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SOARAWAY Santa
Ignored the bad weather
and flew in to make a
special Christmas delivery.

Plans to bang-ptide in
from the top of Devil's
Dyke with a sackful of

mu had to be aban-

Iut Microlite pilat Fues
Crawley came Lo the rescue
wid delivered Santa to a
crowd of waiting school=
children,

Sanfa and his pilot sct
off from a farm near Poyn-
Ings and flew in on time o
deliver poodies to sround
40 youngsters.

The stunt was organised
by the Southern Hang
G’[Hing Club.

FLY IN.BUT
ALSD

Evening P‘.T‘QIE'

WELL DONE TO "SANTA" IE., MARK JOHNMS AND ALL
THE OTHER HANG GLIDER PILOTS

ITS NO MEAN FEAT TO TRY AND ORGRNISE
40 CHILDREN PLUS PARENTS JUST WHEN SANTA IS
IT WENT OFF
CF THE FARMER WHO ALLOWED U5 TO

THE BOTTOM FIELD.

WHO TURNED UBR TO

WELL AND WITH
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WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS, BUFFALO, AUSTRALIA

The first stage of the competition is run as 4 groups of 45 f1larn,
then the first 12 of each group go through to the final.

Here are some of the positions after 7 out of the B tasks of the

heats:

1L John Pendry 4 Steve Moyes 1 Larry Tudor B Brugt

2 Ricky Duncan| 9 Darren Arkwright 5 Michel Carnet GoldeniEh

§ Jess Flynn 16 Graham Slater 12 Tony Hughes 20 Len Hull |
9 Rich Pfeifer

Current team positions: 1.Australia 2.USA. 3.G.B.

Latest Disasters

One of the Canadians crashed and broke his pelwvis.
Jo Bostick broke his arm.

Well, what's poinz on in the SHEC this winter? Ouite & lot if the s.ii.e of’

this iseue of Windsock is anything to peo by. Possibly the best e:er Annual
Bana eb, possibly the worst ever flying weather over the Fegtive Secason, 'ir-_
excellent plece of lecsl PR in the form of the Santa Claus ex:re‘ntllast z\ont :
and two very good daye at the nyle in Januery so fz*.r‘l (see Eddie E r-.r-lh';zlfar
Peter Bolton (remember him? - he emigrated a few months ago] for one of them)... Winter has finally been forecast for the next few days,

Graham Slater has had chicken pox, but has now passed it on to
the Spanish team.

SN, . ¥ s about 7 or $ weeks gvay.
v y but let's not forget that tha thermal season ia only abou
managed to leave several Brits stranded by crashing the i 2

st Ag pronised I've printed svery letkar received so far on the current issuen‘
§ 5] MASEeL L ¥ 3 !
g at the NOyke..,. One, so far,... Ican omly acsume 4+hat we are all in asrsement,

Statistics T've included an axcell

| Sail : nz (e : : |
Total distance flown in the last world championships in Austria I this was bo pac out the Windsagk, Tt it ip fach conteins sofe very !
was 44000 Km, with £light times oftenh reaching 7 hours I anywey: cunninzly entitled For Eezinners, it in fact con S EOofl 210

advamced stuffl

Tharlce to evervone wiho has pub pen to paper this month, and extra thamks to
: b 5 : F 1 i S i +1q

+these who got out their own Lypewriters and word processors Lo Save ns wae |
joh! Keep it up chase....

So far in Buffalo they have flown 50500 Km. despite flying
typically for 4 hours.

Bee you up tHerE....

Hewls Tisher

CLUBMAN CFX 160
WHITE MAIN SAIL,RED
MYLAR L.E. YELLOW

CONTRIBUTIONS: These are always welcome. Please write clearly, or if possible,

ELUBAAN L4DvRa Dol type single spaced on A4, Please enclose SAE 1T any material is to be returned.

UNDERSURFACE,BLUE L.E.

CHEVRON.SHRS FLYING

EX COND, ALWAYS GARAGED
COMPLETE WITH JISPARE
UPRIGHTS £900 ono

NICE GLIDER,SHRS AIRTIME
STRIPED DOWN AND TEST
FLOWH THROUGH ARILLARTS
£795 phone D.Franch

Send to Mark Fisher (address at front of Windsock}. If writing an article, a i

small photo of you would be useful.

Advertising: Members ads are free. A1l commercial-ads are charged as follows:

phone Mark 01 657 0408 3 0403 814320 1/6 page E12 per year; 1/3 page £22 per year; Full page £5 per issue, or £45

per year.

VIEWS EXPRESSED IN WINDSOCK ARE NOT NECESSARILY THOSE OF THE SHGC COMMITTEE OR
THE EDITORS.
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CHAIRMAN'S '@fgﬂ

COMMENT

Well folks the year ended the way it started with not a lot of good [lylng
weather, lats hope for better in 1988. The British team are already Iy Australia
and the competition would be started by the time you read this., Can 1 remind
you Lo send your raffle ticket money in to Neel Whitall, it will halp the
British recoup the £7,000 it is adrift on the hudpet, plus you could win

somz pood prizes.

I have been too busy to even think about flying. Hurricanes and TV acrinla

do mot mix, one of them has te give, it usually is the aerial, when you install
them for a living it makes you very busy. I hope to be [lying again by March
and look forward to seeing you all on the hill,

Wishing you a safe and happy year.

Johomy Cavr.
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DYKE (PLUS OTHER SITES)

TOP LANDINGS, MOST OF US LAND IN THE "PADDOCK" AREA,THIS I8 NOT A PROBLEM.
THE PROBLEM COMES AFTER WE LAND,SOME PILOTS DECIDE TO EITHER POSDH WITH
THEIR RIGGED GLIDERS IN THE LANDING AREA.OR STEP FORWARD TWO PACE, S AND
DROP THE GLIDER.PLEASE AFTER YOUR DIFICULT LANDING REMEMBER ALL THE QTHER
PILOTS WHO WANT TO LAND.TAKE YOUR GLIDER COMPLETELY AWAY AND DOWN THE FRONT
OF THE HILL,WELL AWAY FROM THE TAKE=-OFF AND LANDING AREAS.THAT WAY WL ALL
WILL HAVE EASIER LANDINGS,AND ALSO YOUR GLIDER IS LESS LIKELY 7O BE

"LANDED ON " AND BRDKEN. NOTE, IF YOU SEE SOME FORGETRUL PILOT JUST REMINDHER/
HIM OF WHAT THEY MUST o

DYKE. "WATCH OUT" IF ¥ou LEAVE YOUR GLIDER IN THE BIG BOWEL AREA OR"PAST
THE FENCE" KEED YOUR EYE CUT FOR COWS.THEY LOVE TO siiic
; E . w f LICK ANDC CHEW HANG GLIDERS
NHICH IN ITSELF I$ NO PROBLEM.BUT IF THEY SCATTEROVER YOUR GLIPER THER i
L TONNE OF COW HODFS MAKES A FAIR MESS,S80 “WATCH our",

—————

SO0CTIAL SECTILOMN

That's Christmas and New Year celebratfons out of the way, I hope everyone
who came to the 'Christmas Banquet® had a good time, I['d like to thank who
ever 1t was who initiated giving me two bortles of champagne (they were

one of the raffle prizes) for organising the event - a mest acceptable
reward!!

The nasty bit - there are still a couple of people who have not paid for
their tickets (£6,75p) - you know who you are - if 1 don't recelve your
cheques soon, your names will be published in the next issue of '"WINDSOCK'
50 hand over or you will be on the front cover of the February fssue!.

ok ok ok ko Kk ok R ok ok Rk KA KR

NEXT CLUB NIGHT = VIDEC EVENIKG

There seems to be quite a few videos around at the moment so I thought we
would have another go at getting together a 'Video Evening'.

I know there are some excellent 'home' videos out therve somewhere, ie
Training at Steyning Bowl, Training in India ete (anything for a laugh) and
also many professionally made videos of Hang Gliding andfor related sports,
TV programmes etc, so if anyone is prepared to lend them to the club for an
evening, please phone me with decails.

We also need a venue. I'm trying to find a Pub somewhere hetween Brighton
and London which has a video player in a bar and a landlord who would be
willing to give us use of same and lay on some grub ete. Anyone knows of
one = or who has a large lounge, TV/video and is willing te have 20/30
people trouncing around their home ....,.,.. Dates can be set once we have
the above sorted.

Finally, if anyone has any specific requirements for Club Nights, input of
ideas is always very welcome. Thanks.

Aonne Carrington-Smith
Social Secretary

CHALLENGE TOW MEET
A TOW MEET IS TO BE HELD HOPEFULLY AT A NEW TOW SITE SOUTH CHAILEY.
IT IS HOPED TO PLAN THIS OUT AND HOLD IT AT A WEEKEND IN MID APRIL,
TWO POSSIBLY THREE WINCHS MAY BE MADE AVAILABLE,BESIDES TOW CNDORSMENT
FLIGHTS, CANOPY CONVERTION TOWS PARACENDING ARE PLANED.
MICE PERRIN IS CO-ORDINATING THE EVENT SO PLEASE PHONE HIM FOR FURTHER
INFO ON 0273 424861 (AIRTIME)
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L ! | SUNTIGER REPORT BY CALVIN PARTRIDGE .
I took
| ___—___________—___—__—_—ll ik . My father
__._._—._-_____—._—"_————_—______ ; fe e suntlgfrig agizsb af:d e Lo
Clty I‘ Ort lghts resume I a:rinterest in them atter reading :Ee adv:‘ﬁ‘: srggults B
p | | L e s Oi}ereaimt‘:o those confused as to what the

attached graph and may be of in

|

FLIGIHTS FROM London City asked to look after. A spokesman  craft using the original route 1o s 3
Airport to Paris, suspended four By Mark Rossalli also s2id Guteo would have pre-  Parls, lmtlllrl; |In§mt due sauth } . 9 lasses are dolng 4 haBe :135555
weeks ago after fears were ex- : —  ferred now routes 1o be worked  from London, peit oo long fly- : CEl down the entire spectrum, These g 1
pressed sbout theit safety, will re-  did not imply that Brymon's origi-  out also for incoming Mights. fng low In uncontrolled airspace Dark glasses work by cu ng let and ultra violet while leaving
sume fext week — using newand  nal complaints had been valic; sl Controlled mirspace around  heavily used by flying, liding and t cub out blue-green, blue, wvliole larl magical about the
safer routes, . that the pancl had been asked o Henthrow, Gatwick and Stansted other sparls cfrulu. ) | Jus inbask There 1is nothing partlcularly b dondlelons

The Civil Aviatien Authority  do was to work out roules seeept- airportsis called the London Ter- — The new route solves this com- . the rest intact. i to reduce eye straln lIn brig c
ondered an inquiry afier pilots Ay able to all partics, minal Manoeuvring Area, [t oper- plaint by bringing the docklands fllter, but the effect is 1987 Wings!, p.21).
ing aut of the £30m dock lands afr- “It quickly became clear that atesby keeping unauthorised traf-  Mights into. eonlrolled irs ace nd improve clarity (see Febuary ]
pori, opened in October, re-  there was a general consensus . , v [fic below certain heights, 2,500 south-east of Diggln Hill in Kent, &, P H These allow
ported lhece air-misses in rapid  that as the general aviation acth. feet near the sirports and the ca]pv and allowing them to stay there i £ 1lots are polarlsed glasses, a
suecession. Brymon Arways, one ity built up towards the summer,  flal, rising to 35000 und finally  until they leave the LTMA, Another posslbllity for p larne, The effect is to reduce
of the two operators using the air- - some impravements 1o the foute 55000 fucther from the cenire, Hawever, fhe CAA has ac- through only light polarlised in one p £) the sea). Since I have not
part, Lold the authority ihat the *were in any case desirable, That is Flights from City Airport will  knowledged the heavy workloads atter (such as light reflected of L {("Hang Gliding
ek o collison wis  notto say that the routes werc une  eventuslly b allowed Lo e dha already endured by Gatwick aic light sc 11 instead refer you to Rlch Pfelffer
unacczptably high, - safe” LTMA conirolled airspace, along  teaffic controllers by restrk:tinﬁ tried these T wil “E =

Problems arosz becauss (he The Guild of Air Traflic Con-  with regular aidine flights 1o the  the number of doeklands airera accordlng to Pfelffer", p.39):
Dash 7 aircraft used by Bymon  trol Officers (Gatca), which has  other three airports, but only in using this route (route A on map) haze domes about
and Eurocity Express, the ather  also  expressed  concom about  several years when the massive to 10 outgoing flights a day, which the wvery best; you can spot haz wia
apetitar, were being forced Lo fly  safety, said last night that the pew and crowded complex of routes is — was the lovel ol service before re- "pplarold lenses are ta as you can with naked eyes. ¥
out of London for about 50 miles  routes were safer, provided that - due to be reorgan| strictions were imposed, twice as easlly through Folarolds ir more readlly." =
below controlled airspace. eontrollers would not find them. The main gmon complain, Mr Chaplin gaid that if Bryman _ 1low you to see haze and dust in the air

As such, they were using the  selves overstretehed by the dock-  and that of the Gulld of Air Tral.  or Eurocity wanted to increase also allow ¥

both filter and polarisation on one

same apace as light aircrafi, bal. -~ lands traffe they were being  fic Control Officers, was that air-  the number of flights to Paris in
| i i the future, these would have fo 1t should be possible to combine

pair of glasses.

loans, parachutists and gliders;
they were not being directed
along safe paths by air traffic con-
trollers, but were forced to fely
upan the keen eyesight of the pi-
fot and en gccasionzlly inlermii-
tent “guidance” service provided
by ground radar,

Follewing lettees of complaint
from Brymon, the CAA announ-
ced last month thal it had no
choice but to sespend the Paris
flights pending an inquiry. Fllghts

to Plymouth and Brussels were
unaffected, ¢

Subsequently, Eurocity
strongly critiised Brymon's se.
thors, maintaining that the routes
were safe,

Yesterday, the panel of inqui {

cd thres new rostes avail- | airspace
able to Paris. However, the chair- reules and to promulgate their
man of the panel, JTohn (‘.‘implin, timetables, and eajd that both op-

LTS Original route L
Faris 4t 2400 faet crators had confinmed thelr will-
siressed that the change in routes -

the CAA’s head of safety services,
ingness to use the new routes.

travel either by route B (travelli
cast from London to the edge :;%
the LTMA at Detling, Kent, then e
turning south), or Route © (duc il
casl to Dover and then tuening |
south = (he route already ised
for Brussels Mights, and the op- J
tion favoured by Gatco),

Both alternative routes invalve
longer joemncy times,

Mr Chaplin emphasised that
many British flights took plags in
uncontrolled airspace, but said: [ L
would not like you to think that
outside contralfed airspace, gnar-
chy reigns. It certainly docs not.”

He said Brymon and Euroci
had been advised to get in um'ﬁ
with llf'lng clubs and otler recre-
ational groups along the new air

s s i & i ; | 12
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ACCIDENT REPORT
Prom: Flieht Bieutenant. Michasl Allen
Midair collision - report by Andrew Hill ! R i o)
RAF Wittering
Pilot: Andrew Hill BHGA No 36294 8A Egﬁczﬁgmueh
bDate : 14 Wov 1987 R
Site : Devil“s Dyke
Glider: Clubman C160 4 December 1987
Conditions: NW 10-1% mph !
Mp Paul Ray
Sky Svstems Ltd
Pilot Experiance Knoll Workshoos
1 Bellinehan Crescent
Pl - May 1987 with Free Flight Hang Gliding. 01d Shoreham Rd
30 mins airtime post Pl including two soaring flights (not at Hove, Brighton RECEN =R 8 DEC 1987
Dyke}, and several top-to-bottoms at Devil’s Dyke. BH3 TG3

Member of BHGA and recently joined SHGC.
Chairman Imperial College HGC.

Details
Dear Paul,
As it was my first soaring flight at the Dyke and

considering my lack of experiance, on arriving at the Dyke I At time of writine, the accident form has not vet arrived, so thought T had best
approached Eddie Bilous, Club Coach, for advice. He agreed it ! send you the report of my mid-air on the Dyke on the 15 Nov.

was okay for me to fly and talked me through my flight plan

before wiring me off. I took off in a POD with a red kingpost Magic &

streamer and wheels on the bottom bar. There were 10-15 Pod Harness

gliders in the air at the time. ) Metamorphasi 'chute

11.5 hrs. Vision/Magic
The flight progressed normally, although on two occasions

a blue glider had come wery close to me, After twenty minutes We: W/D WHH/A10-15kts

I was halfway through a beat, flying straight and tracking

parallel to the ridge at about 1850 feet and from east to T/0: 1145  LAND: 1415

west. 1 saw a flash of a blue wing above me and then felt a e

crash on my left wing. Before the collision I had been "At approx., 300ft. I commenced a turn to the left in a weak thermal. After 270 o.d

looking arcund and had mot seen a glider in the vicinty. I turn and roushly parallel with the ridge, I saw a Clubman with a red streamer coming

only glimpsed the glider during the collision indicating that in my direction, slightly below and to the left of my nose. As the Clubman passed

it was above me throughout, below me, I felt and heard an impact. Up until the time of the coli!_iﬁitln, I had
The collision left me pointing away from the ridge, I assessed that we would pass clear of each other. Both gliders continued to flv

checked the the wing, and although I knew it was damaged the normally and I could see that the protective plastic coatlng on my left bottom

Hang Glider appeared to be flying normally. I did not have a i wire had become detached over approx. 4" of 1ts length, After landing, I also

parachute so my only option was to head for the bottom discoverad that the port ne.5 baton was bent. On inspection, no other damage was

landing field. I noticed that the glider which had collided found, At the time of the collision, I felt that the Clubman's kingpost had

with me was flying parallel to me and appeared undamaged. I struck the undersurface of my port wing. I belleve that the pilot of the Clubman

also realised that it was the same glider which had come did not see me at all during the accident. I believe that I was responsible for

close to me earlier. the collision and that & hard roll to the right when I firat saw the Clubman
Whilst flying over the road the glider seemed to start would have prevented the accident, but did not think that a collision was a

behaving strangely but I was able to lose height over the possibility at the time."

fields and land safely. Preliminary investigation revealed
the 1left number one batten to be twisted and the left

crosstube to be badly kinked. In addition, a slight tear was I hope that this is all the information that you require. IF there is anvthine
noticed on the leading edge outward of the upper rigging else, you can reach me on: 0780 A4501 ext. 3049 durlne work hours.
wire, The glider is now with Aerial Arts for examination and
repair. Apologies again For the lateness of mv report,
I spoke to a number of Southern Club members who all -
assured me it was in no way my fault. Back &t the Dyke the Best Wishes,
gther pilot, Mike allen, apoloaised and admitLed |
responsibility, agreeing te pay for the damage to the glider. i
The Clubman is owned by Imperial College HGC. I have now {,ul&,-_, i
bought a parachute.

T Koo Ao




Minutes of the SHGC meeting held on Tuesday 24th November 1987
at Devil's Dyke

Attendees : Johnny Carr
' Chris Bartram
Eddie Bilous
Andy Wood
Jonathan Cattlin
Paul Ray
Mark Jcohns
Mark Fisher
Anne Carrington=Smith

Ian Cazfinqtm—smth
Kelvin Wilson
Michel Carmet

Recidents

Three recent accidents occurring at Devil's Dyke, including a mid air
oollision, were discussed. Although no serious injuries were sustained

the pilots involved, each accident was potentially fatal and was
L Piok arrie. Anoldant vercets wotld 1a miblighed dn Sindeock,

Towing ;
John Chadwick stepped down as towing coordinator and Mick Perrin was
nominated as replacement. Kewin Wilson reported that progress had been

made with a new towing esite and the committee agreed that a club towing
event should be organised early next year to stimuilate further interest.

Bites

Chris Bartram reported that crops had been planted in the large filed
immediately below Devil's Dyke and so any landings there would incur
a £10.00 fine.

Paragliding

The committee discussed the safety implications of paragliders
sharing the airspace at Devil's Dyke with Hang Gliders. So long as
the alrspace infront of the take off and landing areas was not
chstructed by paragliders and numbers in the air were strictly
controlled, the comittee agreed that it should not be a pu.'chlan
Paragliders would have to join as full club menbwers and abide by SHGC
site rules. BHGA membership would also be cbligatory.

Rwards

The annual awards to be presented at the SHGC Christmas Bangquet on
Friday 11th December were agreed as follows:-

Best Newocormer Ella Sandarson

Best Movice XC Richard Lever

Most Improved Pilot Andy Mapolitan
Sussex XC League : Dave Rusbridge
Bussex ¥C Weekend League Dave Keepax

SHEC Outstanding Achievement Award Michel Carmet

Safety Officer

Having done an excellent job over the last two years as club safety
officer, Paul Ray decided it was time he ghould step down and allow
another person to take over.

The meeting was closed.

— e

TOM BRADBURY

Thasq nctes ars for earty cross-country plols
wha (&t present) are mere inlerested in gatling
somewhere slowly than Indng to win reces.

CROSS LECTIOW

1. Picking a good day

Fig 1. The best concitions usually ceeur after the
passage of & cold front when:

iah Thera is a ridge of high pressure moving
across the country (o at leas! anticyclonicaity
curved iscbars)

[bh The wind speed in the 2000-5000MH range ks
less than 20kt (preferably near 10k1).

{c) The forecast Max tempdraturs is al least 10°C
higher than the dew polnl. [As a guide one may
usa the TV char for the night Min and naxt day's
Max tamperatures; if the diference is 10°C or
imare then the cloudbase will probably become
high enough.)

Thara i3 a usebd ade relating curmmdus base
and ihe difference between the surlace lempera-
ure end dew point. VWhile the temperxure is ris-
ing each degree C between the alr tamparature
and the dew poant is equivalen) to aboul 400/ in
the base of conveciive cioud. For exampie a dif-
forence of 10°C sheuld give a cloudbase of
ACOOM, This fule walid once the e
sfans 1o fall.

'| 'y

A MET GUIDE

FOR BEGINNERS

Are you relatively inexperienced and waiting for the right
day to fly away from the airfield for the first time or to
attempt Silver distance? Then this article by Tom will help

you to pick the best day

2. Route planning

The wind. The wing a1 fiying levals is best
chiained from an aviation forecast but ene can
get an approximate guide from large scale fore-
cas! chans like thosa In the Teegraph. (The
Times alas no longer previdas an sdaquate pic-
ture ] Measure off a length of 300nm this is 5° of
latituda). Draw a line of this length at right anges
to the isobars on the forecast chart and nota tha
pressurs difference batween the ends. Multiply
this by 2.5 and you have the wind speed at about
2000, (This figure ks strictly valid for latitude 52
¥ north bul K 2 elose encugn for most of the cen-
tral and southem parts of England,) (Fig 2.

LU TITYY

Fig 3

Wind speed Is usially citical for info wind legs.
Although pundits can achleve an average air
spaed of 50-60k0 on 3 good day, less exper-
enced pilels will /arey axceed 30kt This coliges
shower pllols 10 a¥oKd inta wind legs unless the
wWind is yery Ight. Il headwinds are unawpidabhe
tha into wind l2g is best aMemated during the
afiemoon rathes than in the moming.

Even wilh light winds the choice of frack and
TPs ks influenced by wind direction because |l is

usuplly essential lo keep clear of windward

coasts. Linscarible sea air lends lo spread long
distances inland across large flal areas (such as
the Somearsed levéls and the reglons round the
Wash). There are rare occasions when the air is
80 dry and vestabie that good thermals can be
founa right up 1o the windward coasts. but il
seddom pays 1o bank on i These areas are best
crossed early in the day before inland comvection
has started to draw in damp sea alr. (Fig, 3.)

3. Timing

Theraisan urge lo getin the gir and away dawn
frack as soon s possible. Resiat this wge if you
are only after Siver distance. Unless it Is known
that poor weather is approaching one can axpect
s0aring conditions b0 becarme sasier later in the
day. The cloudbase vsually rises 1o its Max in mid
afemcon and thermals, though further apan,
seem 10 be $moather and easler 10 work during
t: Latter hall of he day,

High ground wamms up sconer than wide
damy valeys and good themals can be found
aver reglons such as the Chilems. Berkshime
Downs, Cotswolds and the bigger hile of Wales a
good two hours before any It appears over low
grouind. On days of restricled convection this
delay may be much lenger. (Fig 4.)

r—/'._"‘\.\_‘_-.
v % 2 .
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Fig 4 ¥
4, Variation of thermal strength

If eccasons of cuenlms are excluced the
average rales of cimb seem clasaty relaled 1o the
haight ol ¢loudbasa. or the oo of biwe thermals. &
suryey carmed ou! by the French showed that Tif

SAILPLANE & GLIDING




A MET GUIDE FOR BEGINMERS
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in knats was (aperosimatety) 1.2 mes the height
of cloudbase In thousands of leel. minus 1kL
Thus 20004 praduced a misarmbla 1.4kl 40004
gave 3.8kl and B0OOR 8.2k Almes! every one
finds stronges thermals than these during the
course of a flight butl they nearly always have to
slop and accep| much weakar Gk too, These
figures are a usalul guide for planning But no
indicalion el absclule values

Spacing of thermals. If the depth of convection
i shallow thermals are close ogether, As ther-
mals axiend higher thi Spacing becomes wider,
There seems o be no exact refationship between
depth and spacing because late in tha aftemoon
the gaps perween thermals continue o grow
wider aven though the deplh of comvection is no
longer growing.

Sink betwaen thermals. Eady moming ther:
mais usually produce weak lift with sink malnly
confined to the immediate sumoundings of the
thiermal. Later in the moming when comection is
dempis and bl slionger the areas of sink ollen
seam 1o extend much of the way acroas he gaps,
When thirmals Become Ssepamated more widely
{sually from mid o late atiemoon) the intar-
thermal sink is less Iroutlesome although sirong
sink siilf cocurs close to the bes! thermeds. During
thelast haur or twe.af thermal activity the spacing
s sirongly dependend on isolated hol spots such
a8 sun facing ridges. In Detween Ihese isolaled
@raas the air can became wary smooih with
negligible sink.

e VR
r.;{;'..n 7

Iownit :

Tneidas e

Fig 5

Variation of lift with height. Over level ground
therrmal Bt b5 almost always weak below aboul
10COM anc does nol cewelop i3 bes! strengih
until 2000 i passed, If the tharmal ks feading inle
a cumulus which is af least 10001 deen the R
may show a further increasa dosa fo cloudbase.
However, on days when Ine anly cleuds are vary
shalkow curulus the |ifl fequently decreases
rapichy just below cioudbasze, Gn such days the
cloud 10es Are restricted by a well maked stable
layer, The clowd fops may proirude a smadl way
imo this staple layer due to the momentum
baehind the thermal, However, the riging airflow
£1ar1s 1o spiead cul as il nears the inversion and
as a resull the It ceases ouile suddenly, Fig 5
shows the distrbulion of LM with height on such
days, andwhy itis 2 waste of tima to 1ake the fast
few feel of the thermal, The same eflect occurs
when there are only blue thermals.

&, Lacking for it

Cloud reading. A major facior 0 he success of
pundits is their ability 1o read cfouds: A seema o
be a skill besi leami in youih,

{a) Aclive cumulus ~louds usually have well
defined fia, (sametmes slightly coreave| Basas
angd ensp bulging fops.

10} The larger the cloud the harder it may be fo
find the lift, Sometimas such clouds kave a slight
stapcownan the base, or aregion of slighily ower
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rathes ragged cloud. The best Hi is frequancly
wery choss to ihis stap. (Fig 6.} Lacking such signg
one may have b0 waste time saarching round, The
timi will nol be enlirey wasted if one can
eslablish a prefered location for ihe il al kat
tma of day.

[c) The core of the thermal iz ofien o the
windwiard sice or the sunny side of tha cloud: If
wind and sun & on the sama side there is a
goad chance that the lilt will alss be on that sida,
Do nol be loa surprised if the cors is actually in
auite & different spat,

Fig v

id] Shaliow dlouds under a dry inversion some-
times show a curlad over hook ke shape an the
top. {Fig 7. This waualy dewsions when there is e
slreoger wind above Ihe inversion, The shear of
Wwind takes the rising lop avd biows it overinto the
euding shapa. Lit is almost always cloge undir
the windward side, with sink on the down
shear sida.

{2) Small clouds usually have a very brigf [#e in the
meming, but they ara nomally close encugh for
there to be werking allérnatives near by The
largis tha clouds the longer ther lite oycles; when
there are many large Clouds (mora than half
covir) saveral will be slowly decaying wihout
showing any clear signs of thes waaknass.

A tha |t is very strong (6-10k on an average) it
is almost certain that there wil also ba very strong
sink nat far away. Unforunately e reverse isned
always true,

Ig} While heading lor a good kooking doud one
may meat an unaxpected surge of sirong lift out
i a clouwdloss gap. This is probably a vigonous
young thes mal about B larmits awn cloud, Thesa
alten produce much Better climbs than the older
chouds nearby.

Claud streats, Slealing is commaon, even on
blue thermal days, Streals generally lorm when
e wind speed s owver 15kt and may be wige-
spread with sirong wincs. Sireels are aligned
aleng tha wind direction (within a few dagrees).
This makes them invaluabla far making progross
inta wind. {Fig 8.

A single ine of clowd may have formed from a
loca ot spet on the sudace bul lue streels do
nol depend on imeguiantes in the sudace tem-
perature. Streeding cocurs ever the sea as well as
ever land, especially whan frash cold ar swieps
cul ower a relatively warm sea on the wesiem
fank of a depression.

Streating needs a stable lves (o limit the depth
of ceavection so that neary all ihe cumulus tops
are on the same level, The spacing between
raets is usually about threa imea the depth of
canvection. If the fops are arcund S000H the
streets are Ekely fo be soma threa miles apar. if
Ive irversion rises e spacing between streals
Increases, wsually by the disappearance of
weaaker streets. (Mot by il Ihe lines edging further
apart)

Over England one may go as much as S0 miles
undet a good doud sireet wilhout tuming but the
crossing lrom one strest 1o ancther has fo be
made thrgugh tonfitucus heavy sik,

Sireets are much harder o foliow on hiue ther-
mal gays. On such a day an vnusually prolonged
spall of sink encountered when Aying up of
derwriwing peobisbly means thal the track les be-
teveen girees. Tem crosswnd for a time,

Fig 8

Waves above streets |Fig 9.) Lao waves may
devalop abeve and & pght angles 16 cloud
sireets, Such waves are not always marked by
tenilicuiar clouc. The first wave olten occurs at the
uowind end of a doud streat,

If, wingn fying aleng a doud streel, there is a
siretch where the usual lifl s replaced by sink
andhan there i & amal 2ome o unusually sliong
and reurgn lifl 1l is quee likely that the sleat is
oEng influenced by he wives above.

‘Waves have aiso been found paralled 10 sirees
af snalow cloud, the sireels then saem to e act-
ing as emparary hills, i
6. Avaiding sink

The best instruciors wil 121 you fa “follew the
Energy”, meaning totake awinding coursa under
al e working clouds ralhir Ihan heading cut
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direcily en track. A commen problem is how best
la dedge the decaying clouds, Clouds have a
limiled life and the small clouds tend 19 stop
workifg sooner than big ones, especially during
lha maming. Athough the big clouds last longer
they tend to ieave a langer and more persistent
area of sink.

When Ihe malstung in a tharmal condensea out
as droplels of cloud there is a release of ks
heat. This gives an added boost fo S themal,
Howaver onee the [ift ceases and the cloud starts
%0 decay descent of ai causes

Evaporation removes all the heal praviously
released by condansaton and this alr becomes
colder than s surreundings,

This cold mass produces heavy sink; the
Bigger the cloud has been the more dxienshe |5
the sink when the cloud decays,

The signs of decay arm:;

{a) Lossof sharpness in the cloud top; It edarts b
Ik tuzzy,

Bl Thea clovdbase ceasas fo be jeved,

te) The cloud shadow changes from being salld
1o bacome & tattered area with hotes, This is
often the most refabe Indication if you are
medr cloudbase and heading for the nas
good it

td} Tall clouds which stad to topple over in a
wind shear usvaty decay. Mever fiy close
under the over hanging pan of such a doud,
Stesr round on the vpwind slde if possibla,
Tha net foss in ftying five miles in relativaly
stil alr s often less than taking a divect
:lmk:“ and geing two miles hough heavy

ni

(e} A cloud may b sfil be growing on the
upwing side whilke decaying on the down-
wind side. This is common with large clouds.
when there is anincreass of wind speed with
hetght. (Fig 10

— i f_:s:‘ Iniitisn
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7. Showers

Aza showeradvances downwing thene is often
a reglon of panicularty siroag Bt uncer e lead-
*\geogeollhsm,mscanbeusedbooainw
mainlain sufficien height 1o fly round the end of
the shavwer, HL s usually wise to go round even tha
smallest showaer, Flying straight through nearly
il_:km takes one into a large area of heavy
sl

Bometimas the il continues righl up fo tha
shaft of pracipation {Fig 11). One may even make
& climb with hail ratifing off he canapy, but be
prepared fof wery sudden and often nasty sur
prizes, Precipreten neady slways charges
ascending into descinging alr, ofien very sud-
denly, sometimas within the space of a singke
Light circla,
Blua hales, A comman protdem in England is the
#hert lived shower which cisscives fo leave a
Elue hole, Although the eioud has vanished the
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sink may still perslst; it pays ta awoid flying under
such a decayed shower, or across the stretch of
ground upwind over which the shawer has
passed Even when the sink has died oul the
cooing effect of the rain and the recently molst-
engd ground Inhibit thermals.

Detunct showers are only one of the reasons
far blug holas; they may be the aifect of an unsus-
pected Irough In & wave system hagher up or dua
to preferentlal growth of big eumedus rownd the
perimetar, When & group of cumidus clouds
cumps Yogether o produce an area of heavy
d_oudﬂ-naymavseiuua wldomerwmlng
sink which wipas eut all the lesser cumull which
hava not organised themsetves In such a co-
operative system. (Fig 12.) The develcpment of a
big ewrnim ced amongst & fiedd of smell cu fre-
quently wipes cut the tiddlers.

’I_(‘._'{.‘
Gem 0t Wi

Fig 12

With 50 many reasons for bhua holes it ks wise
10 ba cauticus about satting out across cne, The
Filcrt of 8 Ventus recently sat outinge the biue fem
300GH. With tips to extend the span o 17 metres
he was confident of reaching the other sida, In
facthe was on the ground seven miles downwind
of the start,

Adiversion of 30° only edds a small amount o
cnes lolal distance; when going downwind even
a 45" change of heading la worthwhie. I is far
better to take savaral shod climbs al high level
wihare the iift is good than to wasie fima sraping
about low dawn whare 1he Iift is weak,

8, Spread out of cumulus
This ruins very many days which would cthe-

wig$ have been magnificent. The main reasans

are:

{8l A very unstable air mass which i too
malet, and

6] An inwersion or stable kayer which traps ail
the comvweclion beneath it

(€] The amival of exira molsture naar the inver:
slon level, often trom a vary weak oid from

which has lemporarly kst af its cloud due
lo subsidence. i

Husually needs a depth of at least 20001t from
Cioudbase 10 the Inversion for spread out 1o
become extensive. Each thenmal lakes up more
moisture and sgeeads it eut under the mversicn
wdinqmmatdrmymmlmasolmwaror
coud Is farmed.

Vhen such an overeast area appears one
sheud try and stay high using any scraps of lil
under darker patches of cloud Until the sun
breaks Ihicugh thera will be tew it any thanmals
rizing off tha greund,

Warnng Signs

(1) The meming starts clouciess and visbility |s
oflen very good.

{2] The first cumulus forms unusally eary and
tha clowdbass is low. (I the Frst eu have a high
cloudbase thera i3 much less thraat of sprgad
out.) ¥
(3| Some of the first clouds may shoot up as
namow columns with no proper basas. (The base
decays befors the 199 has finished dsing)

ST Ay
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Fig 13

{4} A lenticular cap of cloud may appear Just
above the lop of a growing cumulus. This has the
fatin teem “pileus”, The fometion shows that as
the fop of the cu ascends it peshes up some of
Ine molst layer &l 2bavie. This push is st Enough
1o.cool the upper layer balow condensition point;
 ahows that the layer was nearly saturated 2t that
kavel belore the cu formed. Fileus iz an almost
infaflibie sign of subsequerd speeed  out,
{Fig 13, o

The cycle of spreading out. When an almest
fotal layer of sirato-cu has formed thermals
becoma vary sparse of tntally absent. Lacking a
continued supply of moisiure from belgw, the
layer may break up in an hour o twa, This allwrs
tha sun 1o 21 olf more thermals sa that thr pro-
cess is repeatsd. With a really thick layer the
cycle is 20 slow that no worthwhie cleasance
cevelops until evening,

Twa things can act to cisperse such a sheat.
Further suhsidence may bring the iveesion too
fowe for a full eloud cover lo develop, or he arrival
o drier airmay resufl in the cloudbase liting up 1o
wilhin & few hundrad feel of tha invarsion when
the sheet will glsperse, The two processes can
et tagather fo bring aboul a rapid improve-
ment in soaring condiions, The axira subsidence
may be found near the axis of an advancing
ridge, (vehich is cne reasan wiy fdoes often ghve
Ihe best soaring wealhar in summar).

Spread out situations. Tha problem is most
Iroublesoma near to windward coasts especially
when Ihe air aver this country has esme round
he penimeter of an Atlantic anticyclone and
arrhvad aver us from the north or nortf-wast
9. Blue thermal days

Compeltion pdots have Lo set off on Bue days
tul Ihey heve the advantage of many olber

SAILPLANE & GLICING
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ghiders 1o fd and mark the theemals, it is much
harder for abeginner 1o succeed when there s ng
oiher glicer in sight,

Tha maost imponant factorn (after the wind
speed) is the haight of the inversion. Wilh only
3000 betwesn ground leval and the inversion
unacempanied cross-country flying is very dif-
ficull. H the convective Jayer e dends up 1o 40000
itis probably worth a try. With SO0 1o work in
the prospects become quite good.

Possibée thermal scurces are lowns, sun lac:
ing ridges, and areas of higher ground which arg
refatively ciry,

Regicns to avold if possible are wide damp
velleys. These may ba davoid of thermals except
whera thare is a large lown, Even when soma
thermals do develop they are ofien weaker and
doned goup as far as hose over the high greund,
The lack of thermal$ is due fo the abndance of
hizh vegelation and the genesally maist ground.
S0 much of the sun's energy is wasted just
evaporaling the water thal not sncugh is lef 1o
produce good thammals,

(S8 alsa the last issve, “Bive Skies™ by John
Wiliamson, p126)

Slopes, These were (he first resar of early soar-
ing pilots and are mow the last resort of maost
CIOSS-CoUNtry pilots. Wincdward slopes may save
tha daywhan ad else has failed. Ridges wosk bast
when thare is no high ground upwind. Upwing
ficdges may sat off hee waves: if thege are out of
phase with your ridge the il may be damped out,
MNedica hat rapld afterations of lift and sink may
be due as much totharmals breaking away from
tha slope as to the mean Aow of alr uphill, Thar
mels eften came cif from coe area like a stream of
bubbies and one may need fo haad back nio
wind saweral times belore finally escaping,

12, Top cover of cloud

The arrival of a layer of cirmus nearly ahways
teduces tha strengih of tha sun. IF the lower air is
already full of agtive thermats the top cover tands
0 make thermals raites smoother and lass
slrong, Hewewes, if it is aary in e day, orihereis
i bowr irverston, (when the full power of the sunis
reeced 1o produca any thermals al all), then the
cirrus often £100s thermals complaiedy, On such
OaYS & gag in the cimus may allow a namow Tone
of thermals 1o desedop when most of b area has
gone dead,

Thickening pre-frontal  altostratus. Such
clovd 2mesd always nas a disasirous etfect on
thermals, stopping them very quickly. Note the
“almost™; there are cccasions when the air is so
unztable that evea the armval of this grey sheet of
taud eoes nat complesery kill off all thermalz and
O FBME DCCASions one may sull find R fusually
smooth and weak] persisting almost up 1o the
dime when ihe rain stans,

11. Fog and low stratus

Trhazeare signs ol vivy slacée conditicns at the
lowest level; it is uselud 1o know about them when
route planning. Soma of the sun's heal is wisted
in evaporating the fog befaré any thermals cen
develop. Even when the fog has been burmi off
ke asea s aptio ba lacking in dewcent tharmaly far
many hours, In summer sea log or low siratus
fen blows in again frem the coast on biue days
wihen 223 breezes begin. Allhough 1he sun may
continue 0 burn ¢t 1he §17atus a5 il comes inland
the air will probably never cevelop ‘usedul ther-
mals until § has spenl theee of four’ hours ever
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warm ground. Even Inen ne il is likely %o be
shalicw and waak. The boundery chen shows up
@5 @ marked change of visibility. When sastery
wings devalop over England the atfect of Mardh
sea stralus can spread hom the Wash o the
Cotswolds by mid altemocn. (Fig 14

o
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12, Haze

Most ol our summer haze comes from the con-
linent when wings over the UK are betwein ENE
and SE. H Is usually trapped beneath an
anticyclonic imarsion, The chief effec of haze is
1o datery the start of thermals in the meerng, and
82 cul tham o earlier in the evening. It is notice-
ahle that hermals becomea weaker if one fs ino
e haze from an area of good vislbally, Few boeg
cross-countries have been achisved in reaily
hazy wealher,

Some of the haze parlicles are hygroseooic,
that ks they tend 1o absorb mossiure by eccelera-
ing the condensation of water vapour. This
makes e visibility worse in regions of high
humidity, especially in the layer within twa ar
three hundred feet of the cloudbase Since
Qlickers eften iy in this layer Ihe csilision risk =
increased.

Heot weather and summer haze ofen go

together. The restrcted visibdty makes i naxt o
impessible to sea clouds ahedd well sncugn. if
thunderstorms beea® out [as they clen do after a
ot tazy spall), cne cannot seethe distant thun-
cerheads untd ene climbs abova e haze [ayer,
Instead the storm's aporoach is marked by thick-
ening gloom wheee the choud shedow falls an
the haze.
Haze tops and cloud fops. Strong thermals
aften reach the inversion with encugh momen.
fum to penetrate a short distance inig the $takle
layer. On blue days It may be warth accapting ma
reduced it & the top in orcer 1o gel abowe the
inwersion for a brief time. Tre greal improvement
in visibiity alicws ane 16 see any small cu tops m
lhe gistance and may reveal thase active areas of
convection previcusly hidasa from sighe,

Big cumulus can grow Ihroagh & haze layer
and axtend high up 1o levels where visioility is
almast infinite. The haze layer seams haraly,
affected by this déep convestion; il remaing atils
wriginal level. A cloud climb s particulary satisfy
ing on such days bul brings navigation problems:
il may te impossibis 16 make oul any groung
fealirtes whin locking down through the haze.
Uze of radio. There are three usefdl plain
language broadeasls of aifield weather reports.

Thay are updaled every hall hour, Reception is
olten difficult 21 very low fewel excap! near the
Iransmiters, =
The frrquencios am:
Londcn Morh 126.6mHz
London South 120.6mHz
London Main 135375mHZ

A similar MOLMET  broadcast - consisiing
chiafiy of RAF airfields s broadoast on 4722 and
11 200KHz Thas ean ysually be heard on the
ground bui needs an HF receiver tuned o the
upper sideband, Orginary short wave recevers
arg madequate unless they have a BFD (Beat
Frequency Osaillaar).

AIRMET

The new ielephone AIRKMET service gives three

fegional forecasts and are availabde betwesn

0800 and 2800,

The numbers are:

Southemn England CE98 500 428

Modbern England and YWales 0BS5S 800 435

Scolland and Morthem Ireland 0588 500 434
There is an ecuivalen? night service from

specifiad hMet offices fram 2000 to 0800,

The numbers an:

Heathrow 01 745 3103
Manchesies WG 081 479 0a27T
Glasgow WG 041 221 6173
Foreczst  Pedod Cutlook  Wind walid
available e time

1B00 QBOC-1400 2000 0800
1200 1200-2000 Q200 1500
1800 1803-0200 0800 2100
Thess forecasis are not cheap, The BT rales
are B8p for 3minalthe cheap perod and £1.01 at
peak and standard rate fime, plus VAT! Tha dura-
ten of the forecast may take 4-8min degending
on the comolaxty of the wealher siuation so it
could wel cost over £2 at paas times, Clubs
withoul reuting forecasts would da well lo make
ene call gnd pin up the forecas: for al 1o see, -
Tom Eradtury. =

AN
| KENYA

———

’ gliding helidays

far b beginsers asd saperis

e sdaeaumal watruetion, fall ramind

ek, Wepiesl wwn and superb suaeane,
| tegeiker wath eaceilent accommodation

R

and food,
N =L
7 E dry

|t )

-——

5TAR LETTER

My name iz Julia and I am Six Years' old.I like the

hand gliders when I see them at Devils Dyke.They go
high.TI spoke to a hand glider pilet once,he said it
was a moya.l asked him if he just was helding on his

A TRICK OF
PERSPECTIVE

Hy friend and I were walking
our doge along Firle Beacon the other
day when he suddenly pointed in the air
and exclaimed 'Look,a Hawk." T knew a bit
better though and smilingly said "That's
not & Hawk,it's a Hang Glider.It is just
2 trick of perspective that makes it look
like & bird because it is so high up.

We stood still adniring the
graceful flight of the glider for twenty
minutes until it suddenly blew inte my
friends eye.Then we realized it was a
sweet wrapper blewing in the wind.

"Just another trick of perape-

ctive''we laughed and carried on walking.

T.Hendersaon.

®Keep it up readers.inyone else got an interesting
story about a 'trick of perspective'?

AERCDYNAMIC ALUNINIUM
GREZNHOUSES FOR SALE
CONPLETE WITI! MYLAR
ROLLER BLINDS,

SOLE AGENT
CARPARKS CRNAMERTAL

ALLOY Ce

Imagine my surprise the other day when I found

myself circling in a stoady six up over Nt Cabu

almnost immediately after
take off. As I made lazy
circles in the colé Januvar
air I thought"tiis ecan't
be real

When I suddenly
erashed into the trees T
realised it was just my
vario on upside down

Hedohns.

strangley,

The pilots said that hand gliders fly
without power but my mum says they use a
lot of electriecity because when they fly
all the lights go out in the village and:

our freezer stops working.

JULTA apgecd STIX.

When my wife and I visited Davils
Cyke to watch the Hang Gliders last week
we were disapointed to find that ne-ecne
was flying so we decided to g0 to the
cafe there for two teas and a sendwich
each, Imagine our shock when we ware then
given a bill for £42.63p. Can you explain
this price to ua.

Mr&Mrs Whitta1l

RETURNING
TO
THE FOLD

been away from you guys for agee nos

but we put it down to the weather sq

could you please let all sur old

mueh missed mates who we used to

with know we're baek on the hill je:

Otto Lillienthal Amy Johnson ete

Jaand B,

hands when he flys and he said he was also
strapped in,but another pilot said he was
strapped 'u_p more like it and laughed a kit

{Yes. They were prebably having a sale. Ed.)

ER'E BACK. Wno might you say? The

| Cackling Brothers of course, e havy

&no

£




Page 1

D, J.Keepas,

204 Chanctonbury Road.
Burgess Hill

Hest Sussex

RHL15 9HN

10.01.1988
WALLY OF THE YEAR WRITES IN

As the not so proud owner of this illustricus award I though igh i
t I might

t? tell about ag amazing revelation.The text is not about Eriting gff :;ite $
“trusty” Magic 3,Mylar i i
Mg z F.R? Y ?andwlch glider (which is another:storyjbut about ny new
Having pranged my glider I waited with trepidation for Airwawv

/ : g Lo tell me th
cost of the repair. In the meantime pondering which new glider 1 might pureh:se
Acg.LasaF,Magic;_Nhen you havn't flown for three weeks from the lack of a ‘
glider, it certainly promps for action, since Monmsieur Carnet had ane on the
ghelt. which I convinced myself was just the colours I wanted, The deal was
one .
Michael went to Australia, and I went home with m i i

) i ¥y new baby, At this stage it i

only fair to_say that Mandy (my wife) god bless her, did not get taoo baragoid L
about my moving out all the lounge furniture and partially erecting the glider
in the lounge. Well, you have to look at it dont you.

Now I had te wait a week for tha right conditions to nanife
. st themselves

Manifestation complete on the 7th Jan at the ad 1 fowi
HeiE e et vke, we llalnost. It was blowing
I waited and waited from 9am. till 3,15

m. +15pm. Oh boy 16-1B and steady. I was read
as s?erything had been checked 22 times. The only problem was my §tomach whfzhy
dlgn t want to fly, It.may have more sense than I have, here am I, the last
fllgh:fatﬁon;h ago Tearly did me in, and flying a brand new glider, not ewven
sure e hang point, (Hang point located f 6 I :
L e ap r?m glider manual,but what do Lhey
After all the checks I am ready to take off ; i i
S ¥ off, these aerofoil uprights just don‘t
Go.

A good strong run, glider flying, extra few steps to guara
are up, the extra speed converts to height and T pullgon sg;:g :éyézg ?E:sg;dwe
The rlght wing lifts, correct {t, left wing lifts; correct again, and so on 1
This Lh1ng does not handle at all 1like my nmylar sandwich Magic 3. The reaction
of the glider is totally pesitive and reacts almost instantly as opposed to the
mylar vergLon which after an input I used to have time La smoke a cigar

It dawns on me that the flying characteristics are totélly different time to
gut t:e brain into learning mode, and save a life, mine. :

rom here on 1 fly fast for 15 minutes staving in the lift, and initel
hottom of the stack, just getling the Eeel? A?ter 30 minutes of g?:;ugiiinlteiy
reduc+ng speed, heighL increased at an impressive rate, the LighEn&as o;
handling and FeSponse &re an eye opener. Now its getting dark, Lhe wind is
slightly off, making it more sensible to approach in front of the Dyke pub., With
the though; of my accident at Firle being my last flight, I set up my agpréach
;Fpm 3UEL-in front D£ the modellers bowl. Twice 1 9et pipped to the post and
fave Lo do apnether beab. Now its Wy turn amd every cow in Sussex has just :
migrated to my proposed landing area. :
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Thank the lord for Martin and Steve, they know this fella has a new glider, las!
flight a nasty, nowhere to land and the lights are going out. With whoops and
hollers they move the cows out.

How I know I could have done an Eddie Bilous war cry, but T havn't done it
before, does this really move the cows?. [ cahnobt see the point of riding
something which should bhe on a plate covered in gravy. Especially when I'm sLil]
clipped inte my glider, Thanks for the thought fella“s.

Overshot on the first appoach, did it again and a beautiful landing. On landi
someone came over to me and said "You took off in some turbulance." It was not
turbulance, it was me over compensating and looking like a no hoper, 1 sincerel,
hope this didn’L deter anyone from taking off, it did look pretty drastic.
How then who can 1 pour my heart out to, By the time I had de-rigged iL was
pitch black, and all my fellow pilots had to go and get their dinners, They d.d
disappear guick. ¢h well.

Now who's this coming. Mark Fisher as [ live and breathe. I bored him well int:
the night, He did carry ny harmess Lo my car, thanks Mark, though in retrospect
he may have had encugh of nry prattling.

5Lill a lot of flying to do before 1 get completely familiar with the new
glider, and until then I will fly slightly faster than is necessary when close
to the ground for safety, but, the point is this:-

I came from a Clubman onto a Magic¢, and abl this point it was pointed out to me
that I was to be caretful with all that extra performance and different handling.
Gaod advice.

Igot used Lo my mylar Magic and thought in my own mind that they all handled
roughly the same. Hrong.

When I bought the F.R. Michasl said to me "Zis glider compared wiz & normal
Magic 4 is steef to andle, but since you ave been flying a mylar sandwich it
will feel ©.K." What an understatenment!! If this is stiff what is a normal Mag:
4 like?:

And prompts the guestion:- How many of us know if the particular glider we {1y
has undesirable handling?, After all its probably the only glider we fly, and
when the unfamiliar becomes familiar it is normal,
Dowe know our gliders shertcomings or having got used to it, it is just norma:
flying?,

1 hops this might cause some thoudhl when the time comes to change and fly a n=.
glider for the first timeiOr even if reqular probleéms are oceurring, give it &
‘thought. Then discussz it with someone.

Geeyvou on the hill,

DAVE VeLrax :




LETTERS

WAMETSUNSET .7

Pear Editor,

I feel you nust malke it clear, that your observations
of vave lift at Dyke were made at the bottom of
the hill, vhere it had just become sunset, Unlike
condliions on top of the hill, where it was in the
process of setting., It was Great, (way out and

vay in man),

IAWFUL OF LOVDOMH ,

Editor replies: DR the sun had set at the bottom,
but the observation vas made fron the air above the
hilli Incidentally, thie was the rlight when the
Snooper first showed its ability to detect bonfires
ak a digtance of half a mile!

n - !
ANoTHer, swaf of
THE SHGC
RaNQuET,

Anyone for AGER?’

IT anyone is interested in goinz out %o hger next August with other
club menkers, please contact Cordon llarris on 01-948-5G08.,

i order,
hono Paul on

Gorool  HAdRis coNsuMmise
R PINT. AT THE SH&C
PARTY [AND PRoPRNG:

UF RicHARD LeveR]

v

= i

XMAS LEAP

By Mark Johns

On the 2ist December at about 2,00 in the afternobn, about 45 kids from
Poynings and Fulking received gifts frem Father Chrisgtmas in the bottom
landing fleld of the Devil's Dyke. This is an account of how we did it.

At 11 o' clock I arrived at the top ef the Dyke clukching my Santa ouwbfit
and & Pod bag full of presents, The wind was Westerly with a lot of ''We're
going to go South Westerly for you'' in it! My Ace looked as if it was going
to stay on the roef rack,

Andy 'Hawk! Napolitan, Tony Henderson and a chappy called John turned up to
survey the worsening conditions, By about 12,30 the vigibility was down to
nothing at the top and it looked as if Plan B had to be used: Russ Crowley
and hig trike,

After a gquick bite to eat we arrived at the hottom of the Dyke to discowver
that the mist had cleared 100 feet below the top of the bowns, Russ decided
he could fly alohg from Aerial Arts to the bottom of the Dykeunder the mist
and land in the 'pimple' field, At 1.00 we arrived at the Aerial Arte factory
and set up the trike., I legged it up to the factory to see if Nick could
clear our take off with the farmer, Thig was 0.K. (thanks Nick) and at 1.50
Russ and T powered out of the mud and crap that passed for an airstrip and
headed for the landing field, Ve arrived over about forty five ecstatic kide
and Russ put on a display of How to lMake Father Christmas Poop Himgelf, hefore
landing beautifully a few yards away from our audience.

The presents were handed out and the kids all trooped off afier posing for
the photographer from the Brighton Evening Argus, Fuse and T took off and
loitered in the cover of the mist until all the children had mOne,

Back in the landing field we packed up and retired to my flat to watch the
video Andy had made of the whole event.

I would 1like to thank all those who turned up on the day, especially Russ
Crowley, who turned his trike into & mud ball in the terrible conditions,

I think that the Southern Club Earned itself a millien Hrownie points with
the local residents and perhaps relieved s littls of the tension surrounding
the future of the Dyke,

I would also like to thanlt my girlfriend Sue for helping to wrap sixty odd

ashaped presents and then manage to put herself into hospital for four days
by headbutting the planet so that she would not get in the wayl




HOTE ON SUNGLASSES

ULTRAVIOLET IS THE MOST HARMPUL RADIATION. IN RANGE GOING FROM 450 nm
{just wvisible) to THE SHORTER WAVELENGTH »>250nm (non visible].We are
LUCKEY IN THAT MOST OF THE SHORT WAVE 0.V, IS ABSORBED BY THE ATMOSPHERE
{TCO PRODUCE 0} i.e. THE OZONHE LAYER)AND THE ADITIONAL MOISTURE 1IN THE
ATMOSPHERE SORTS OUT THE REST . HOWEVER IF YOU ARE GOING TO FLY HIGH IN

DRY CLEAR AIR,EXPECT TO MEET SOME HARMFPUL U.V. (EVEN AT SEA LEVEL WE HAVE
PROBLEMS) THE MORAL IS MAKE SHAW YOU ARE WEARING SUNGLASSES THAT SCREEN
OUT HARMFUL U.V. [AND NOT EVERYTHING ELSE)AND THAT IF ¥YOU ARE GOING TO FLY

AT VERY MHIGH LEVELS WEAR YOUR "U.V." GLASSES.

CHRIS BARTRAM

Ay TIMES H;\NG_Gmbma ;o/r/sr.
Pendry’s perfect score

Bnghl. A:;lnlsa (AFF) — M;': Flying conditions have been

Great Britain, the perfect so far, with steady winds
[ d:l’: ing champion, led his :nd. strong thesmals, hmymy:_
qualifying grou with a_maxi- uued s have proved a
mum score of points in i
e wond championsdot here. s ara 5 nmm makes them
er Q“ﬂ'&ln& the kargest in the world, are a
4 wuwm Ataded by met ﬁ%-;&:ingummﬂmm

T Isa.

a.gfmo nu, Jim Le:mm
1,969 and Ted Boyse with 1950, (0 wng | T 1 chomue ot
The championships, bg:in; s th Wg\mi?l &

hekd in Auswralin for ihe first 1960 8 J Lod {51, 1.969: 5.
time, have attracted compet: Uzw?'m:’érm-w 3
itors from a record 31 countries,  1855: 10, K Haey (Can), 1,85

Eagles dive on hang-gl:dmg Britons
TImMES By Ronald Faux

‘The ambition of every hang-glider pilotis  talled exgles. One n bird maden5in  powerful thermals is so great that it
to emulate the birds, but the British team  rip in one wing and the second googed an  recently buckled the lecal railway line,
defending its wmorld champion fitle din 8 in by 10 in bole in the other Irlng He

Australia s succeeding beyond the  also landed safel ﬂmﬂd ® new wing was uﬂg“ﬂﬁ;mh&"mﬂﬂ 4
dreams of Icares. Two pilots making lazy  flown out to him Britain. Keavily soonbired Rasrican and At

C™ rea e

/TH JANUARY AT THe DYKE

il of abou
g

First day its on at the e 300
with a varying windspeed of 12 to 23 Lnots th o wealk
of high pressure just edpging in. One forecast said ; inds would moderate

throughout the day,but this did not ococur until approxinately 3 o'elocls,

I was down at the Dylie hefore 9 o'eloci as I expected the wind te be less
strong then, As I ripgged up on my own, anotler pllot arrived and started
rigging his hoe, It extremely cold so I rigoed up in three rarts, in
hetwaen getting After checling rmy Ace RN and clipping in T had the
bious honous baing the first pilot 4o fly the Dyke in 1903, iy tale
off was smooth but the lift was poor, After about five minutes in the gusty
strongish wind, T arrived at about 300 feet above take off, It was graet
though jJust flying...... especially as the Testive holir ¢ bean so useles
I did manage one deys win ns-in a fresh south westerly, On my fivst
my best heizht main was 360 ATO, but it ily lost in the hﬂmrj ginkt
was encountered from time to time, then taking a clese look at the hillll
. Boopn the other Ace milot foined me, After that Mark Tool off on hiz Magle,
45 minutes latb =3 4 idly on ny approach, T
migjudeed 514 The wind was a litile
stronger than 1

e two pilote vho vere
3 ampty. So we descende’ on
Mang zgliding,

By now, 11 o'clocic, tha wind
Tlying were just parhed into
the pub and dran: coffee and

the wind to drop
ile wasn't disappointed

Dave HKeepax had
this would te his
at about 2 o'cloc
arrived and ouici:ly
aff, Liolipped ain - and
alrspace and averyong wa

ingz the moat

The sun was low in the:clear west sky
of polaroids is an ahsolute must in theae conditions) I didn't
I would lilie aprroaching the norts bo ap 1 ilew alang the Tru
thereaboutz, o I could see all the rliders, The lichi's fadi

in and landed, pot ny glider away angd on the car before it's dark,

and: causinz a. very bad glare { a ,»Mr

I wonder when 1t will be opn at the Byke azain?

Eddie Horsfield

circles in the sky abave Victorla have
been mistaken for birds and aitacked by
territorially minded

Mr Led Hull, from Buxtoa, Derby-
shire, was flying his glider from
Murmungee Lookeut when he was
swiroped on by & ﬂrr]ons eagle which tore
the fabric of his wing and ripped away the
elastic holding one of his wing batlenL
He [nnded safely.

Three days later Mr Tony Hughes,

from Lockeridge, Wiltshire, was al-
tacked in his hang glider by two wedged-

‘The British pilots believe that their
bright red hang gliders may 'behavinﬁ:he
same effect on the w&leu a5 il mlght
on bulls. Otherwise egtm
the eagles’ aggress| rmcrmi l'or
the British team, llh.ich 15 facing intense
competition defending its titles,

Mr Jobhn Pendry, of Brighton, East
Sussex, the world and European hang-
glid{nn champion and capiain of the

ritish team, reports that conditions in
Victoria are quite unlike anything in
Britain, The ground heai seeding the

territory againsta much bi}ger bird they

lian pilots rely on sleek fleets of support

vehicles, the British flyers, who are

largely gelf-financed, make do with a

tn el:t‘inl of old bangers that wheze and

break down in the desert heat, Despite all

the handicaps, Britaln still remains
favourite to retain the title,

An official of the Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds sald of the sagles’
behavioor: “It is not really bad hut guite
natoral, They are simply defending their

think is trying toe move in.

I
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Cartoon sent by Hawk
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SAFETY AND NUMBERS

3 January 1988

Dear Maric,

In responge to your editorial in the December Windsock congerning safety at
the Dyke, .My views are as follows, and considering I hawve been flying the
nyke regularly for 12 years now, in practically all conditions the weather
has thrown at me, I feel competent to comment on the following,

Firetly, on any good day at the Dyke in a North Vesterly (you may say when!)
well the air is generally going to be overcrowded, and quite a few of the
members or non merbers won't have flown for a long time. The inexperienced
ones with low air time are most wvulnerable when they got inte a tight
sltuation. Flying in crowded conditions, especially when the 1Lift band
narrows, means even more crowded airspace. Eemenber a pilet's vigion is
always about 20 per cent obscured, (At leagt! —- Ed) Two pilobs in close

proximity in say turbulent air can easily be in an airmiss or worse situation,

T could write pages on these situations, but....., to the second poink.

Fer some time now people have been coming into the sport and are soaring
pretty quickly, and some are going onto hotships which can be quite easy to
fly in good conditions, but it is always the take off and landing that are
critical, They just don't have the necessary sirtime, experience of so many
different conditions, etc. In an incident close %o the hill, an experienced
pllot has a very good chance of responding irmediately to the situation, but
the low airtime novice hag impacted with the hill before he can make any
response. I feel that people joining the club with low airtime should do &
aot mumber of hours on 4th generation gliders before progressing to hotships.,

The parapente pllots will make the situation at the Dyke even more tensea.
I am not happy with the situation at the Dyke,

Perhaps the first consideration of the flying parachutes is financial—-
Agents selling the parachutes— whether it will make the Dyke more crowded
or dangerous seems secondalVa..

The modellers don't always ebserve the temporary rule of only flying in the
bowl. In certain wind directions, they move cut of the bowl on occasions.
I have had words with one or twe modellers, one was quite arrogant, I felt
like throwing him down the howl but common sense stopped me.

T suppese if anything I am slightly against the modellers, there are some
nice ones but in the past at 1ill Hi1l it was a 'Them & Us' situation,

Then they argued that they were there first, When the dispute was going on
between the SMGC and the Adur Dietrict Council they used to ring the pelice
when we Tlew, So I have a slightly pessimietic view of all modellers., I
vould advise all piloks to check whether they have proper insurance cowvear,
and also that they know the site rules.

Yours faithiully,

EODEIE HORSFILELD

_HAWK FOLLIES
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T T YOUNG O
39 OLD TYE AVE.
BIGGIN HILL,
KENT, TNI6 3NA
Tel. 0©959-71706

QUALITY REPAIRS, SERVICES
AND INSPECTIONS ON ALL
MAKES OF GLIDERS,

Un:de:c‘taﬂ{en by experienced
microlight/hang glider
builders and sailmakers,
Fast turnaround.

Ring evenings for estimate,
ULTRALIGHT ENGINEERING,
FOYMINGS (079156) 235,
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Santa Claus disguised
as Mark Johns

Would you buy a used car

from this man?

, g T w5
il wark and Maggie
il (Mark Johns ook this one)

Johnny and Diane

Photographs by Mark Fisher

Bl Samdoraon, Bosl  Hogeaior Awatrl

Joe 90 and Chris Bartram
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GRAPEVINE

BY MUCKRAKER,

WMndaoeis o o oannonnces the appointment of TV/0 overacas correspondenis,
They pet this responzibility in return for having their indsoclis posted
thousande of miles each nonth! 1, Dave Evans (congrats on your PhD, we
won't ocall you the flying doctor) has joined the brain drain and gone

to Maryland, USA {not the best hang gliding area, but he has his reasons!)
2, Brian Vebbk is our Australian correspondent, end has promised to keep
the ¢lub infermed aboul the scene over there, ]

Unfortunately they haven't corresponded yel.....

HE RGN AT RT BN R EE R

only one pound on the annual BHGA subscription would allew Win-z! to
be produced in colour Bix times & year,..., That's about 4 per cent
of the cost of an aerofoil uprighi., e

{(Source: Tim Hilliams.)

FHAER IR A HEEREHERNAEREHES

Mews on the Thermal Snooper front:It has now proved itself as an sxcellent
Bonfire Detector! a solitary bleep tells you the fire i1s some way ofT,
whereng if it is close to the ridge and burning well, the thing poes
apeshit,

EFEAEEEERHELEL R ANR AR ERERE
vatch out in Feb Winss for a story concerning the SHGC.....
'h‘ﬂ‘&-ﬂ&ti!****i*!i-ﬂ!*iﬂﬂ

Sussex Colleze of llang Glidins are now officlal agents in Englanc for

the Bonfive Detector, even though these devices were only previously
abtainzbls direct from the facteory, With nearly two dollars te £he pound,
its probably werdh the trip oub there te get ons at 98 dollars,.,..
(Source: Disilos Irc,., Alabema, USA,)

HEXFREHBEREEREEL BB HEN

Crapeving hears from a reliable source in the FPhotographic Trade, that
Nuracell batteries are not always what they ssem,... They are nmade in
‘er licence that even Duracell themselves hawve

FREE TO FULLY PAID UP MEMBERS, OTHERWISE A FEE OFE1 IS PAYABLE.
ALL ADS WILL BE RUN FOR 3 MONTHS ONLY UNLESS RENEWED.

SMALL ADS

llemote air release for wing:
mounted canmera, Anpprox 20
feel lonz. Ag new, £2,00)
linpk 0273 €32470 T q/an

-

MAGIC 4 166, Low airtims,
Hylar 1l/e, 1 spere aerofoil
upright, Condition as ney,
Phone; llark Yoodhame 10,87
0273 501043

CLUBHATT 160, Hlue mylar

1/, ralnbow u/s, speerbar,
new lover rigeing, very sood
nodleut, outflies othar
Clubmans, Phone: Ande on
Watiford (0823) Slacs on

i Curnet at fly Syatems,
Frice; £675,

JOHNNY ROTOR LTD
THIS MONTH: <2
JET 6:&% ¥

EXO .
EﬁTEEIﬁWz L

14 383,
L 3

TO LET: Glider storase spice
to let, near Dvle, £2 per uweel
Steyning 812070,

1a/67

Lindsay Ruddock Microvario:
Digital, white case, with
mounted Diplex altimeter

Both instruments in perfect
working order and good conditian
Ideal first vario/altimeter,

*Eﬁ Mark Fisher. 0273-832478,

ek d ek dddedk kA R

HAGIC & 160, ¥2ifrenge
mylar 1je, Ducellent
condivion,
Fhone Davic
Q273=-450810

MAGIC 4 166 DARK BLUE
MYLAR L/E LIGHT BLUE
UNDERSURFACE 4.4 ounce
CLOTH,VB, S/BAR,llmnths
 OLD EXC COND GOOD ALL
. ROUND PERFORMANCE

£1300 ono Ian Carrington
Smith (0273)507582

FOR SALE RB VARIO & THOMMEN
ALTI, VERY GOOD CONDITION

£125 ono LAURIE ADEY
(0424) 434093

fg7

SOLAR STORN: = medium. Blus/

AERIAL ARTS SATYR 140:

| so mapy countries now o orange/yollow, pood corl, ;
Il wacn linovm to import cheap coples of their own product! The Duracell nice handling, owner moving H?ghwefio:;:;cé rsg g\}]’jar 1/e.
copies are non allizline batteries, which are half flat by the tize they onto 5th men zlider, £2 surfage glider E;(Ce'lluenlt!
| get here, and are liable to leek if left in equipment too loncii.ues phone Robert on 0L 454 0416, handiing SEE"EM‘U& table
| arned, ... (Eromley) L/55 ) £300 ono Mark Johns
| PRt EETHEHHERT RIS 50 3834384,
"o ig fthiz man vho slgns hinmelf Lawful of London anyway?ervses tof57
A7 AR 4R 3 3 0 R 0 S SRR S AR M A RSN
- T BOh e e s Gl e
LE X RHB UGN ER B S il ]_‘l‘\ "p":( pre " "1]‘_(_]\"]?
| Tl Lal,  cver > zlide
|l one very care’ul lady avmer
| =] Brhess r nvwnilable
Phone Jane: 0737 Loy
| i
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|
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