Coach
endorsement, - hopefully some more
members will join the ranks soon.
Membership renewals are now in and we
have a few new members in the group; if
you haven’t re-joined by now 1" take it
that you do not want to, as | said the cut-

member).
The XC record for the group is now held
by Will Greenwood and Ron Richardson at
106km Defined. The flight took place from
Chailey to Deal on 25th May and will
appear in Windsock soon!!!

That's all for now, Fly Safely. ~ Will

SHGC Paragliding XC League sponsored by sSky Systems Ltd

Positions as on 6/6/99

Martini table (anywhere, anytime).

{see April Skywings) with the following exceptions:

There is no minimum distance for straight flights.

v our can submit your flight details

by mail

- by fax to 01273 566330
by email to michel@skysystems.co uk
fram the internet www.skysystems.co.uk

There are 3 tables: Martini {(anywhere, anytime), In Sussex,
Pilat rating required.

In Sussex at weekends.

to Sky Systems XC League, 66 woodbourne Avenue, Brighton BN1 8E]

(1 [ Simon Oliphant _ [Apco Bagheera™ | 39.8 | 38.8[21.6[ 0.0 0.0 00] 100.2 |
2 | Paul Andon Nova Vertex 26 606|300] 00|00| Q0| 00! 906

|3 | David Newns Edel Open 370354 00[00, 00/ 00| 733
4 | David Watts Gradient Open 181 |167| 00|00 00] 00| 348

5 | Simon Smith Gin Bonanza 5 37.1| 00| 00[00, 00| 00} 27.1]
6 | John Ellison Nava Axon 24 (212 00[ 00[00| 00| 00| 212

7 | Alex Heron Swing Astral L Mio[101] 00]00[00]00] 21.11
| 8 | David Massie [ Nova Vertex 28 [114| 0.0] 00[00{00] 00} 114
The rules for the SHGC PG XC League are the same as for the National XC League
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forward in coaching and

I'e“er teaching, and shown an excellent

Dear Windsock, way to prepare for the exam. :ah
Also thanks must go to John | é . = o
May [ take this opportunity to Barratt and his additions to z f Ils é, =
thank the Southern Club’s Chief  Trevor’s lectures, including a | 2 1 g 23 ]
Coach Trevor McLoughlin for  great talk on 101 things you can WS = ZEARA FaEE s
organising and running an do with a polar curve! 5 = 5 f i o f ;_é ; ;i g > %’é ;—_ é.:_ : g H
excellent, well presented series [ wish all exam takers success SE ZE SEERD G38% 0 BR =7 .
of lecture nights that enabled 18  and if you ever doubted your 2 &2 gt Sd G f ; 5o {EE ;:’_5: ; £ o F
of our club pilots to take the knowledge as a pilot then go for i £ 2% =22 = =R £ A3 g ;lf 3
Pilot exam. your exam, a learning curve g >3 HERD 8§ 2FEE B 1=
Trevor has taken the lead on much bigger than a polar one. = S 5 & £ LHaR ’,g
moving the club a large way ' ' e L iEEET ;z
- received via e-mail % B f_ : 3 g;_* &
A8 " sl &
Golf & Paragliding Holidays sE=c i
ERIIES y | AL
in Alicante - Spain The best value ever? Al s s E‘TE S§ -.E
- £140 pppw (excl. Airfare) ST TR T N e B S g"_fr m!
This includes meeting you at the airport, taking you to your hire r 3 2 . ? r: £ & % § :— & ¥ m Edg I
car, and then to your luxury self-catering villa or apartment (many ==z t P g A2 Bdged 55 7 % S In
with swimming pool). cEz Sz 27 o o 2= E E oz S ﬂ
The price also includes a local instructor and transport to and e Fl e Bie s SE5 s 2 ;
from sites by a local club, NS £z EFS23570%
And if it’s too windy to fly you can play golf (or learn)! it 5 2 ;’i 5is ?; S ; E-:“ f§ Z ;
Based in Spain, we can tailor your holiday to your individual EIEags gk fw 8 = ;: T R
requirements, and offer ongoing support. & s 008 g8 EZ= e E-
. = SR 2 o= g o = E n e i
Please call Rachel or Francis on BESSs ggE @F Sgrieie
00 34 649 280 235 2 uBgm- 28 228 B
-2 2 g




Dead certainty

hy Dave Massie
Last year, we had a fatality in

this club as a result of a mid-
air collision. As it happens, it
would seem that the cause may
not have been overcrowding.
However, there seems nothing
more certain to me than that
the next death in the club will
be as a result of a mid-air
collision due to overcrowding.
Please note that [ didn’t say
‘possibly there may be a
death’, but ‘the next death will
be’.

Several times recently, [ have
been flying on the ridge, and
decided to land, because there
were too many pilots in the air
for my comfort.

Occasionally, I have come
dangerously close to hitting
someone. Sometimes this is
because I can’t watch every

there’s no pleasure in it.

Given this situation, I've
decided to land. But [ haven’t
been able to.

Why not?

Simply because it wasn’t
possible, due to other pilots
trying to take off into the
crowd.

This is nothing less than sheer,
bloody madness, and it’s got to
stop.

[t’s noticeable that when the
ridge gets overcrowded, that
it’s mostly the more
experienced pilots who land. If
they feel uncomfortable about
flying in such conditions, then
it’s too crowded to fly safely.
Period. If you’re in a crowd,
and spending the whole time
looking over your shoulder, it’s
no fun.

If you’re having lots of fun,

pilot around me; it simply isn’t  then you’re not keeping a good

possible to track everyone. At
this point, there doesn’t seem
to be any point in flying,

lookout, and shouldn’t be
flying.

No-one wants to impose any
rules on club members, after
all, this is free flying. This
should be a voluntary thing, It
should be obvious to any pilot
about to take off on a scratchy
day whether there’s room for
one more. If you’ve got your
CP rating or better, then you
had to pass the ‘airmanship’

part - this is what it’s all about.

In a long summer day, there’s
plenty of time for everyone to
have a good fly. If you’ve been
flying a while, land, have a
chat with your mates, let
someone else have a go. Take
off later when conditions get
better, or there are fewer pilots
in the air

Or have a set of rules imposed
on you. Your choice.

PS I’ve just come back from
Firle, where someone had to
lift their legs to

avoid another. ‘nuff said?

David Massie Safety Officer.

Lakes Charity Classic 1999
10th & 11th July

Entry forms are now available for
this year's Lakes Charity Classic
which will take place on the
weekend of July 10th - 11th. The
venue is the same as previous
years. The Kings Head Hotel at
Thirlspot, Nr. Keswick.

The Lakes Charity Classic is one
of the best events of the year,
flying in spectacular scenery and
raising money for local charities in
a fun competition environment.

All pilots are welcome,

The competition is limited to 60
paraglider and 40 hangglider
pilots, and is on a first come first
served basis, so get your entry in
early to avoid disappointment.

The entry fee is £25 which
includes the meal and bash on
Saturday night.

Entry forms are available from
Mark Stuart c/o Gin Gliders UK,
Blencathra Business Centre,
Threlkeld Quarry, Keswick.
Cumbria CA12 4TR. Or request
by

email on

LCC(@gingliders.primex.co.uk




AIRWORKS

TO ALL NEW SHGC MEMBERS
WHO HAVE JOINED THE CLUB SINCE JULY 98.*

YES TO HELP THE NEWLY QUALIFIED PILOT & TO INTRODUCE YOU TO THE SOUTHS LEADING PARAGLIDING CENTRE
WE ARE OFFERING YOU GREAT SAVINGS ON ALL THOSE EXTRA ACCESSORIES FOR THE COMING SEASON,

CHECK OUT JUST A FEW OF THE GREAT SAVINGS:- AIRWORKS ARE DEALERS FOR ALL

MAJOR BRANDS.
WE ARE THE SOUTHS DISTRIBUTOR OF ADVANCE & GRADIENT

I EMO THE NEW ADVANCE SIGMA 4 - PEACHY HANDLING DHV 2/3
OVA X-RAY NEW DHY 2 PERFORMER DEMOS AVAILABLE

SKYLINE RESERVE CHUTE.....vvvvuin.n, SAVE £35 )e
BRAUNIGER BASIS VARIO.................SAVE £19 VAST STOCKS OF THE VERY LATEST EQUIPMENT PLUS
MANY 22 HAND GOODS TOO.
HANWAG 2000 BOOTS...ooovivieeeinins SAVE £16
PLATYPUS DRINKS SYSTEM ONLY £9.95!
SKYLINE FLYING SULT L. e Ui e SAVE £20

BOOTS FROM £95.95

PASS YOUR PILOT EXAM - COMPLETE NOTES £7.95
WEEKEND LECTURES — dates to be confirmed, phone to book
EP TO CP TRAINING ABROAD - LOADS OF EXOTIC VENUES THROUGHOUT THE YEAR — LOOK OUT FOR THE CARIBBEAN ADVENTURE

AIRWORKS - SITUATED IN GLYNDE STATION NEXT TO MT. CABURN TEL.01273 858108

*10% OFF DEAL IS AVAILABLE UNTIL MAY 157 1999,

.AIRWORKS . THE OLD STATION . GLYNDE .
. SUSSEX . BN8 685, TEL: 01273 858108 . FAX: 01273 858107
. EMAIL: INFO@AIRWORKS, DEMON.CO. UK. HOME PAGE: WWW, AIRWORKS.CO.UK .
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Active Flying, Or How to keep it all Paraglider
shaped, Not Pear Shaped byian Blackmore

Typical scenario: Spring,obviously
thermic: local Skygods launch into
thermal on their deathships and start to
thermal away. It all looks lovely, Red
ribbon watching thinks, “looks.
smooth, no collapses and my glider’s
safer than theirs”, launches, and gets
huge collapse entering thermal, Why?
Why should the safer glider collapse
and not the deathships? The main
reason is Active Flying - quite simply
using the controls to keep the
paraglider at a positive angle of attack
at all times.
Next time you see one of your local
skygods cruising along on a choppy
day, watch what they are doing on the
controls. Whereas Johnny Xyon pilot
is cruising along with his hands off the
controls and X bracing jacked up
happy as Larry, Cid Skygod will be
seen rolling around left and right in the
hlamass and his hands will be pumping
like pistons on the brake controls
keeping the glider directly overhead
and into wind at all times. The reason
for all this frantic activity is that the
Deathship will probably fold up given
the slightest opportunity and Cid
knows it. Johnny’s Xyon will fold up
as well but it takes a lot more
turbulence to do it. The problem is
Johnny Xyon pilot is blissfully
unaware of this and simply trundles
along till he hits a bit rough enough to
do the business. Johnny’s Xvon then

behaves just like any other DHV 2 or
2/3 and falls out the sky, violently.
Nn}vadays, when a highly collapse
resistant intermediate does hit air
Fough enough actually to collapse it it
1s also rough enough to give vou a
whopper, - then it turns, and fast.
Older gliders tended to give you
progressively larger collapses in
progressively rougher air. Modern ones
tend to not collapse at all until it’s
rough enough to give you a whaopper.

Su_:r what makes the glider collapse?
Stmply, too low an angle of attack. The
Angle of Attack is the angle between
the Apparent Airflow and the Chord
Line of the wing. Provided we always
have a positive angle of attack,
(apparent wind hitting the underneath
of the chord line) the wing will
generate some lift and keep tension on
the lines. If the apparent wind is ever
allowed to make an angle above the
chord line then the wing will try to
generate lift downwards ( very briefly),
unload the lines and promptly collapsé.

So how does the angle of attack
change in flight?

Beyond our control, changes in the
airmass, ie moving suddenly into air
that is rising, falling, or higher/lower
windspeed than the air we have just
flown through. This changes the angle

of the apparent wind.

Within our control, changing the chord
angle by sudden applications of the
brakes and pitch changes as a result of
longer applications of the brakes.

In Practice, Active Flying as regards
pitch control can be broken down into
two sections: pitch control, and
maintaining pressure.

Pitch control is simply keeping the
glider above your head. This is the best
place for it to be to cope with changes
in the airmass.
[f the glider is behind you, (pitched
back) it is more likely to stall if you fly
into a rapidly rising airmass in this
configuration, Quite simply, if the
angle of attack gets too high the wing
will stall. Obviously the more brake
that is applied the higher the angle of
attack, Hence whenever the glider
pitches back behind the vertical you
keep the brakes up. Almost all certified
gliders (when new) can cope with
falling right onto the horizon behind
vou and not stalling (gust stall)
provided you do not apply any brake.
The glider is highly unlikely to tuck
whilst behind you so just keep the
brakes up and wait for it to arrive
overhead again.

When the wing is in front of the
vertical however it’s a different matter
altogether. Whenever a paraglider
dives in front of you it is much more
susceptible to collapsing especially at
the point when you’ve just started to

swing forwards again. If the wing
starts to dive forwards from the
directly above position - hit the brakes.
Keep them on up to the point when the
wing stops travelling any further
forward and is just about to start to go
back again. Then release. How hard
should vou brake? From the moment
the wing starts to move forward from
directly overhead you can brake as
hard as you like provided you release
the moment it stops going any further
forward. In a particularly vicious dive
It is sometimes necessary to depress
both brakes fully sometimes even with
a wrap in order to prevent the glider
diving below the horizon. In this case
(not common on intermediates) the
glider may even full stall and
horseshoe in front of you. Again this is
not a problem so long as vou release
both brakes as soon as you start to
drop below the glider again. The wing
will simply unfurl and you will
pendulum neatly through.

So, in summary. Wing behind you,
brakes up. Wing moving forwards
from directly overhead, brake and hold
until it starts to return to its normal
position. Then release immediately.
The faster and more violent the dive,
the harder you brake.

Another type of active flying we do is
maintaining pressure. What I mean
by this is reacting to sudden and
momentary changes in the airmass
which try to deflate the wing. These



are quick, sudden and short lived
applications of the brakes to maintain
pressure in the wing as it tries to
collapse. First of all you will not
notice these changes if you have no
tension in the brake lines. So keep
Just enough tension in the lines to
feel what’s going on. If the pressure
in the line suddenly drops rapidly
pull down on the brake until you get
the pressure back and then
immediately ease off again, This is
almost like pumping a brake when
you try to re-inflate a collapse.

Doing this well often results in your
experiencing a minor tip closure as
opposed to a full blown asymmetric.
There is one instance when this may
not be advisable and that is when
you get a full blown leading edge
collapse (full frontal). On some
modern wings this happens so fast
that even the best of pilots do not
react in time. What happens is that
the leading edge collapses all at
once. To the pilot this is felt as;
suddenly no pressure in either brake
line, a brief falling sensation and
then a deceleration and pitch back
like falling off the back of a chair,
By this time any application of
brakes will simply exacerbate the
pitch back and the subsequent dive.
Only if the pilot pumps the brakes
the moment the leading edge starts
rolling under can they improve on

the glider’s natural tendency to re-
inflate. In rare cases the glider may
remain tucked and then a quick
pump of both brakes will re-inflate
it. 1f the glider has stayed tucked for
a few seconds you are probably in a
vertical descent anyway and the
recovery will only be a mild dive.
The worst thing a pilot can do in a
tull frontal is to pump out the
collapse a little late, ic when the
wing has already fallen back and is
already re-inflating. This can result
in a greater pitch back or even a
brief tailslide - followed by an
extremely violent dive on recovery,
I’ve seen even DHYV 1/2 gliders go
45 degrees below the horizon in this
situation.

The secret to good Active Flying is
firstly understanding what is going
on, and then reacting correctly
(timing and amount) to it. Being a
good active pilot allows you to do
two things. Fly safer and more
comfortably, and safely fly wings
with less inbuilt pitch damping, Why
would you want to? Pitchy wings are
far more dynamic and fun to fly,
They cut into thermals better, are far
more fun to sling around, and come
back overhead far quicker if they get
pitched back behind you, They do
however get very scary as you reach
your own limits of active pitch
control and start to miss-time your

reactions. In other words, do not
move up a class before you’re ready.
When are you ready? Ok this 1s my
own personal view. If you want to fly
a DHV 2/3 then you should be
perfectly capable of (and recently
practised at) recovering from full
stall and spin (the two manoeuvres
requiring greatest pitch control) on a
DHV 2. And that’s not with Jocky
wittering in your ear etther. That’s on
your own, reliably and neatly. Think
about it, what on and when did YOU
last practise full stalls and spins. Not
necessary in England you say! I've
seen one instance on southern sites
in the last week where a pilot
completely lost it in a thermal,
almost certainly through poor pitch
control and a lack of active flying.
‘Thermals low and on the edge of the
sea breeze can be as strong and as
rough as almost anywhere so
claiming that you only fly in
England where it’s smooth just
doesn’t cut it.

Having said all this about the need
to practise stalls and spins I'd like to
emphasise that they should only be
practised in a safe environment on a
suitable wing.

By suitable wing [ mean -a) one that
is certified for the manoeuvres; b)
one that’s safe enough for you to
have a chance of learning something
from the experience and ¢) anything
above DHYV 2/3 starts to get

seriously ifly in stall and spin with
even the best pilot in control.
Unfortunately last year my only
wing was Firebird’s Cult which was
not really suitable to practise stall
and spin on so | managed to borrow
a modern intermediate for the big
manoe¢uvres and just practised
collapses on the Cult. Even so the
modern fast intermediate proved to
dive pretty violently in a hands off
recovery from stall and spin. Doing
absolutely nothing it recovered fine
(just,- in smooth air) but I would
imagine even a slightly miss-timed
response would have initiated further
manoeuvres. The moral is, even on a
modern DHV 1/2 you have to get it
right, or let the bugger sort itself out.
DHY 2 or above, you've got to help
it, and get it right.

So to start with think about active
flying. Are you doing it? Are you
reacting to turbulence or just sitting
there like Johny Xyon? Any of the
top pilots in the club will be more
than happy to explain or comment
on your pitch contrel. All you have
to do is ask them. Poor pitch control
and a lack of active flying are the
main causes of collapses and
cascades. Sort it out and it all gets a
lot safer.

Sweet dreams.

[an B,
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summary of the June committee meeting
Details of the new BHPA/National Trust site agreement outline were
presented to the committee.

The trophy case is still on track for its destiny at the Dyke.

The BHPA has reported 14 passes from our recent Pilot exams.
Membership renewals are now reported to be well over 200,
Reports that the new Firle bottom landing isn’t visible enough from
the air - plan to replace laminated map and pubhsh in Windsock

dgil in.

We will look into getting printed flags for extra publicltyfeafety
when marshalling sites.

Aerotow group continues strongly, 29 renewals/3 new members,
new site at Chayley is providing good XCs - Deal! Budgeting to
repay £ 1500 this year.

Club leagues continue well, we decided to allow short XC entries to
encourage new pilots to boast! Note also that for declared XCs, only
one target can be declared a day - more would be cheating. Of
course, one can still then go anywhere and call it a normal XC,

25th celebration barbecue on track, Sat 14th Aug!

We discussed the projected budget for the year. It seems we can
afford the super new Windsock afier all!

Brian Brunswick
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PARAGLIDERS

Let us wish them good luek

2re Coming
CORNne Sourhaa

Robby
Bruce Goldsmith

This trio are awesome in de
Double World HG & PG and British Cha

with this exciting, challengi
. ; ging business opportuni
in these somewhat difficuls developing times, ity

You will be able to test fiy...

their new wings b i
vy hill or tow at vari [
Sl 2ricus sites throwu
outheast shortly, Hosted by CFl Andy Shaw aﬁg;?wet
team at Green Dragons. ¥

To make thi
il :I.: allzuccass for everyone, we are currently taking names, location
ide is I ;
glider you L:Lh r,o_fly.lThen. ugon Robby's arcival fand weather pe-;rmittin 1
Andy will ring around to organise the groups. .

Hobby is recently back fram flying in the Himalayas - as wall
EE. the rest of the warld - and will be at hand Lo give
his wealth of knowledge and gxperience,

T

John Pendry

sign, testing and results.
mpions - and they are all BRITISH.

, numbers and

An experience not to be missadi
&et your name on the list at

GREEN DRAGONS now!

01883 652 666

MNo obligation to a sale

- JUSt join in the experience!

Safety Advice

from Club Coach Dave Lewis

I’ve recently seen some advice which I'd
read on how not to crash being ignored, or
at best stretched. resulting in the predicted
consequences. These incidents deserve a
wider audience in the interests of avoiding
helicopter rides. All of these were by
highly skilled pilots possessing very fine
glider control and an unhealthy amount of
confidence. Each was the result of a
combination of errors which add up to
disaster,

Flying very slowly carrics a high nisk of
stall, The pilot was in control, except he
was flying in moderate thermic conditions,
so he had no brake left when he needed to
damp out the pitch. The result was an
asymmetric at about 100 feet, an
overcorrection into a spin followed by a
splat landing under a just-inflated reserve.
(The reserve was still in the ‘downplane’
position at the moment of alighting!)
There’s no point in flying that slow, min
aink is no slower than 1/4 brake. Get your
landing gear down early. The above pilot
landed on his back. If he landed on his
legs, preferably in a PLF, he'd have
probably been flying his glider again
shortly afterwards.

Don’t mess about on an unfamiliar glider.

The above pilot was flying his "bought that

day’ new serial class wing.

Don’t use a speed bar close to the ground.
Another skilled pilot. The bar drops the
angle of attack of the wing making it more
liable to front tuck.

The additional speed also makes instability
more violent. This lucky pilot took oftf in a

strong wind, pushed the bar and tucked the
wing. Splat from 10 feet. It’s best to fly
like an old woman near the ground.
Don’t try to fly in wind too strong. Above
a certain speed the air becomes very
turbulent very quickly, That fact and the
need to fly with no brake, or worse still,
speed bar is a recipe for tucks. It's
pointless anyway, there’s no challenge
staving up; unless you can judge the
difference between geostrophic (normal)
wind and wind eaused by thermals sliding
up the hill. Those thermal days are Just as
dangerous, but do carry the promise of
large height gains.
Don't induce big ears close to the ground.
Yanking both can induce a front tuck,
yanking one an asymmetric. Our stout-
hearted strong wind pilot, going for a big
ear landing, used up another life when he
spiralled in on half a wing, just squeezing
it out and levelling as his feet touched
grass. 1f he had started 5 feet lower: Splat.
Never induce big ears unless you have
enough height to deal with a major
deflation. With a little forethought there’s
no need to land with ears, the wing doesn 't
fly any faster. Similarly, getting big ears
out carries a risk of stall and should be
done with enough height to perform a stall
recovery. The correct technique for
inducing big ears is to look at the A line,
crack the ear by twisting your hand, then
slowly pull it in. When stabilised, do the
other one, And always have good height to
sort out trouble.

Unless you like helicopters of course.
(Thanks for the exciting demonstrations
chaps.)

Happy Landings...

. =
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SKY SYSTEMS ITD i UIIUL BDUMIIL it
NEW SHOP! 66 Woodbourne Avenue '- ST Gy e |
Brighton BN1 8EJ - - - :
From the A27 take the Hollingbury turn
take the first right off Ditchling Road !f

tel: 01273 556695 fax. 01273 566330 e and Yok
E-mail: skyinfo@skysystems.co.uk QRIBHCLL S EHE AR
http://iwww.skysystems.co.uk : click here for more info!

France SIV - Annecy (tbe), Junelduly France - St Hilaire Festival, Sapt 99
Spain ~ Piedrahita, Sepl 9

Turkey - Olu Deniz {lbe), Oct 99
Spain = Hotel California, Qct 99

Spain - Lanzarote, Nov/Dec/Jan. 99/2000
Chamonix - Flyers Lodge, Feb/March 2000 France — Peisey Mancroix, March/April 2000

off, direction south to Brighton, then
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Ozee flying suit: Summer weight, full le

suit bft + pifot. As
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zips, map & radio pocke
new - £65 -
Call Chris on 01372 336460

Al o

irtime. Unflown

- The SIV'trip to Anneey in July - if you feel the need to do an SIV, give Dave a call.

- The St-Hilaire Film Festival - in the Massif de Chartreuse near Grenoble - a must.

Stunning scenery, electric atmosphere and amazing flying. We are offering a trip Rl

staying in St-Hilaire and flying in the area for the week befare and then chilling for the 2

four-day festival (or you can fly if you wish). Let me know if you are interested.
' - Dave Perrin
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Announcements will appear in

three issues - so pleas
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t Giel harness with reserve and back EFI.l[

to their range of paragliders by Edel, 1399
Nova, Apco, Adventure, Airea, etc.
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call 01273 556695 &

come and see us at our new
shop, or catch us on the hill
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