MORE & MORE PILOTS ARE SEEING THE L

POD LITE. Already the choice of hun-
dreds of pilols, competition and
novice alike. Available in o range of
lively colours and the option of Thinsu-
late lining. Made to order, TO SUIT
YO mirminit ity FrOmME24B;

1k

ACE SPORT.The ullimate blend of
perfarmance, handling, quality and
value. The Ace Sporfcomes with, V.B,,
speed bar, reinforced mylar frailing
edge, floure colours, aerofoil tube
and g spare upright ....... just £1545.

AIRTIME SHOP. The sama altantion
to detail and quality so avicant In the
Pod Lite, also applies 1o all the sare
vices that Airtime have fo offer,

* Take advaniage of our sama day
mail/phone order soivice (Accass,
Visa) whenyou need a PARACHUTE,
VARIO, ALTI, OZEE, X/C BAG, MAP
HOLDER, PITCHY, BAR MITTS, XC
CRAZY “T* SHIRT, HELMET and
much much mora (sea elassifiad for
details). Or if you are pasting, drap
in for a coffes, and a chat aboul your

Alrtime, Portslade Station,

3 hang gliding needs. . , ABOVE CAR ¢ v :
E‘;i Portland Road:Flove, Sussex g gicing TOON BY BEN ASHMAN... is this what the ather clubs
© BN355G. think of us?77!!!
TelephoneBrighton027342486'|. AN THIS ISSUE: Airlaw update,..., Safety matters.... Diary..
more on the teplanding saga...., weather tips..,

13™MAY, Devies Dywe. BE THERE 111,

= V 1 D!ER“-S INSIDE" 7 sites... chairmans comment... training...comps,,
and two pages of Muckraker!!'!''....
'"AG 3
’ * . .




S.H.G.C. COMMITTEE 1908/1989

N, 8UB5EX.
JOHN;? CARR.. TILLERSHAW NORTHCOMMON ROAD,WIVELSFIELD GREEN,

PHONE. (0444 84) 217

ggg;;ugiy 112 COTSWOLD WKY,TILESHURST,READING; BERKS

THONE, (0734) 421481

SEQBE%&%éﬁpBL 180 HANGLETON VALLEY DRIVE,HOVE,SUSSEX. BN3 8FE
ORIOLE -

PHONE, (0273) 419645

R;K & 7 Wi : T,W.SUSSEX.
HI -JDHNS 1 BLACKTHORNES , WILLO" AY ,HUORSTPILRPOINT, S5
. W H T R W

PHONE, H-(0273) 834984 __W-(G273} 461661

Sﬁgﬁg giiéﬁ:i 21 GaH CRMPEELL_ROAD,BRIGHTON,SUSBEX.BNL 40D.
C aa

PHONE, (0273) 682499

.. - B
MARK FISHER 66 WESTERN ROAD,HURSTP[ERPOINT,W SUSSEX. BNE iy

PHONE, (0273) 832478
CHRIS BARTRAM.. SEE ABOVE

LR St H.G.SCHOOL,
= BILOUS.FREEFLIGHT H.G.
e PHOME, (0273) 411239

G,F,FLAT,274 NEWCHURCH ROAD , HOVE ,SUSSE?}
rs

SAFETY OEPICER
ESDNEY LEES.. 22 HEMPSTEAD ROAD SALT

PHGNE, (0273) 300328

DEAN , BRIGHTON su;snx.nnz ngn

&lﬁgﬁﬁg%E%%§§%%& 9 OLDLANDS AVE,KDYMER HASSOCKS W, SUSHEX,WNG 803
KEEVI o b

PHOME, (07918) 6319

EARRGLIDING REPRESENTATIVE

EMS K
L, CARNET.... SKYSYSTEMS,
N PHONE, (0273) 423650

c.A. OFFICE. CRANFIELD AIRFIELD, CRANFIELD. BEDS (MEAL Q¥R ‘
Bl e, (0234) 751688 .

i
ZOWING CRULELGH SANDS,FARM COTTAGE , EDBURTON  INETREN Wi HUNSEX.
WICK PERRIN.. EIGH ‘

J
PHONE, (079 156) 235

NOLL BUS CONTRE,OLD SHOMBIAM IO NOVE.BN3 7C

A couple of weeks ago,
Windsock;

membership list we were going to publish this month has had to be

I had hardly enough stuff for a medium sized
now I've been so overloaded with stuff that the full

put off until next issue. Mot that I'm complaining, it's better
te get too much tham too little!! Keep it up chaps...

Well the weather should be warming up a bit by now...
yet as I write, but maybe by the time you read this. As usual, T
should warn you new pilots to be extremely careful on lively
thermal days, Don't fly too slowly especially near the hillside,
and expect the unexpected!!!’ This spring at the Dyke will be
potentially even more dangerous than ever when the presence of
paragliders is added to the usual overcrowding and pilet rustimness.

no XC days

Ve _now _have .18 members who fly paragliders only, and approximately
the“Same number of hang glider pilots whao fly canopies also. . .

Perhaps we should be thinking about renegotiating Sullington Hill
as a club site to ease the pressure on the Dyke?? T for one

would be only too happy te fly there if the Dyke was at saturation
point. This could be discussed at the AGM.. 2

The AGM will be held at the Dyke on 13
A number of Committee members will not be standing for re election

including myself. If anyone is interested in taking over as Editer,

perhaps they would give me a ring and I will let them know all
aboutr it,

May startihg around 7.30 pm

The AGM will alseo

provide a forum for debate on the current problems
at the Dyke.

In the meantime, fly safely,

See you on t' hill
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MEWS FLASH.

inj ha H25 maotorway
Threa people were injured in an accident on t
today.pFrgm next week the M25 will be closed because it is

dangerous.,

In Bexley an old lady was knocked down when crossing the road,
From next week it will become illegal to cross any road.

11 tOVER REACTION 7. f
Yes of course, but isn’t this what has happened over the where
to land at the Dyke incident.”

L:nding in the large field is totally safe and the intelligent
thing to do for pilots of all stages. The bowl field is an easy
top landing particularly in Hortherlies and does not have the
hazard of an overshoot into parapontes. :
The paddock is a safe landing for P2 and above if wind direction,
picknickers walkers punters etc, are considered first.

11 paddock is an impossible task for low airtine pilots
Z:g gm:qreg that this should be officially ocut of bounds to them.
I saw the incident that triggered this argument about the ban on
landing and it is definitely not the mystical properties of the
paddock to stuff the unwary. Rather the very normal PILOT ERROR.
I admire the way the pilot wrote in and gave all of the facts in
order to tell people what not to do. However, the most inportant
fact was left out. The windsock on this pilote ‘approach was
across the hill. The wind was from the HNorth which puts the

into rotor from the Dyke.

g;:d;::n thing about the paddock is that it punishes fiercely any
pilot error. The large field allows for nistakes and will let you

live. :
MNow, the total ban on landings was based on this incident.

but do
pilot errer is always going to be the cause of accidents
we need to ban landing areas to responsible pilots because of a

mistake 7.

e we do! if this proves the safe thing to do and there |is
2§§: to land on ap regular basis in the large fields.
Unfertunately this is not the case and there have been meveral
days where pilots park their gliders irresponsibly, taking up too
nuch room and reducing the large field into a narrow alley., With
paraponts making ready to launch at the front of the hill this
makes for a very dangarcus overshoot situation.

af &
Consider the early days of your flying caraar, how  mugh _
problem was it to top land in a huge field, without parked
liders and overshoot problems?

Ecd Lees (our venerable safety officer) has bean saen moving the
badly parked gliders into the biggest pile of Tfremh wowspat he
can find, and I don’t blame him. Think about the guyn anding
behind you, and park your glider to leave room Lo land,

HWonderful, now its safe., Or is it ?

on a good weekend at the Dyke when everyone Lturns up and
mothballs litter the rigging avea, the only top landing is in the
two big fields. The bowl fleld is either not considered, or
considered deneaning.

Everyone having read the dictates of the committee, now lands in
the same field, This gradually fills as pilots take off from the
front of the Dyke and migrate to the landing field.

The problem starts because of the number of pilots. Those that
have not flown for a while do not take to the air immediately,
and sensibly look at the conditiens, double check the glider and
wait until its not too crowded for their sometimes rusty skills
to cope.

Since they have waited, the landing field is now at ite most
congested and the wvery pecople who need the most space, now have
the least, CGetting the rust ocut is encugh to think about without
making the landing into a nightmare.

The probklems are overshoot and parking.

If a way of moving gliders from the landing ¢field to the front
of the pub can be found (who wants to shred their glider going
over a barbed wire fence) Then the problem is solved, and no need
to ever land in the small paddock.

Otherwise for every pilots safety the paddeck must be re-opened
to P2 and above,

This I consider like Dave Clayton to be a safe landing area.(If
there was no Jog Public) BUT. Joe Public is constantly there and
not aware he is about to get landad on.

In the other landing fields the public have a fence te climb  and
a notice to warn them to beware of gliders. If the Dyke is lost
to our club it will be because of an accident with Joe Public,
probably in the small paddock. He or she or that toddler will -not
be looking when somecne comes in to land and hits them.

Pilots who come in screaning and cursing at people will not gain
the sympathy of the public for our right to fly, One of them cne
day will be an ecfficial who might really do us zome damage,

The right descisions have been mada for the wrong reasons.
Richard Levers accident was the trigger for what is now a large
debate with an easy answer.

Why not install a S5 bar gate, to be used in the event of the
landing field becoming overcrowded to move gliders back in front
of the pub.

It would seem to me that this would solve all of the problems. As
well as upholding the new club rule banning landing in the small
paddock .

Dave Keepax

e




CHAIRMAN'S

COMMENT

Re: Top landing at the Dyke.

I have been reading letters and listening to comments regarding where
best to land on the Dyke. I must confess I was the person most
responsible for the recoamendation that pilots land in the paddock
and not by the road side. [ still believe it is safer to land in

the paddock in most cases, and it sets an example to lesser ]
experienced pilots who may not be aware of the wind changes rendering
that strip dangerous. I know most pilots can land there 99 times out
of 100 with no problems, but the temptation to slow the glider down

is very great when having overshot the lauding a few times. This is
when the glider is most vulnersble. I speak Erom experience, I wrote
an article for wind sock pointing ocut the dangers and recommending
that we land in the paddock. Some pilots have not heeded that warning
and as a result a good, steady, experienced club pilot died because

of these reasons. Another pilot hit the Dyke roof and anaother nearly
went through the Dyke window. So don't tell me it won't happen,
because it will. The more we land in this strip by the road the more
chance there is of injury or damage invelving the public and thereft_:ra
putting the site at risk. Obviously in an emergency, commci sense will
prevai%. Regarding Dave Clayton's cemments, I know he agrees with

the points 1 have mentioned and having spoken to him I think most pecple
misunderstood the main point of his article. The point Dave was trying i
to make was that all of us need more practice at landings. This may

have upset a few people but we could all do with mere landing practice,

so on that point I agree with him.

B.H.G. A, AGM.

—

I was very dis inted with the amount of voting cards sent to me,
despite L%;e ingggiive of free merbership raffle. I would like to
thank the ten members that did sent them in. I think considering

a Club with over 200 members, this was a pretty poor show. Flease
next year make more of an effort to support your Club and your sport.
It was a very pleasant A.G.M. with no real contentious issues. There
were a few minor constitutional word changes. The B.H.G.A. Wings

and B.A.P.C. Skywalker magazines are going to merge for a trial period.
The B.H.G.A. is going to look into ways of making a reciprecal
meubership of about £44 for joint members of B.H.G.A. and Bohl PGy

Membership

Due to pressure of work I have been away from our uEgrt for a fow
months. My Teturn will have been noticed by my walking around the

top of the Dyke checking memberships. There are a lot of pllots .
regularly Flying our sites who are ot members of our Club. Hanl

are happy to join but no-one has asked them for any menay o thay
don't bother. I want that to stop MOW. It is not falr on the majard ty
who pay without question ineluding Committea menboru who pay aid do
a lot of unpaid work on the Club's behalf. 1 have n propasnl for the
A.G.M. that might solve this problem,

(ﬁ [ 82 FOXON LANE
t CATERHAM
JPLRP
RYAQ aplon> « e
CRI 558

Flumbing and Central Heating Engincer Telephorte: Caterham (STD 0833) 46614

Mark Fisher
66 Western Rd Hurstpierpoint

W.Sussex 7 March 89

Dear Mark,

Following our recent conversation I have, as suggested by you written to
windsock to clarify the row that seems to be brewing.

Have you ever done something with good intent and then due to
misunderstandings wished you hadn't bothered in the first place ?

I wrote a now infamous article with the intention of highlighting a problem of
deteriorating landing skills which seemed to be coming to light. The elub had
banned the old smaller landing area on the dyke except for emergencies due
mainly to accidents and so had noticed that a problem existed, this seemed the
perfect introduction for an article on the subject. So far so good. The
article was not meant to suggest that people try to land in small spaces for
practise, but to suggest a method to improve skills and give pilots the
ability to land in small spaces before going off cross country. The chject
being that if you have not got the skills to land somewhere as small as that
(It was at this point I think misunderstandings took place) then you may hit
problems elsewhere and I did name some examples. I will admit that having re
read the article it could be misconstrued and maybe it could have been worded
better but T am a pilot and not a journalist. Secondly Tim Williams went OTT
because it happened to tie up with his theme that month and he had an old
photo of the dyke that he wanted to use. I wanted to help pilots with a
problem not start a front page row about top landing at the dyke it detracts
from the subject, I will state however that I den't agree with the committee
decision on the top landing issue but that is a different matter altogether
with which I will abide, but agree to disagree on. :

The abuse that followed from P. Rollinson isn't worth mentiening here and so I
won't, suffice it to say Pete it has been ignored but not forgatten !

So the best thing I can do is to say fly safe land safe then sum up with
this.-

I know you believe you understand what you think I said
But I am not sure you realise that what you heard is not what I meant!

Yours sincerely

Club Chairm.an

. i i ([ aiplate
I will be standing down at this A.GM. ag your Utmi?uj'li i || pl
any business that I have started, i.e. Boachy Mand (ues wil | i [or

we need A new Chairman. Any voluntesps planisl ] &
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CHASER-S

With full BCAR Section 5 type approval

1 would like to thank all those who helped me after my accident at
Beachy Head when I broke my nose and arm., In particular Mike and Ron
{appologies if I have got the names wrong, but you know who you are)
for their First aid and support. Thanks also to the guy who packed up
my broken glider and carried it up for me (whose name I don't know},
to Kewin for taking home all wmy equipment, and to those who telephoned
to see if I was OK. L

Thanks must also go to the ambulance drivers who ignored 3 radio
instructions telling them they could not get through.

Approved Al Primary Company Mo DAI2056/86

]
The doctor tells me that it will be at least a month kefore 1 can L
return to werk and a lot more than that before I can £ly, but I leook
forward to doing so eventually, a 1little. older and (I hope] a little - i
wiser. - @ > &
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CUEYS R

*Its about-time I had a go- at ﬂilllns up the Windsock... its been
5 a long time, and the situatiocd at the Dyke and 1ndeed at Steyning
'i has'changad'somewhat;; = AT

goncd The advent of lotetand l ol nf “Parapunters inflating all over the

Dyke has understandibly faused some concern. .However from what I
- can see at least Sky ‘Systems has made an ENOEMOUS effort to make
-rﬁ\mﬁﬁv-xt aa«saﬂe.as~yassihla . nResponsibility rests Mith poor ole Mr
. Carnet as the official CCI, Sky Systems dont present a problenm
Zbut when lots.of other. people»teanhlng or Unﬂontrﬂlled flying

we w111 have big prub ema.“

T bouwght—a Fathawk pﬁrugliﬁebv- s gfuinlents of a kiss, & have
““had Some énjoyable moment® EE™STeynimg."“TF you want to fly one
of- these: 3i:craft there; youreﬁye;ppma.,hyty lease make sure you
have been EraiﬂﬂﬁﬂprPETIN' d-Have-insvrance il i . ;

i, ,.,.J:h.e_.mnh.msmmmdugjﬁx ‘this year. JA. had to.ask the:club for
-, ..-an_extra £200 per year. It ig however th first rise for 2 years
'_N‘,Stsgnlnx has nou got_n np%: ggﬂ parkkng facilities, and stiles!

. Believe it or not it has also been shaved all over--- no brambles
. or nasty bushes, no cowshit ot nettles, but still I'm afraid, the
i trees. All in all, its improved considerably. .

o bean f[jang ‘the. Exﬁlnﬂen,aud—hha Caljpsa,mnf which I hold some
very positive views. I feel it's a perfect beginners club glider
andEVEII up to XC flliﬁﬁ No vice$ at all (Ehat'& enough crawling
By IpLas-ell A

b ot e i

1_--" el el Sl :
The new training ruiea have come im:p force, As you should be aware
They affect our sport radically, IN order to see what they involve

- its a good idea Lo braak up the new EPC course into a logical

& will involve .
The pilot then

widliitake S.days,ocost £200. .
control ed £lights on: mstuhh;njrom.a 200' thJ
gets a certificate & that's all?!

““the school halds tor him, & he can only flf'it'ﬁnder supervision.
He must buy a prone harness, #nd & helmet. Stirrups are no
longsr nade--- he has to get h fully enclosed type.

Harness...
P R e ] 4

(gm ro-£25). _ |

" He then has to join a elub

Observers and Club Gunzhcl ean tdo
Vlthls, huL not many.. will h@Vﬂ the time to dedicote. A
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Sa he'll stick with the School.

To achieve this level apprexz. 5 bto 10 days its going te cost him

an extra £200. The ratieo will probably be 1 instructor Le one
student all day on the Dyke, with a radioc teoo in searing conditions.

He can then join the club with a hole in his pocket of around £1700,
He/she will then have a Club Pilets Certificate, and theory up to
P2 level, which means one full day will consist of theory,

This will present some difficulties for us but it will ensure the
pilots are better prepared for club life. Fewer people will be
able to afford it & fewer pilots will join the club. This could be
an advantage or a disadvantage.

Coaches and Observers now have a more important role and will be
part of continuation training. Particularly on the soaring side
If no instructors are on site, I envisage our Observers and Club
Coaches.being sought out to help as unpaid professional helpers,
Which they are, of course...

To attempt to teach a new pilot to scar at the Dyke in very, very
crowded conditions does not appeal to me or Vince, so we will
continuye our training in Wales or the Lakes, taking at least one
element of danger away from the Dyke....

Overcrowding at our sites this year is going to be worse than
ever, FRemember it is YOUR responsibility to do all you can to
prevent a mid air collision. In scratchy, overcrowded conditions
the werst you can do is panic... if things are getting out of
hand, keep cool, fly away from the hill and bettom land.

You've got more chance of survival that way.

Interesting to read all the comments about Dave Clayton's article,,
S0 interesting in fact that I'm staying out of it!!! (Coward!!.ED)

Most of coaching has been practical nearly every time its flyable
hence I haven't done much flying, I've invigilated a FEW P2 & P3
tests and spent a lot of time advising pilots...

BUT... my two yvears are up and its time for somecne else to take
over, with new ideas and new enthusiasm... The politics involved
in coaching and the new BHGA training tachniques have spoiled it
for me, and I now wish to do more flying and sctually have days
off without having heart attacks sending pilots off the Dyke....

Therefore I shall be standing down at the AGM and allowing
someone else to take over. If anyone is interested please phone
me for details, or Bob Harrison.

I really have enjoyed it and I hope that in some way I have
contributed to the clubs safety record. Obviously, I shall still
be around to helppeople, and write for Windsock.

That's all for now, lets hope the weather improves so you guys
can do some flying and we can earn some money!!

EDDIE BILOUS (CLUB COACH)




AERIAL HEWS

In a move totally unprecedented in the history of hang gliding,
Aerial Arts today announced the successful sale of full Production
Rights to the highly acclaimed Clubman hang glider,

Behind this change was the need to devote maximum effort to the
production and support of the International Competition winning
Chaser § Microlight.

1 asked Rerial Arts Chief Executive lan Grayland to clarify events
leading up te the change.

"We found +the need to operate our entire business on a double
standard far toco costly to the business as a whole, The choice was
simply cut production of the Clubman and its spares altogether, or
else put spares prices up through the roof. We considered Dboth
options grossly unfair to our customers, so we sought a suitable
buyer to take on the Clubman; ene who was also agreeable to continue
the supply of spares.”

Since gaining the coveted status of CAA Company Approval in Hay,
herial Arts has gone from strength to strength.

Following the Type Approval of the Chaser 5 in RAugust, six machines

were sold to members of the British team who went on %o win the
European Championships held at Haverfordwest in September.

By +the first week of October over 50 aircraft had been seld - a
clear endorsement of the Chaser's popularity!

End the effect on the hang gliding community? - Several leocal hang
glider pilots have taken up microlighting already, drawn by the lure
of empty skies, predictable flying hours and the challenge of real
cross country flight.

The availability of a permanent local airfield with training
facilities, eclubhouse and hangarage for members machines will do
much to-boost this expansion.

For further informatien an microlighting contact Aerial Arts on
Poynings (079 156) 236.

Butterflies turf out parascending

PARASCENDING fons 2 y the i culling up the tie butterflies’ matwral habitat, Now
baaoed from a popular bh::l'fw my::d da%ﬂnﬁ.lhﬁ 'Lnacdm r Council legl experis are
ta help save rare butterflics from Blue bul‘f-cl' !mwwam maotion to 3

tal ban uwgmnﬂamh as

cxmam W‘ﬂdlnfc oups h-mper- y, already in danger of being wi
o Mill iilll snl%o nu[h%“;“? ok :."lﬂ lhrb‘: i | ﬁ“;:i[ za
mnmiuusc - at the Downland site 1o clear son m i
ham, & ndning the environment.  afier it stilled plant e and ruined W
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Sussex XC  LedguE

Another XC scasoen starts soon, and we intend to revive the
much leved Sussex league tables every month in Windsock.
Last year we did not have these because no one organised
them after Andy Wood went to Canada. Mark Johns has
volunteered to collate the details and let me have them for
publicaticon every month in Windsock.

These will be three tables, and the same rules will apply
to these flights as in the NWational XC league.

1. Sussex XC leapue: open to.anj P2 SHGC pilet

take off from anywhere in Sussex,

2. Sussex Weekend XC League: As above,but only
flights made on Saturdays, Sundays or
Bank Holidays may be entered,

3. SHGC XC League: SHGC pilots, pZ or above, take
off anywhere in UK.

fou may enter Weekend flights in for both Sussex leagues.

Pilots will seore on best four flights, plus one defined XC.
(out and return or Triangle)

3 o e ‘1 he printed in
~ LIk wtagey av’ v has puels
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USE SOME COMMON SENSE,

Spring is on the way, and now is the time to start afresh. Make
time and make time, whilst the weather is not too good and properly
inspect your glider, harness, instruments and any other equipment
conserving your safety and the safety of others. This will prevent
any heart stopping mements fer you and injuries to others, when the
thermals really start popping. I dont any work as hccident Officer
this year, thanks...

Despite my having grey hair, and, some say a stick, my ears and
eyes still work well. On the 15 March two accidents occurred

one pilot had a bloodied nose, one looped into a tree. Where

are the Club Accident Reports??? Copies can be found in any issue
of Windsock, Please fill them in and send them to me.

Also seen recently at the Dyke, one pilot messing around. A pilot
had just landed and was still clipped in, the other playfully
grabbed his keel, in gusty conditions. The result was aone very
badly bent glider, a conecussed and badly bruised pilot, and the
other party feeling rather responsible for what had happened.

The moral of this sad stery: DON'T PLAY whilst involved in any
part of flying, or accidents will happen.

t-ridents, injurv end ex- 'uvp repair hills [
he Souths













If you have an accident, however minor, please take the time
to fill in the form belew and send it to Rod Lees, the Bafety
Officer.

ACCIDENT REPORT

SHGC NUMBER: .....euuss- BILOT RATING: iaaoaisimeen

DATES OB ENGED E N S s S s o

T e T e O R 1 L ) e e

A O T i e e

BRIEF DETAILS: (Include flight details, equipment, names of
any witnesses, damage to third party, etc.)

DIAGRAM:

SEND FORM TO: Reodney Lees,
22 Hempstesd Road,
Saltdean,
BRIGHTON.
BNZ BQD.




AIRBPACE

Now that the thermal season is with us, most of us will be
thinking of flying cross country.

Flying alone thousands of feet above our beautiful ecountryside,
miles from ridge 1ift is a pleasure that all of us should
experience. Unfortunately X.C. flying is not a matter of taking
off and climbing as high as you can before setting off down wind,
apart from obvious obstructions, i.e. the sea, there are other
things to avoid. Our country is dotted with Contrel Zones and
Areas and criss crossed with Airways.

Although invisible this controlled airspace is as legally and
physically tangible as the channel shipping routes and motor
highways back down on the surface. Just as you wouldn't drive on
the wrong side of the road or drive the wrong way down a one way
street no self respecting hang glider pilot should penetrate
controlled airspace.

our Southern Sites are not the ideal sites to go X.C. from. To
the North we have the London Control Zone and Area. Above us we
have the Worthing Control Areas and to the South we have all that
H20, so how do we avoid all these cbstructions? to the South is
easy, unless your glider has a 1/500 glide ratic you simply avoid
flying over the blue/grey wet stuff. But what about all the
jnvisible stuff to the North, East and West (and above!}? Not so
easy.

What we need to do is to be able to plan our cross country's with
the help of airspace charts. The tTopographical Chart of the
United Kingdom', Sheet 17, South East England'. Scale 1:250,000
(referred to as the 1/4 mill' air chart) covers Controlled and
Special Rules Airspace up to 3000ttt amsl. :

Of course we would all like to fly higher than three grand if
possible so we need another chart, the 1:500,00 (1/2 mill') Air
Chart for South England and Wales. These charts are at Editions
13 and 14 respectively and can be obtained from most flying clubs
or from the C.A.A. direct at:

c.A.A. Chart Room

Third Floor

C.A.A. House

Kingsway

London

WC2B 6TE Tel: 01-379 7311 Ext 2569

The charts cost £6.50 or £7.50 laminated.

WED., 03/22/89

A current 1/4 mill' air chart for the South i i
our notice board inside the Dyke pub. 950 FBAL 1n pinced Ko

Armed with the relevant charts its not too diffieult to note

Zones and Areas to avoid and u
= pper limite
down/cross wind from our sites.p L Rk

Having studied your air charts and '
i planned your X.C. th
three more items you will need which are essential to c?ﬁisare

Country Flyi : A
Altima{er,YIHg 1) Map Holder, 2) A good quality compass, 3) An

It is a club rule that all pilots flying X.C. fr i
must be in possession of a current a{r ghart [orcg.g?uizgrgiiites
:etevan; details ACCURATELY transferred), compass and altimeter
S maca: Dhoula rest TooRll Mid Maatiimed iy Cie vous

: A s last requirement is i
errors in calculating your height above seaqgavel if yautga3;°1d
zero'ed your altimeter at take off. All heights below 1000ft, on
yogr airchart are above sea level. Pilots with the facility Eo
switch their altimeters to QNE must do 5o at or just below 3000ft
to accurately determine their flight level.

ek

sesas ﬁﬁgarﬂing the CLUB NIGHT on 18th March. I feel sorry for
ad? ?emhera who were observant enough to spot the minuscule
n last months Windsock and turned up expecting a talk

on X.C. f1 :
in Brazil.ying and/or an account of the recent competitisn

I was led to believe that I was
going to say a f
Airspace at the end of the evening. &as it {urnazwoﬁgfdi =

was the only speaker because
e dl s Pl i the other person or persons

Is this what Tim Williams (Win

gs editor) mea
says, League Pilots "have a track racnré of Eziﬁgen g
singularly selfish"? (Wings editerial Jan'sg).

Kevin Pickering
Alrspace Officer

WED., 03/22/89




© ANNECY

1 am going to Annecy for the week beginning 25 June., If any
other club members are going to be out there at the same time
then perhaps they would get in touch to arrange bo meet up.

My telephone number is Crawley (0293) 884860

MARTIN BRADY.

P GFFE ¢

An SHGC member recently ordered a half mill air chart fromMAINAIR
SPORTS, and was sent one dated 19B6, edition 12. This iz worse
than useless and very irresponsible of the firm to sell off old

stock.

If you phone the CAA Chart room they will send you the latest
edition of the map, immediately, and send you an inveice for

pagment later. For full details, see Kevin Pickering's article

in this issue.

NEATHER.

How many sources of the weather have you checked to see if it may
be flyable, Here’s another one you may or may not be familiar
with, I have found that the ITV offshore forecast is particularly

good and is always available no matter what the time of day.
Snag: You must own a Teletext TV set.

Hew Info: at 0600, 1200, 1B00

Check page 161 and you will get a weather map thats useless.
163 A report on international weather, no comment .

209 A two day weather forecast, not bad.

162 And the cream, the offshore weather forecast, this has to

right otherwise nobody will be able to cross the channel, Try it,
The section you want for weather at the Dyke is between Dover and

Wight,
DIK (hﬂuq%sr Keerax )
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It has been some time since I put pen to paper for Windsock, the last
time I think being the time I flew by micrelight to the bottom of the
Dyke at Christmas 87 dressed up as Father Xmas!

The reason for the letter is two fold.

A. To tell you more about the XC plans for this year

B. To have a small moan about one or two things.

First of all the XC
As you may have read I have taken on the task of compiling the
tables for the Summer & Winter Leagues, and since I'm doing it I have
desided when they shall run £rom & to on a Club basis.
SUMMER - FEB 18T - NOVEMBER 30TH
WINTER - DEC 15T - JRNUARY 31sT

There are three Leagues in all.

The Scuthern Weekend League = ANY FLIGHT IN THE UK DONE ON A WEEKEND
OR BANE HOLIDAY.

AS THE TITLE SUGGESTS, FLIGHTS DONWE IN
SUSSEX DURING THE WEERKDAYS.

The SHGC League - ANY FLIGHT ANYWHERE, ANYTIME.

THIS LAST LEAGUE COULD BE CALLED THE MARTINI LEAGUE, ARF, ARF!

The Sussex League =

There should be forms in Windsock that you can £i1l in and return to me.
I will cbviously want to know relevant details such as date, glider,
distance, time taken, take off, turn point, landing, witness etc.,

i.s. as much as you can tell me.

Congratulations to Anthony Lucchesi (The Wild One) for a creditable out

& return from Hay Bluff in early March. So far he's in the lead, so lets
have those forms no matter how small the distance. (Top to Bottoms off
the Dyke not accepted].

1 have decided to accept the Newhaven to Brighton run as a XC only if
the Marina is reached. I am relying on your honesty here. There are
those that say "not on" but I say do it first then see how "not omn" it

is, you may be surprised.

Point No 2
MY LITTLE GRIPE

I have been doing the membership for a while now and some of the newer
members of the club may not yet know me, but come the Club Evenings all

I gee is a few regular old timers and new faces. We held an AC/RIRSPACE

o

Talk at the Dyke recently and all of twelve people made it and that
included girlfriends and wifes'. I have got 260 members on my lists
and if the longer standing members of the Club don't come to Club
meets no wonder the new faces dont bother the next time. We had the
game at the last B.B.Q., the same old faces, but only a handfull.

1 could effectively send Windsocks to only thirty people and I would
get the same attendancies.

By now I must have got a few backs up. I'm sorry but that wasn't my
intention.

The Southern Club has got the British Champion, the Ladies World
Champien and John Pendry who wins most things. Lets try and hold the
Club together by pulling our fingers out, being nice to each other
and net bitching about each others flying behind backs. I believe
that Johnny Carr took about ten voting slips to the A.G.M. HNice one
chaps!

1f I have got up your noses lets hear from you in Windsock and maybe
we can make the Club not only the biggest in the UK but thebest!

That's enough from me. Please don't forget about the XC's.

Cheers

Mark

(Mark Johns - Membership Secretary

see front page for address & phone no.}
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Another coup for the SHGC Afrer their buperb triumph in winnin
laces in the Montfaucon L/D comp, (OK, 50 no ane else vmluuteered..:
pla

E il to d W E ditions the
5 [ a re [1ly ue to eather con ,
and their subsequent £ u )

- I and Hawk MNapolitan ! e
t:;tﬁgiiazzrtoier?. Let's hope theres no keel grahbing pranks..

t**#k*#*!?**t*#t****t****

T Sponger Award for last month, in the absencedof the crisp fiver
o?pa gate renewal to the Club can now be revealed:

Steve Vatcher 4
OE Steve, the games up, RO USE pleading that you wWere under the
influencé of Gabble Juice this time...

*#**t*#tt##**#t**#***#tt

Muckraker haers that Mark Johns was dancing intimately :i;hii Erench
man at anevening do at the Montfau?un COMPassn (Egmaur (ihat -
certain Gerbil was caught mating ?LZZniqyﬁiizz sﬁuuéiﬁg e e

i ... the chairman was Te s
zgtsééeiae Dyke "come down Golly and pay your club fees . ..-

LB I}
later £40 was handed over for two years unpaid subs...

***#*******!t**!****t**

4 &
What's the connection between a paragliding gnzcztizoiorhzéasar
i i an
i ard skin tights and helmet cover & g
:;:: éiiin Lark's Hang gliding repair workshop?2?72....
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We are told on good authority that a certain Tintin thought

that Libya was an ercgenous ZONE , . .
wakkok kR E R RREFE R R R R R

ire engines on & wild goose chase

e gl e d bonfires on Harting

recently when they had scrub clearance an
Down....
PR S T S SRS L R

e still reverberating from the

: : i1
i that he is not Viper Trai
o Sorry Bob, who

Howls of innocent protest at

x Club as Bob Dear proc
gﬁz:gex's feeble response to Muckrakerit) .4
is it then???

EaEak st EE kA dh bRk REkE

Tintin performs Five consecutive loops over &

Stop Press: ... 1 This man reach the age of twenty

landing field in Brazil... Wil
we ask ourselves??.......

e e e L L L L R

Another Hawk story... this one accidentally missed out last month
Our worthy League newcomer was about te take off at Beachy Head,
from the cliff bowl, but he wasn't clipped in..... The take off
run was aborted at the last second and a desperate flare prevented
a total disaster, but the attempted cover up failed..,.

AR REREE R R R Rk

Ex member Mark Chick scores a classic apparently.... manages to
write off a brand new Falhawk paraglider....

o o R Rk K R

LOcal Tyro Trevor Ackroyd recently gone up to an S4(!!) from a
Vision, gets his approach wrong and lands on the lip of the earth
works by the fort on tep of the Dyke!ll.....

PR RS LT 3 Ty

Later, the infamous Ray Sedgewick was heading for the same spot
on his Ace, but being six inches lower, decides on a last second
radical but spectacular 270 turn back to the bowl paddock....

ki k ik ok ok R

Special mention for Dafne Freedman who was apparently peeved not
to have featured in Grapevine yet.... possibly because everyone
lands and goes into the pub when she takes off... sorry Dafne,
only a joke....

e e T T R e e

Hot tip from Jim 0'Sulivan, the man who once put his keel the wrong
side of the double surface and took off without realising...

Always get someone else to do the test flight, Having recently
reassembled his glider , correctly this time, he got Instructor
Gary Mitchell to fly it... unfortunately the hang strap was

about a foet too far back, and Gary spent a muscle wrenching

flight just trying to get it back on the ground...

It was then revealed that Jim had been flying it for an hour
like that without realising.....

kun kbR k Rk kR ke Rk

Muckraker's Brazilien correspondent reports that the young Tintin
wasted no time in taking advantage of the high ratio of women to
men in a Brazilian dive referred to as the Chicken Ranch...
probably the South American answer to the Pink Coconut....

The other reports from this part of the world have had to be
censored by Muckraker for fear of being flooded with libel writs...

dakd R Rk e ok g

A certain Mr Napolitan nearly crippled himself when he hit the
hillside after crashing through a bush .... he had been testing tle
limits of performance of the paraglider in radical manouvres

when the hill got in the way... Mr Naploitan was seen hobbling around
the Dyke with a bad back and said he was pleased with the experiment...
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