WINDSOCK

THE JOURNAL OF THE SOUTHERN HANG GLIDING CLUB

DC | .ihee
Robbie Whittall wins World

Sky Svystems:
9
TeL: BricHTON @ (0273) 857700 EDBURTON - NEAR HENFIELD - WEST SUSSEX - BNS 9LL

Sky Systems are
committed fo offering
you the bast choice of
paragliding and hang

gliding equipment in the
UK. We stock ifems
from the best availabls
manufactfurers, and
offer this equipment
couniry-wide through
our nefwork of dealers.

Airwave Winter

Strip Down

October 15t - December 189th 1891,
Once again, Sky Systems, as main
Alrwave dealer for London and the
South East, will be offering this FREE
STRIP DOWN servica 1o Airwaye
pilots. This means that the hang glider
pilot wilt save £80 and the paraglider
pilot £20. Al paris replaced and
repairs WILL BE CHARGED FOR.
Although carriage expenses ARE NOT
INCLUDED, we will try to send several
gliclers to the Isle of Wight together
and share the cest of fransport , so
please BOOK EARLY!

Please note that a *slrip down® on
*crashed® wings will be charged for at
the standard rale, ie. no saving!

Phone Dave Perrin on (0273) 857700
1o book your winter sirip down

Some Examples from our current retail price list:

SKY SYSTEMS "FLIGHTSTYLE" PARAGLIDING HARHESS: £105.00

SKY SYSTEMS "FLIGHTSTYLE" LARGE: £120.00

SKY SYSTEMS SAS (SHOCK ABSORBER SYSTEM) HARNESS: £189.00

SKY SYSTEMS KEVLAR BACK PLATE FOR SAS HARNESS: £100.00
ONE-SPORT PARAGLIDING HELMET: Exeellent. £35.00

FLY HELMET FOR HANG GLIDING or PARAGLIDING: £45.98

PICK-UP HELMET. Recommended, includes visor and closabile venls, £47.00

VOL LIERE KEVLAR FULL-FACE HELMET, Professional profection; £150.00
SCORPIO CARBONKEVLAR FULL FACE HELMET. £128.00

TELOGRIP FINGERLESS GLOVES. Leather & rotproof nylon, S/IMIL. £22 50

EDEC UGHTWEIGHT GLOVES. Thumb/index finger free, Lealher, MALAXL. E10.50
EDEC LIGHTWEIGHT MITTS. All fingers free_ £9.50

HELLY HANSEN GLOVE LINERS For extra wamth. Lycra/poly, £7.00

FLY GLOVES. Cofourul and wamm for hang or paragliding. £25,00

OZEE THINSULATE FLYING SUIT, Essential lor cold weather, 2 lengths, 4 widihs, 3
cotours, The original and the best. £79.99

OZEE AQUATEX SUIT, Thinsulale with a breathable, waterproof shell. £129.59

OZEE LIGHTWEIGHT FLYING SUNT, Showerproof labric, lots of pockels. £55,00
TREKKING FLYING SUIT. Golourful suits, printed with paragliding melifs, Brealhaable
waleprood malerals. Nice colours, brlliant designs. Was £140.00 Now £120.00

SKY SYSTEMS FLYING SUIT, Desigred and made by the Sky Systems Team lo be the
bes! available! Breatheable, windproof, waterprool dolh in beautilul new colours, For
hang giider or paraglider pisols. As wom by the British Paragliding Team 1951, £89.00
HELLY HANSEN HOOD. Quality podar leece. Good neck profection. £13:00

HELLY HANSEN BALACLAYA. Thammal material, covers nose and moulh. £7.00
POLARJACKET. Cuality jacket with fleeca lining. Concealed hood in collar. Big velem-
fastening pockels. £42 50 : :

NECPRENE FACE MASK. Velcro-fastening face profection. Covars chin, nose and
mculh. [deal lightweight protection for al pilkats. £5.50

TROLL FLEECE TOP. Blending fashion and funclion, Troll produce these hooded feace
Iops in pefyesier fleace. A full cul wilh a cavemous hand-warming packet which conceals
a secrel money pockel. Available in black or purple with co-omdinaling tim. £54.99
PARAGLIDER ENAMEL BADGE. £4.50 HANG GLIDER ENAMEL BADGE. £4.50
ONE-SPORT “TURBULENCE” BOOTS. £85.90 LINE 7 ADG BOOTS. £76.39
BOLLE EDGE SUNGLASSES, Amazing prolection system for all sporls. £54.95
SKYWATCH electronéc airspeed/iwindspeed indicalor £62.50

SILVA COMPASS including wondertamp. The ulimale compass. £55.00

FRENCH SITES GUIDE 677 pages, bots of pics, full-colour maps. £25.00

THE ABC OF PARAGLIDING by Hubert Aupetit. £12.00 !
WIND-SOCK. Brightly coloured. £10,00 BUMBAG. Waist pouch for stowing gear, £7.75
APRON-STYLE PARAGLIDING MAP HOLDER. Latest design 1o hold big map. £9.95
SKY SYSTEMS PARAGLIDING TOW RELEASE. BAPC approved. £36.00
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Paragliding Championships!
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HOW DOES THE INTERNATIONAL HANGLIDING
STAR DO IT?

"WELL, A BIT OF DEITY ON YOUR BACK-UP
TEAM IS ALWAYS A PLUS!"
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Take off far enough forwards in rough conditions. page 2.

FAST FROG LTH-

Despite an excellent effort by Martin Brady in coming joint second, and
putting the Scuthern Club team in second place, after the first day of the
tirwave Challenge Final,we were thwarted, on the last day, by the imaginative
task of thirty three miles round a turn point, set by Len Hull. Out of a field
of 45 only two pilots made the distance and one of them misread his map and
landed in the wreng field! None of the Southern team made the turn point and
we ended up in fifth place out of nine teams. A fun time was had by all; the
competition centre haid very good all round sports facilities, The paragliding
competition was scrapped after no competitors turned up.

In the World Paragliding Championships, Southern Club menber Robbie
Whittall became the first World Champion in history at Digne, near St. André,
using his knowledge of airmanship to come out on top at the end of a hotly
disputed competition. The top four team results were very close with the
Swiss lst., Great Britain 2nd., Germany 3rd., France &4th, In the individual
results: Bruce Goldsmith was 7th.: Scuthern Olub members John Pendry léch.,
Mark Turner 18th. and Ali Syrert 38th.(making her 4th. out of the ladies);
Richard Carter was 19th, after suffering a bad result on one day and John
Sylvester was 20th,

The barbecue was very well attended by over 70 guests at Johony and
Diane Carr's. Special thanks are due to Tony and Peggy Turner for mucking in
and helping with the cooking and serving of the food. Chris Bartram and
Dave Goepel built the excellent bonfire; John Charlton and Judy provided a
fuming Jamaican punch,in a dustbin,which the more adventurous got stuck into
and then wondered why there heads had left their shoulders! This made it an
excellent evening for all, despite Steve Uzochukwu and myself getting the
guitars out. Johnny and Diane would like to thank evervone there for leaving
the place in a reasonably clean and tidy state. I'm sure that everyone whao

participated would like to join me in thanking Johnny and Diane for having us.
D.W.

ALEXANDER ROSE DAY APPEAL.
MAY-JUKE 1991,

Could all pilots who have taken part in the competition please collect
all monies and send a cheque and your sponsorship form to me even if you did
not manage any miles or sponsors, as they were all numbered and the charicy
needs to see all the forms, even blank omes. Cheers,
Toay.
Sewd to!

&.Lucchesi,
2 Chantry Cottages,
Chantry Lane,
Storrington,
West Sussex,
REHZ0 4AE.




TO ALL OWNERS OF FALHAWK ATHLETES

As you may be aware, some of these paragliders have suffered severe
problems with increasing fabric porosity, with the result that many have

become unsafe to fly after very few hours use. Whichever way you look ar ir

b
The lack of will th i of Falhawk t te th f
sugh ag?idgrsTrln gr?; f-.rﬁasy%nas [:?rgr?'lptgd J:maas Frgsﬁﬂgfrri‘: st1t::|Efn:an‘?r| %‘:qggiaﬂn { hf F LA S H LI T E hﬂS contro I

group’ to pursue the matter in force.

All Falhawk owners (even those still flying - yours wilf be the next canopy to
fail!) are urged to contact James on 0823 42395 or 0823 321230 or by mail at:
Widcombe Farm, Culmbead, TAUNTON, TA3 7DX.

{If you doubt the need for this, you wont after you've read next month's
Skywings!l)

Front zip jacket type fastening
* Adjustable shoulder straps (aerolex buckles)

Adjustable 'hood' on shoulder straps for drag
reduction

* No rigid backbone to restrict movement on
the ground

* Light weight, low bulk
* Leather scuff patch on toe

* Front pack with reserve container &
generous zipped pocket

AT THE TALBOT, CUCKFIELD, X £ltsmnal.cshutder; big,
SAT. 7th. DEC, COLD XMAS BUFFET, « Atrastive TERI SlihE.
X REVIVAL OF THE JOHNNY CARR DISCSHOW!
80 tickets only, first come, first served, onCorprise UC

Tickets £15 each by post from:
Johnny Carr,
"Tillershaw',
2 North Common Road,
Wivelsfield Green,
East Sussex.

For detaiis The Old Bamn, Rhyls Lane,
contact: - Lockeridge, Nr. Mariborough,
Wiiltshire. SN8 3EE. England.

Tel. Lockeridge (0672-86) 555/4

(cheques payable to: S.H.G.C.)

page 5.




Thames Valley Hang Gliding Club

Taken from Voiplane

Convergence Cup
by Mark Begg & Jay Myrdal

The first of what is now to be an annual.

event took place on the 17th and 18th Au-
ust this summer at Devils Dyke. The event?
friendly competition between Southem
Hang Gliding Club and our own TVHGC,
The weekend was well attended by both
clubs with 15 PG and 10 HG pilots from
Thames Valley competing on both days.

Organised by Mark Begg (TV) and
Tony Lucchesi (S), the weekend was set up
with the emphasis on fun and, in particular,
to encourage mora of our members to leave
the hill and experience the rewards and ex-
citement of XC flying. A superb trophy was
purchased with joint club funds for the occa-
sicn.

The task was set as open distance with
HG pilots scoring miles and PG pilats scor-
ing km, the top F“mﬁ from each discipline
to score each day for each team. A minimum
of only 1 point was agreed to encourage first
timers.

For a change the weather conditions
were flyable both days, at least for the han
gliders. Salurday however proved to be a bit
windy and, although paragliders were flying
in the morning, no one got away and by mid-
day it was hang gliding only.

TVHGC got off to a good start with
Simon Offord first to leave the hill, closely
followed by Jerry Pack, Richard Shepperd
and Marcus Goodwin, At this point we were
leading by a lot, As the afternoon went on,
however, more pilols got away, mainly from
SHGC and the scores began to even up.
Two of our HG pilots deserve special men-
tion here; Johnathan Holland {13 miles) and
Dava Butt é‘!(}.?ﬁ miles), both scoring with
their first XC.
field further then local veteran league pilot,
Johnny Car. Well donel

Scores were lotted up and, as the 6pm
window was aboul to close, SHGC had crept
ahead by about 2 miles. Team orders went
out and at 5,58 and 5:59, Jay Myrdal and
Mark Begg launched in marginal conditions,

Midweek Hying? Freefone 2230,

Johnathan actually landed one -

on paragliders. Mark fluked a thermal up to
700 ATO and did 4.5km. Jay, determined
not to |et the side down, followed orders and
did a down wind dash from about 350/ ATO,
just managing to score the minimum 1km on

is maiden XC. The paraglider scores
proved to be crucial, however, since no
Scuthern paragliders left the hill and this left
TVHGC with a lead of 3 points at the end of
the first day. Very exciting stuff.

Sunday murning began with clear blue
skies and no wind. From time to time pilots
launched without gaining more then a few
dozen feet. Then at about 1 o'clock Ben
Shaw (TV PG) decided to risk a bottom land-
ing and flew out from the hill. He hadn't
climbed more then 40 feet when Mark Beg

and Michel Camet (S PG) ?Diﬂﬂd him, fol-
lowed by the charge of the light brigade as
everyona else who was rigged and ready
jumped in.

Those still on the ground were lelt to
gaze Iongin%w at the beautiful sight of a
dozen para? ider canopies, lightly sprinkled
with hang gliders, lazily spiralling straight up
from the hill like technicolour seagulls. The
cycle was a good one, taking several pilots
lo considerable height. Mark Begg, top of
the pile, and the other TV PG pilots Ben and
Tim McDonnald, less familiar with the local
conditions, made modest distances in the
light wind. The local pilots, however, used
the thermal to slip into the developing sea
breeze convergence and made impressive
flights. Michel made 40km and team mates
Mike Allen (35km) and Mike Milwood (25km)
helped him chalk up the points. About 10
HGs, mainly SHGC got away as well making
our first day's lead purely academic. The pi-
lots left on the hill never got a second
chance as the sea breeze arnived about 40
minutes later putting a stop to further flying.

In the end we were well beaten, largely
due to local knowledge and a very Stmng
PG team from the Southern club, but a goo
time was had by all. Many thanks to every-
one who tock the time and petrol to turn up.
The event has been dubbed 'The Conver-
gence Cup' and we will get another go next
year. Next time, of course, we will win.
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5.H.G.C. LEAGUES AT 1/10/91,

MARTINI LEAGUE {anytime, anyplace, anywhere)

N flights{max, of 5) total miles

A.Luccesi. 45,24,22,13,10 114

0. Matthews. 28,25,37 a0
J.Carr. 20+5,14-7,14-5,10,28 a87-7
P.Rankin. 13,6 19
M.5now. 16-2 16-2
C.Jobey. 15.2 15-2
D.Perrin. 12 12
D.Freedman. 11-5 115

SUSSEX LEAGUE (flights from Sussex sites)

J.Carr. 2005,14-7,14-5,10,28 877
A.Luccesi. 10,10,5,6 31

M.E8now. 16:2 16-2
D.Freedman. I1-5 11+5

PARAGLYIDING LEAGUE

S.5wantan. 128 128

S.H.G.C. AWARDS 1991

Hominations are invited for the arbitrary awards for 1991,
The categories are:
For hangliding:
Best newcomer, best novice X/C, most improved pilot,
Ren Steadman Cup for best P2/XCPC performance, cutstanding achievement,
longest Sussex flight,

Far paragliding:,
Best newcomer, best povice X/C, mosc improved
pilot, longest Sussex X/C.

For either or both hang/paragliding:
Andy Napolitan Trophy for good airmanship combined
with promotion, helpfulness and a williogness to spend time and effort to
encourage the sport as a whole.

Give nominations to a committee member or send them to Windsock editor
as soon as possible, please.

SCHOOL AND CLUB

;*‘rﬂ#ﬁjhf“Mu :

Dave Whymark Chief Flying Instructor ~
Free F1ight Hang G11ding School situated off Junction 30/31 on the M25 now
offers towing, the alternative to flying the hills, whether you want to learn
to fly; having trouble CEH'H]:I]IEHHQ your C.P.C. tasks; want a tow conversion or
an experienced pilot wanting to go cross country or just wanting a pleasant

evening in the air. Telephone 0277 372650 for information.
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WINTER FLYING,

It's only about 11 weeks until xmas and, as a relative newcomer to the
sport of hang/paragliding, no doubt you think of the coming season as dissapo-
intingly non-flyable; in fact nothing could be further from the truth.

Remember your initial training days in the school envircment and the
frustrations when your instructor would have to cancel a days training due te
thermic activity, sea breezes and changes in wind direction/strength. During
the manths of October to April you do not have these problems, although
other ones do arise and this article is aimed at getting you to make the most
of your winter Elying.

In mid=October you will often hear the weather men talking about the
'equinox': this simply means the change of the seasons. Mother pature needs
to give all the trees a rest, a chance to recharge their batteries for the
coming spring, and so provides about two weeks of gales to blow all the
leaves off the trees. This particular phenomenon is easy to recognise: huge
lows, massive drops in pressure, isobars close together and, of course, storms
with rain. It's a good time to forget about fiying for a couple of weeks.

Once this has passed, however, it's a good time to get out the thermal
underwear, flying suits, gloves and balaclavas and head for the slopes. It's a
waste of time going to the slopes early, generally speaking, as it's nearly
always fogged in and the ground is very damp. Don't take a break for lunch,
like in the summer; take a flask of Bovril instead. With katabatic winds,
regularly around 2:30 p.m., be prepared for an early finish. With a wind of
up to 15 m.p.h. bang on the slope and good visability, winter scaring can be
fantastically smooth and sites are generally uncrowded.

Here are a few simple pointers:

Dress as warmly as possible with plenty of loose, warm, breathable
fabric.

Take warm drinks and sarnies.

Wear sensible footwear which is suitable for cold weather, not

trainers.

Gloves and balaclaves are a must,

{hece your canopy is damp or sodden by contact with the wet grass,
pack it away, go home and dry it out by laying it flat. Don't hang it up as
the panels will stretch.

Don't fly a wet/damp canopy; you'll get hurt.

If flying on an icy day or with snow on the ground, take great care
of your lines, which can become brittle in these conditions.

Get a back protector; hamdling on iecy ground can result in 50% of
landings turning into a slide on your back(personally I'm getting a Sky
Systems SAS harness to cope with this.)

If severe icing is forcast remember that you will not be able to get
up the road to Steyning or Firle in a vechicle as the roads there are always
in shadow and so the ice does not melt!!

Don't expect fantastic height gains during the winter, it's just ridge
soaring, but take advantage of any smooth conditions arcund to clock up
airtime in preparation for the spring. Practise those PLF's; the ground in
winter is like concrete.

Another bonus is that the crops are out which may make all of the
fields open for bottom landing at Firle and the Dyke. Enjoy your winter
flying, I always do, and I lock forwards to a light NW on Xmas day!

Stay warm, fly =safe,

EDDIE BILOUS.
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RAVRON

VARIO CENTRE

AIRWAVE Acent For Lonpon APCO 16' PULLED DOWN APEX

AND THE SOUTH-EAST PARACHUTES IN STOCK SUITABLE FOR
NEWAND SECONDHAND GLIDERS AND  HANGLIDING AND PARAGLIDING . Apco
PARAGLIDERS IN STOCK PHONE FOR A  parachutes have passed the tough Guteseigel
TEST FLIGHT. Spares and repairs . and American safety tests. £305

ICOM and DELCOM Airband radios & accessories in stock. Radios from £210
ANABATIX FLYING SUITS The best quality flying suits available £205

DAVRON VARIOS we manufacture nine different varios and altimeters for Han-
gliding Paragliding and Ballooning From £99 to £405 Second hand varios from £50

&
W HARNESS Front loading ultra streamlined and comfortable. Easy

landing position, variable C of G, very well made, large range of colours £370. We have
sore secondhand and ex-demonstration harnesses in different sizes phone for details.

FULL RANGE of accessories, SILVA compass £50 MAPHOLDERS £12 etc.

Made from glass-reinforced nylon for extra sirength,

THE NEW UNIVERSAI comes complete with safety loop. Can also be used for

AP

ONLY £9.99

DAVRON 1 CHURCH ROAD, KESTON, KENT. BR2 6HT.
TEL: 0689 856723 FAX: 0689 851823,
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Sussex College of Hang Gliding and Paragliding
10 Crescent Road

Brighton, East Sussex BN2 JRP
Tel: 0273 609925/ 671214

Wvany
W R

/)

< B
g- 5

Tim Cox BA
BHGA Senior Instructor
BAPC Chief Club Instructor

The Avian Amour has finally arrived! If you want a
testt [1y get in touch. Priced at £1930 for a
ilmited introductory period only.

We will take Clubmans and Calypsos in part exchange.

Herbert's varios have been well received - ask
Richard Bonwick or Tony Callow.

We sell harnesses,helmets,uprights,paragliders etc.

all at the best rates available.

Clive Betts can repair anyvthing that can be sewn.
Pop in to the workshop at 16 Scarborough Rd.(near
Preston Manor).

PLF's IN PRACTICE.

I decided to wrice this article after an incident I witnessed at
Steyning Bowl on Sat 21 Sept., in the hope that the actual facts which it
contains may save someone from serious injury. Incidently, for those of you
who do not know what a PLF is, it stands for parachute landing fall; in other
words if you fall out of the sky, close to the ground and rather rapidly, due
to a canopy collapse, you can in fact roll over, distributing the impact, and
walk away!

On this particular day it was about 12 m.p.h. SE and smack on for the
PBowl. 4s the day went on it got a bit too windy for my students, who were
restricted te short tow hops. Upstairs there were three pilots enjoying some
nice afternoon soaring, one of whom was a guy called Cliff Ifland who has
been f{lying about 2 years, on a continucus basis, has many hours logged, and
has [lown many sites and different paragliders,

Eventually our mate Cliff decided to set up for a bottom landing as it
had got a bit windy for a top landing and had started to creep arcund to the
SW. 4 nice co—ordinated landing approach was set up as per the text-book.
About 20 ft. a.g.l. the canopy had a total leading edge collapse with the
tips also folding in. Too close to the ground to recpen, Cliff instantly
went into a PLF position, hit the ground very hard, and rolled over in a
perfect PLF, I have never seen a guy pack up his canopy so quickly, run to
the car park and shoot off home)

This guy deserves all the credit I can give him: he delt with an
emergency situation calmly, swiftly and automaticaly and so walked away
without a scratch. Without a PLF he would have been at least seriously
injured. To say that it scared the shit out of me would be an understatement.

{cont.)
page 10,

PLF's, when practised on a continuous basis until they become automatic,
will one day save you sericus injury —this certainly worked for CLliff. I
wonder how many experienced pilots with over a years experience regularly
practice PLF's? I'm glad I do, five minutes a day relling en the ground,
jumping off anything that's 3 ft. or =so high will eventually pay off!.
I guarantee it! i

EDDIE BILOUS,

SOUTHERN GLIDING SERVICES.

For all your hangtparagliding needs.

*GLIDERS*
We are dealers for Airwave, Apco, Solar Wings,
Avian and La Mouette.

*PARAGLIDERS*
We stock Harley, Advance and Paratech gliders

and are agents for many more. Test fly the amazing

new P3 from Protech; a revelation in high performance,

yet safe, paragliding. We have demo K2, Calypso,

Santana SRC, Rumour and M4 hang gliders and the new

Paratech range of paragliders.

*EQUIPMENT*
We have a massive range of varios, helmets,

harnesses, suits, reserves etc. Also some used

equipment. Phone for details.

ATTENTION PARAGLIDER PILOTS!!
Morrocan holidays (as seen in Skywings!)

We are offering 1 wk. + 2 wk. holidays in January

1992 from beginners to advanced thermal and X/C

pilots.

Phone for details:
0903 745277
0831 276309
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7 Falaouth Road.
TRURC.

Cornwall.

TR1 ZBEL.

Telephone B872.73839.

To: The British Hang Gliding Association.
Cranfield Airfield.
CRANFIELD,
Eedford. MK43 OYR.

The President, Yice Presidents, Council, Officers and Meabers.

78th September 1991.

Angus Pinkerton appears to be the spokessan for the B.H.G.A.Council in the satter of amalgasation with the
B.A.P.C. 1 address this letter to the council in general and also to the seabers of the B.H.6.A. through the
club secretaries. I hope that if the points raised are considered to have any validity or reflect the thoughts
of other nesbers then the club secretaries will make thea known to their seabers through club meetings and news

letters.
1 declare grave doubts about the effects of and the need for the amalgamation.

At present hang gliding is a minority sport with a fairly low profile nat withstanding the pre-eminence of our
pilots in international competition. In this condition we enjoy some quite special advantages.

For our launch sites we depend on the forbearance and goodwill of landosners. In many of our clubs we fly in
ssall groups with no comaercial involvemsent causing ainimal interference or nuisance.In the aain these
landowners are co-pperative, even helpful and encouraging. For the majority of sites we pay ninisal or no fees
tor the privilege of flying.

Quite a few of our pilots land miles away fros their launch point, mainly on privately owned land. What a cheek
ta drop down in a field or on the estate of some landowner. And yet we usually receive a welcose, refresheent
and hospitality, an interest in our sport and its operation and often co-operation and assistance in returning
to our base or launch point.

Can we reasonably expect this happy state of affairs to continue if we expand our sport so that outlanding hang
gliders becoae a cosmonplace nuisance and crowded launch points so obtrusive that we despoil instead of enhance
the peace of the countryside aver which we fly.

No, seall is beautiful and we will do well to forqo the glories of belonging to or being officers of a large
high profile group. This does not mean that we should deny others the pleasureof our flying. The difficulties
of learning the skills and practicing the disciplines of hang gliding will continue to keep us a minority
sport. But we should welcose and assist all who wish to participate and if in spite of the built in tendency to
be small, the sport should grow to a point where the above stated advantages are in jeopardy then we have to
cope with that situation but no way should we deliberately seek such a position.

Our paragliding friends may be falling into this situation already and they have my syapathy but I do not see
that we assist thes or ourselves by joining in with their difficulties. They could arrange to use the saee
sites we use but let thes do so as paragliding mesbers of their omn association and answerable for the effect
of their activities. {E{;yu:)
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This brings us on to need for amalgamation. The need to expand our mesbership to make the Association
financially viable is probahly the first need. Instead of expansion we have the options of (1] Cutting our
costs and [2] Paying sore. Both options should be explored with the meabers. 5o far I cannot see that this has
been done. We have not been asked if we would pay aore or told how auch more would be needed. We have not been
asked if we would accept cuts in association benefits or services. Faced with the need to cut costs do we need
our glossy colour printed Skywings? Would members accept a more sodest newsletter with perhaps the option to
buy a hang gliding sagazine on the bookstalls? Dur association does not exist to provide a market for a
pagazine. The magazine exists to inform and educate our members.

The difficulty of learning hang gliding is probably one reason why even a modest increase in sesbership cannot
be achieved. Hang gliding schools do not seem to be very profitable and the difficulties of unsuitable weather
and low staff and equipment utilisation insursountable. Sao let the idea of properly controlled and supervised

training in clubs or groups of clubs be further explored. It is my observation that aspiring pilots attached

to clubs keep in touch and maintain their interest through the most discouraging delays occasion by unsuitable

weather, The drop out rate would be greatly reduced by training arranged in clubs,

Administration is the next difficulty our association faces and the need for aesabers to take on the arducus

tacks of ccuncil seabers. 1 have to ask syself, would I do it? I really don't know what would be invelved. I

think it would be mare thas 1 could cope with in expense, experience and ability. Tise is not so much a probles

for me but most aembers would need to know how such time would be coseitted. But no one has told me and
presurably other aembers, Before we take the inviting option of amalgamation let our present hard pressed
council members tell us of their experience and the cost to thea of their work in tise and money and work so
that mesbers can take an inforsed view of their own potential as prospective council meabers.

fre there other reasons for the proposed union? There are the argueents about more powerful representation in
negotiations with official bodies but that can be achieved by co-operation and the same applies to other coamon
interests we have with other aviation sports bodies. We could even share office facilities with friendly
ascoriations with mutval benefit but that does not require amalgamation.

Little, even nothing, has been said about any adverse effects of asalgamation. My main concern is that I will
be a member of an association in which the increasing sajority will be paragliding pilots and when any conflict
between the two classes becoses the subject of & vote or even a discussion the majority view will quite
properly prevail. I need an association to prosote and look after the interests of hang glider pilots and that
is the B.H.6.A. It is unreal to argue that there will be no conflicts or that the council will protect the
interests of both classes. The real world does not work like that.

Behind the writings froe fingus in the Septeaber and October Skywings [ suspect other mctives for the union we
are urged to support and I wish I rould tathos what they could be. [ hope that this letter say elicit a
response which will resove ay suspicions. I wish [ could be convinced that the union is desirable. But [ fear
that the most that can be expected is that [ may be convinced it is inevitable not hecause of the will of our
sesbers but because of the circusstances in which B.H.G.A. cperates.

I sust confess to further dark suspicions arising out of writings in the October Skywings. The issue has been
rushed out in admitted sub standard fora. I received mine on 24th Septeaber, the earliest I can ever recall.
The editor 's reasons are not at all convincing. What can have been oaitted and explained by this need for
“catching up with a production schedule®. Then the money crisis reported by the editor of Skywings' Nhere is
the treasurer? There say be a reason for this with which we should have syspathy and understanding or it may be
that it has just been badly handled in the course of the indecent haste but it doesn’t ring true as it stands.

. Looking further at the aoney crisis I consider it deplorable that B.H.B.A. statt should "help out by taking a

pay cut®. Nothing scre in this rushed out edition by way of explanation! Sosething must be up and it is tige
Council explained matters to the association mesbers. We are mesbers, not custosers and it is tise these
aesbers should be sade aware of any probless facing their association.

Very sincerely concerned. ;?q;;zﬁégdbt_

i




Solar Wings

Main Agent

Hang gliders &
o Paragliders

We offer a complete service.

Training & Coaching -
Courses for all levels at our associate school or
through the Coaching scheme.

Aircraft -

We offer a wide range of paragliders & hang gliders

to suit all grades of pilot.

Chonse from Flight Design, Falhawk, Trekking, Alien
Airwave paragliders.

Rumour, Kiss, Calypso, Clubman, Amour hang gliders.

Rental
Undecided on which glider to buy? limited funds?

Then rent! Paragliders & hang gliders from £35 per day.
Rates refundable if you choose to purchase.

Flying Equipment -
We stock a comprehensive range of accessories such as

boots, he]mf_ats, Anabatix and Ozee suits, books, Parasail &
Metamorfosi reserves, harnesses, instruments....

Used Equipment -Call for details.

65 Hyde Vale, Greenwich,
London, SE10 8QQ

Telephone: 081-692 8554
Mobile: 0831 171107

MUCKRAKER .

Fecent members of the 'gardening club' include: MARTIN"CAN FLY;CAN'T
LAND"™ BRADY who broke two uprights during the Airwave Challenge final; TONY
"COING UP LIKE A ROCKET, OMLY IN THE OPPCSITE DIRECTION"LUCCESI who maintained
a canopy deflation from 30 feet down to the ground at the Dyke; JOHRNY"RIGHT. .
THE CHAINSAW'S COMING OUT TOMORROW!"CARR who tried to demelish the trees at
the bottom of the Dyke,but only demolished two uprights,

STEVE"IT JUST FELL APART IN MY HANDS"UZOCHUKWYU got his guitar out at
the barbecue and within minutes a string broke.

CRAIG"BAG LADY'"DOLWYN tried to impress Louise Anderton at the Airwave
Ceilidh by dancing with her and constantly fiddling with his crotch.(Louise
tells Muckraker that it could have been worse as at least he kept his hands

to himself!)

STEVE"YET AGAIN"UZOCHUKWU appeared from the toilets in the Dyke pub
and when questioned as to where he had been for the last 15 mins. replied:
"I've been giving Colin Jobeya hard time."

BRIAN"DOWN UNDER"WEBB recently came all the way back from Australia
toe 2o up to Devil's Dyke and buy a plastic boomerang.

TOWING HANG GLIDEES,

Hang glider pilots appear to be showing an increassed interest in towing
as another way of getting into the air when the hills are not flyable, If you
are one of those thinking of having a go then there are one or two things you

should know.

Towing is controlled by the B.H.G.A. and everyone involved must be a
current member,

The minizum level of pilot experience required before a hang glider
can undertake a towing endorsement is:

75 logged take off/landings;
5 hours logged soaring time.

If you do not meet these standards then you can only be trained and
towed by a properly rated tew instructor at a registered tow school.

Tow groups can be either commercial and registered with the B.H.G.A.
or, if there is no commercial interest,then the group must be approved by the
B.H.G.A, The majority of tow groups are run by clubs and are non-commercial,
50 they cannot charge for tow endorsements (that's if they have a full tow
coach,) Tow costs are low because the money goes to the club and maintenance
of the equipment. The tow coach cannot charge for his services. "So," you
might =ay,"what has this got to do with me?" Well, in simple terms, get the
club to give ¥ou your tow endorsement for free or, if you pay for your
endorsement , make sure that the tow group is registered with the B.H.G.A, as
a commercial group, because if it isn't you have wasted your money. What's
more, no one will be covered by insurance and the activities would be contrary
to agreements between the CAA and the tow site operator. [ must confess that
it is in my personal interest for as many pilots as possible to get their
endorsement ,as I see it as the only alternative, as yet, to' hill flying and
I am keen to get up there as well (winch operators de not get up very often. )

So not only do we need more tow pilots, we need coaches and winch
aoperators as well — so get towing 414

DAVE WHYMARK.
C.F.I. FREE FLIGHT HANGLIDING.
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Prizent ! J.Care, W Brady, A Shaw, M, Ward, D, Williamson, .-Pickering,
M Carnet, TCox

Apalopes © M Woodhams, A Turner, B, Bilous

1. Lrrrod iy
Diue to personal commitments, Eddie Bilous is nashle wo attend funrs
committes meetings thaugh he is still willing to help out on the il A
replacemert is, therefore, required,

1 was agreed that there should be separate Club Coaches for hang gliding
and paragliding.

A Carr will approach D Nespax , wha it o BHGA-regisered Clash Coach,
The parttions will be adveriised b Windsock

A Shaw offered 10 stand in as peregliding coach unsil the position unsil it
b been filled,

W Ward will provide A Show with d list of SHGC members. AShaw will
idertlfy thase with BAPC insnacior rotings.

2. Minutes From Previows Meding
The fallowing amendments were agreed =
Seglion
413 The Mr referred 1o in this section i Mr Harrls,

417 Action should state “This will be repested but indicating whether
pon-members are BAPC or BHGA 1o aid wemification®.

VAT, Within the current order, each addisinaal 100 coples will cost £120,
It weas agreed that 700 copies should be ordered.,

N.Gibson wil perform a fTnal vet before the copies ane produced.

Unless the landowner/tenant in question objecs, their names and

telephone numbers will be pubifished in the Guide. A.Tumer fo check with
Landowners,

Dioug Maynard Letter

Doug has evidently joimed the BUGA Newertheles J.Cor widl send him
the Lester already writien, expisining the benefiie of folring che Club.

IElieit Treining At Boschy Head
M W ard has sent 3 mesbershin renewal form o Dave Vickers.

Frpendinire was suthoried for A Show to abigin replacement flags for the
Larding g o Beacky Head

Mon-Hencwals

J.Carr s weitten 3 Cheirman's messhpe 10 members, It will appear in
Winchook

St Coke, one of the most frequent wsars of Southern Club sites, has
repeatedly promised 1o pay his membership fee. In spite of & number of
requests by commitice members, payesent has still not been forthooming.
It was poinited cut that, it had been promised that the fes would be paid
oa £ntry 1o & competitien in which Steve represented the Club, T order (o
p'muquawmmmmmﬂmmm»aM¢
rule that, for the purpoges of Club eovmpetiiions, off XC fliphts made while
not & mermberwill be disaliowed,

St John's Ambulance

I will obiain a chequs from P Day i be forwarded to Dave Ferin wha
wall pasy it on Lo the orpanksarion.

Mutrers Arelng

31 Airspace Officer

Tim Cow had offered 10 ke the position as Alrspace Officer.

Froposed by D.Williamsan, seconded! by K.Pickering. Carried
ynanimaushy,

32  Horse Riding Along The Downs

A copy of D Kespax's lener 1o Windsock hos been forwarded 1o
T.Williams far publication in Skywings!

M Woodhams kas written 16 the schoals.

JCarr will past & copy of the approprisse Windsock to D Keepar i be
forwarded io Mrz Dabs.

33 Visiting Flyers

M. Camet [= gaiemenis [n French and German for Vol Libre and
Drachenlioger smapazines and for display af dud sites.

34  SHGC Mcmbership of the BAPC

Dxferred untl N.(Gibron [s pressnd

35  Suseex Downs Congervaton Board

A meeting took place betwecn Alison Buller representing the Sports
Council, Glyn Jones representing the Maticnal Trust and 1.Cam and A
Turmer representing the Club 1o discoss the purchase of land at the Dryke.

The Club nesds to extablishwhat it can afford, possibly with the help of
the BHGA but excluding any amistance from the Sports Council. A Temer
o [irize with the (Tuh Treasurer) Al Bedler,

36 Sites Guide

313

314

4.1

&2

M. Woodhams had obtzined o guote of £803 for 500 copbes. There is no

Towing

M _Brady to orpanice hang gliding tow endorsements i conjunciion wits Sky
Syatemys, Detadls i be placed in Windsock .

Reshaping OF The Mewhaven Launch

1.Car went to Mewhaven with Deve Keepar 10 examine the area,
[Poul Milmore har asked for full defalls, Le, rferences and maps.
Dave Keepax bs providing annolated photograph -

There is a significant amount of work 1o be done, M, Carnet said that

Edburion Conirnclors may be abl= to perform the work at 3 price
afferdable 1o the Club.

High & Over
A Shaw said the site I8 delinitely being 30ld to the Motional Trusr

A Shaw will seek permizvion from the exiing owner o grim the busher.

Socials

F Carr will cortact Rues Crowley fo idenify a meilehls vernie in the Cropdon
arma

Sites
Firle

W Woodhams had reporied that the combination kock on the car park
does not work. In fact, the lock does werk but the clasp resds (o be
pushed in to open il A note will be placed in Windrodk,

Sizyming Bowl

Tt was sugpested that the Club get invelved financially with Eddie Bilous
at Steyning Bowl, J.Car will ask M. Woodhams o coniea Eddic 1 see how

Fee fecls. ot
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MILTTIPLE KARABTNAS?T

Sitting in the pub at the Dyke, unable to fly because of the weather
{that seems to be every weekend),l was talking to some other pilots when 1
gaid that I had decided to fly with only one Karabina. This seemed to provoke
a large ammount of comment, I pointed out that I will still be using a back up
hang loop but my reason for not wanting to fly with two karabinas is that 1
broke both uprights on landing a couple of months ago and, with the glider on
top of me, found it very diffieult to get both karabinas undone. I can think
of lots of situations when there could be a problem, For example: if you
broke an arm or landed in a streng windywith no one around to take the nose,
trying to undo two karabinas while holding the front wires can be difficult.

"Karabinas can break,” I was told; but do they? My argument was that
the chances of a karabina breaking are virtually nil., I can hear most of you
saying what I heard that day, so I decided to try and find cut what the
chances of a karabina breaking are.

The B.H.C.A. Technical Officer was very helpful and pointed me in the
right direction. He gets all the accident reports and couldn't give me one
reported incident of a karabina failure i all the years that he'd been doing
the job,(He always flies with a back up himself.} In phoning around I have
come up with the following information: A karabina for hangliding should be
of the locking type, either screw lock or twist lock, and made to either
Din 7994 or UIAA specification, I was surprised that, according to the
manufacturers, there isn't any strength difference between aluminium and steel,
and che aluminium ones will not fail at less than the design strain unless
there is visable external signs of damsge, They have a design breaking strain
of 2200kg. or 2500kg.; if you pull encugh g to result in this strain your
body wouldn't be able to take it! The only cause for concern seems to be
vibration and rubbing. Although neither the B.H.G.A. nor the manufacturers
could give me any instance of a karabina failing on a hanglider, they have
broken in climbing accidents. This has been because if one comes undone the
strength is greatly reduced. Screw lock type have been known to come unscrewed
oceasicnally chrough vibration and both types could come undone by rubbing
against another loop, such as a back vwp loop, 1f it is likely to becone tight
in flight. What seems to have become apparent is that all the people I spoke
te are more concerned with the likelihood of hang loops breaking. Troll
safety equipment have,apparently, done tests on several tapes on sale, for
Mark Dale, Technical Officer of the B.H.G.A., and found that many are not
gatisfactory, No specification for these is usually available and we assume
that becsuse they are on sale they must be O.K. Always use a back up loop
and ask if they have been tested when you buy them, It's no good using two
hang loops from your hang point to your karabina if yuu then only have one
from there to your harness. It also seens to be a good idea to carry a webbing
eubter in a vizable and accessible place so that you could cut yourself free
if you're being dragged along by a deployed 'chute. Also, if you are hurt, &
layman could cut you free,

As far as the karabinas are concerned, I would like to hear from

an who has had any probl ith P
yonmne Who hag ¥y ems with one TONY CA '

Rovest

Deltavliegprodukties (a dutch Paragliding school) are planning
on exELaring Morocco this Winter using their own winch. Any
experienced (club) pilots who are interested in making the most

c/o Steven Mader, Postbus 61316, 1005 HH Amsterdam, Holland.
Tel: 010 31 20 6B47457

P.5 - See Dave Kinlan's Morocco article in July '91 Skywings.

of mountain & flatland flying please write to, or telephone Deltavliegprodukties

Z
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Small ads. free to members, otherwise [2-00; Ads, placed for 3 months,

| JOHNNY ROTOR LTS
THIS MONTH. &

JET 692X
oMo

MAGIC IV 155FR

Mid blue L/E, flucro pink U/S and keel
pocket, Pitchy and bar mits. Excellent cond.
Recent strip down and service., High
performance with beautiful handling.

E850 for quick sale.
Fhone Mark on:
D273 BI49B4

EXOLE f
Eﬂir%bgi+ﬂﬂf

ACE 160, V/B, aercofoils ete, Excellent
codition, E490,

Phone David Slater on:
081 660 099l

FOR SALE. LARCE FDEL CORVETTE ine.
Sky Systems harness (2 hours
girtime), Only £750 o.n.o.

Phone Tony 04024 54913

MAGIC IV 177.
White with yellow mlylar L/E, 4-4 oz,
sail, V/B, low airtime, 5 hrs. since
last airwave check, Clean and well
looked after. E750.
call Paul on:
Q4448 450741

MAGIC IV 155 FR. Cood condition.
White/pink. £750 o.n.o.
Fhone Richard on:
{BO2 B55754 anytime.

LOST AT FIRLE 24/8/91, BLUE
GORE-TEX OZEE SUIT, Left briefly

at the top of the east bowl and

then disappeared. Did anyone pick it

NO SWEAT- Gig Guide
Venue: Rodneys Head, Herne Bay,
Time: 9:00 p.m., onwards

Dates: 20th Sept,, Bth Nov., 29th Nov.

up aleng with their gear?
Fhone Dave on:
0Z73 604752

FOR SALE — K2
Blue L/E, Pink/blue U/S, v.g.c.
11 months old, 35 hrs. airtime.
£1900.
call Dave on:
0273 B57700

"CITROEN"FULL RACE ATEWAVE,
Stripdown, superb handling. £800.
Phone Daphne on:

04865 2366

MEDIUM BLACK MAGIC paraglider.

VISION 5
Dec, 1990. Spare uprights, pnumatic
wheels, garaged, loved and never
damaged. £900 o.n.o.
Phone Andy Keyte on:
OB1l 464 3355.

Pink & yellow, with harness.
Low airtime(15 hours), Class 1
ACFPULS & Gutesiegel. £730 o.n.o.
Alsc:  WANTED. ACE SPORT in decent
condition for about £750,

Ring Steve D622 36219.

LARGE TYPHOON 94, Good condition,
Rainbow U/S, =speed bar, V/B8,
Possible dual glider. E450

Phone Simon Phipps 0932 341912

WANTED: PITH BALL VARIO

o you have a functioning
pith ball wvario that you
would part with for a modest
amaunt of cash?

If s0, please phone

Dennis Childs:

Evenings 071-639 8286,
Weekends 0303-812262

page 22.

SMALL RUMOUR. Aug.'90,
clean condition, low
airtime, 3 spare uprights,

E1650 o.v.n.0,
Phone Colin on:
0273 430167

CALYPSO. Less than 1 hour sirtime.
Superb {as new) condition. Blue U/5
with bright yellow L/E, garaged
throught: Speedbar, spare upright,
large practice wheels. £895 c.n.o.
Also Pod Lite Thinsulate, Black with
coloured panels, suit 5'8" to 6'1",
Flown once.fl%5 o.n.o.

Phone John Skinner on:

0273 542093

MYLAR RUMOUR
£1095,
Fhone Johnny Carr ong
Qhds B4217

AIRWAVE BLACE MAGIC
paraglider (small).
Yellow/Pink, including
harness. lsed twice.

E£1050 o.v.n,.0.

Also,
1C0M IC-A2 and
T1COM IC-A20 airband
radios. Both only one
year old, Bargain at E630
for the two.
Phone Richard on:
071 241 1508

BLACK MAGIC(LARGE)
with Paradise harness. Excellent
condition, B hours flying time.
Only £750.
Phone Feter on:
(0252) 625631 after Gp.m,

ATRWAVE X3,
Good condition. Suit 13 st,+ pilot,
£1995,
Phone Johnny Carr on:
D444 B&Z1T

VISION ECLIPSE (go
faster ¥ision, no keel
pocket). Ideal first
glider. 40 hrs. use.
Stored indoors, pnumatic
wheels,never pranged..
plus,

Airtime Fod harness.
Red, suir 5 ft. 7 din.—
ﬁ fL. 2 iﬂ'i. G‘Gﬂd.
comfortable, hacdwearing
harness, £1000 o.n.0, the
lot
FPhone Steve oni
0444 416832

DEFINITION OF "WELL UNHAPPY"!
I've got a LARGE BLACK MAGIC in
yellow/black that I can't fly due to
a CYCLING injury!
Max. 1 hour airtime from new( pukka
condition). Worth £1050 ish?
Then give me a bell:
Simon 0B1 650 3657

b

LARGE BLACK MAGIC FOR SALE.
Including harness, immaculate
conidition, & months old,

Uinly £1000.
Phone Paul on:
0798 573338

CALYPS0. Immaculate condition, as new
only 20 hrs. airtime, pink/grey.Ideal
CPC glider. E1000. C of A. T
And,

MAGIC IV FR 166, Nice glider,
flies lovely, high performance with
iueet handling. E650. CofA. T

nd ,

RUMWE 13-5. Chodice of two, both
pink, both fly superbly. One in as
new cond. 1 year old. E1650. Onme two
years old but still very good E1275

C of A, T
And ,

APCO SANTANA SRC, Beauty, pink/
blue, new metalised sail, very high
performance but sweet handling (ask
Stove Cook why he's selling his
Rumour to buy onel) New £1950,
ex~demo as new E1B50, C of A. T.

Phone Tony on: 0903 745277
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