SKY SYSTEIVIS Ltd

EUROPEAN DISTRIBUTOR of HANG- & PARAGLIDING
EQUIPMENT MAIL ORDER - INDOOR STRIPDOWN FACILITIES
SHOWROOM & SHOP - PARAGLIDING SCHOOL

FREET GROUND RISKS INSURANGE (1 YEAR) + FREE INDOOR STRIPDOWN &
REPORT VOUCHER WITH EVERY HANG GLIDER PURCHASED
FREE! GROUND & FLYING RISKS INSURANCE {1 YEAR) + FREE CANOPY CHECK
OVER & REPORT VOUCHER WITH EVERY PARAGLIDER PURCHASED
WE SELEL GELEIDERS! AIRWAVE - ADVANCE - APCO

AVIAN - EDEL - FALHAWK - FIREBIRD - ITV - LA MOUETTE
NOVA - PRO DESIGN - SOLAR WINGS - U.P. - WILLS WING

The ITV Asterope - real p/g

performance, 12 grade A's.
Perfect value for money &
qguality for intermediates.

Looking for a top petforming, safe

A New Dimension In Paragliding Harnesses PARAGLIDER? COME AND
THE SAS GAVE PROVEN SAFETY AND s\ HAVEATEST FLIGHT ON THE /,

COMFORT - AND THE SAS II IS EVEN BETTER! | = NEW TV NUNKI = °
W-&VW

The SAS harness has been upgraded for 19931 -

shnck Ahssrbsr Systsm'

more safety, more comfort, more features... DREAMUKE HANDUNG
The SAS Il Includes - new reserve deployment EXCELLENT PERFORMANCE,
mechanism as standard. Backplate facility. Tow REAL CON F[DENCE

loops. Velcro pad for speed system/stirrup.

Loops to attach speed system/stirrup. Lots of R, (i
zipped storage space. Bullt in reserve bridles as JUSTIN-THEATW MINI*AND

standard. Working "semi-cross" geometry, Fully | "JUNIOR' ALTT-YARIOS
padded throughout for in flight comfort, "All-in- | COME AND HAVE A LOOK AT
one' construction for a smooth profile In flight. THESE BRILLIANT NIEW

Quality fittings. GERMAN INSTRUMENTS!

Come to the showroom and hang in one today!

____“-'_-“-__-h.___---_‘_--_—__----H_“_-“__1

: SKY SYSTEMS PARAGLIDING SCHOOL - We offer expert tultion fo all standards |
| - FROM A RECESSION-BUSTING £39.60 PER DAY.
I BHPA APPROVED - 7 DAYS A WEEK- Send for our info. pack or video !

LH____————____———--———---———---—_-H- ------

SKY SYSTEMS Ltd. Edburton, Near Henfield, West Sussex BN5 EILI.

Tel: Brighton (0273) 857700. Fax: (0273) 857722

Opening Hours: Monday-Friday 9.00-6.00 Saturday-Sunday 9.30-5.00

THE JOURNAL OF THE SOUTHERN HANG GLIDING CLUB

Free to SHGC Members

JANUARY 1993 )

IN THIS ISSUE- Bernic's Top Tipe -
IAN de HAAN's Fssfmgs Muck kcs:,ﬁ:_waw_g’adsr . s
'93 agm details! ")« ceniny
IRWYN’s "ANUS
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Site News
and more...
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PLEASE NOTE:
The CLIFES (not the bowl)
AT BEACHY HEAD ARE STILL

CLOSED ror stoc -

The peregrine falcons have

Devil's Dyke
Weather Machine:
0273 857002
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Small Ads:

Small ads are free to members
oF L2 to noncmembers. They
will appear in the mag for 3
1ssues before belng removed.

Cheques or postul orders
should be made payable to the
southern Hang Cliding Club,
und sentin with your copy.

SHGE Commitioe Mootings:
Coimimittea Meeilngs are held on the
st Wedneiday of evary month af the
Devil's Pyke Hotal.
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TheSHGC
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READERS PLEASE NOTE:
® Contents of this magazine
MAY NOT be reproduced
without the EXPRESS consent
of the SHGC Committee andfor
author, in any form whatever.

@ [he views expressed in
articles, letters, ete. in Windsock
are not necessarily those of the
SHGC, the Windsock Editor, or

started hreeding...

the SHGC Committee,

"Editorial”

b}i lan DeHaan 2P,

S

[ello everyone!
| hope that you all had a very good
Christmas. The flying has been much
hetter just recently starting on Christmas
gve, with some very good flying on
Christmas day at Firle!
[ know, as [ was there with two other
people.
Great 1ift up to cloud base and flying to
the trig point from the bowl!
All this on Christmas Day, what a treat!
[et’s hope that the flying for the new year
will be better than last.
Happy New Year to you all and safe flying.

X = lan

by Johnny Cair gk

Well, here we are again,

Congratulations!
To SHGC members

Chairman's Letter

.f’_'l.'.,___.,__——-.- .

another new year and I'm sure we're all
hoping for a better one than last.

| had a short flight at the Dyke in
December and that's my first flight since

| broke my ankle in August. | am looking
forward to some good flying in 1993
(Steve Cook - look out).

Looking further ahead - are we going to
see the Swift on our sites this year? |
really hope so. | thoroughly enjoyed Ben
Ashmans article in the December
Skywings. As the development of such
gliders comes along it opens up realistic
possibilities of aero-towing. | believe that
towing by winch will come in to its own
more this year, as our hills gel more
congested it seems a good alternative 1o
hill soaring, Marshalling the busy sites is

Lisa & Steve Brewer.
A baby girl - Jasmine Emily, wing
loading 71b S0z,
Latest design and colours - pink with
brown hair and blue eyes!
Already generating her own thermals.

good, and it's a solution to overcrowding
the sky but if a saturalion point comes
(and | hope it doesn’t) sitting around all
clay waiting for a slot to fly wouldn’t be
much fun. | must not sound pessimistic

HELMET STICKERS

Will mnembers please note that the
sticlkers which you are issued with are
designed to be stuck on your HELMET

Please comply with this requirement - it

malees it a lot easier lor comunittee
members and marshalls to recognise
who is and isn’l a member of the club.
Don't just leave them at home, in your
wallet or in your car - stick 'em on your

helmet! (It also helps marshalls to know

your names and appear very

as it hasn't come near to that yet. Al |
am trying to say is don't bury your head
in the sand and support the towing
program that will be putinto operalion
this vear. If our club members come o

our towing meetings and show a positve
response, iU's not out of the question for
the club to purchase a winch - but the
interest has to be there first.

Happy flying to you

knowledgeable about the membership!)




Paragliding Tips and

Questions

by The Masked Man

As hang glider pilot who learnt to
paraglide, rather than the other way round,
there are still a number of things that
mystify me about paragliding, and one
feels bound to ask, though the aspects of
this august organ (Magazine to you,

nothing to do with lans meat and two veg ).

Often, when 1 watch pilots packing
their canopies they fold them up then start
to roll them from the leading edge, and
then they get to the trailing edge to find
large amounts of air trapped in the canopy
which they then have to
squeeze out. This air ends up being forced
through a non porous material, totally
agatnst the design brief of the canopy.
Isn’t this a bad idea??

I think the canopy should be rolled from
the trailing edge. Comments from
Windsock Towers please. “Touching
Cloudbase™ the book illustrates a way of
packing to avoid this problem.

The other thing that always amazes
me 1s the number of people who ground
handle in the take oft area with no
intention of flying. On a crowded site 'tis
Is the easiest way to pee everybody off,
Why does it still happen??? Practising
ground handling may be done on flat piece
of ground anywhere, not on the only
flyable site for 100 miles.

Lastly, the old chestnut of scratching
hang gliders. When it gets light and
scratchy and all the hang gliders are
scratching to top land its got to be worth
slope landing and forgoing a couple of
minutes flying to allow a fellow pilot to
gain enough height to top land. As soon as
he/she does have that height they will top
land and be grateful as opposed to the 1

hour haul from the bottom landing field

4

and another hang glider pilot going home
cursing paragliding. The other thing is
that in the tight melee you are more likely
to get hang glider wake turbulence, not
pleasant if close.

Whilst I’'m on my hobby horse and
you're all making gestures reminescent of
a Zoo Keeper washing an elephants trunk,
why 1s it that a number of people (from
both flying disciplines) on light wind days
having had hours of flying are unable to
come down to allow others to fly. [ took
my canopy to Caburn in a westerly when
only a short part of the ridge was flyable
and watched while a number of people
racked up a lot of airtime while the rest of
us watched from the deck, knowing that
there wasn't enough space for one more
canopy. The more unselfish
we are, the less marshalling we'll need,
Still, co-operation has been good in 1992,
Here's to more of the same in 99311

DATE FOR YOUR DIARYI!

AGIV

This year the Annual General
Meeting of ‘the SHEE
will be held at the DYKE PUB
on SATURDAY 13 MARCH 1993,

Your Committee are currently compiling
the proposals for the AGM. These must
be sent to the Secretary, In wiiting,
before Monday 8th February,
Proposals will not be accepted from the
floor on the night, Proposals received will
be published in the next Windsock,
before the AGM (also see Tim Cox's
proposdl elsewhere In this issue), Let's
hear your views/oplnions - if you do
want to change something, make a
proposal, and come along and vote at

oA C—=nhA
F SO TS

HG Pilots:
If you constantly overshoot the Paddock,

staying well behind the trees on approac

PG Pilots:
A good trick to get your own back on nast

off. If you've
obvious. Thanks to Messrs. Jehu an

HG Pilots:

A handy trick to remember for those well mushed |
of bamboo in your harness on take-off. Whe

r hooking the stick on the base bar an ' _
Fnei}fr?c?then suggar cane makes an ideal alternative to bamboo, and is

cheaper to purchase...

PG Pilots:
A neat competition for

passing Novice HG pilots in the 30 minutes they're up,

HG Pilots:

Express your disappointment at being t_h»_st r
busting another one within aweek of receiving

e

TOP TIPS with SHemnie

assure yourself of a good solid 1a‘nding by ;
h. Hopefully the wind will drop a bit so you hit

the field. but worst case, you'll get a bent leading edge in the trees.

y HG pilots is to dawdle along in front of take-

really got it going, 4 or 5 of you can take it in shifts
d Watts for that onel

“Happy Hour" is to see how many

to stop it looking too

andings is to tuck a 5ft pronged stick
n you land, you can mush even better than

d pushing out to full extent. If you are flying
often a little

"Red Ribbons' you can grab from
thats if they can take-off of course!!

unner-up in the "Bent Upright' award, by
it, thus proving that the winner ofthe tro phy

is a rank amateur, and not worthy of the prize.

Thanks Rude Kid, we'll bear it in mind!!

PG Pilots:

If there's a chance of being dragged back on take-off, make sure there

is something soft

to fall on if you do. Cow's excrementis an axcellent choice, and in many cases will greatly

improve your appearance as well,

HG Pilots:
If you no longer need ;
the pi** out of you by making a sort of

HG Pilots:
If its getting too crowd

Find a PG with a few below him ar_u:l dive gown |
can come in handy when trying this one, if the PGs don't need

All FPilots:

Find out how many members there are in the club by being the last one to renew your

' top people taking
those very large wheels on your glider you can s :
5 . golf-trolley with them for carrying your glider...

ed in the air, try having a “domino” contest with the Paragliders.

hard just in front of him... A First .ﬁid kit
it, you certainly will!

subscription and hence get the highest membership number...

]



Devil's Dyke Marshalling Rota - the latest version.

PLEASE ENSURE THAT IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND ON YOUR ALLOTTED DAY THAT
ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE TO COVER YOUR DUTIES

Dae Forenamsa

0001183 Peder
CAD183 lan
0800 /a3 Ermest
100143 Paler
1040193 John
101 93 Chrls
B 93 Martin
161/93 Eddie
1601783 Ken
1700193 Bill
1701193 Slephan
17003 Mark
230183 Charles
23401193 Richard
2301/93 Joac Carlos
24101/93 Lisa
2401/93 Stove
244001 /93 Michasd
FOWM D3 Arthur
30v01/93 Charles
300153 Sue
31101/93 Chris
3100183 Chils
31/01/93 David
DEMZA3 Adrian
00293 Peler
0E02G3 Duncan
Q70283 Johnny
070283 Miche!
Q7283 Andy
130293 Barnard
130283 John
130293 Clive
1 4283 David
140293 Steven
140293 Andrew
2002490 Tim
20293 Jerry
20002553 Graham
2102593 Francis
2110293 Tim
2110293 Russell
2T02E3 Rob
270273 Sue
2P0 Tomy
280283 Dave
2800233 fan
2800253 David
50383 Amanda
DE0ES3 Warwick
D033 John
OT0353 Ben
GVIAE3 Andrew
O7I0AG3 Ken
1X053 Vanya
130353 Roberd
10393 Paul
140393 Nigel
14003/92 David
1400303 Frank
2003E3 Kim
AN0A3 Paul
A0 Damian
2400393 Harry
210393 Paw
210393 lan
2T0NE3 James
2T0E3 Neil \
270NG3 Alexandar
28053 Bernard
280393 Jim

Surname

Banmer
Barnes
Bayliss
Bemaen
Benfield
Bere
Brady
Bilous
Beslor
BElunt
Boalch
Blackledga
Elackburn
Borick
Borges
Breswer
Brewer
Broadbent
Bioaker
Brockis
Broaks
Bry=an
Brough
Erowm
Caple
Bruce
Caird
Carr
Carnal
Chad
Clilloed
Clements
Chippandale
Cola
Coak
Coopar
Cox
Cooper
Coaper
Cracknall
Day
Crovwley
Croad
Dy
Crowdey
Perrin
Dehaan
Drake
Efias
Dulaur
Eking
Forraster
Efphinsion
Froux
Ganl
Gasiman
Gardiner
Gibson
Goapal
Golding
Gouldslone
Goodyear
Gordon
Greena
Gurling
Gravatl
Gurney
Fallsworlh
Hammond
Hanning
Hardiman

TelHome

(3045 884588

081 350 TEOY
0903 245447
D81 BS7 5351
0273 452370
Odad 233345
0273 411239
061 651 4573
0342 Bioo28
0304 374501

a7 23 5384
081 840 1875
0852 B55754
0273 202853
0403 710733
0403 710739

D24 21 0354

4834 27218
0273 Ba4984
0425 272535
oAl 671 0663
0403 54469

081 BED 0524
081 GE9 2613

Qdadid 257
080 BETET

&1 0408 5535
0227 70603
0a1 678 1061
081 668 0905
(13 F257T24
(503 650831
0273671214
031 674 8427
0634 B42 B33
081 568 4184
71 701 2313
QG5 73873
061 641 6193
QBEBD 348045

273 BOAG0
0737 762605
041 508 5019
0483 TES101
041 677 5858
04027 51310
0903 595200
Q73T 240719
0753 556139

081 Va2 5855
Qa4 B8Y 387
0BT B20 7476
U3 419645
D73 3636
08§ 715 4706

071 487 4927
081 784 8301
a71 ¥335259
0433 Thav19
QA1 395 6045
OU7E BaYaT
081 908 1549
081 311 0567

e

TeliNork

081 942 2233
(503 245447
071 238 2408
0BE0 40074
0273 745318

0304 351325
071 437 6135
071 324 8325
0852 B55754
D373 642256

0322 66530
D444 451881 ex 356

0403 210245

071 BEY 62
0273 BETT00

071 712 625
074 873 3000 ex 3601

273 BOGS25/GA5A00
0372 222888

071 387 7050 ox 2747
QEE08 73073
Q737 370370 ex 6413

0273 424861

D1 528 3509

0203 47171
0763 714976

071 638 2204

071233 0288

a1 750 02360
071 924 1282
0483 Ta058

Devil's Dyke M

PLEASE ENSURE THAT |

Pate Forenarme

2800353 Jarry
030453 Les
0304/83 Liz
DTS Ran
040423 Anthany
0410483 Bernie
0404783 Keith
1 UGk S Albert
{(W04/593 Rekin
10004793 Eddie
1/0:4003 Patilek
110483 Rob
14204093 Johm
1710443 Colin
ATI0AG3 Andrew
1710493 Inike
1610493 Migel
18/04/53 Wicky
180403 Irenn
2404003 Andrew
24004183 lan
20D Hell
FLICS3 Flann
PEI0453 Roberl
25/04/23 Kebdn
0110553 Stephen
010553 Nick
/0583 Jahn
Q20593 Owan
[r20ssd Roberl
02054 Amanda
08/05/93 Richard
0EMEED John
QRO5ED Bimen
0503 Antony
OOEAT Siman
CAarsad Edward
150593 Allson
{50593 Phiip
15005053 Slophien
160543 David
160523 Janel
IE05/A3 lan
FROSEE Bob
FA05%3 Mike
220543 Stephen
2HOSEI Gary
FANIEED Wliam
3053 Brian
20/05493 David
29/05923 Alan
A0S Chrislapher
SO0 Jahn
IOAEM T Sleven
FTEED David
OGICGAS Paler
(050693 Huga
[HEI0ET3 Tim
CHI0ESE Paul
OGS Slevarn
D063 Codin
120683 Graham
| 2SS Graham
1 2006/ Martin
130543 Revin
120EE3 Tony
1 20653 Rlchard
100293 Micholas
{90883 Jonathan
1940553 Clive

Surmane

Hamnszen
Hedges
Johnslon
Harmingion
Hotdin
Hewing
Hengan
Hedebeer
Huasper
Horafiald
Houslan
Huotee
Hulchersan
James
Jacksan
Jansen
Janvis
Jones
Jehu
Keyta
Jenkins
Kinnear
Kennedy
Kaelly
Kincaid
Langridge
Langlaord
Laggott
Leigh
Klee
Lansbury
Lewis
Lovell
Lewis
Luctes
Ly
Lockbant
Maddock
Maillardel
Marnier
Matthews
WGk
Maskel
Mididlelon
Hiihood
Millson
Cook
hodris
Willon
Morrson
Muodtimer
Morley
Moes
Muray
Hewns
Myars
Mollidge
ke
Osborn
Park
Paine
Parslow
Parker
Pepper
Pickering
Farsans
Perkies
Freston
Prilehard
Pritchard

TelHome

0273 481783
081 847 15
0373 556160
G252 625248
0273 47 357
0171 73 4340

0273 514383
071 978 BG4
081 B5T 93076
0323 440824
0E1 748 0725
081 810 5050
061 399 6278
0E1 524 484
091 390 3078
0ARS 240845
0424 222630
(o3 T23884
0A1 464 3355

a1 697 1363
0273 858220

0E1 755 2692
(BT 420653

Balcombe B11731

ogi 541 1376
081 B57 0725
01 Q46 2552
081 543 2645
0& 470 0956
0ET3 417465
0% GED 092G
1372 363008
74 B2 05
DAY 693 F366
071 673 6827
081 341 3353
Cho2 3742
0273 TI0NES
0273 604752
0279 816327
0273 540755
OR43 598126
0273 A00ET2
DAf BTG TOE2

081 548 0255
071 263 5475
0342 TIETH
0424 434479
0273 588578
081 G444 B304
0By T ey
71 622 150
0273 647336
0a1 %94 7167
061 866 3624
061 462 2633
01 B4 0300
(903 B04GE
0737 243834
095 812210
0732 454424
0273 Bi6318
0737 T35
081977 3235
oal g 185k
OF| 608 8942
a1 671 5205

arshalling Rota - the latest version.

AY THAT
F YOU ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND ON YOUR ALLOTTEDD
ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE TO COVER YOUR DUTIES...

TelWork

0420 85516
067 926 3123
ll.':f:ﬂfi:'::1.‘_’:&113

fax DAY 655 2076
29 0851

D&t 746 1700
081 679 3252
a7 753 5881
071 930 0267

1;424 322681 ex 320

0-9%33&351

0836 533410
o27e T16LT
Crantey 332875

OB 318 7511
071 236 8000 vy 2288
0af 20 2085

CI-EQZ GESZES
0293 612 64l

0293 654748
D61 TAT 6000
07 248 4444 ex 2063

0273 557700
ORGH 235470
0273 857700

0s424 853481

071 228 6551
071 634 7071
0481 305 1505

071 B27 2681
0753 4655 pe F240
OESG B2ETT1 ox 431
0E g 6602655

0372 42336
E;'ﬁ 425 B16T
Q5781 HE

a7 387 7050 ex 5324




our Letters = keep them coming, folks! This is your magazine - let us publish your
comments, opinions, articles, opinions, photographs, etc.

WeatherMachine Blues and
Black Satu rday publicly repeat it's offer of infegrating the Downs
Dear Sir Club sites within the SHGC, along with a
Please publisr the following In Windsock: guarant_ee of these sites remaining hang gliding
My name was missing from the recent list of Q. TTs Emufd e yosena ol IRl
Club Coaches as | suspect were several others eroes MG Wstizne,

 The membership figures are currently (as of

| am always willing to helpanyone leamn the fl
nthabush ftiitic: Hona 0oz 700, -1 o) for 4 menibership of 30z
ang giiding: 150

| apologise to members that the weather station g
has been out of order for a few days several gamgffdmg: 122
oth: 26

times in the |ast two months. | try to do
neinenare L s e of T 45108 i 155 sty SobbTary
: replaced the anem i - almost exactly 50/5
which wore out after 3.5 years, thrge;:; ;ﬂeﬂnﬂg Biieh g paragider giols Usua‘zy mﬁéﬁﬁiurr
had to come down again for a faulty diode in the ;L;E;ngg—?ﬂ SR We.Daovs tiatthe
gew anemometer. | try to do repairs as quickly e j ropout fa:sr yearis mostly due lo
aﬂdfy?zlfﬂeﬁz—}:t Elrjr? pole can or;:}f come down on The,:e ?;usrgf ;H;jmﬂfhdwa afg hﬂp‘? are over.
. The computer has been S y depend on the
E::;ac;c:) ggiawé after a power supply failed. This :ﬁiﬁgﬂfﬁgﬂ:ﬂf ftl:;gns befng sent bgck
mainpas o y due to being on the same ring s Al W1 N0 SRAHleH Retons of
Sl aulty ice machine at the Dyke. | have o oo M Sure you can Imagine, some of
e Dhanother supply. It became redundant s 10000 mive improperly filled in, so we can't
o arsver e phone o2 hie s OK0R e gures (i ool can
17 yours a day 7 days a week in all weathers. Al f;rgﬁg" will be avaiable, as pet your request, at
parts and maintenance for only £420 p.a. and it N; meuurhem Hang Gliding Club
- iding Club pursues

gets 1000-2000 calls per menth.
As to "Black Day" 17H0/92. [told you sol ook a pet-r Craiaing” members of the Downs
n joining it

one look and went to the Downs Club's westerly
site. This, along with all our sites, remains
f:luged to Southern Club members, except by
invitation, as we have no club insurance. This is
be;ause our registration with the BHPA is still
be:pg blecked by your committee. | hope you are
salisfied that they are serving your interests and
you are not satisfied tell them!

| am sure that the number of hang glider pilots
who have dropped out of the club this year is
homrendous.

| publicly repeat my request, acceded to at the
last AGM, for information regarding renewals by
members of hang + para pilots to be available
for members at the next AGM

- yours sincerely John Charlton {

The Southem Hang Gliding Club would like to

Black Saturday (again)
Having read Pete Rolinson’s lelter regarding the intensity of flying at the Dyke on the 17th October, |

would like to make a few personal observations.
It certainly did get very busy for a while. This arose from an unfortunate set of circumslances,
namely conditions deteriorating while Johnny Carr, who was marshalling, was some distance from the
main launch gate. He took a while to get back and close it due to his ankle being in plaster.
So there was a problem. But remember that not only are we all new to running the marshalling
system, but are setting a precedent. We will undoubtedly need to make changes as a result of our

experiences.
So what can we learn from this incident?
exempt pilots from using their own judgement as to

Firstly, the presence of a marshal does not
when it is safe to launch. Secondly, if it becomes overcrowded and a gate is unmanned (even
marshals need comfort breaks) then stand-in and close it. Thirdly, the marshal cannot be expected to

predict what will be happening in five minutes fime. Where conditions worsen and it becomes
overcrowded then use your loaves. Fly out from the hill where there is more room even if this results in

a bottom landing - that's just too bad.

We've implemented the marshalling system bult still
immediately so please be patient. By leaming from our experiences
ought to be able to improve on what we already have. Any construct
welcomed by the commiittee.

Myself, 'm convinced that
much higher that day. | was also very grateful for

have a lot to leam. It's not going to be perfect
and using our COMIMON SENse We

ive suggestions will always be

without the marshalling, the likelihood of a mid-air would have been very
the hang gliding only session that it provided.
- Martin Brady (Secretary)

HANG GLIDING TOW WEEKEND!
It is hoped to organise a hang gliding !
tow weekend in late February.

Will tow qualified hang glider pilots,
oeople interested in learning how to tow | |
hang gliders, and people seeking a tow
endorsement, please contact
MARTIN BRADY on 0444 23346.
The weekend depends on your interest -
so get your names down now!
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by lan de Haan

I was talking to some other paraglider pilots at Beachy Head when the topic of conversation
turned to nerves during Hight.

I was describing how when flying high above the cliffs at Beachy 1 felt very vulnerable and
always looked at the harness webbing, stitching, lines etc. and hoped that they never come
undone or snapped in flight leaving me plummeting down to earth.

At this point a severe calming of the nerves by logical thinking (?) calms me down, Howard
then said that he had similar feelings when flying high and wondered if he was tht:lnnly person
m.' feel like this - in fact it would appear that many pilots feel like this when flying particularly
high. One friend of mine, when flying in Spain for the first time described how he kept talking
to himself trying to calim himself down whist screeming up in a thermal at 10 up and
accelerating, saying that he was more than just a tad nervous about what was happening te him
After a few flights like this he got used to the experience and it did not bother him after this ;
but, one girlfriend of the party used a different approach. They used two way radios to keep 1m
contact, when the girlfriend was thermalling in a massive thermal was deseribing the amazing
experience ete. when the vario suddenly indicates 12+ up. She then immediately started

screaming her head off, nearly deafened the party all earwigging the ground radio causing slight

injury because they all reeled back so fast from the sereams coming from the radio!
! A - H 1 :
When she landed she described the flight as the best of her life 777

l
L Without radios, no one would have suspected I had broken my ankle. [ knew it had broken because my foat

'4‘". = ] i Sy Aty
| pilots that my ankle was broken, 1 told Dave Draper that 1t was a waste of time getting an ambulance to me and to

- thought it was a go

Ift;minds mie did [ tell you that one? Onee upon a time in the Chedder Gorge... No, I'll tell you en the hill somstime.

A NOT SO REGULAR STORY OF A DAY IN THE LEAGUE

by JOHNNY CARR

Here we are on our way (o the League final in France. It's blowing a gale at Folkestone harbour and the SeaCal
is going nowhere. We are told we can get on a Hovercraft from Dover so off we po. Before we leave I make a Ifaell
minute call to leqn:: Jukes to arrange my insurance, in case of an accident (you never know, do you)? : i
o om el o i o 8 sty svenic, Loy Pt A BT o
e e y ies, Tony Beresford and his family, We had a little chat and oft

We arrived at Laragne to find the previous few days had been rather windy, but we had high hopes that the
weather v:.fuuinl turn favourable for us. Aller a couple of days it did just that, The day before the competition started
| spent with Dave Draper skying out all over the area. We flew north to Beomont and east to the hills by the dam at
L.a Saulee, On the way back we encountered convergence which had special features - there was a wall of cloud ;
that started sflnquut 500" below me and extended to about 1000' above with a tunnel that was completely clear, 1
couldn't resist flying through it. | felt cxeited and wondered what it must feel like for surfers going lhruug;h rwm't
lenf-.Is, If‘ﬂutastic. Before we landed Dave, myself and another pilot whose name escapes me had some great fun
playing in the sky trying to catch a map that had fallen from a glider and had got trapped in the convergence, Dave
and [ had a couple of allempts, each missing 1t by inches before bur other companion caught on his third atte:m L (
We would have had it on our next attempt, wouldn't we Dave). We landed at the camp site and reflected on \Et;q-
a grt:at.days flying we'd had, We packed up our gliders and went to pick up Kay who didn’t quite make it back 5

So the r:qmpn:!jlirm started: conditions weren't the best that Laragne can offer, but it was well F'Iy::hia:.::vel]'}f
day, l was feeling good about my flying and was hoping to do well in this League, [ hadn't bombed out so far and
was fecling confident - until task 14, The task was to fly south west Lo Barret Le Bass then on to Noyers Slurt l
Jabron, and take a photo of the bridge over the river then north to Claret and back to Lagrand - a 78kim course
Cloudbase was 9,800" that day, and you needed all of it for the first leg which was into wind, Most pilots f'ﬂun::I
themselves getting thrashed about in the turbulent lee side thermals oft ridges south of Ban'f:lt Le Bass. A papgle of
us eventually got up and cleared the next ridge with a couple of hundred feet to spare. e

It was pretty crowded in the gagple | was in, so [ decided to leave and go to where 3 other gliders were going
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up, as I got there they cleared off - “charming” I thought, as T wondered if was the after-shave [ was wearing. I was
ot going to follow them being 500 lower. The route they took looked like a long glide with no landing areas from
*my altitude. I felt the safest option was to go back, wondering why the hell T left a thermal that was going up ok in
the first place, The terrain is flat-topped grass covered slopes in amongst rocky ravines and definitely no landing
areas. I saw Alan Barnes had landed on the flat top area and assumed he had hiked outto get a retrieve, I couldn’t
 bring myself to land there, as o front was a nice hill about 300" high, covered in long grass. | figured that if I
“stayed in the air I still might get a thermal cut, ifnot [ will doa fly on the wall and accept that | blew it. Guess
“what? The thermal never came, and I left it to the last second, turned at the hill with loads of speed on skimming
across the grass, as I am climbing up the A frame getting ready for the flare of the century I see an outerop of rock
[ hadn’t noticed right in my path. T am too low (o manosuyre round it, all I can do is hope that when [ flare out 1
“might end up the other side of it. No such luck - T ended up hitting it with my right ankle, and as | couldn’t run
through it, my ankle broke. The glider landed perfectly on my shoulder.

felt like a lead weight wobbling abaut on the end of my leg. Thanks to my radio 1 was able to tell the other League

' geta helicopter, Liz Ward rec eived the message in her car while following Trevor's progress, and quickly contacted
the emergency services. [ shared a couple of jokes with Peter Harvey, Dayve Draper and Mike Stevens - they

{ od idea to keep in contact because the pain was getting worse and there was atisk that I might
wass out. Peter was so concerned he wanted me to tell him about the Chedder Gorge thermal over again, that

_ The chopper took about an hour to arrive and I was in considerable pain. Eventually, I could hear the deep
: uﬂ_ sound of the blades, on the horizon [ could see it getting bigger and bigger as it approached. I had been
sheltering under my glider from the heat of the sun and knew | had to get clear of it in case the helicopter down
draft blew the glider away. The pain was unbearable as I shuffled clear, out of the shade. I swore to mysell - Othe
‘slightest movement was excruciating,

. Thehelicopter dropped the paramedic off near me and then flew to the top of the next bowl. The medies put
all my kit together and I left the sail ties and XC bag for whoever was in a position ta pack my glider away after the

task had finished, Incidentally the glider came through all this totally unscathed. The medics put my leg in a blow -
up bag and carried me to the helicopter, which had manoeuyred to a more suitable position, T have always wanted a iy
flight in a helicopter but not in these circumstances. It seemed to go slower than I had imagined it would. [ was |.dj:

surious to see how it would react s it flew over some fantastic thermal genérators on the way to Gap hospital. The

' \veirdest thing about the whole flight was flying low over the town of Gap. I was still in hang gliding mode - I was

poking down and thinking "but there is no where to land if the engine cuts out”. [ was trying to imagine being in

hat situation in a hang glider, it was to0 scary 10 contemplate.

We arrived at the helipad on the roof of the hospital and T was met by porters with a stretcher, 1 said thanks

“and goodbye to the helicopter medics and was wheeled into a lift and down to the examination room, [ was wired

poa drip and wheeled to the x-ray department where it is confirmed that the ball joint in my ankle had come out

(of the socket and a bone was broken. The doctor asked me, (in broken English) to point my toes toward my chest.

* He said it might go back in its socket, (veah oh yeah I thought). [ could hear the sound of bones grinding, (a bit like

" someone serunching a handful of marbles) until 1 could stand the pain no more, A further x-ray proved that the ball

| joint had only partly gone hack and that [ would have to be put to sleep for the final setting. 1 didn't argue. They
must have put something in the drip system because | opened my eyes and it was done. T was thinking that wasn't
50 bad, then the doctor told me 1 would see the surgeon in the morning - surgeon I thought. Yes | was told they are

 going to put some pins and wire in my ankle. Thoughts of pain, scars, bones being drilled all go through my mind

‘but I guessed it was for the best.
Spanish Joe and Tammy were my first visitors and I can tell you, it was really nice ta see them, Tammy did

some translating, and was able to tell me what was going on,

The next day came after a restless night, and the nurse shaved my leg, (0K girls contain yourselves) and the
anaesthetist tells me [ am going to have an epidural, I nearly said, I have a broken ankle , I'm riot about to have a
‘baby, but I didn’t think he would understand as he couldn’t speak English and [ couldn’t speak French.

' So 1 get this epidural - it's an injection into the base of the spine and in a few seconds I lose all sensation in
‘my legs and I'm completely paralysed. No matter how much willpower [ muster, | have no control over my legs. Al

continued on page 12........



MUCKRAK

new year editor's special

GA4LORe!

Whilst at Beachy Head on the 30 December
1992 enjoying one of the best days of the year
flying at the cliffs, Chris Bere (having already
twisted his lines into a complete birds nest
which were professionally unwound at a work
shop for him) proceeds to land and let his
canopy tum a complete somersault without
noticing, and once again wraps up all his lines
by trying to unfangle the mess. Fortunately for
Chris some kind, benevolent person unfangles
his mega birds nest in seconds for him. While
this is being done for him,he maintains it has
never happened to him before,
Will he ever learmittitiii
Talking of telekenesis, Michel Carnet was
saying how he poes jogping carly every
morning, but no one has ever witnessed this
amazing site, it is therefore beleived that he
imagines this. (The time when you dream the
most is just before waking up). Whatt - Ed
And talking of MC, there is a vicious rumour
going around that he bought a round of drinks
at the Dyke pub just before Christmas, but
as there is no hard proof of this i.e.
photegraphic evidence or witnesses willing
ta come forward we will have to wait
patiently until next time.
De Haan (1). s there any truth to the
rumour that our glorious editor, the flying
dutchman himself lan de Haan has been
seen descending from "cloudbase” several
times with his chest straps undone,
I lis excuse is the oldest in the book - he
blames the badly-made harness for undoing
itself. Hrmmm. i
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De Haan (2). After doing his
harness up again and trying to fly his
new canopy for a second time, he
devised a novel method of getting it to
stay dene up. This involved rolling
around in-a pile of animal excrement |
until the buckles stuck shut. '
Witnesses claim that his new "super
wing" is still covered in brown kack
stains, thus further devaluing his
canopy, and giving a new meaning to |
the phrase "Hot Ship". !

Johnny's Ankle -

the nightmare continues (from page 11)

The surgeon put up a screen to ensure that |
couldn't see what was going on. The first thing | heard
was the sound of metal objects hitting against each
other, like rummaging around the knife drawer in the
kitchen to select the appropriate weapon, I can hear
drilling and banging but I can’t feel a thing, A few
minutes later the cover comes dovwn and | can seemy
ankle, all plastered up with what looks like two Chinese
lanterns hanging from my taes, I believe they were to
drain surplus blood from the wound. [ was told | had to
stay in hospital till Tuesday 25th of August.

I was flown home care of British Airways club
class, and was privileged to be in the cockpit as we
landed at Heathrow, The pilot knew a paraglider pilot
who used to be a member of the SHGC.

I would like to thank Joe and Tammy, Jess and
Angela, Jim and Paula, also Mr Hull junior who came
to see me and a Thames valley flier fan and Ursula who
were passing through and heard about me and popped
in, I thought that was nice.

Thanks to Dave, Peter, Jess and Mike for talking to me
during the task it helped to take my mind off the injury. |}
thanks to Liz for setting up the emergency services and
to Len and Dave for packing my glider up for me, it's
nice to have real friends. 3
" The one thing you could easily forget reading this |
article is the cost of all this rescue and medical
attention. It would have cost a fortune for helicopter
rescue; ankle operation, a week in a French hospital and
90 minute drive to Marseille Airport in an ambulance
taxi, plus the air travel back to England.
The moral of the story is don’t go abroad
without adequate insurance,

[ phoned Yvonne Jukes in the Skywings

e

magazine and its the best value £26 1've ever spent.

SMALL ADS: Send small ads in fo the ed. - they appear for 3 Windsock editions.

Free to Southern Hang Gliding Club Members, nen-m embers £2 for 3 insertions.

FOR SALE: PIG

FALHAWK APEX MR 120 (large):
green. Immaculale - the top
performerwith tuckresistance and
easy handling. Must sell, as
bankrupt! £1,400 : offers? Call
(0273) 604051 (eves). (2}

EDEL ZX RACER immaculate
medium in white; 5 hrs airime.
Accelerator kit, 4-riser system. List
price £2,200 sell for £1,400 to
experienced XC pilot. Outflies
everything need nextsize down as
losingweight. Tel. Ed 0273411239,

(3)

EDEL APOLLO. Suit pilot 45-65
k. Ideal from beginner to
intermediate. Stable, big ears, b-
line and a trendy pink design. You
have probably seen me flying
above you on the Southem sites!
Goond condition, only 20 hours
airtime hence £8500n0. Tel. Nigel
on DB25-768657. (2)

AIRWAVE BLACKMAGIC 24 with
paradise 1 harness. ACPULY
Guteseigel Grade 1. £650 ono.
Also ACE spares. Tel. Steve 0622
36219. (3)

FALHAWK NEO medium. Il give
yol a better chance to persuade
me fo sellthis safe canopy. Here's
my real 'phone number. 0737
760435, Make me an offer | can't
refuse - Tony. (3)

VOODOO 26, Yellowhwhite, 10
months old. Very good condition.
Less than 50 hrs., £1,500 ono. of
£1 650 with custorm SAS hamess
and backplate. Call Dave Permin
on 0273-600450. (2)

PRO-DESIGN CORRADO pink.
Med - 60-90 kg pilot weight. Good
condilion, Less than 10 hrs.
Excellent 1st canopy, Guleseigel,
intermediate performance - very
stable, £750 ono, Call Laurence
on081-67281990r0714103347.

(2)

FALHAWK NEO. Small, yellow.
30 hrs. use. Excellent condilion,
with Sky Systems Flightstyle
hamess, £700 ono. Tel: 081 906
1640. (3)

LOST

The log book and ammbands for
Beachy Head.

Anyone got any ideas?
Confidential information to the
committee, please.

SITUATION VACANT
The Club needs a Public

Relations officer - anyone
interested infiling this post, please
apply in writing to the Co mmittee,
or come along to the next
Committee Meeting on Thursday
11th February at Devil's Dyke
(upatairs‘}

*t Speaking of telekinisis:

B “:E Michel Camet (see

B -
s Aﬁ"'mdﬁiilﬂ 3 i

7 Muckraker at left),
becomes excited at the
prospect of the Swift

3 _'-IL &-j‘ {)ﬂ coming to the UK

ok

FOR SALE: HIG

SOLAR WINGS sS4 180
TYPHOON, Recent service.
Registerad fly two up intermediate
glider for heavy pilot. £425 ono.
Tel; 081 644 6137. (3)

SMALL RUMOUR (CofA).
Remarkable performance + easy
handling excellent condition.
Admired colours. Stored indoors -
wheels, £1,200 ong, Call Paul on
0293 775021 pm. (3)

MAGICIV160.V B.+aero-wheels.
Top condition, low airtime. Weny
brightcolours. £650. Alsohamess,
vario and altimeter available. Tel,
081 644 6137. (3)

GENERAL

BED & BREAKFAST. about 15
mins! drive from Dyke. 1 double, 1
twin, 1 single. B&B £15 single £25
double. T+coffee faciliies. Stay in
local pilots home and OD on
paragliding! Good pub within
walking distance forcheapevening
meals. Tel: 0403 710739. (2)

COMPLETE Quality Hi- Fi
System comprising: DUAL CS5000
Record Tumtable - PD-4100 CD
Player- F-223 Tuner-GR- 331 Graphic
EQ - A-333 Amplifier - PIONEER CT-
443 Cassette Deck - EAGLE
Speakers. Allas new, still wi ith boxes
& instructions. £600.00 the lot.

Phone (0273) 604051 - (evenings) (2)

Found at Beachy Head on
3rd January, A waxed cottan jacket
(believed to belong to a hang gt lider
pilot as there is a webbing hang
loop in the pocket) and a dark blue
duffle bag. Centact Greg leveridge
(daytime: 0525-71887/ ext 258,
evenings: 0923-264688). 13




Airspace Changes...
As promised in last month's Windsock, a map of the new airspace changes which affect our
sites, Please note that a more accurate map showing the exact location of our sites will be
forthcoming. For more exact details, consult the new airspace map which should be
published early this year.
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SITE NEWS!

UNTIL JUNE, we have access to a bottom
landing at FIRL_E.

At the bottom of the Quarry, to the west of the
road - as close as possible to the track (this
minimised carrying time, too). This lasts until
JUNE, when a £10 fine will apply until after
harvest time.

After the harvest is safely gathered in, your
Committee are hopefully in a position to
negotiate a permanent bottom landing strip.

14
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Black Saturday

Revisited
by Irwyn Jehu

Firstly, I must thank PA Rawlinson for his letter
to Windsock about the behaviour of pilots on
“Black Saturday” (17-10-92), and of course
also thank Ian and Johnny for Marshalling,

In common with the other 300 members of our
Club, I watched the forecast on Friday the 16th
which predicted a light north westerly and the
possibility of thermal activity. A chance for the
last XC of the season?

Anyway, about a hundred or so of us turned up
at the Dyke, and lan collected a fortune in site
and belated membership fees. In the event, most
of us flew, some even enjoyed themselves and
one lucky so and so got away. [t was a grand day
for meeting old friends and exchanging yarns
about the summer’s flying, plans for the winter
and for next summer (which must be better). It
was in fact a day to share with other members
of the Club - my only regret is that we didn't
have the tickets ready to sell for the Christmas
bash.

-AND NOW FOR SOME ADVICE -

On busy days, be prepared to share your
pleasure.

Read the site rules - Where to park!!!

How and when to transit the paddock!!! Where
to rig and rest your glider!!!

O arrival, check in with the marshall, who will
I, Acquaint you with how the day has
developed, let you know of any likely slots for
particular classes of pilot ot type of wing.

2. Familiarise you with the location of launch
gates, landing areas and preferred flight
patterns.

3. Listen to your particular requests (eg. [ ve got
a Swift on my roafrack and [ don 't want to fly
with these Kisses and things ‘cause they are too
slow and too dangerous).

4. Take the site fee for your boyfriend.

Before rigging, walk the site and assess the days
true flying potential.

MNext, have your photograph taken discussing
your conclusions with John Pendry, Richard
Carter, Mark Turner, Ali Syrett, Bruce
Goldsmith, ete. (Editor s note - if it'’s Bruce,
make sure you take the day site fee first).
Whatever you do, don’t get too serious -
remember that this is a day out with your
friends, and you only get a day like this once or
twice a year!
Should you consider it safe to fly - check your
knowledge of air law by answering these simple
questions...
I, You are flying with the ridge on your right,
with a glider coming towards you at a slightly
lower level... As you converge, the lower glider
climbs to meet you. What actions must you
take?
2. You are safely overtaking a slower glider on
the inside with the ridge on your left. Another
glider safely ahead turns earlier than you
expected and flies at you with the ridge on their
right. What actions must you take?
3. The person you are watching as a “wind
dummy™ stumbles into a thermal. What height
must you allow them to gain above launch to
permit safe vertical separation in thermic
turbulance before you can take off into the same
thermal?
4. Air Law obliges you to fly in a predictable
fashion.

a) define “predictable®.

b} to whom must it be “predictable”,

¢) How far into the future must your flight
paltern be “predictable™,
Should you think that this is simply too much
hassle, there is another answer to overcrowding!
Competing at Bassano, | enjoyed an Air Start
with 150 pilots in one thermal. Most of us
wheeled around each other with whoops of
delight for over an hour while we waited for the
gate to open. | had prolapsed disks in my back,
and had been up half the night sewing my
harness and repacking my reserve after a
landing “Anus Horribiles™ the day before. It's
not TRAFFIC DENSITY that is the problem,
but PILOT DENSITY. Such days as Black
Saturday should be limited to League Pilots
who's work prevents them from flying midweqiké



PROPOSAL FOR

THE 1993 AGM:
A PAID CLUB OFFICER

We are now a large and active Club,
and we need to be well organised to
meet the challenges (o our sites and
alrspace.
[ propose that the best way to do this is
to employ a Club Officer whose
responsibilities would be to protect our
sites, liaise with farmers, collect
memberships, etc,
This could be a part time post.
This person would be paid to take care
of our interests - he or she would have
the time to talk to farmers and other
interested parties,
Their wages would be more than
covered by the extra memberships, site
fees, ete. collected,
Obwviously, this person would work with
the elected Committee.
Amongst the more obvious tasks, they
could also fund raise (Sports Council,
etc.), look out for sites to buy or lease,
e,
Members of the SHGC would have
someone always on hand for advice.
I would Jike this to be widely discussed
before the AGM - make YOUur views
Known,

- Tim Cox
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MEMBERSHIP'S PERUSAL ARE |8 &

THE MINUTES OF THE .

1992 A.G.M. E

Ofthe SHGC ¥

These will be ratified by the members at the :![-

1993 AGM Ly

Date of meeling;  28th March 1992

Time; 7.00 p.m.

Venue ; Broadbridee Heath Sports Centre

Committee: dahnny Carr (Chairman/President)

M. Brady (Secretary)

M. Woodhams (Schools Liaison)

A Tumer (Sites)

A, Lucchesi (Home Competitions)

M. Gibson (Site Control)

A Caple (Hang Gliding Cloach)

A, Shaw (BAPC Liaison)

C, Bartram (Editor, Windsock/ -
Membership Secretary)

P, Day {Treasurer)

O, Elliott-Webb (Social Secretary)

T. Cox (Alrspace)

M. Carnet (Safety/Towing)

K. Pickering{Away Competitions)

D, Evans (Honarary Member)

E. Bilous

Apologies ;

1 INTRODUCTION: 1. Carr opened the meeting by
circulating a members signing-in book.

2 APPROVAL OF MINUTES: J. Carr proposed that

the minutes of the previous AGM be approved. Seconded =
by M. Woodhaims, !
Carried unanimously.

B CHA
41 Introduction
¥

IAN'S REPORT
1. Camr c:cpreased liis heartfalt sympathy to Andy
e and his family and friends following the loss of his
hier Mick, also to the family and friends of David
ividock who had been killed in an accident in Morocco.
Cloals for the Year
To:Secure A Bottom Landing At Fitle
iet, bwo landing areas have been obtained, One already
 and one to be made available in the near future.
To Introduce Marshalling At The Dyke
was to prevent potentially dangerous overerowding and
low airtime pilots clear airspace in whichto
 their skills. The Chairman was pleased to anhounce
stem was in operation and working successfully.
1 added, however, that the scheme was desperately shorl
i teers and circulated a form giwng members the

Opporturity to sign up.
&) To Improve The Site At Dilchling

A lot of work has been done to clear scrub at the site,

o

. Carr thanked K. Pickering for his assistance. Also, a larger
bottom landing area has been negotiated for use when the
‘erop has been harvested,

d)  To Unite The Club

The Chairman expressed the view thal major advances had

“been made with a balanced committee, and having changed
the constitution to reflect the presence of paragliding. He
-stated that schools lisison i3 also important and that a goed
sworking relarmnshlp with the schools is essential to the
(Club,

3.3 ther Activities

sites with A Turmner who would provide more details in his

Mational Trust. who had acquired the site,

The Chairman reported that he had worked closely on

own repen. He did mention, however, that a licensed
agreement for High & Over had been achieved with the

A barbecue had been held at J. Carr's house in
September. Diane, his wife, and Tony and Peggy Turner
were thanked for all the effort they had put into this event.

The Chastmas Bash had also been organized by the
Chairman (the Social Secretary was otherwise engaged
perdorming maternal duties!), Although the venue was a
little small, the oecasion went DK, Sue Brooks was thanked
for organising the trophies and Oriole Elliott-Webb the
e, i ; :

34 Committes

The Chaimnan introduced the Committee and thanked
them for the hard work put in over the vear. A number of
‘officers had rmgned during the year; Migel Ward who had
emigrated to Canada, Jo Cattlin who had taken a job in
o= Northem Ireland, Eddie Bilous and Mark
.~ Johns who both had other commitments.
 Dave Williamson was the only commitize
~ member to have resigned over a
© | disapreement. J. Carr expressed regret at this
and thanked him for his centribution,

* performing the most onerous job in the
~ Club, namely Windsock Editor,
3.5 Negative Aspects :

Although the year could be considered
to be a positive one for the Clob, the
Chainman reported a number of less
favourable aspects,

a) Combination Lock At Firle

A number of locks have been purchazed
by the Club only to have them stolen. The
culprit may well be a Club member, since
knowledge of the combination would have
been necessary to remove the last lock: 1
any members have any information, would
they please notify the Commities,

b) Car Break-In's

| Agpain at Firle, a number of hang giidm;,
Club members had thmr cars broken in to,

Thern:: 15 no spﬂm!" 5 f:wdcim to sugge.ﬂ thal

.ﬂmy lnfcrnnahun would be appre-:;iafed The
police are also inferested,
¢)  Horse Riders
A complaint was received from the Mid-Sussex Area
Bridleways group about horses being frightened by hang
glidingpamgliding dctwmcs This was all the more serious
as it came via Brighton Council. Mrs Dabbs who had filed
the complaint, attended the following committee meeting
and seemed happy with the outcome. Members were
reminded that they should maintain an awareness of the
presence of horses at all times since they are easily
frightened and a serious accident could result from
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thoughtless actions.
d)  Fulking Panzh Council

A complaint had been received from Mr. Harris about

paragliders slope landing between the Dyke and Trulzigh.
J. Carr had contacted Mr, Harris and the problem resolved,
Members were thanked for their co-operation and reminded
that landings were not permitted between the 2 sites.

e} Weather Machine

This had been quite costly for the Club and was out of

action for some time, However, it would be of great benefit
if it worked correctly. J. Charlton said he would speak about
the matter [ater in the mesting,
f)  Fence At Ditchling

A fence had been placed across the NE launch at

Ditchling, Unfortunately, the Club does not have official use

of the aite and so wers not notified (it was included in the
Sites Guide because pifots do use the site albeit on a limited
basis and there are certain hazards to be aveided).
MNevertheless, the Committee will endeavour to pet the fence
maoved,

al Powns Club

‘The Committee feel that the formation of another
Club in the heart of our area is prejudicial to our interests
and not necessary, The Southern Hang Gliding Club has,
therefore, opposed the registration of the Downs Club with
the BHGA, . Carr read a letter sent to the Downs Club
explaining the Club’s stance and offering to guarantes that
Plumpton would be preserved for the exclusive use of hang
glider pilots. J. Carr emphasised that this offer was still
opeil.
bl Volunteer Marshals -

The Chairman said that the marshalling scheme had
heen very successfully implemented but expressed
disappointed at the lack of volunteers. A list was passed
round for members to sign. J. Camremphasised that common
sense was required for the job, not significant flying ability
or experience,

i) Free Loaders

Filots are still regularly flying Club sites who are not
members and who do not pay day membership, It should not
be exclusively down to the Committee to identify free
loaders. Point them out to committee members who can get
the day membership fee.

3.6 Positive Aspects

The Chairman then summarised successes and
achievements during the vear,
a)  Mashalling

As previously mentioned, the implementation ofa
marshalling system was a great success, The system worked
well on the day of the AGM. Paraglider pilots were thanked
for co-operating by clearing the air to give hang glider pilots
some airtime to themselves.

As experience 15 gained, it will be fine tuned. More
volunteers are always welcome.
b} Club Unity

This has improved significantly despite minority

opposition.
¢} Schools Sites
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The relationship between the Club and local schools
has improved to such an extent that a number of schools
sites have been offered for use by Club members. For
example, Andy Shaw has very kindly made the site at
Rodmell available,

d)  Bottom Landings at Firle

There is now an official bottom landing and there will
shortly be a second,
el  Bottom Landing at Ditchling

An additional, flatter field is available when not in
crop.

1) Highand Over

The site has been protected for use by the Club
following its purchase by the National Trust, The Trust also
resited a fence at the Club's request.
gl Towing |

A successful hang gliding towing course was held in
November, More events are planned and successful flying is
expected off the winch during 1952,

)y Sites Guide

An up to date and excellently-produced Sites Guide
has been issued.

1) Competition Successes/Records

There have been notable successes by Club members.
Judy Leden has gained the women's world triangle record
and has become women's werld hanp gliding champion for
the second time. “Ali Syrett las become the British
Pamgliding champion.:

il Larry Tudor Lecture

This was very well attended,

It was mentioned, however, that Larry's equipment
had been stolen in south Wales, In addition to new Wills
Wing hamesses, this inciuded a computer containing all
Larry’s flight data, Judy Leden has further datails.

In conciusion, the Chatrman said that whilst he
believed in editorial freedom, he hoped to see more flying
and less politics In next year's Windsock, This sentiment
wits roundly applauded by the members. He also reminded
the neeting that the Club still required a paragliding coach,
4. OFFICERS®' REPORTS
4.1 Club Hang Gliding Coach (A, Caple)

A. Caple said his main objectives were to promote the
Club Coaching Scheme and to improve the skill of all
members. Windsock was now being sent to schools as an
incentive for existing student pilots to join the Club.

Club lectures and exams were being planned.

A, Caple was seeking to arrange a 2-day Club
Coaching Course with Bob Harrison if enough people were
interested. A minimum of 10 people would be required, A
parachute packing evening was arranged for the following
weckend.

4.2 Sites Control Officer (N. Gibson)

A number of complaints had been received from
pamgliding members because Newhaven was pilot level
only, However, due to the difficulty of the site and to
accidents which had already oceurred, it was proposed to
leave the existing rules in place. There is an underlying
problem arising from the BAPC Coaching Scheme that is

preventing pilots from improving their qualifications. This
thoes not pravide a case for lowering the requirements for
flying the site, however.

The Southem Hang Gliding Club is now a BAPC
Club,

I. Charlton asked whether anything was being done
about slope landings at Mount Cabum, I Carr said that the
siluation had been resolyed.

8, Uzochukwu said that the BAPC coaching scheme
wias too anerous for volunteers 1o manage and that the
HAPC should be contacted 1o this effect,

D. Williamson supgested amending the Sites Guide
following the erection of the fence at Ditchling, J. Carr said
the subject of Ditehling would be discussed at the next
cammittee meeting,

Concern was expressed at the number of lectures
required for pilots to gain gualifications, It was stated that a
lecture is schecluled for April 25th, However, attendance at
these events in the past has been poor, If enough people
attend then more lectures will be held.

O the subject of Mewhaven, I. Carr restated that it is
nod a site on which to learn. The subject would be discussed
ot the next committee meeting. It was supgested that use of
the site should be based on flying howrs rather than pilot
mting.

.3 Schools Liaison Officer (M. Woodhams)

M. Woodhams circulated copies of his report.

Peter Williams (Hayling) is no longer trading and
Peter Bemon (Puple Haze) has just registered,

itelations with the schoels are harmonicus thanks
lnrpely to the efforis of Johmny Carr.

One complaint was that the schools had not been
providing photocopies of their training logs to suppent
payment for use of club sites. These are required 1o enable
the amounts received to be checked.

In answer to a question from John Charlton,

M, Woodhams said that a year had been allowed for the
scheme to be established. Deregistration will now be
considered for schools who do not comply. 1. Charlton
expressed the view that money received from schools
seemed low, M. Woodhams pointed out that some has been
pid direct to P. Bay.

4.4  BAPC Liaison Officer (A, Shaw)

The BAFC Safety and Training Committee are aware
of the problems expressad earlier in the meeting and are
addressing themn. New handbooks are to be issued shortly,

The FI/F2 qualifications are no longer valid. Pilots
who have not aleeady done so will need to transfer to the

new scheme (at no cost), A. Shaw will organise transfers if
requested.

Now the SHGC is a member of the BAPC, it will
receive bulleting direct. The Club’s BAPC number will be
placed in Windsock, enabling members to transfer their
BAPC registration from their existing club or school to the
SHGC if they wish to do so,

In answer to a question from J. Charlton it was stated
that the annual cost to the Club of BAPC membership is
£132, The Club had contacted the BAPC expressing its

dissatisfaction with the arrangement, The decision had been
miade to join nevertheless, since the committee was
mandated to do so al the previous AGHM,

4.5  Treasuter (P, Day)

P, Day explained that expenditure had been steadily
increasing. A statement of the Club’s financial situation was
circulated.

It was explained that, when previously investigated,
all banks/building societies would charge for the Club’s
aceount. P.Day was asked to make further enguiries.

£90 had been paid to the Club for crop landings. In
response to the point that this seemed rather low bearing in
mind £60 had bean collected in one day, it was stated that
mast fines are paid direct to the fanmer,

A. Whitmarsh sugpested co-ordinating the
membership/financial year with the AGM so that the
financial statement reflects all income received for the Year.

Far the benefit of those who do not know him, 1. Carr
mentioned that Peter was a founder member of the Southern
Hang Gliding Club,

4.6  Membership Secretary/Windsock Editor (C, Bartram)

Membership is currently at record levels (432), This
is largely attributable to the efforts of people encouraging
pilots to join. If required, committes members have
membership forms available on the hill.

The computer-based system is running smoothly,

It may be necessary to change the PO, Box as the
Burzess Hill facility is being withdrawn,

An increase in membership fees was under
consideration, the amount to be decided,

. Bartram stated that his aim as editor, was to
produce an informative newsletter - presentable, readable
and humerous,

J. Charlton asked for the proporiion of hang gliding
and paragliding renewals to be presented at the next AGM.

B. Milton sugpested sending questionnaires to non-
renewals around November/December,

N. Russ suggested publishing membership forms in
Windsock, C. Bartram said that copies were available in the
Dyke Hotel and had been sent to the schools.

M, Carnet questioned whether Windsock should be
published monthly, 0. Elliott-Webb said longer inlervals
would not allow sufficient time for the notification of social
events, M Broadbent suggested issuing single sheets for
socials, site guide updates and safety bulletins.

A. Whitmarsh suggested appointing a news editor to
help C. Barlram.

4.7  Airspace Officer (T, Cox)

T. Cox reported there were to be some VMC changes.
Details will be placed in Windsock,

Members were reminded that an airmap is required
before going XC. 40 of the previous version had been
purchased and sold.

4.8  Sites (A, Tumer)
a) Beachy Head - Generally a good year. There was a
patential problem on the southerly take-off but the warden

was under a misunderstanding,
The flags had been vandalised. These were replaced
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by courtesy of Andy Shaw and Harley.

b}  Firle: A permanent bottom landing is available in the
easterly bowl. An alternative landing area is available when
the crop is not in. This will become permanent in 1993,

¢)  High & Over: Since taking over the site, the National
Trust are providing a better site than before, Scrub
clearance will be taking place in due course,

A rail will be required to enable gliders to be carried
over the fence between the top landing area and take-off,

d)  Dyke: There has been no movement regarding the
purchase of the nodtherly bowl, Farmer Williams is not
currently interested in selling, and has rejected the valuation
of £35,000. However, the Club has been given first refusal
should he be prepared to sell.

The bottom landing rules have changed and will he
published. A strip was acquired at an annual cost of £500,
The club may get the pimple field back at some later date.

1. Hayler asked if it would be possible to buy land at
the bottom. This has been investivated and there iz no
likelihood of being able to this,

). Charlton asked if it was known what Farmer
Williams would be prepared to accept, A, Tumer replied

that he had been asked but was not prepared to state a figure,

However, it was intimated that the fipure might be in the
region of £85,000. I, Carr said an offer of £50.000 by the
National Trast had already been rejected.

e) Ditehling: The bottom landing has been extendad
when crops are not in.

4.9  Social Secretary (0. Elliott-Webb)

0. Elliot-Webb apologized for the recent lack of
events due to her having had a baby. Forthcoming events
were parachute packing (4th April). Volunteers were
requested to help with the repacking, An XC lecture was
scheduled for the 25th April and a video night was planned
for later in the yvear. Help would be required for the
Christmas Party. 5. Brooks offered to arganise the trophies.

The Chairman emphasised that, while it was the
intention of the Club to hald a number of lectures each year,
these would only be continued so long as the levels of
attendance justifies them,

4.10 Towing Representative (M. Camet)

A successful hang gliding event wag held at the Dyke
at which 10 pilots gained tow endorsements. However, there
is a shodage of qualified hang gliding winchmen.

If there is demand, Sky Systems will provide the
facilities, M.Camet pointed out that tewing is a group
activity and everybody needs to contribute to the operation,

The hang pliding members present were canvassed to
identify the degree of interest in towing. About 30 indicated
they would he interested,

4,11 Safety (M. Carnet); M. Camet said that members do
not need a form to report an accident/incident, He often
hears mamours but needs facts for it to be of use,

Overcrowding continues to he a problem. This can be
alleviated by hang glider and paraglider pilots understanding
each others type of flying. Two mid-air collisions between
hang gliders and paragliders had occurred, fortunately
without injury. The most significant paragliding safety
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problems are due to deflations, Most hang gliding problems
occur during landings.

A particular cause for concern was the conditions in
which people were flying including under CuNb's,

The marshalling system which had recently come into
operation was working well. As well as the obvious safety
benefits, the Club is seen to be responsible by others,

D. Williamson asked about the mid-air between Tony
Callow and a paraglider pilot. M. Camet had tried to contact
him but without success.

There bad been no incidents involving the public or
modellers. J. Carr pointed out that pilots had been infringing
the modellers’ bowl. The site rules should be adhered to
irrespective of whether models are flying.

4,12  Away Comps (K. Pickering)

As K. Pickering had been unable to attend, J. Carr
said that a message would be published in Windsock,
5 ELECTION OF NEW COMMITTEE

At this point, the committee stood down,

I Carr explained that the entire committee was
willing to stand for another vear, As the pasition of
Chairman was contested by J. Charlton, he and J. Carr
addressed the members before the vote was taken.

John Charlton, who was seconded by Dave
Williamson, said that during his period as Chairman (the
previous year}) he had negotiated Mount Cabum for the Club
and had defended hang gliding interests. He had also
contralled the schools use of Club sites and claimed to have
initiated the idea of introducing marshalling. He expressed
his disappointment at the lack of progress regarding the
purchase of land at he Dyke and stated that, if elected, he
would pursue allernative means of funding. He had
negotiated the use of a number of private sites for hang
gliding and had contacted landowners on the Kingston ridge
and at Box Hill. He was disappointed that no altemative
sites suitable for paragliding had been nezotiated by the
Club. If elected, I. Charlton said he would support the
interests of hang glider and paraglider pilots but, in the
interests of safety, felt that segregation was necessary.

J. Carr, seconded by A, Lucchesi, said that his vear as
chairman had been mastly successful. He expressed his
belief that hang glider and paraglider pilots shared the same
dreams and feelings about flight and have an equal right to
fly. At the previous AGM he had felt it necessary to
challenge I, Chariton for the position of chairman because
Charlton represented a group of hang glider pilots whao did
not want lo fly with paragliders and would defend the
interests of hang glider pilots to the detriment of paraglider
pilots. I. Carr would represent equally all the members who
elected him be they hang glider or paraglider pilots, J. Carr
also saw the formation of an alternative hang gliding club
by J. Charlten {the Downs Club) as an act of dislayalty
towards the Southern Hang Gliding Club. He read out a
letter from the Southem Hang Gliding Club to the Downs
Club which he felt demonstrated that the SHGC was doing
everything in its power to accommadate the wishes of the
Dawns Club members, thus negating the need for a separate
Club. 1. Carr also read out an agreement allowing slope

lnnd ings at Mount Caburmn in designated areas.

[n supporting J. Charlton, D. Williamson said that his
oinly interest was in contributing towards the membership of
the Club and in flying,

The results of the election were as follows =

J. Charlton 5 votes/J. Carr 73 votes/ 4 abstentions

1. Carr said that the politics that had been very much
I evidence on the past year should now be put aside.

[t was stated that there was a need fora Club
pamgliding coach. This person should ideally not be a
member of ancther Club, 1, Jehu was elected (seconded by
I Batten, 4 votes against and 3 abstentions).

MNone of the other posts were contested,

6 CAPITAL RESERVE FUND

I, Cox put the following proposal to the meeting :- **The
Southermn Hang Gliding Club set aside 20% of all income
{rom € lub membership annual subscriptions in order to
(e a capital reserve fund to purchase flying sites.™

To support this proposal, T. Cox said that the Club
needed to think ahead and to make s fature moere sscure,
Also, with farmers needing the money and land prices being
lisiw, this may present opportunities for the Club.
Subseriptions would need to be increased to mise the
ecessary funds.

M. Woodhams spoke against the motion saying that it
Wi not affordable (it was estimated that initial membership
would have to be increased to £50 and renewals to £45],

The motion, seconded by 5. Swanton, was accepted
{1 wotes against).

1 PARAGLIDING AT THE DYKE

). Charlton put the fallowing proposal to the meeting:
YAl pamgliding at Devils Dyke should cease and the site
b designated hang gliding only on the zrounds of flight
8y :

Ihe mobion was defeated (3 votes in favour, 3 abstentions),
8 HOME COMPETITIONS QFFICER'S REFORT
(A Lucehesiy The Alexandm Rose Day Appeal raised
L2006 is intended to repeat this competition,

U DOWNS CLUB REGISTRATION with BHGA

I, Charlten proposed the following motion = **The
Souther Hang Gliding Club should cease blocking the
Bewns Club’s application for registration with the BHGA. ™

This was seconded by D, Williamson,

J. Charlton said he was prepared to respect the
prineipals of site sovereignty, J.Carr felt that the formation
of another Club within the Southern Hang Gliding Club area
{4, neverntheless, a threat.

The mation was deflzated by 37 votes to 19
10, WEATHER STATION

J. Charlton proposed that the Club pay for use of the
weather station for another year at the same price. The
mation was carried (3 votes against),

Il. VISITOR'S SITE FEES

M. Broadbent proposed that visitors fees should be
put up in line with basic membership fees, i.e. from £2 to
£3. This was secondad by Ron Harrington.

Carmied unanimously.

TIE MFETING CLOSED AT 11:45 r.w

MINUTES OF THE SHGC

COMMITTEE MEETING, 2nd
December 1992

Present ; J. Carr, M. Camet, A Caple, A. Turmer,
. de Haan, F. Kennedy, A. Lucchesi, K. Pickering,
G. Cook, M. Brady, T. Cox, |. Jehu
Apologies - N. Gibson, M. Woodhams
In Attendance: R. Crowley
1. Minutes From FPrevious Meeting
8.3 Mark Watts and Dave Jones have been
seen instrucling on as well as flying on Club
sites while not being Club members.
2. Matters Anising
2.1 Markers at Cabumn
The site rules are now an display.
2.2 Acquisition of Flares
K. Pickering is hoping Yo receive some additional
flare guns in the very near future,
2.3 Receipt Books
Trnese were passed to committee members al
the meeating.

24 Sites Guide
N, Gibson will communicate conwnents to M.

Woodhams outside the meeting.
25 Xmas Bash

Unfartunately, not many tickets had been sold.
About 40 people were known to be going. | de Haan
said he was proposing to use Windsack to solicit
comments from the mambers as to what social events
they would like to have.

28 Club Trophies

The best hang gliding newcomer is Salvadore
Marano, Most improved hang glider pilot is John O
Meil
2.7 PR Officer

The vacancy will appear in Windsock,

2.8 Xmas Gifts For Local Schools:

It was decided to shelve the idea for this year.
28 Use of Club Sites By The Green Dragons

Serious concem was expressed that no revanue
has been received from the Grean Dragons. It is known
that they have been training at Ditchling and High &
Cver,

The whola structure of the relationship
between the schools and the Club will be reviewed
at the next AGM when the situation will be resolved.
210 Raffle Prizes for Xmas Bash: A. Caple very
generously offered a trip in a private aircraft.

211 Bradwell Edge Fighting Fund
M. Carnet will present a cheque from the Club for
£100 at the inaugural general meeting of the BHPA.

2.12 Xmas Bash Tickets: These have been produced.
2.13 Windsock for the Dyke: |. de Haan has contacted
Trekking in respect of their offer to provide a free

windsock.
continued on page 23......

21




CoOHaGD: 0 Aoy bl el

e

Working on the principle that you don't have to be sick to get better, your
Committee has decided to encourage wider use of the Club Coaches.

Paraglider pilots have not previously had the support of a coaching scheme, as it
was new to the BAPC prior to amalgamation, so this innovation is particularly
aimed at them.

The purpose of the Coaching Scheme is to help all pilots to improve by sharing
knowledge and offering advice.

To do this, each member is invited to meet the Club Coaches at the Dyke hotel on
any evening of the monthly Committee Meeting. This is usually the first
Wednesday in the month, although February's meeting will be on the 11th
(Thursday).

Please complete the form below (a photocopy will do if you don't want to cut up
your super soaraway windsock) - you can give it to the Coach, with whom you will
be able to discuss arrangements for yourself personally or as a member of a group.

The
SOUTHERM
HANG GLIDING

. Club

I
| Coaching Interest (please tick):
| General Flying on Club sites:

:Tmmmm@amxcmwt
| S.LV. (instability exercises):

L

Studying for Pilot exam: —
Advanced Pilot exam:
Competitions (any level):

]r 1

|

SHGC COACHING REGISTRATION

N : |

I[Adaﬁmr:ss:_ :

| |

I

Il Tel: BHPA Qualification: |

: Present Glider: Glider Colour; I
| SHGC MEMBER No:

|

|

|

|

;

SITE NEWS - URGENT SITE NEWS - URGENT

BEACHY HEAD CLIFFS

All members please note: The Cliffs at Beachy Head (not the bow! - see your site guide, page
BHO3)ARE EFFECTIVELY CLOSED FROM JANUARY st until June/July, 'i‘his’is necessary
due to the request/order of The Warden and the local authorities. We will notify you when the cliffs
re-open,

The reason is the nesting of Perigrine Falcons along the cliffs,

ﬁx!tlmugh the breeding season of the birds actually staris a little later than January, we must abide by
this decision, Note - this only applies to flying THE CLIFFS - we can still fly THE BOWL, as long
as the flags are out and rules obeyed, etc. .
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Minutes continued from page 21...
3. Schools Training Al Firle

J. Garr had asked Russ Crowley along to the meeting to provide clarification of his arrangements with the
{armer for use of Firle for training. Russ explained that he no longer had an arangement with the farmer far
bottom landings and that use of the site was totally under the auspices of he Club. He uses Club sites for the final

slages of training.

J. Carr pointed out that it is the Club's policy to work with schools so long as they don't work against the

Club.

A. Tumer said he had hoped to have an additional field beneath the quarry set aside for bottom landings.
F. Kennedy will talk to Mr. Will Hole to nogotiate for the consequent loss of crop.

A, Tumner said that Firle Estates only permit 2 schools 1o use the site. Other schools have been seen using it
for training. It was agreed that this is unfair to those schools who do abide by the rules.
In order to ensure that there is no doubt, M. Woodhams will write to the schools reiterating which sites

they may and may not use, as follows:-

Devil's Dyke OK for all registered schools

High & Over Ok for all registered schools

Mount Cabum QK for all registered schools

Ditchling OF for all registered schools

Firla Hang gliding tuition by Russ Crowley and Tim Cox only
Mewhaven Me training

Beachy Head Mo training

Steyning Eddie Bilous exclusive

4. Brighton Council Meeling
In spite of the apparently satisfactory cutcome of the meeting with the Mid-Sussex

Council, there is to be a separate meeting with Brighton Councll as the result of their being approached by a local
horse riding lobby. It will take place at 10.30 9th December in Hove Town Hall. Paul Milmore has offered to attend.
A. Turner and M. Carnet will represent the Club at the meeting.
5 Officers’ Repons
fi1 Membarship Secretary (G. Cook)

An up to date membership list was dislributed. There are currently 345 members.
5.2  Away Comps. (K. Pickering)

The largest air festival ever staged in the south of England is due lo take place in the Eastboume area
batween the 5th and 9th August 1993, Around 150,000 visitors are expecled, There will opporiunities for hang
gliding and paragliding demonstrations, passibly using some kind of towing - winch, tow boat or agrotowing.

The BHPA will be involved. It was agreed that the SHGC would definitely like to become involved.
63 Airspace (T. Cox)

A map depicting the revised airspace will be published in Windsock before the next XC season, T. Cox and
K. Pickering will ligise.

Detalls of the CAA facility for automatically issuing new versions of air maps will be published in
Windsock.
654 Home Comps (A. Lucchesi)

I spite of a number of atternpts to complete it, the 1992 competition with the TVHGC has had lo be cared
over to the following year because of poor weather,
55 Windsock (I, de Haan)

| de Haan will use Windsock lo organise and report on social events. The publication deadiine for commitlee
business will be one week after the monthly meeting,

The Secretary will send the corrected minutes from the previous meeting to 1. de Haan on diskette for
publication in the next issue of Windsock.

56 A Tumer (Sites)
a) High & Over
In accordance with the current agreement, the Mational Trust will want a log of flying days.
Since the Club may be paying for days on which the sfte is used by the Green Dragons, M. Woodhams wiil
ask the school for a copy of its training log for the year.
b}  Beachy Head

A bag has been supplied at Beachy Head for holding the various items of equipment.
The subject of flags and procedures will be an agenda item at the next meeting.
Due to nesting birds , fying the cliffs must cease from 1st January. Flying in the bow! may continue. A.
Turner was authorised to purchase Christmas gifts for the landowners/farmers as a token of thanhs.
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57 Hang Gliding Coach (A. Caple)

A successful coaching course was held the previous weekend. More Thames Valley than Southem
members were present,

A. Caple suggested organising a safety evening,

Since attendance atinterest in lectures lends to be poor, A. Caple offered to give private tuition to pilots who
are interested.

M. Camet suggested organising Club nights, each concentrating on a specific topic with speakers etc.

IF THE ACSOMODATION 15 avalLABLE, THE 1993 AGM wiLL BE HeLD oy THE 13TH MarcH.

58 Towing (M. Camet)

The UK. tug is almost certified with the C. 4 A,

The British Towing Open will be held on the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd May.
£9 Secretary (M.Brady)

The first draft of the minutes of the 1992 AGM were distributed to the commitlee who should retum their
comment at the next menthly meeting, and the minutes will be published in January Windsock,

5.10 Chaiman (J. Carr)

An international local govemment conference is to be held locally in March 1993, Paul Milmore has asked
the SHGC to become involved in a demonstration of outdoor activities, It will invoive the press and could be good
publicity for the Club,

B, Dale Oftexf Meeting
Wednesday 6th January, Devil's Dyke Hotel

Glenda 81&9’2 Pilot prcfﬂ:asi_"
0. 1- JOnNRY CARR

Number one in this fantastic new humorous series takes all the new members
around who’s who in the Southern Club or on the Committee and introduces you to
them. Tells you all their little secrets and lets you knowm what they’re really like!

So its obvious to start with the First ever member of the Southern Club, one Johnny
Carr. Became famous in the mid seventies when there were site difficulties by laying
out his wallet in a field and soaring it.

Became world famous in 1979 by rounding a pylon in the World Championship the
wrong way on the last day and giving the World crown to one Rich Pfieffer. Tells
everyone he is the sleeping partner in Sky Systems. Gets cross when people point out
they wouldn’t like to sleep with Michel Carnet. He's also the one in nearly every
seventies film about hang gliding film wearing the ridiculous flares, Often seen on the
hill trying to extract performance from an UP TRX, Pink pigs at 3,0001t are more likely.
Remembers Hang Gliding in the pre John Pendry era. Holds the British out and return
record. Has had his photo in 28 of the last 36 month’s worth of Windsock. Can find a
rock on a slope with his eyes shut. Spent most of the eighties writing articles to Wings
entitled “Michel Carnet the unsung hero."

Glenda Slag’s Pilot Profiles:
I0. 2 - [ITONSIEUR LE CARNET

Michel Carnet runs (if you can call it that) Sky Systems. Flies and sells paragliders but used
to, long ago before the dawn of time, fly hang gliders.
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Spent most of the seventies at Steyning Bowl scrounging other peoples gliders. Erroneously
(hinks he became famous when he won the British Hang Gliding Championships twice (ch
yes it’s true). Actually became famous in the Ben Ashman strip “The Yellow Baron” as .
Michel the French Onion Seller. Lands in the Paddock and excuses his behaviour by saying
“This canopy, she ‘as the glide of a ‘ang glider.” Is rumoured to have bought a round of
drinks at the Christmas Party in 1992 but no photographic evidence exists. Has a large
cabinet full of trophies which visiting low airtimers think are for hang and para comps but
most of which are the Southern Club MCP(Male Chauvinist Pig) of the Year Awards.
rought paragliding to the South Downs. Once held (with Robbie Whittall) the British
Parascending?? record. But it was 1988, and the previous record was a top to bottom off

| ords Seat. Once wrote a controversial article about the Southern Club in Skywings. Has
heen on the Southern Club committee for ages. Will one day fly a hang glider again.

Glenda Slag's Pilot Profiles:
Ro. 3 - TONY "WILD BOY" LUCHESSJ

Tony Luchessi needs no introduction. If you don’t know him you are nota flying member of
the SHGC. Sells Santanas of the amazing glide angle fame. Runs local comps. Spends most
his time in the bottom landing field looking after his purple -MYLAR MEANIE- K2.
Intends to fly the League on an APCO SANTANA FRC. (Cue applause!) Has been banned
[forn every pub, camp site and Little Chef in Wales. Gave up paragliding after flying a
Paratech P3. Leader of the so called WILD BOYS.

Glenda Slag's Pilot Profiles:
To. 4 - STEVE COOK

(“hristened "Nappy Rash' by Mandy Keepax (she who must be obeyed). Wants to be a
WILD BOY when he grows up. Dashing conversation and witty repartee are Steve's
speciality. Flies a Red Apco Santana and is TonyWild Boy's secret weapon in the Santana
sules push in England. Has joined the elite Dyke to Deal XC brigade. Always goes XC whf’:n
Tony goes down (90% of the time). Only joined the SHGC recently after he realised that his
X(U's wouldn't win him any prizes if he didn't. Once cut his nose off using nose wires on a
small Rumour. In the League this year on an APCO SANTANA Cue applause! hmmmm.

w—-——-——ﬂ_ﬂ

Next month.... Steve OzeeSuitookwu and lan de Haan bend over and spread 'em for Glenda
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A Interview with British Paragliding Champion Richard Carter
by Gary Cook

GC: When and where did you actually learn to paraglide?
RC; InSeplember 1987. | was sludying at Sheffield Palylechnic at the time, and went for a two day weekend
course with Peak Paragliding. Geoff Bitles and Gerald Willlams were teaching then, and Ron Fawcett was a
irainee instructor! | couldn't afford a glider at the time, but | was hooked already. | didn't do anything else for about
a year. In the Alps the following summer, | got my first glider - a half knackered Brizair 10. | came back to England
and repaired it myself on a borrowed sewing machine! Then | went out flying in Derbyshire... Once | was blown
over the back of Lord's Seat - a big spine back ridge. | went round the rotor three times like a ping pong ball in a
tombola before | hit the ground. In relrospect, | got away with murder several times - and | also became notorious
in Derbyshire! | kepl bumping into Geoff in the Peaks, One day he asked me if | had a licence - | said no, so he
signed me up for my F1 and later on for my F2. Then | was away again to Chamonix for the winter, where | flaw
mostly from Plan Praz and also the Aguilles de Midi, with one solo attempt from the summit of Mont Blanc. |
couldn't make it off the top, and had to walk down a couple of thousand feet. By March that yaar | had ssen locals
thermalling, and | got really inspired and ambitious for a bit more than my usual top ta bottom flights.
When | got back to the UK after thal winter, the selection camp for the British team was being held at Merthyr, |
went along hoping to meet some of the best UK pilots and maybe pick their brains. | didn't really think | could get
into a team or anything, | just wanted to meet some good fliers. It rained the whole weekend, all we did was talk...
A year later, also at Merthyr, the British Nationals was held - | went along again - with a bormowed [TV Aries - lo
see what was happening. | was really envious of Andy Napolitan, Michel Camet, Nigel Page, Squeaky Higham
and Al Syrett. They all knew how to thermal and | didn't! That was the day that really inspired me to find out
evarything | could about soaring. | got hold of all the hang gliding and sailplaning books that | could - | was
determined o get up there with the rest of them.
That winter, back in the Alps, | put into practice most of the theory that | had leamed, and it all seemead to come
together - | was suddeniy able to fly XC and soar properly...
GC: At what stage did you think that you were capable and ready to try and make the big time?
RO In 1990, paragliders were allowed to compete at the Bassano competition for the first time. | made a private
entry, and wenl along - 4 days later | finished 4th. Robbie Whittall won it that year, but | knew now that | could do it
too... After that | went on to Fiesch, where there were even more big names, and | came in 14th. That was
probably a more realistic result, although the tasks were humungous by any standard | had previously flown to,
GC: You've broken the British UK Local record 5 times now. What's your secret?
RC: After Fiesch | retumed to the UK and broke it for the first time with a 47km flight. That day | deliberately tried
a different tactic and it paid off. At cloudbase the clouds were incredibly thin - maybe only 1001t deep. | stayed with
it and stayed with it, and carried on circling even in 1-downs. Eventually | was back down to 5001t AGL, when it
picked back up again inte an average 5-up, and | was back at base, Until then | had atways glided off as soon as |
got to cloudbase - and then gone down. Maybe 'd picked that up frem reading gliding books and not appreciated
the different search capabilities. It was a big change for me to waffle around and let the wind do the work,
GC: Apart from the obvious like winning championships and getting records - what kind of aims and
ambitions have you got in paragliding?
RC: ['d like to fly in New Mexico - the only problem is that the season is more or less the same as the European
season - it's a problem to make that choice now that | compete. I'd like to go to Brazil, too - Govemnadore
Valladares sounds good - especially when it's being pronounced by Jacques Valente's Brazilian girifriend!
Hopefully there should be a competition there soon, but | don't think it actually counts towards anything - it's not on
the Word Cup circuit yet. They have put a bid in for'94, though. ..
What I'd really ike lo dois to secure a sponsorship deal of some kind and just fly for a living.
GC: What has been your best moment while you have been flying?
RC: There are lots, really, The first time | got above take off in the Alps, The first time | went over 5km cross-
country from Hope Brink is one I'll always remember,
GC: And the worst?
RC: Definitely in Verbier in 1890 - it was the Lucky Strike competition. | had my only serious accident there - |
span in and hit a small cliff. | woke up in Sion hospital and it became apparent that | wasn't going to fly for some
tirne. That was probably my worst moment,
GC: You got into the British hang gliding league
this year with just your paragliding flights - would
you ever pursue hang gliding to the detriment of
paragliding?
RC: At present, no. I'm not that well known in the hang
ki ; ’ ¥
gliding scene. | doubt if anyone would really want o ; GOpi os of Skwings. If you are, please let

sponsor me to fly in the hang gliding league. I'm really ’
looking at this year being a learning experience for me them know at the BHPA office, and save
in hang gliding. | would like to do just what | did in ; the association a bit of money!
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\ The BHPA are interested to find out if any
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of you who used to be members of both the <
2 BAPC and the BHGA are still receiving two §

lew me to take an oxygen bottle aloft. | raced down the sunny (northern) side of a small Gu-Nim, always making

paragliding - to IaaFm WE”ﬂﬁDtT: mﬁ gﬁ;:rre experenced les:}_:;;; rgnlnts.

i ou going to e gague ona parag
gg: ;?:.rr: gericgsly' t?\-:nughhtr about it! Gngsc:me Iighri'n-ﬁnd days | could definitely be at a small advantage on my
Katana. | don't really know - we'll see.
(3C: What do you think about the way paragliding has changed since you started? o
RO [ts ten imes better all round - as régards Iraining, we're tumning out pilots now instead of just giving people a
ihill ride going top to bottom. Training nowadays s really good compared to the old days - the standard B
instruction is a lot better - instructors are pilots themselves these g:llag.rs. and can the[mal mstlead of just sled riding.
A far as safety goes, the certification of gliders can only be a positive move. Speaking fc:r high-performance
gliders, in the last couple of years the handling qualities have definitely improved, and we've improved the overall
speed, glide and sink. Advances seem to be slow at the moment, but | wouldn't be surprised if there are major
lhings to come... single surfaces, inflatables, who knows? ik . .
'8 row far more acceptable for good pilots to fly a so-called “intermediate” wing. There's no longer an attitude
(hat difficult handling must equal high performance - and thats gotto be a good thing.
(3C: What do you look for in a good paraglider? Why do you fiy the UP Katana? :
RC. | look for what's performing well on the Intemational Circuit, | listen to all the gossip about all the different i
madels. | try and sort out the hype from the facts, and then get a test flight on the ones that interest me. Now Il be
Inoking specifically at the handling qualities. Some high-performance gliders have _alrgmc:us handlujg i
ehiracteristics, and there's no way I'd like to get thrashed on some of them! In spring 92, after a w[nter of trials,
wnded up flying a UP Katana in Japan. | was loaned the Katana to use in the coming season, and I've since been
[iieky enough to get a sponsorship deal as well, I've stuck with the Jl-iatana ever since - I'm convinced that it's the
Bast canopy going at the moment, and | will be flying it again in the '93 season.
(3C: Tell us about the record flight you just did in South Africa: n _ :
REC: The morming of the big flight we were at Viryburg. The we ather looked promising, with cumulus peppering
i sky by 11am. The surface wind was maybe 30km/n from the narth west. | operated the winch for Judy (Leden)
» on her hang glider - she got away at about 1pm, and Iqmpk!g,r got ready. . :
My first tow resulted in an outlanding about 1km from the airfield, after following zero sink. Just after 2pm | was
hick on the tow, releasing siraight into an average 600fpm climb. This lopped out {about 30km from Vr:,rbyrg. A
dusl devil showed me where | cught to be. Back to cloudbase at 13,0001t AGL, giving me a maximum altituda of
7,340 ft ASL. It was the only time | would get this high, | was using oxygen whenever | was above 13,000ft -
bafore | went out to SA, | had added an exira zip to the seat pocket of my new Sky Systams SAS2 hamess to

are was space to escape to the north if it was necessary as | could hear thunder crashing and see
ﬁﬁ?ﬂiﬁli’?gsﬁng in thF:s- cloud. Eahi;ird me was a gust front, revealing itself as it lifted the soil from the fields.
| nventually found a small, scrappy area of lift. There was now no su_nshme around, as the Iarga Culims to the
wasl and south-west were blotting out all the direct light. | was surprised to find that | was drifting bar:gk to the west
i | elimbed. The lift dissipated after | had gained about 1,000ft, and | began to glide back east. | finally landed in
e fleld that | had picked the thermal off 15 minutes earfier!
The tolal distance was 217.2km, covered in 4 hours 14 minutes - an average ground speed of 51km/h (an
verage ground speed in the UK is about 25km/h). .
r::aaag-su%mitted tﬁis flight for an official British National Distance Eecprd (this is the FA| record for the longest 3
distance flown by a British National anywhere). | have also submitted it to tlhe FAl to claim Diamond Distance an
Helght Gain, which have only been awarded once before to a parqghder pilot - Urs Haan.
(1C: So what do you really think of winching and flatland flying? .
G Winching allows you to fly in much stronger winds than would be safe to use on the hill. For example on a
flalland area a 15mph wind would be nearer 30mph on top of a hill. In these circumstances, it may be safelm -
launch from the flatiand based winch, but not safe on the hill. For distance flying, this means that once you'e a E t,
\'va got a higher average ground speed, and a big distance becomes a matter of duration. If you stay up for
u've gone a long way! :
'&kgt:l"l?r?g that%aahy imprgesse{j me in South Africa was that the average success rate for pilots to get away from
iha low was about ong in three - at times we had 5 or 6 gliders climbing away from the al_rﬁeld atonce. The .
nverage turm-round on tows was under ten minutes, depending on how the line fatl, aqﬁ if the next pilot was rﬁa i
and waiting - as always with winching that's the most frustrating thing when the winch is ready and the next pilot
it | |
'.LTmmar thing about winching which may nct be so abr.riaus is that you have no hill or lee-side effects to worry
abiout, and you're usually not in crowded airspace. This could mean that pilots are at:gle tp get to grips with
{harmals eariier in their flying career, without worrying about other people or hills getting in the way.
: Give us a few words of wisdom: .
Eg Eﬁ soon as you think you're getting good, you're getting close to an ar_:cident. I've seen a lot of pllots start to
.ﬂq’t confident and lose their fear... and within a few months they end up having a serious accident Time argtlme
'-ifq_a_ih ['ve seen this happen - even to myselfl So - take your time, be careful and make sure it's not you next!

And remember - size is important after all.
| 2%F

— R




