A SELECTION FROM OUR SECON D- HAND LIST
1 R Paragllders!

TREKKING RITMO. medium with SAS2 harness and backplate, £600

COMET LEVEL Medium/large. Good condition. £1,400

ITY ASTEROPE. Medium - average condition, good for beginner on a budget. £789
ITV AGENA Medium, good condition, £1,400

ITV AGENA Large (30) - excellent condition, includes quality harness. £1,500 bar gain
ITV TOPAZE 30 (large), yellow. Very good condition. £1,000

ITV MERAK 96 small; extremely good condition. £1,500 e |
FIREBIRD BARRACUDA 28, Blue/white, 50 hrs airtime. £1,200 W = |
UP PICKUP TANDEM. ex-demo, £2,000 QL’E{ 79_33;54 |

AIRWAVE SAMBA - 26 (med), coral pink. Ex-demo. £1,899
TANDEM ITV MERAK, good condition. Perfect performance tandem - ask Sean! £1,700

0% FINANCE on selected items

'NEW FOR 1998 - FREE!

WITH EVERY NEW GLIDER FROM SKY SYSTEMS
-1 YEAR CANOPY INSURANCE (includes FL‘YING RISKS)

;E50 VC:UCHER fm‘ your: first CANOPY CHECKOVER (valid 1 year)

.....

o ' A FEW LEFT!
Hallg Ghders - | 1998 Calendars
TYPHOON, med, OK cond, £200 (Hang Gliding or Paragliding)
_PRO»'AIR DﬂWN Klllng}St lessﬂ | £14.95

SKy Systems Ltd
Edburton, Nr. Henfield,
West Sussex BINS 9LL
Tel: (0O1273) 857700
Fax: (01273) 857722

emall: skyinfo@skysystems.co.uk
web: http://fwww. skysystems.co. uk/




LW

i

with néﬁf and r:ln:f:mdndmg nb mm bab &Hﬁl
old house to chcmh : }f g E

Hnwgvgfif it;is AGM time, and we would rLal]y
;ippl‘ﬂﬂ ate it il y ou EDll]l‘i mal r_*:;;:f: EffDI‘t and

E‘-‘?

"= n So dn come. ?i“ﬁ& easy o get
to. Itis to be held at Claire Hall, Perrjrmnunt Rd
Hﬂ}’WdI’dS Haath .

e i E'\-
S 5 g

_; ﬂ fmm e ﬂf’l‘wa ﬁt&tmn and haq a 1ﬂ car ark
and ﬁf-i»'ﬂ have nrg%tﬁfﬁéd a bar. . E ,_5_:, _ EE@ ]::-

lf ynu havc any pmpnsa]s you wmu!d lika cnnmdenng at thﬁ AGM Please let me

have them in writing at lgas!; tWo Wﬂt‘:k‘; befor e und I can m-:ludﬂ the:m on 1hr:
- ﬂgenda - . i - - .

s--.\".

ere. 33’*'3 ﬂ '4"'1"-'“1?'13 ﬂf .:":.%"iicﬁucm that need yﬁur attgnn{m .

A -.-_ i

L URN fi 1jn now, untll further nnuﬂﬁ, Nﬂ landing, tak& oﬂ' s or low ﬂ}'m
- the western extension (next field) - because t::f pregnant sheep! ’ﬁ% will post
nnucﬁ's" on the gate when the: ban is lifted. |

-\.-'.‘\?":

2. There ,lﬁ a sPnnsmﬁ:d

gmmmg ll‘li’ﬂlléh Dlt{:hing amf ﬂle D}I

‘whgn they are near, EE considerate so they can have a g
glider p:lntq ara nice penple' {Wﬂ need good pub=

e

e
":-

a-\:%?#&; S

Lastly, but naﬂ%ﬁﬁf please be wary on yﬁur first f]ﬁgg]a;s this year, thﬂre are strnng
- small thermals and turbulence, I have seen two canopies blown into fences an
~ injured Ieg and Eevera] near nussas already in two ﬂayﬁ%ﬂ J;liﬁ h111 Be Care:ful

| o |

. B0, 1f its cmwcfe_(.l; "; ’f@:sfhaif an hﬂuﬁg then land for a rest smd let q{}me{;@ .
':}f? ﬁliﬁﬁiﬂ a fly again when it's e %E crowed. Also try to spread out %@fﬁ
~__ Yyou don't have much ﬁKPEI' ience on that site, do a top to bﬂttmm with a really -

. 5-"‘3&1&*3 spot laﬂﬁf’fﬁg - 1It’s Vﬂry good pl‘actme .

Well that’s all T can thmgfﬂf $0 ﬂy ‘iﬂfﬂl}’ dﬁ{iﬁftjny -
' - ’igﬁ e
oo .

ase look out for horses. Try to fly away and not towards tl':-;ann't

e :
2 ;
EaEmaE

|

@

- — e

The
SOUTHERN
HaMG GLICHWG

. Club

Windsock

Magazine of the Southern Hang Gliding Club
March 1998

Windsock Editor Schools Liaison Officer

Vacant Adam Goodsell 01273 749412
(W) 01293 648244
President adam.goodsell @unilever.com

Johnny Carr 01444 471137

Social Secretary
Chairman Kristin Hansen 01273 514993
Finn Kennedy 01273 858221

Club Coach
Secretary John O’ Neil

Paul Coidan 01444 451824
Airspace Officer

Treasurer Johnny Carr 01444 471137

Peter Day 0118 942 143'1?\//

(W) 0118 9538135 Competitions Officers

Mike Millwood (W) 01273 858108 PG
Ozzie Haines 01273 418293 HG

Copy

Written clearly, typed, or PC disk - preferably
plain text or RTF, not Word .doc

Display Adverts: Preferably Corel Draw,
Pagemaker, Neg film or EPS. Not a paper print -
very poor quality results.

Membership Secretary
Dave Matthews 01273 857163

Safety Officer
David Massie 01403 268601

Sites Liaison Officer
Finn Kennedy 01273 858221
Sue Brooks 01273 857163

(W) 01444 441881 x 4859 PO BOX 1359, Brighton, East Sussex

Sites Control Officer BN2 4AS

Jerry Hansen 01273 461783

COVER: Dave Williamson and Sara
over Newhaven



How Was It For You?
The Joy of S.E. X/C Dual Flying by Dave Williamson

For the last six years we’ve been dual flying
on a Typhoon 180 which four of us chipped
in £50 each to buy and I'd always intended to
do a dual X/C, given the chance. On a really
good day I'd been up to 3,000 with a passenger
but couldn’t go over the back as ['d got other
passengers waiting on the ground. This year
my girlfriend, Sara, bought a brand new
Alrwave Fly 2 (supplied by Andy Shaw of
Green Dragons at two weeks notice) as she
was fed up with waiting for the perfect day
to do a dual X/C on the Typhoon. The Fly 2
1s a purpose built dual hanglider with a large
wing area and good handling which gave us
the chance to go dual flying every weekend
when the weather was good in March and
April,

On the 12th April it looked good for thermals
with a moderate N/E wind and so [ arranged
to meet Sara at Firle, When she arrived at 11
o'clock I'd got the glider set up and ready.
The wind, however, was northerly and ev-
eryone who took off ended up bottom land-
ing. I was wondering if we should have been
at Ditchling. By 12 o’clock we decided to

take off in the next bit of lift that came along
and if it was no good then we could de-rig and
go to Ditchling, We took off and soared around
in bubbly air but could find no cores big
enough to circle in. When we were halfway
down in the bow] I was setting up for a bottom
landing on the wheels, cross-wind along the
clear strip at the edge of the crop field.
Unfortunately there was another glider going
down and making an approach for a stand up
landing into wind, at right angles to us, I s-
turned to let him get lower than us and land
first but, of course, he hit some lift and shot
up to the same height as us. We weaved around
until I managed to put in a 360 and slip round
the back of him, both of us landing O.K. I
appologised to Sara for bottom landing, as
I'd told her that I had felt it in my bones that
it was a good X/C day.

We carried the glider and harnesses round two
fields and back to the road where I de-rigged
it while Sara walked up the hill to get my car
so that we could go and try Ditchling. While
she was getting it she met Dave Keepax and
he told her that it was no better at Ditchling

a

so we took the glider back up to the top of
the hill and started rigging it again. Dennis
Thorpe had also bottom landed and said that
he’d had enough and was giving up for the
day. At 1 o’clock someone actually gained
enough height to top land and this gave us a
little optimism. By 2.30 it had got too windy
for paragliders to fly and we took off again
into a lift cycle. It was quite bubbly, we went
“ over the falls” as we were approaching the
bowl whilst scratching but we gradually
gained height by 360ing in a different bubble
every circle. Two other gliders were climbing
with us but they pulled forwards back to the
ridge. We were averaging a 1-up chimb and I
asked Sara if we should keep going. She said
yes, as that was our purpose for flying in the
first place. When we were no longer climbing
we turned downwind to catch up with some
of the lift that had previously bumped us
around on the ridge. Once we got mto the
next patch of bubbles of lift we stayed with
that until, at about halfway back to Seaford,
it became a proper thermal core with an
average 4-up climb.

By the time we crossed the coast at Seaford
we were just above 2,000 ft. We then had to
glide across and into the Northerly wind to

follow the coastline and stopped to circle the
first patch of weak lift that we encountered,
just before Newhaven. This turned out to be
no good as we were hardly climbing and were
getting blown out to sea. Leaving the lift and
gliding across the river at Newhaven meant
that we were down to 1,000 ft. With the flags
on top of the cliffs showing a moderate North-
erly. Sara started chanting “We want a ther-
mal!” over and over again, It must have worked
because within 30 seconds we were coring a 5-
up and drifting over the coast again.

After climbing to 2,000 ft.we cut crosswind
over the sea to get under the first cloud of a
street of three, which allowed us to fly into
wind and get inland at Telscombe Cliffs with-
out losing any height. We glided crosswind to
the next cloud and hit a bit of weak lift on the
way to it. I said to Sara that it wasn’t worth
stnppiﬁg for but she said that we should have
a look as it could get better. After searching
around it proved that she was right as we were
rewarded with a 6-up core, occasionally stron-
ger, which took us up to 3,200 ft. at 3/4 of a
mile out to sea off Saltdean. Another hanglider,
piloted by Andy Keyte, who had taken off
from Ditchling, went past us in the oppositte
direction, 500 ft. higher and 300 yds. further
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out to sea, Not wishing to get any greater
distance from dry land we glided back into
wind to arrive at the coast at 2,000 ft. and
then crosswind to a large, growing cloud. As
it was now getting on for 3.30 p.m. we pressed
on ghding straight across the upwind edge of
the lift for a few hundred yards, gaining height
all the way. Leaving that and gliding along
the coast got us down to 1,500 ft., but into
the next thermal. We climbed in a 5-up to
2,500 ft. with a big flock of seagulls and a
lone kestrel, which the seagulls were keeping
well clear of, far below us over the water.
Leaving that we glided over Roedean School
where there was a bit of lift, but too weak to
climb in. As we approached Stanley Deason
athletics track, on the edge of Brighton, I
considered landing there as we were down to
300 tt. There were, however, some seagulls
circling over Kemptown and they weren’t
flapping.

[ told Sara that I'd try a last ditch effort in
that patch of air as we could always land in
the playing field at the back of St. Marks'
school, if need be. The lift was no good and
so I told Sara to stay in prone and that ['d
make an approach for a wheel landing in the
school field. At this point I noticed that there

was a fence bisecting the field and so the land-
ing area suddenly halved. Turning in as low
as possible we stayed in prone and I got my
hands on the uprights for a nil-wind semi-
flare onto the wheels.

A group of children ran to us from the other
half of the field and crowded round. As we
stood up my Camelback, from which the
mouthpiece had become dislodged on land-
ing, sprayed water all over the place and the
children shrieked back out of the way. Some
nuns looked after the glider in their convent
across the road while we got a retreive back
to Firle (have you tried buying a “thank you”
box of chocolates for nuns? “Black Magic”
somehow doesn’t seem suitable!)

It had taken us 1 3/4 hrs. and six thermals to
[ly 16.64 km. Has anyone done a bigger dual
hanglider flight in the U.K."?

mile off the coast at Saltdean
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Kings College
&

Hospital
Charity League

This Charity League is open to all Club Members, and is to
raise money for Kings College hospital. It is set up so that
everyone has a equal chance of winning.

All Pilots will be scored for the distance they fly on weekends
in September. Paragliders will be scored per Kilometre, Hang
Gliders per Mile. There is no minimum distance, and no
maximum number of flights, so every top to bottom will count.
To make things a little fairer, pilots with less than 50hrs
logged will score double points, and all Red Ribbon Pilots will
score quadruple points.

So the points for a 8km/Smile flight would be:

+50hrs <50Hrs <10hrs
(x1) (x2) (x4)
PG: 8 16 32
HG: 5 10 20

There are three Charity League Trophies. Two Trophies for
Paraglider, and Hang Glider pilots who raise the most money.
The “Charity Cup” going to the pilot, HG or PG, who wins the
league with the highest points scored.

A minimum of £5 sponsorship is needed to enter the Charity
l.eague, so fill in the form, enjoy yourself, and Good luck!

Ozzie Haines

Please send all outstanding King’s College Charity League

monies or any donations to: Peter Day, 112 Cotswold Way,
Tllehurst Reading, Berkshlre RG31 6SR




The Swift Comes out Again
By Johnny Carr

e watched the evening weather forecast and it showed north to north west 13 to 18

mph winds which were certainly too strong for paragliders and a bit near the top end

for hang ghders. Having looked at my Swift log book only a couple of weeks earlier
noticing that I hadn’t flown the Swift since September 96, 1 thought it a good opportunity to get
it out of the garage. [ have been committed to the McCarthy Corporation Hang Gliding Team
flying Class 1 hang gliders all year so the Swift has had to take a back seat. Tony Lucchesi and
Stevie Cook arrived at the Dyke and as usual I had a few things to do before I could leave home.
[ arrived at the Dyke and rigged the Swift with the help of a couple of volunteers to whom I am
always grateful.

I noticed as I was rigging that the wind had dropped considerably and had backed to a north
westerly direction. I heard Stevie from above rubbing it in as he knew the hill would soon be
awash with paragliders and it would be a much bigger challenge to get up and into the sky that
was beginning to show potential. He landed and came over to me, stood shoulder to shoulder and
said “Truleigh and back all right?”. I was impressed and asked “have you really? - the wind is
north west”, The two and a half mile north facing ridge ending up at Truleigh is not easy to reach
and return when the wind 1s north westerly, I congratulated him and carried on with my own
problem of picking a thermal cycle to get me away from the ridge and into the ever improving
sky. About 12:45hrs, I got myself into the harness and ready. The wind had virtually died and
the ridge was hardly soarable. One mistake now and I would be at the bottom very quickly and
my landing options were not too clever either. Fortunately that must have been in the minds of
others as the ridge wasn’t that busy,

[ spotted a hang glider maintaining about 50" above the ridge and when he started to climb slowly,
[ launched, got airborne and flew to where he was. Oh dear - nothing!. I did a couple of desperate
beats of the hill, weaving around the other pilots and soon found myself below the top. I glanced
through the clear Mylar fairing at the only landing option, [ didn’t like it but was now facing the
reality.,

[ moved out from the ridge and to my relief found a thermal under my left wing and had to do a
left hand 360 degree turn to have any chance at staying up (Sorry Jerry!) I climbed out and when
[ was safely above the top I put the Swilt into a right hand 360 degree pattern as per the club
rules (1 am a good boy really Jerry!) Once abgve 1500 feet, I really began to relax knowing the
superb sink rate of the Swift would easily keep me up long enough to find another thermal. [ flew
around with Stevie for a while and challenged him to a race to Truleigh and back. He declined
laughing and reminding me that he had already done it while I was rigging, [ went there anyway
and found a thermal, climbed out and crossed the Steyning gap with a view to try an out and
return flight. T contacted Tony on the radio and he said “make sure you get back as me and Steve
have gone the other way and Claire, (Tony's wife and our retrieve) are chasing us™. 1 crossed the
gap successtully and found another thermal just before Chanctonbury Ring and climbed steadily
to cloud base. I knew I could glide to Parham Gliding Club from here but decided to push on and
see if [ could get to my old Class 1 record at South Hayshot. For the next few miles the thermals
were quite broken and because of this 1 decided to stay high. 1 glided north to Amberly and
joined a glider in a pretty good climb. With my old record in sight. [ remember thinking that [ am
on a swift and it seems a long way to Hayshot and I haven't even thought about going back vyet.
I successfully got to Hayshot and back to the Dyke on a Rumour 1 in 1990. I did make myself
feel better by reminding myself that this time I was battling into
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a head wind and that the home leg would be a lot easier. Every now and then I could hear broken
conversations between Steve and Tony, a constant reminder that if I bombed out [ will be waiting
a long time for a retrieve or more realistically have to make alternative arrangements. I pushed on
[ made a slight detour to a good looking cloud just south of Cocking gap, I wasted a bit of time here
because I would not believe that there wouldn’t be lift under it - don’t you just hate it when that
happens!. After an extensive search and a few hundred feet height loss, I pushed on muttering
obscenities at the cloud and glided towards Harting.

The sky is now going through a bad phase and looking quite overdeveloped with lots of shadow
on the ground and I now need to find some lift. I find a weak thermal under the scraggy sky and
climb back to 4000’asl. I am in no hurry as the sky 1s not looking that good. As I am climbing I
can see some good cells forming over Petersfield and streeting out towards the north west. I can
also see the sports centre near to where Steve , Tony, and myself landed back in March. I glided
out towards Petersfield in some really buoyant air and decided to take a photo of the sports
centre just east of Petersfield to mark the out point.

The sky has opened up now and the prospects of getting home now look good. I worked the
thermal at Petersfield to near cloud base and started heading back. There was a really peachy
cloud in the distance, just short of Amberly with a Glider marking the core as [ glided towards 1t.
Covering the ground fast on the downwind glide, I arrived in the core at 1,800 asl and started to
climb. The glhder left the thermal and I had it all to myself. I now felt good I could see another
really good cloud forming at Steyning. Gliding over Parham on route to the cloud, I knew I would
make it home. As I arrived at the cloud 1 was about 3000 asl and a convergence cloud started to
form underneath me (Isn’t life great?!). I played around a while as the Dyke was now an easy
glide away. Arriving back in front of the Dyke at 3000' asl, I saw a couple of hang gliders being
put in their bags and from the way they were facing [ could tell the sea breeze had gone through,
All T had to do now was land safely and I looked at several options but decided to land in the north
bowl in a south westerly direction. Idithered around a lot as I always do when landing the swift,
putting off the inevitable until [ am committed then I concentrate 110%, (it can be expensive if
you mess up big time.) I set it up perfectly which surprised me as it was 10 months since I last
flew it. Some of my hang gliding friends were there to share in my delight and help me pack it
away, (thanks lads.)

The flight in total took four hours - three to get there and one to get back.

Steve and Tony had landed near Dover. Whilst drinking a cup of coffee in my kitchen, I spoke to
Steve on his mobile phone. “You know your flight to Truleigh and back in a north westerly?” I
asked, he said “yes”. Ithe proceeded to tell him about my Petersfield and return flight. He said
that it didn’t count because I went the wrong way and should have gone downwind!! We both
laughed and about two hours later they all arrived at back at my house - The end of a good days
flying!.

Glider Ariane Swift
Distance flown 74 miles defined flight, out and return
Date 27th July 97.
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”"'-mﬂn&ntr&tmg on getting decent fﬂtﬂhﬂfd& aratf NOT SLIPPING! Oﬁ arrwal at the

i - .
TﬂIES Of the Iron Lion: Demaln ‘ Augi"e dl.l Mld” ~ take off the wind was getting stronger all the time, and Kenton urged us to not
SI‘EVE Uzachukwu | - ~ waste time preparing our gliders. The view was stunning, but | put my erampons
. ~ away and rigged up quickly. Then a reverse inflation and away!
After t[“iﬁf hu&&e %H@I buﬂflaf Df the St. Hilaire Film and Free Flying Festival | wanted | |
to go ﬁﬂmaw & E&Eith“ some Easy flying and a chance to relax. It's a short drive Relieved with a good take off, the ground slipped away and the scenery unfolded.
- . Hilaire to Che e?_ﬁ:-m'}ﬁ“ where I've flown in the past and have greatly enjoyed The snow field is just under 12,000 ft above sea level. Cloudbase is nearly 5,000 ft
 myself. This tima ﬂf y:aar its ﬁ_;_tﬂ} be in a chalet not under canvas, and I'd below you in the Chamonix valley. You are in the highest of the high Alps. Here the
. booked into the F"fyars Ln::-d@a‘ f: _f W‘B" knawn aﬁtabtlshment run by Denms Trott. snow is on the ground all year round and the scenery stunning. Silently slipping
| . past the jagged crags of rock pointing skyward, the serenity broken by Kenton on
Back at the chalei after a pleaﬁaﬁé s flyingﬁf ?’ alr’!ﬁf Jﬂux, Dennis mentioned the radio: “You're too far out, stay further to the left.” Looking behind me the other
that the weather sometime that week might allow for a flight off the Augille du Midi, three had launched, shortly to be followed by Kenton. After 20 minutes over the
the highest point attainable by cable fﬁ&fiﬂﬁl& eﬂ\fp$ and only ‘1,;%30 m hel;ﬂw the Vallee Blanche and Mer de Glace, | pop out into the Chamonix valley.
~top of Mt. Blanc. All the party wanted to go, and than later he mentioned that .
weather was Iﬂﬂkrng good and it might be in the morming. Wﬁ%i mterestﬁﬂ? "i‘@& . Thrilled with the flight | decide to try to extend it and manage to get to the North side
E:f:zﬂg}fﬁﬂﬂe' . ;_J-: . - of the Chamonix valley which is into sun. | manage to thermal up and fly for another
. 2 hours before | get tired and have to land. All told it's a brilliant day, with flights
5.\“& \weather maked good the following moming and after an early breakfaﬁt we ~ from Plaine Praz and Plaine Joux later in the day.
‘headed into Chamonix to get the guide and the crampons, which are needed fﬂl’ | | | |
 the walk down from the cable car station to the snow field where the take off is. A ~The Augille du Midi trip is a stunning flight that puts you up in the highest of the

~ serfous briefing session followed, as the flight from the South side of the Augille

_ du Midi takes you through the Vallee Blanche and then over the Mer de Glace. With

~the huge and invisible crevices there, Ianding short would be very risky indeed, and
all of us had to be sure of getting back into the Chamonix valley. The Sﬁuth take off
IS easy, but the North take off is steeper aﬁd more dlfhr.:utt .

| Suitably briefed and with our crampons we met up A wﬂ:h Dave, the gwﬁl& at 1?1& IMI O R I AN i NO I ICE

~ cable car station. Temperature is about 20 Celsius, but at the top its -5.... It's abtaut:_l

~ half an hour journey to the top and during this Dave briefed us all mn the climb _' :j';_' OUthern Hang Glldlng CIUb AGM
_ down. He intended to split the party of eight up into twn groups of f@{;rﬂ to make ,t - -

%Q%ﬁiﬁt on the climb down. The cable car ride in itself is brilliant with the views of

;h &v“gw e

lt_hﬂmﬁnm valiey, and snow covered peaks of the highest Alps.

. | P |
At th *tbp:i WH a!l headeﬂ nﬁ to the exits to the mountains. Large signs warn of the - . ON SA1 URDAY 28th MA«R(’H 7 30]]!’1’1

Claire Hall, Perrymount Rd. Haywards Heath
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..--;raagﬁhslﬁtw you have tﬁ‘ﬂsguma on passing them. A final word from Dave, the

guide and w% (in the ag%ﬁﬂ_gmup] watched as the first group put on their o ﬂn & vltal that as ma . caﬂ attend do atf@ ﬁd
_-j._cra:ﬂpﬁna a wera roped together. They then started the climb down, which took , . - . .
ack ridd ﬁﬁ’]’ he ridge is abnut 50 centimetres wide, and has a ' oth erw M ﬁ Wﬂ t count!
75 degree alnpe on althar ﬁiﬁ@ fﬂ‘ﬁiﬁ drop on both sides iﬁaﬁﬁm 200 feet, but is
worse near the top on the bjﬂrih ﬁ;ﬁé J!til {31 ’tl?[é party had ﬂ'llmhing sticks. Watchmg

the wind, t was onthe :.; : e H{ ’ J r J :
_easier South slope. The rest of us haaﬁaﬁ ﬁ*;rr the rastaurant hut fnund runﬂlng at . ' ) g Sl I' i 1 |
that aﬁituﬁla ﬂﬂuld Iea‘ve us out of breath ;

Halt an hﬂur Ia’fﬁr !‘was roped up, with crampnns on, at the front of thaﬂ@arﬁj .
headed down towards the take off. The initial unease of looking down the siﬁﬁ ‘s@%ﬁ?*”
the spine back waﬂ dispelled by the effort of walking with the crampons, and '-




PROFITS OR PILOT SAFETY?

Maybe its because I'm the most recently appointed Club Coach, or maybe it's because | work in an
area very sensitive to safety and risk, but I've noticed an alarming trend on the hill this year. | recount
3 particular instances below, but the law of averages says there must have been more.

The first occurred at Firle. A red ribbon pilot launched and managed to strike the base of his harness
on the ground in the process. As he flew away, a stream of water fell from below his seat; it was
obvious he was carrying ballast. | approached him after he landed, to ask him why he was carrying
the ballast. He told me that when he bought his new glider, it was too big for him, so the dealer told
him to carry the ballast.

The second occurrence was at West Firle. On this occasion a red ribbon pilot launched, and as
soon as he reached the front of the hill experienced a 50% asymmetric collapse. From his reactions
it was obvious that he had'nt the experience to deal with this situation. Despite his efforts, the
canopy admirably sorted itself out. However, by this time the pilot was heading downwind over the
back. He suffered a heavy collision with the ground, and was consequently removed to hospital by
ambulance. On investigation, it transpired that he also had been sold a glider that was too big for
him. His welight clearly placed him in the middle of the weight range for the next size down.

On the last and most recent occasion, | observed a red ribbon pilot at Devil's Dyke gingerly flying his
new Performance rated canopy.

These gliders were bought new from different sources in the local area. Surely it is not too much
to expect the dealers concerned, who also provide training, to act responsibly when supplying their
students with new equipment?

Jeff McCall
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Whaen arriving at a site you've nevetr fiown,
be sure 1o ask the local pliots for guldance.

. 1 Aluminﬂ ﬂacn
Disintegration Syndrome
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The Urraco Is undoubtediy a
step forward In Sports glider
technology.

The Qdyssey profile proving
Its superiority In this class.
Better glide at speed
6.30@ 48kph.- 7.6@37kph
Faster - 51kph top speed
(source ACELUL)

More atable ; read the test
pllot notes 1o see howl
Bulit to last Porcher
marine laminated Mylar
leading edge. Galvenor P.U
goated nylon, Aramid lines.

Profude

The Super stable fun
intermediate from
trekking. Comes with
trimmers neutralised,
certified Acpul
standard. When you
want more speed range
release them; certitied
Acpul performance.
Excellent with
paramotor

£1999 all sizes

ALAPIERTTE

D Digifly

Flight instruments

N E XT Harnessoes

Breeze Ideal first harness,
ABS, & cross brace, Integral
reserve big pockets speed bar
& pulleys. Only £169
Typhoon gel excellent mid
range harness, gel protection
Air biner quick clips ABS etc
etc £275 .
Hurrlcane gel 87. top of
the line, gel protection, all the
goodies £345

Securamax gel back
protector (the best) £75

The best materials available. Test fly the new Urraco or Prelude and see all
The best sports glider the |gtest kit, For the best service - Tuition -

available.
£2498 all siros

sales call Rob at Freeflight on 01903 206261, or
on the hill - mobile 0958 440519
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British Lannl.ln i drd 13th 17th _ &
Monaco Aerobatics Cup 2nd i i . i S :.
Peugot Race & Rally 1st i - :

.....

DEMO TOPL Esw - DMt Foo
- FORSALE @ ' " ..

Prices Start at £2600 o

For fr&e ﬂlghl"ﬁ
All Gllders in gmd;@ngdltlon

one seasonold.

Get yourself this superb
glider at a bargain price.

Ring Tony and Haggle!

We will be organising winter | .
holidays for both HG & PG in IR R
Southern Spain and adventure
flying holidays in the Atlas
Mountains of Morocco -

a real cultural experience and _ are agents |
some gfeaf ﬂymg’ i ;e;@;; . Ireo Mylg I

o | oo 'i[ ]' el |ﬂ|J"J ]n

Johnny Camr: 01444471037 KON O
Tony Lucchesi: 01444 g

¥ .f;x|

OPENFACE Y Speakerin '} AMEETIHNI (s 20

Speaker in ; helmet )
helmet : UEHSIHN i recess UEHS I{}N
o) S TR
Mike Boom Velcros Mike in
to helmet for easy Jﬂhiﬂguﬂrd
storage

11' [I]unclt “disconnect plugs)
Velcro to harnass for

180k security when flying
" "£60.95 courun l
~ including postage & packing

Access/Visa/Switch
accepted

The Telespeed Helmet interface has
been completely re-engineered for
durability and reliability.

* Cable upgraded to 4mm

* Disconnect plugs now metal
6.35mm instead of plastic 3.5mm

- *  Plugs Velcroed to harness
for security

NEW! —7
4mm heavy
duty cable

. * Openface mike boom has 2 offset
5 Velcro mounts to helmet for
secure fixing with quick removal
Rod BUCk after landing
106 Woodhouse Rﬁad, * Improved impedance matching
i reduces wind noise and improves
ShEﬁEEId 312 2Az clarity with Alinco radios

Finger PTT now has built-in
Velcro finger bands for secure
fixing with or without gloves

0114 253 0372
0836 284 853

S T . —— = P




e e e e

- SMALL ADS

‘-.mng Nlmhm medium. {&CI‘UI‘S}

Winner of the 1996 British Paraghding Cup.
£1750.00 ono. Dave Snowden: 81737 248356 (w)
01248 370560 (H) 0378 851536--@:&1&} :

Swing Nimbus large [ALPIJLS}
 Less than 20 Hrs, airtime. ii?ﬁﬂﬂﬁ cm::r Peter: F‘nm
01535 608132. fﬂ?ﬁﬁﬁzaﬂs (M)

. La Mouette 210 GH i’ﬁl ﬂmntnr ';
L Ew: demo, cmly Juqt ﬂnmm £2000.00. Inc. 1 days

SCUBA DIVII

is EI‘ naer :
“ihe best apﬂx«élﬁmﬂ.ﬂﬁf"ﬂ_ 4!31{1.{]{1 [nc. 1 days tuition. It i agf f I S C B A d.
fgmdﬂ o 25 (105K s easy, it's fun - learn to SCU jve
A CETT0
Eﬁﬁ:ﬁ?ﬁf %iﬁ 80 uﬂﬁg} Some of the best diving in the world is right on your doorstep
Situations vacant for Paragliding instmctﬂﬁ Hnd
trainee instructors. _ : 3 :
Tim 01273 858108 (Day) or 0467 264211 {m@ Learning to SCUBA dive has never been so easy. Course funding available.
I;}Jl?val X:;nn BS-IdHSKg Hllﬁlaphrf E&’i Hﬁiﬁ ‘:smi» | - f
2, 0ne proud Wner, i ce ﬂﬁ,ﬂﬁw
Eﬂlﬁlhﬂn TIF;: perfect wing to gﬁt‘ugh&mﬂstﬂy hlgh PADI OPEN WATER DIVEH
£1450.00 ono. Tel 01798 343783 : i ; 2 :
| L | An Internationally Recognised Qualification
Moyes Xtralite 137 e
 Mypood condition, Stored in- dnmm Hﬁ?ﬁ ﬁﬂ ono.
“._-Fﬁane 01273 418293 . | £1 75-00 ‘
J\g morphosi Reserve . L (Course Funding Available) ‘
M gore. ﬂm}éﬂhdrh%? %ﬂdnga Al condition,
5,00 ono 15
. WE OFFER:
EUIE' Kendo Méﬂmm 78, 'ﬁ'ht ilot weight, »
~ Acpul performance rated, Ve =g5"!l:2.lﬂl:1 condition i n - Try dives every WEEI{_- j '
-~ white w!;_13=:?¥§§§!ﬂ~;.t;pm:'§ -&ga 01252782500, . - PADI 5 Star IDC Training Centre, courses all year
i’fi"!" 92 k& b mc'ffl“%f-_'.g.:i ’ round from beginner to Instructor
-5.-: cpu 5. o Tal i i 1/
m 5.”. SEiehs Eg5gp {h), 01715 46 4799 () Qxygen admlnlstratllﬂn courses in the case of a div
l‘lri’M o e 5%_; E%ﬁfﬁs Ing emergency - Suitable for divers and non-divers.
Perche ax Large, . o i s pepge ' . ;
White/Purple, VGC, | year old, st & sise flying | Cumprgssnr and air filling gt;.atlun aﬂuﬂrmlﬂable on site.
| mﬂchf'}ﬂf‘;fgr%';ﬂ}ﬂﬂ% 5 O - Club with members of all diving affiliations.
5.__::;.’"}"}'};39“3 o824 (work), - Able to deal with any problems with equipment.
- - Fully qualified to service SCUBA equipment. DEVELOPMENT CENTER
- Equipment hire and sales (from a snorkel retainer sty B s vt
to a semi-dry suit!)
- Main agents for all the major suppliers of SCUBA equipment.

- Diving holidays specialising in the Red Sea on a luxury liveaboard - all
courses available on these trips.

"WHEEE!!

er details contact Margarett
612012 (Fax 01273 612013)

The Yacht Harbour, West Quay, Newhaven, East Sussex, BN9 9BY

Found at Firle recently: radio aerial
Call Richard Milla 01252 627319(H)
01252 382745 (W). biaalder )lL%

hang-glider
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