POD LITE. Alreadsyi the choice of hun-
dreds of pilofs, + competition and
novice alike, Available in a range of
lively colours and the oplion of Thinsu-
late lining. Made to order, TO SUIT
YOU ..o ireemmseeriomeeneens rOME248,

ACE SPORTIhe ultimate blend of
perfarmonce, handling, quality and
value. The Ace Sport comes with, V.B.,
speed bar, reirlfogced mylar trailing
edge, flouro coldurs, aerofoil tube

and o spare upright ...... just £1545.

LS

Airtime, Portilade Station,
©  Porfland RoadfHove, Sussex
. BN35SG. f

Telephone Bﬁwﬁ-{)ﬂ-}ﬂ%m ;

b o0 R

TR
1

AIRTIME SHOP. The sama altantion
fo detail and quality so evident in the
Pod Lite, also applies to all the sar-
vices that Airtime have fo offer,

* Take advantage of our same day
mail/phone order service (Accuss,
Visa) when you need a PARACHLUITE,
VARIO, ALTI, OZEE, X/C BAG, MAP
HOLDER, PITCHY, BAR MITTS, XC
CRAZY “T" SHIRT, HELMET and
much much more (see classifiod far
details). Or if you are passing, drop
infor a coffee, and a chat about your
hang gliding needs. . .

~ DECEMpER 1988 ~
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HUAFTING To .
BON,T FORGET TO BOOK YOUR TICKETS FROM ANY OF THE COMMITTER
MEMBERS . ALSO SEE INSIDE ABOUT THE COACH THAT IS AVAILAELE
REMEMBER THAT LAST YEARS PARTY WAS FULLY BOOKED AND THOSE THAT
BID NOT GET THHR TICKETS EARLY LOST OUT,
§0 RING NOW
— papp— e

e
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CHATRMAN

Johnny Carr = 'Tillershaw', North Common Road, Wivelsfield Green, Sx. (D444 B&) 217
TREASURER 7

Peter Day - 112 Costwold Way, Tilehurst, Reading, Berks. (0734) 421481

SECRETARY =

Oriole Goepel - 180 Mangleton Valley Drive, Hove, Sx. (02Z¥3) 419645

MEMBERSHIP

Mark Johns — 17 Blackthornes, Hurstpierpoint, West Sx. (0273) 834084

SITES OFFICER :

Chris Bartram — 21 G&H Campbell Road, Brighton, BNL1 4QD (0273) 682499

COACH 4

Eddie Bilous — FREEFLIGHT H/G SCHOOL, 274 New Church Road, Heve, Sx. (0273) 411239

SAFETY / ACCIDENT INVESTIGATOR
Rodney Lees - 22 Hempstead Road, Saltdean, Brighton BNZ 83D (0273) 300328

AIRSPACE
Kevin Pickering - 9 Dldlands Avenue, Keymer, Hassocks, W 8x, (079 1B) 6319

COMPETITICONS
Andy Kirkham — 73 Wakehurst Drive, Southgate, Crawley, W Sx. (0293) 27662

SOCTAL
(vacant)

TOWING
Mick Perrin - Truleigh Sands Farm Cottage, Edburton, Henfield, W Sx. (079 156) 235

WINDSOCE EDRITOR
Mark Fisher - b6 Western Road, Hurstpierpeint, Sussex. (0273) 832478

Chris Bartram - (see SITES)

CLUB SOLICITOR 7

Tony Mclaren = Thomas Egpar & Son, 5 East Pallant, Chichester, Sussex,
H - (DZ&S\J 786111 W = (0243) 773457

PARAGLIDING REP i

Brian Webb - 31 Higha}.ifffourt, Rottingdean, East Sx. (0273) 34644

3

e e I “

November.,., sometimes good for Flying, sometimes bad. ‘This year
it was bad in my reckoning... Let's put it down to the Greenhouse
Effect and stop using aerosols. Oh well the thermal season is
not too far away: 10,000 miles if vyoure a world class pilet, or
three months if you're an ordinary mortal, According to Mr
William Foggitt the forecaster who bases his predictions on the
behaviour of animals and other observations of nature, ik dis
going to be a very hard winter. It certainly seems to have
started early this year, bhut we can only hope he is wrong, and
that the flying season starts unusually early next year,,.

Don't forpet to erder your tickets to the Xmas Party, to he held
this year at Beachy Head. There will be a coach service from the
Brighton area, so there's no excuse for not coming, Order

early to avoid disappointment, and if you entered the competition,
don't forget to claim your free ticket® Unfortunately this will
be the last event until someone volunteers to be the new Social
Secretary, so make the most of it!

Any volunteers???
See you in the sky. fly safe and warm.

Mark Fisher

PS5 : Happy Christmas, and a Merry new (flying) year to all our
members. Takp jp easy




CLUB NIGHT

WELL ,HMICHAEL FISH GAVE A DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF HOW THE HET OFFICK
PUT TOGETHER THERE FORECASTS.DID YOU KNOW THAT THE U.K.BRACKNEL HEAD
OFFICE HOUSES THE WORLDS HOST FOWERFUL WEATHER COMFUTOR, ALSO THAT THE
U.K., IS THE WORLDS CENTRE FOR WEATHER INFORMATION. MICHAEL GAVE AN
EXCELLENT PRESENTATION WHICH TURNED OUT NOT ONLY INFORMATIVE BUT ALHO
HUKOROUS. {SOHE OF THE LETTERS THEY GET ARE AMAZING).THE TURN OUT WAH
APROX 82 PEOPLE WHO ENJOYED EVERY MINUTE. PERHAPS WE CAMN PERSUADE [I1H

TO DO ANOTHER LECTURE?. A& FEW OTHER THINGS THAT BECAME EVIDENT DURING
THE LECTURE WEERE 1/ THE CLUB MAY BE ABLE TO HAVE [TS OWN MICEOD CLIMATE
FORECAST SERVICE FOR SUSSEX WITH OUR OWN ACCESS FHONE NUMBER. (WE ARE AT
PRESENT [NVESTIGATING THIS) 2/ THE FORECASTS THAT THE MET DEFICE RUT
OUT ON B.B.C. ARE VETTED (EDITED) BY THE B.B.C. CONTROLLER. THIS I8 WHY
SOME OF YOU MAY HAVE NOTICED THAT THE PRESSURE MAP HAS BEEN RENOVED FROH
THE 2.25PH FORECAST.ALSO THAT THE B.B.C. INTEND TO FURTHER LIHIT THE
SERVICE. PLEASE NOTE THE LETTER TOQ TIH WILLIAMS IN THIS WINKDSOCK.

CHRIS BARTEAHN

" PARTY NIGHT -

COACH SERVICE, .
IT IS INTENDED TQO PROVIDE A COACH THAT WILL DEPART FROM BRIGHTON TRAIN
STATION TO BEACHY HEAD PUB AND RETURN. THE SERVICE 1S TO GIVE PEOPLE
THE OPORTUNITY NOT TO DRINK AND DRIVE. THIS SERVICE 1S BEING JOINTLY
FINANCED BY CHARRINGTONS AND THE COST TO MEMBERS WILL ONLY BE £1-50
PER HEAD.HOWEVER NUMBERS ARE LIHITED SO I1F YOU WOULD LIKE TO TAKE THE
COACH ,BOOK WITH ME NOW!!! I HUST KNOW BEFORE TUESDAY 13th DECEMBER.
PHONE CHRIS BARTRAM..0273 682493

NOTE THAT THE COACH WILL LEAVE BRIGHTON STATION BY 7.00pm AND KETUEN
WHEN THE PARTY FINISHES.

FLEASE NOTE.. | MADE AN ERROR ON LAST HONTHS WINDSOCK.THE TI1CKETS
THAT ARE FEEE FOR PILOTS TAKING PART [N THE CHARRINGTONS
CHALLENGE,DID NOT INCLUDE YOUR SPOUSE, SORRY

e =

Charrington and Company Limited

L ]
Gharrmgt(jn Anchor House:
Mile End
London E1 4U1
Telephone: 01:790 1860 Fax ext: 3394
Telex: 341434 HASSCM G
Dirgclors Office Fax: 01-791 2481
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Mr <o Bartram
LIFTyEE Gk H
Camoppetl Boad
Erighton

East Susssy ISth  November 1988

Uear Ghrs,
RE; Charrington Hang Siiding chal lenyge

Ly presentqtion evaning for  the tharrington  Hang Gliding
allenge w~1i1 take @placse at  the Scuthern Hang Gliding Clubs
gtmgs Farty on Saturday 17th December At the Beachy Heao
I, B=achy Head., Eastbourng,

A2 3 paezicroag1ng D10t your enbry wiill be fres and in order teo
S' i your  Trge  Liokel o you mst  gonbdct  Johnny o Sacn at
i EFShaw, Nortr Common  Road, Wiversfiels Green, Sussex, (e
Lessphone fop on addd 5l 217, 1o may invite guests teo attend and
may purchase further tickets from Johrnny Sarr at £6.00 each,

The price of the ticket inciudes a not buffet and a disco,., and
th2 cinmetaple for the evening 1s as follows:

S, 00pMm  GUesCs arrive
&, 0=-10.00 puffet
L0000 presentat ion
Disco untal t.00am

We crust yol will be able Lo Joim us on Lhis presencation avaning,

TL.nS gincarely,

NMOTE, THIS LETTER FROM MAUREEN, GIVES
PETAILE OF CLUB PARTY, Bur vyou cAns

ALY G CET TICKET | FROM ALe coiim, vred

MEMBER T,
a.

Registered Mo, 53233 England  Registered Office: Anchor Hosse Mile End Londan B4 4UL A Hass Company




Now IT cam BE TOoLb; &
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DRIVINGZ

THE DEADLIEST 5PORTT
P Le

FOR YEARS, HANG GLIDING HAS BEEMN
COMSIDERED DANGEROUS, PEOPLE
ARE COMFUSING *HANG GLIDING"
WITH THANG DRIVING, A HAZARDOUS
SPORT DEVELOPED SIMULTANEOUSLY,

ON THE RoAp, THE MosT
FEARSOME DRIVER IS THE
PILOT, A SOAMRABLE DAY
CAUSES HiMTo 'MiNDLOCKS HE

15 EASILY DISTRACTED BY SHALL
CUMIE S AND SCARING REDTAILS,

THESE CowaARDLY CURS OFTEN
DRAG “VOLUNTEERS" UP HAZARDOUS
ROADS, ONLY TO FLY oFF THE ToR
LEAVING THE DRIVER (USUALLY A
NEW DATE} To 8TRUGGLE Dow/nl
THE ROAD IM A NEWICLE WITH BAD
BRAKES AND LOOSE CLUTCH..

LAaw ENFORCEMEMNT AOEMNCIES
HAVE WISED UE DIsTRIBUTING
BuLLETIFS To ALL orficeRs,
THEY CoMNTAIN INFORMATION On
IDETIFIcATION, LOCATION AKD
HABITS oF THE nome miolag
“Hano DRivERS,”

EVEN WHE™ APPREHENDED,
IT 15 HARD TO GET THEIR
ATENTION,

OccAsIONALLY THE HANG
DRIVER WILL CcUT OFF THE
WRONG PERSOMN, His omLY
HoPE THE™ 1S A SWIFT SET
UP AND LAUNCH,

&

'

AT CERTAIN RIDGE SITES,
THE LOCALS BECOME CRAZED
WHEMN THE WIND BLOWS,
SEE AMND AVOID |5 THE
TICKET HERE ,

SAFETY HetmeT

MusT BE ALE 15
PROTECT HEAD
FROM IMPACT OF
TIRE [Roh sLiiNG
By 300 LB BIKER

ﬂ
(o

..; il RESTRAINT
i —

HARNESS,

SELF- DEPLOYIN
AR BAG A |

FINALLY, THE NTS B HAS FOCUSSED

ITs ATENTION T2 HANG DEWING,

ABOVE, WE SEE SoME OF THE
SAFETY GEAR THAT MAY BECOME
MAMNDATORY.
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INCIDENT AT BEACHY HEAD — 22 Oclober

Last Windsock we published a news cultting from the Sun abouk

&4 hang gliding accident at Beachy Head. After much investbigation
Rodney Lees, our new Safety Officer has traced the pilot involyed
and received a letter of apology...

that two pilets from another club ecame down Lo Beachy

It appears
Without seeking a site

Head having never flown there before.
briefing from a local pilot, one of them advised Lhe other one,
a novice, to Ltake off and head off down the cliffs to the

who was
worse, the wind was off to the

lighthouse... To make matters
sgoubh eask,, .

The rasult of this was that he couldn't pet back, and went down
A rescue helicopter was called out and Ehe pilot

an the rocks.
The glider was

was taken off to hospital with a broken finger.
also damaged .

SHEE members all know (don't they??) that the cliffs (and top
landing) are P2 rated,
S0, if you -see anycone on any of our sites who does nol seem Lo
know the rules, pive them a site briefing whether they ask or

nok, .. it gould save a nasty accidents It could alse prevenl us

loging a site.

and that novices should enly fly the Bowl.

SecrelUs
fighter

Signs in the clouds

Cirrostratlis

By Dick Flig,

London Weather cmire Altostratus

(Base 8,000
20,00011t) 2

| | }iFOR proleasional weather observ:
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raln, drizzle, gle.) Fregquonity snow | biankeiol waler droplets; aptly de-

Dolonied by pilots in fight alr-
crafl who dly by aye, sliatus [$ a
By the lime the cloud bag has | fascinating r.lobud o \.\:ﬂﬂ It g:;
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Rotor Rooters
Students attempt to build
d human-powered helicopter

n the early 1490's Leonarde da Vin-

et outlined his version ofa human-

powered helicopter: a contraption
topped by a helical propeller carved
out of wood. It will hot work, Nearly:
half a millennium later a team of bud-
ding cngineers armod with CRMPUILeTs
and lightweight synthetic materials
havt come up with a new design, 1t
does not work cithur—yel,

The students at the California Poly-
technic State Universly hope to break
this fronticr in flight soon, Cal Poly's
so-called da Vinel Project was born in
1981, soon after the American Heli.
copter Society established the $25. 000
lgor I Sikorsky Prize for builders of
tlhje_'ﬁr__s[ human-powered helicopler.
Since then the project has consumed
100000 in donations—as well as free
compuler time, materials and advice
from several acrospace companics—
and countless hours of studens! limue,

A spokesman for the helicopier so-
cicty says the da Vinel Project is "un.
questionably™ the front-runner among
several contendoers fincluding a retired
acronautical engineerand fruil farmor
in Oregon) lor the Sikorsky prize,
don't know about that," says William B,

Patterson, the project's faculty adviser
from the start, "bul we are certainly
the most dogped and determined.”
The group has evolvied as studoenrs
graduate and as interest Nares and
subsides, but its hapes still rest on
disign that was chosen in the firs)
year alter extensive theoaretical siud.
1es, The cralt consists of a stationary
cyele lopped by a giant rotor with A
propeller on each tip, The drive mech.
amism 1s somewhal indireel. As (he
pilol pedals, he ratates o spool that

takes up polyethylene string w
around the shafts af (ho pﬁ;puf;ll;?f
causing them 1o spin and in tuen H;
push the rotor around, The pilor ped-
als_‘- until the siring breaks ta cammon
mishap) or comes to its end which
takes about five minutes, .

The students found out carly that
the machine cannol be lesied oul-
doors; the slightest broese blows i
over. Tosts have taken place in the
Cal Poly gym and, moro recently, in a

l'!am;:ﬂr al a MeDonnel) IJnuglas'planr.
Years of 1ests and modifications failed
togeta hop oul of a eraft whose rotor
was 102 feet wide, Last year the sty
dents revamped the machine and gave
it a new, 140-foot-wide rolor made of
carbon fiber and plastic foam, During
d testin November a guy wire snapped
and both propellers were smashed.
The students replaced the propellers,
designed a new guy-wire system and
ran another test in the spring. '

During the initial run the machine
teetered and skidded so wildly that
several participants grabbed on to jts
frame. Suspecting they might have
k:_zplz the craft from lifting off, they
decided “just 1o let it do what it wan|-
ed"‘in the next run, Seott Larwood, a
senior who manages the project, re-.
calls, As the cyclist pedaled furiously,
the craft abruptly keeled over, snap-
ping off a rotor blade.

The team hopes to redesign the ro-
tor this surnmer and retest the craft in
the fall. The students have apparently
lowered their sights as a resull of thaeir
seibacks, “The eraft we have now we
don't believe will win the Sikorsky
prize,” Larwood says, noting thal to
win the prize a craft must rise 10 feet
Inte the air as well as hovering for
a !:ulr minute, "We just want to hoyv-
er’ he says. “That would sull be 2
world record,! — L




Top ten tips for glider

overhoul
TRIED AND TESTED

(takan from the north Yorks
HOC newsletber)

There comes 2 tme in the hife of each and every

pilot  when we decds (6 renovate our [aith-
ful awrcralt in preparabon for the busy year ahead,
The maore of ganused among you will of course have
done this dunng the long winter months, but [or
newcomers Lo Lhe sport, who have perhaps just
bought a somewhat tired \'wg and are eager to getat
sored and pet airborne, here are afew nps on how
10 do the jyob with a minumum of tools and a max-
mum of domesnc disrupton. ..

Firstly the sa should be taken from the arrframe,
U possible without the use of a bread knife or the
wile's best saseors There s a correct way of remov:
ing the sail rommosl gliders butthe methodis
asecret (o the highly respecied Masonic Guild of Sail
Mabers and 15 therefore abeent (rom the instruction
manual — so don't bother looking! Trial and error,
maostly error, will hopefully show you the way.

My own patented lechnigue involved sucking
the nose over the neiphbour’s fence to umpale |Eon a
poet, fellowed by pulling al the sall from the rear,
This undoubted]y produces resulls, albeil not very
useful ones — | pulled the fence down, This didn't
really matter as most fences are ugly and unsightly
anyway, but the flattened sweetpeas caused my
wale 1o make a few remarks thal could not be said
“with [howers'.

Use a frytng pan v good saucepan tobeat oul the dirt.

Mext, the mud must be removed from Lhe sail, so
1 suggest that you pul the fabric inlo the washing
machine. Setif for fast coloureds wath big-wash and
asuds spin, |l you don'tawn a washing maching put
itin thesink or bath and tread it like a Frenchman at

¥

CONTRIBUTIONS: These are always welcome, Please write clearly, or if possible,
Eype single spaced on A4, Please snclose SAE if any materfal is to be returned.
Send to Mark Fisker (address at front of Windsock). I1f wniting an article, a

small photo of you would be useful,

Advertising: Members ads are free,

A1l commercialsads are charged as follows:

1/6 page E12 per year; 1/3 page’EZE per year; Full page £5 per issue, or £45

per year.

VIEWS EXPRESSED IN HWINDSOCK ARE NOT NECESSARILY THOSE DF THE SHGC COMMITTEE OR

THE  EDITORS.
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By subile pulling, pushing, leverimy and wellying, ease
out the kink.. 2

grape harvest time. (This operation s best done
while the wifois vut shopping) .

Do nat, howaver, stand in the sink asib may crack
the poreclain and, more ynportandy, tear the sl 1F
you must use the sink make sure you have a frying
pan or a good saucepan handy tu beat out the dirt,

‘Orice cleaned, it should be spread over the lawn (o

dry, or if the weather is inclement 1t can b ypread
aver the lounge by careful use of picture hooks. This
allows it todry thoroughly 5o that youcan inspect it
for holes.

The carpel will soak up the drips if you use the
indoor methed, I you don't own a carpet, and you
won'l i you are trendy bike me; you wall probably
haye floor boards shewing in wlich case the drips
will help clean the floor, as well as jeaving that
pluasant textured finish which all praperties of
character display-

Now we come to the nitty-giatty — the frame
strip down. This 1s best done @i the stairs where the
aircrait can be pliced full length and you can work
sitting in comfort regardless of tie weather, Some
basic tools are necessary, my peronal cholce being
tho bread-knife, a pair of plicrs and the boys® bicycle
spanners. When the frame is in preces, clean it with
a new bath towel: you will find butter or WD 40 a
great help in this eperation. Dot forgetio serapeall
{he brown arcas with a bread-knife until they shine,

Pul the serews, nuts and bolty somewhere safe.
Again, the butter dishis handy as they stick in place
and the butter won't harm the metal, (Bul please re-
member to scrape the dirt off the sutter afterwards,
as kids with stomach ache are a major dislraction
when the serious business of {efthing s under way).

AL this time it might be aiso be advisable lo
straighten the bread-knife wath a hammer and fix
the vacuum cleaner so that it blows instead of suck-
ing. Having done this, blow out the varous Wibes
and then blow the dirt around the fiouse until it thing
out and vanishes. This method i indispensible as
overyone admures o clean and efficient craftsman,

Mexl, examinethe tubing, [fyca find a bend then
the following httle trick will provi mind-bogglingly
usetul Find a hole in the fence (theune on the olher
side, thats still standing) push in hetube lo a point
near the bend and then by use 3t subtle pulling,

pushang levering and wellying, case out the kink.

Wires need careful treatment tpo, su souk thenin
aiby wter in g lurpe saucepan, [ have been dold that
My wirtsare ‘maring quality” sowaler must be pood
jor tiem, Anyway, il they are used (0 sading din-
ghics then they are pood enouph (or
Adter all, youwdon'l hear of many dinghies crashing,

The little eye tings at the end of the wires do
tend Lo pop oul, but fear nat, by judicious use of the
bread-knife and a hammer they can be replaced, [Put
(he wiresback ontheaireralt more or less where they
came from and, should you find one too long, o swilt
dukke in the boy's Scout manual will demonstrate
the wonders of a sheepshank:

Personally lean't secanything wrong in'this pro-
cedure butaf those highly technical tips inhindsock
arc anything to go on; then knots are fruwned upon;
you must be your own judge. [ do believe however,
that much of this mainienance should be cartied out
afier your wife has gune ta bed with a headache. |
may be old-fashioned, but | reckon precision engi-
neeriny iy a man's Wark,

Finally, knowiny that you have dunc a grand job,
put thi preces together and stand back 1o admirean
abrcralt that looks like new. Don't worry (f you have
a fow odds and ends [eft over — thisis quite normal.
Just put the bils intu the large saucepan (you didn'l
wash il up, did you?) and lake them logether with |
your airerafl to the nearest dealer. |

Alter he has got over the initial shock uf sewing
your aireraft in immaculate condition he will proba.
bly sneak in a trick question, usually What the
bloody hell have we got here?. He really wanls lo

"What the bioody hell have we got here?

know your mainlenande seqets, so buir wath hium
and try and be helpful; professional jealousy 1.8
cross we craftsimen have to bear 3

All that's lcft then 16 to find a check priot, Now in
my experience hey are a funny lot, never al home
when you ring, always so reluctant when you meet
thom onthe hill —and always on haliday when
you call round. Can't understand it...
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Crowding on the ground at Firle and Beachy Head

At Firle rt!r:r:nl_'.ly1some of us were parking our gliders too [ar

back only leaving a wery short space belween Lhe feéence and the

track in which Ep Lland, Obviously near the car patk 3

Hang-gliders have the security of tether ropies to steady them on their debut fMights. the worst, but it did extend a 10?;9, way FI]:I-H? ul'hﬁ’!:'nplm:m;i;-n:m’
| 5o Lhe L 1 £ %

Steps towards easy gliding e el e

This would have been very much worse for a low experience pilot
~~ somewhat unfair T think., We should all try to make it

LN B Pe Dy

=

TONY GEARING is carried away by
Ris first experience of frang-gliding:
“his was not how T had imagined
it would be. Flying like abird [was
not A mere few feet above the
ground, | was suspended beneath 8
tralnlng glider lethered 1o mim
held by my Instructor and fellow

leaeners. I felt less like a bird thana

kife,

“There wik a good reason lof 1his.
Hang-gliding is @ dangerous sport,
s my instructor Bddie Bilous, ofthe
on-based Free: Flight hang:
liding school, kept e peating, Inthe
matter-of-fact way that some cx-sol-
dices talk abeut death, he told af
harig-gliders being sucked up inlo
clotids and reappraring as blocks of
ice, of nearly diowning Timaclf alter
u cliff-edge take-oif turned into &
sew dive, andof o friend dying in his
arms aftera mid-aie collision With-a
imodel aeroplane; As if the point
pecded rubbing in, he did some
quick caleulations and catimated
that between two and five of the
6,000 hanggliding onthusiasts in
this country are killed every year.

Thesc statlstics are an improye:
ment on the Medghing diys of the
spart — when heng-gliders were
made of *hamboo and bin liners" —
bl safcly remains a renssuring ol
seasion with hang-gliding instive-
Aors, On oA twoodiy introduciony
course my only real fear wis flling
flat on iy fage in a-cowpal,

Cowpals were inplentiful supply

e e whamiiin Held pn DI‘VI]"{
Liyke, ment BHghicn, Dask aiass
where we assembled lhe?glider pre-
[ake-ofl. After SWANRKing —
chocking {lie glicer's sail, wires, alr-

frame (made from the sime

aluminium a5 Cancorde),
nuts i’ bolls el something
forgetiably technical beginning with
Mk == we ran down the slope lelIina;
the first chIim-cnm-E'slul sirappe
i beneath the dssembly.

Running down the hitll — and,
mare cxhauslinglt, carrying - the
liher Back — toak-up far more of
%hc first duy than actual fylng. But
the [ew moments aichorne in be-
twean, hiowever, more thit compen-
sated, 2

The second day was a blow-oul.
Or, 1o be more accurate, blowe ot
— to windy 1o fly. The fempera-

mental British weather blows oul
about halfthe hang-gliding days ina
year, but many ¢lubs, like this ong,
iwill postpane lessons to & later date
At oo cxtea cost. A few days later |
resumed my [raining on another
South Downs 'sloifc miare suitable (o
the northerlics then blowing.
Experienced hang-gliders become
experts at judging the wealler, Ed-
die, who has been hang:gliding for
eight yoars and runping Bis own
sehool for four, could sense changss

i the weather — and I mean thitas,

a compliment — ke an animal
Meither the cloud confignration nor
the lemperature had to change for
fim ta call it a day because bad
weather was on the way, He could
sell i,

Aftar the inglegant hop, skig and
jumps of the [irst day, the ‘secand!
day- offered more opportusity (o
nolcl up flying time, By this stzge [

- did not resent being 'tethered’ Tak-

11g aff from 20 feet u]:ihe slope, the
advantages became all oo apparent,
My glider Turehed violenlly o the
right (it-all happenied Lo fast o be
fightened} and ancther irainee —
an air hostess — holding the lell
wingtip rope brought me back Grder
cantrols

Desplte this setback. [ did
progress to doing “graund hops™ —
shart fights willin spitting distance
of the ground below — almost un-
Aided: The [rsl step in Lhis process
was 1o tuke-off without iy fellaw
tepinees” holding on to- ke glider

the fnstrecior hohll'ng onio the nose
rope. On my:final go — each pupil
averaged  aboul eight or nine
Uflights"* & day. = he too fel go,.al-
mast withoutwarning, and [ s left
1o glide a few feel on my own. [0was
like eveling for the fissr me withoul
stabilisers. ;

Alter two days' tralnig Twas still
o here near ready 1o go " soaring”
as the enthusiasts describe ral up:
up-and-away hang-gliding. iU takes
mest people live 10 ten days inten:
sive Nying to qualify fora bagic pi:
lot's licemce, which enfities the
holder 1o o Nying without anin-
striciorn.

Hang-glidies eost beaween L1
Lo E2000 1o by new — a kel hun-
dred pounds less secondiband —

and membership of one of the 30-
plus clubs around the country aver-
goes 1 about £10 3 year. Once quali-
fied ‘hrush-up! lessons are utuaily
covered by the membership fee,

FACTEILE

Learning 10 hang:glide costs shou E30 (£33
Inthe mone c:?cnsi\r: South-gasl ) &t ope ol
the 12 schools Jisted below, The schools dre
leensed by ke Seilsh Hang Gitdisg A ssocia-
sian [E:mmmmr el Dleds, 0234751 638
1o which pupils also Bave 1o pay member:
ship. This is F650 for two days or £13 for
four marths and inchides magazines,
handbeck and third pariy insurance. Pers
sanal acedent insurance can be armnged
through the schoole i eura emt. During
irafning, schonls eaver the cost of any dan-
age do glidérs:

Abergevenny Skyssoils, 1 Hathetlezigh
Foad, Abscgavenny, Cwent (0873611}
Mcﬂllf}!ﬂ:iﬁ”an%ﬁlmnﬁﬁthmt har
ter: House, 45 Hi 1, Adcenter, Womaicks
shire (0189 7h4 800). )
Ashbourne Prak Schoal of Hang Gliding,
The Eleis, Wetton, Me Ashbaarse, Derbye
shire DEA JAF {03} 5271257%

Barmby Moor Morthern Harg Ghding Cen-
e negait Lodpe, Frent 510 Bamby
Maar, Yorks YO SEH [(739:MM 04}
Beestan Flexwing Training, Sheiliid, Cha:

1 Lane, Beesion, Nogiolk PE32 NG
;I:l‘-‘,ﬁ—?ﬂl B2}

Tegin HI Skyriders BHEG Schowl, 15 St
tary's Green, Biggin Hill, Kei THIS JRE
e e College ol Vang Gl

righfon Sessex Coflege of HEr, iding
49 guu«h 1, Iki;hte’:. Smssc:usﬁt‘ﬂ lei"

1273, 400 U35}, -

alrewetl Hing Oliding Sthool, Cafmwell
Mouninn, - Bracmir, rdeenshire AR

(SXS (03183 33%

Crickhowell The Welsh Hang (i ding Cen-
Ire, fe High Si, Powys NPE1BD D873
0019, G

q:r\d Hm%@ ding Sehool,

sfaenn - Edine

Hereford Hiway Flight 'mn\.nl&l..ul\gh_mq.
Heretord HEEZDLE [BA15-87265)
Huore Free FI‘%IM Hang Gliding Scheal, 274
Hew Chireh B, Hove, Sussen BN AER
RI-HI2E).

ladderafield Penrine Hanictg‘ljidinﬁsrhuol.
| Mpplin Ave, Salendine Nook Hidisr:
Field. W Yirks FLE 0P (MES.AL1 304).
Tate of Wight Hang Tfiding Scbical, Tapnsll
Farmhouss, Astor, Yagmmmih PO Y]
(R-754 042}

el Peak Flight Lid, Mpcclesfishd Roail,

Leck, 51alfs 5113 LD (D316-343 049),
Maribereugh Wiltshice Hang Giiding Cen-
tre, The C4d Barm, Rh;ll Lare, Lackeridge,
Wilts SNE AEE (Da72-86535),
Merpeth Windiad, #3 Home Farm Ot
tages, Swarland, dorparh, Septhenbe dand
(fﬁ?m:srr.ra].
Flymonth Dievusn Sclsool of Hang Cliding. §
Dvedale Road, Deacan Pack, Flymouth,
Drevon PLIERE (0751-364 408}
Sawerky Molthern Schoot of Hasg Glding,
Liough House, Baulser Cln%lj Sy,
WYorks L0 INE ((H22 B4 555

easier and safer for everybody,

s [t

overshoots, { A necessity at Beachy lead).

Not only this,

people Lo fly

chraugh.

but also leaving rigged
of the landing approach paths must produce nasty rotors
Please keep Lhem flat.

FETE ROLINSON

Haloes with a warning

Dick Flla,
Latdon Waather Cantra

A HALD around the aun or moon is
one of tha balter predlsiors visible
I -the sky. [ is & much more com-
mon sight than migh! be supposed
ot may only lest for B fow
minuies,

There are al leest thres slzes of
helo, The most common lz-of 22
whdiug, though B and 46 Halogs
have alza baen seen, The halo fs
formead by the [ight [rom the sun
balng bant {refracled) lwice as |t
passes hrouph  hexagonel ice
prisms.  °

Usuglly tha halo looks whilish
bl L colours ol Ihe ralnkow may
be faloily ssen, with red on ihe
inside. To give an ldes of the dl-
ameler of whal |s ueually a prfocl
circle around tha: sun or maoon,
one can hold out a large ook or
magazint al arm's lengih. The
book will'blotl oul tha sun; bul the:
halo will =fill be complataly
islbla, 3

If you wish o measure or lake
phetographs el the phenomenon,
It is safer for your ayes 1o rasirie
yoursell Lo haloss around the
moan.

Unfariunately lor obsoriers
thara is anciher phanomenan, the
corena. which can b  confused
with tha hala, Coronae ara usually
only distingulshable arcund the

moon and (neluda a brodnish ring
with (he fiald inslde the ring col-
aufed & bright blulsh-white, Thay
are typloally a good desl smaller
han fhe vsual halo: with & radins
of only five degroad,

A halo s definite avidenca of
hexagonal iza peisms of & lype
and length commanly Bseoclated
with clrrostralus clobd, usually at
a helght of 20,000 leet or so. Whan
#aen  over Brilain, chrosiraius
choud §9 often & elgn of an ap-
proaching warm {rond. The cloud
may be expected to Lhicken and
lower {owards (e surlace, wilh
rain starting to el &s tha cloud
thizkens and changes ils charac-
ler, Thars ihe halo may be used {or

Passogn of gt tuoigh &n
Yo cryatal I elrrostraus clobd

A typleal hale and the fce crystals thal cause

5
predicting raln for, posaibly snawl
in parhaps five ko 10 houra.

Of “all the wealhor-watcher's
slgns in the &Ky, this |8 my per-
aanal lavourite — though it is nel
always roliable, In summear, pars
ticulerly, he approashing Irent
may wanken,

Alternatlvely, Ihe halo may be
caused by A pateh of clrrus cloud
rather than the uniorm sheel of
cirroskralus that heralds a’ classic
wianm lront. Y

Bul when haless sre coupled
wilh & [lalling baromalor, an in-
creasingly southerly wind and a
progresslve thickenlng ol cloud
from the wosl, we can ba mars
conlldent of the approach of rain,

: ] e big problem
forwards, or better still to leave a contindous strip for

gliders standing in front
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The Brighton Air Races

Preamble

Brighten has for many years been the centre for a large hang-gliding
community. It's little wonder that this is so when you consider the
fact that itis a prosperous town with a good size population and

nas flying sites for all wind directions within easy reach. It is also
close enough to London to make it easy for pilots from there lo
come and fly in Brighton.

What is stiprising s that there has never been a hang-gliding
competition of any size in Brighton.

The Brighton Air Races are proposed because of the unique
advantages that Brighton has for making a compestition attractive to
participants and spectators alike, as well as offering unique media
coverage opportunities, This should make the event attractive both
to spanseors as well as to the Southern Hang Gliding Club who would
be bound to recelve a considerable boost from such an event,

Competition Format

The competition should be of a one-on-one format. This means that
in each round the fleld is split into pairs of pilots who launch
simultaneously-and compete directly against one another.

The pairings for the first round are made by a combination of
seeding and random selection. The palrings for the following rounds
are based on results. i.e. pilots with equal numbers of wins and
losses fly against each other,

The advantages of this format are considerable:-

First of all it allows a relatively high number of competiters on
even small sites, since the fleld is launched in pairs and does not
require everyone to be in the alr at the same time.

Secondly it allows flying in a much wider range of weather
conditions, If there is no wind, duration and spot can be called. If
there is wind but no thermals, a ridge race can be called ste. ste,
The type of task is not as important as simply flying itself since

the only tequirement is fo beat your opponent in whatever task |t
may be. The only weather conditions that can ruin the competition
are continuous gales. There is always a chance of this in Britain but

o ror—

in Brighton the chances of this are less than anywhere else in the
country.

Thirdly it provides an easily understandable format for spectators
be they actually there or watching on television. In svery pairing, in
every round, there will be a winner. Any particular pair can be
followed and focused on and will provide a winner. This can provide
extremely exciting viewing, two pilots pitting their wits and skills
against each other, the tension and excitement becomes greater as
the competition reaches it's climax. Anyone who has witnessed this
sort of competition will never forget itl

Competition details

Time period:- B days, starting on a Tuesday, ending on a
Sunday,
Time of year:- Sumimer, possibly to tie in with the Brighton

Festival. If not, May or August.

No. of competitors:- 32 max. in advanced class, 24 max. in
intermediate class.
Overall winner in each class after 4 rounds.

Na. of rounds:- Aim for at least 2 rounds a day, therefore 12
rounds,depending on weather: The more rounds,
the more valid the result,

Competition base:- Should be based at hotel/pub in central
Brighton for easy communicaltions.

TEH ABOVE NOTES ARE PART OF A PROPOSAL BY JOHN PENDRY
FOR NEXT YEARS CHARITY COMPETITION TO BE SPONSORED BY
CHARRINGTONS AGAIN.

KEEP YOUR EYE OPEN FOR FURTHER DETAILS WHICH WILL

BE PUBLISHED IN WINDSOCK AS S0ON AS WE HAVE THEM.

et e P e = _4//
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club sweatshirts

NOW AVAILABLE FROM ALL COMMITTEE
MEMBERS .ONLY £7.50 EACH (THEY
MAKE GOOD PRESENTS) .SIZES. ..
SMALL ,MEDIUM,LARGE AND X.LARGE.
COLOUR IS5 LIGHT GREY WITH THE
CLUZ "BANGE IN YELLOW AND BLACK.
voU ¢AN ALSO MAIL ORDER FROM
JOHMNY CARR. ORDER HOW. .-.'.
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MICROLIGHT FLYING IN SUSSEY

The Southern Hang Glidiog Club area has always had more than
its fair share of mwanufacturers of Hang Gliders and Microlight aircraft and
the assoclated equipement. At ane time there were Ehrees Hicrolight
manufacturers within gliding distance fron the Dyka. Sadly those thres are
now gona but a new manufacturer has emerged In the Arial Arts factory and
there are two successfull Hang Glider accessory manufacturers as well. The
BHGC area has also had a large number of Hang Gliding schools over the
years, which have produced many of the Worlds best pilote, but faor somws
unxnown reason there has never been a Microlight eshool anywhere in Bussex,
With a constant ipterest and reasonably high level of Microlight activity
Ln the area there has always been a demand for training which could never
be filled, Cloudbase Airsports intend to change all that by creating a
Hicralight club based around the Brighton area and offer full trakning,
eales and service of the most up to date Nicrolights and accessaries,

Some of the longer standing members of the club ([ was
going to say older mambers) will regonise the name Keith Reynolds; thats
me, Athough [ say it myself I used to be fairly usefull on ane of those
Hang Glider thingys but all I seem to fly these days are Microlights, I am
responsible for the formation of Cloudbase Airsports and T am the Chief
Flylng Instructor. Initialy I intend to operate a very low key club over
the winter months so that I spend time arganising sltes etc, However [ am
in & position to take on students right away so If there are any of you out
there that have always yearned to have a go at Microlighting then just give
me A call,

I'm sure there are many SHGC members that have had
frustrating days sat on the hill with over £2000 worth of kit all rigged
and ready bub never getilng airbourne. During your constant heavanly gaze
you will see lots of different types of aircraft fly past only adding to
your frustration, and in the monthe to come one of those aircraft will be
mine. Bui you don't have to sit there any longer thinking that powered
flight 1is beyond your means because Kicrolights offer affordable aviation
for everyone. For less than the price of the average family car you could
own the latest 2 seat Niorolight. Then the next Lime you want to go cross
country you can fly ta the Isle of Wight have a cup of tea and a bacon
sarny and then fly back again, and share the experience with a friend. The
nhole concept of microlights i1 to be able to pack 1t all up and take it
home the same as Hang Gliding. [t is possible to be rigged and ready to fly
from the car roof and small trailer in lese than 30 minutes, I've seen a
Lot of Hang Glider pilots take longer than that and then not even fly.

So 1f your fed up with spending long hours and spending lots
of money trying te get airbourne and not succeeding then it could be well
worth your while giving me a call the next time the wind insists an anly
blawing up the Dyke at 3 mph. or is a classic thermally day but its sauth
west. If you wuold like further information on trial lessons and courses
then look for the advert in this and future coples aof Windsock.

Cioudbase Alrsporis Limited, 13 Lockwood Crescen,
Woodingdean, Brighton, Eost Sussex, BNZ GLIH
Telephone 0273 33896
(Mrectors: K J Reynolds, LT, Whittam.
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SAFETY MATTERS

The picture repfoduced below is a digitally-enhanced *Terrain-Following  Radar
image, and was retrieved from the "Black Box" fhight data recorder_ fEC(Wf!'lCd
intact foliowing last week's trapic and mysterious nid-week mid-air collision

involving the new improved and totally invisible US 'Stealth' fLghler bomber,

now hased al RAF Lemming.
Following extensive enguiries by the Military Low Level Tactical Planning Cell,
il was {ound thal despite the abundant use of [luorescent day-glo colour schemes

on the hang glider pilot's variometer dial and pod harness ﬂo—rf"nsl.::r stripes, the
frue cause of the accident was thal NO PHONE CALLS WERE RECEIVED ON

FREEPHONE 2230
OR

0677 23401

B2f 18" e
o® 27" 10
i g 2.2 MRCH
oqo" T
USAF 13 105 UTT|
ToP L SEeCRET, 1806 "
SECURITY CobE Filnsor=
T X RARTSY = SIUN
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= urbENTIFieD
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TIH WILLIAMS
WINGS
TREFENTER
ABERYSTWYTH
DYFED

5YZ23 4HJ

DEAR TIM,

[ AM WRITING ABOUT SOME CHANGES THAT ARE TAKING PLACE [N THE

HET OFFICE FO%P&ST PRESENTATIONS ON B.B.C., LAST WEEK WE HAD &
WEATHER FU%F&ST PRESENTER TO OUR CLUB MEETING. HE DESCRIBED IN
SOME DETAIL ABOUT THE FO%EASTING THEY DO, ONE PG?NT THAT BECAME
OBVIOUS IS THAT THE EXACT PRESENTATION IS CONTROLED BY THE B.B.C,
HEAD HAN. IT WOULD APPEAR THAT THIS PRESENTATION IS ABOUT TO BE
REDUCED DRAHATICAHF. THIS HAS ALREADY BECOHE OBVIOUS ON THE 9.25pm
FORECAST, THEY HOW OMIT THE PRESSURE MAP,WHICH TO US IS VITAL.

THE ONLY RECOURSE WE HAVE IS TO WRITE PERSONALY TO .....

FAUL FOX

CONTROLLER

B BC TV

WOOD LANE

Wiz 7RJ

COULD YOU PLEASE PUT THIS IN WINGS URGENTLY, DECISEONS ABOUT THE
CHANGES ARE TO BE IMPLIMENTED END OF DECEMBER. ALL CONCERNED PILOTS
HUST WRITE NOW TO SAVE THE SITUATION,

I TRUST YOU WILL BE ABLE TO DO THIS

YOURS SINCERELY

CHRIS EARTRAH
ALL CLUB HEHBEES PLEASE NOTE THE ABOVE LETTER TO TIH.
YOU HUST WRITE IM MOW.DOM,T DELAY!!
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By MUCERAKER

GRAPEVINE

Credit is due to the safety conscious Chris Jones for reporting
himself to Muckraker for his latest blumder.... Chris, who
once took off at Ager without his lep loops, was flying around
all afterncon at the Dyke with his newly packed parachute not
connected to the harness...

EhR BB LRk ket R

Rumour has it that the high price of the new Magic Kiss isdue
to the difficulty they are having in removing the words
Enterprise Foil from the sails,...

£ o e ok o ok e ok ok

It is reported that a certain "Spanish" pilot of the SHGG recently
decided to land in the small paddock emergency only landing area

despite the presence of several flat and one fully rigged glider...

Cutting a swathe through the general public, he made an abrupt
and fairly ungraceful landing and proceeded to start shouting at
the other pilot for "causing" an accident...

s ot oo oo o o o o ol ok ok R R o ok R oK
Meanwhile, Tintin and "Fatima" are grinding their teeth as they
have to train parapunters on the last decent flying day of the
Yearis.

o s s e e e e e ok ek ok e o e
Rumour has it that the Wessex club whose victory if the 1987
Airwave Challenge caused them to adopt the modest handle "The

MIghty Wessex" are now rather sheepishly admitting that Pride
comes before a Fall,.,...

EE TR TR R S
The North Yorks Club are meanwhile adopting a more realistic
name for next years team..."The North Yorks Upright Crushers"

due to the fact that they lost the semi final and broke five
uprights between four of them,.....

LR EE SR SRS S

Ben Humphrys having unwittingly renamed his magazine with the
same title as the Mercian Club's "Scar Points" has now opted
for the snappy title "Right Up".. Hmmm.... {He says it's a pun..)

e T

RUMOE HAS IT THAT A& CERTALN
WITH PARAGLIDING,HNOW WANTS TO DO A COURSE

INSTRUCTOR THAT HAS DISAGREED
IN IT

FREE TO FULLY PATD UP MEMBERS, OTHERWISE A FEE OF E1 1S PAYABLE.
ALL ADS WILL BE RUN FOR 3 MOWTHS ONLY UNLESS REHEWED.

SMALL ADS

ACE 150:excellent
condition. EO9B0O
Johnny Carr
044484 217

|

=5
=

o EsD
= OCODE—
OO~ 0

Srbo

FErusmesE
LT

(=5}
[F;]
=
—

mROIEmnTTr O TS S

e L e e ™ M, . ol | o = it}

O
Of OO L =o

==

3

| oam T

HIWAY DEMON: (med)
Red,yellow,black sail
VGG,
£300 ono

Bob 01 464 Bé&lb.

new lower rigging

CLUBMAN 160

11te;, ue chevron.
kept under cover. + twao
uprights, E£700
Calvin 037253464,

! MAGIC 4 Racer . very

| special. won 88 Leagu -
5 months old.
£1200 ono.

2 Spanish Joe

- 9732 357413 hqme

0732 359128 work

i

HELP!!! Pilot stranded
in Purley with no means
of transport. Anyone
willing to share
transport and fuel costs.

| Contact Steve

01 660 2160.

MAGIC & 177 FR :
good condition,

very

£950 KEVIN
07918 6319

STIRRUP HARNESS:
E30.00 ono
Goeff Allen:
0883 49590

SYSTEK 2 VARIO.

Twin batteries audio
up adjustable vol.,
battery test,
adjustable zerc and
threshold: E75
Philip: 0903 507002
evenings.

Supp Harmess yellow.

Exc.cond. Suit pilot over
5'8", Personally recomm-—
ended by SHGC safety {ax
officer. £95. Simon

MAGIC 4 166.

Recent full overhaul
at Airwave. High
performance glider
John Pendry won
World Champs on

this glider.

£ 580 CHRIS

03273 682499,

04446 44062

I CLUBMAN 160: ten i
months old, speed

DEMON 175 low air
time £380.
Cocoon and stirrup

+ harnesses, helmet.,

offers. i
HORSHAM 7901914,

bar, 2 spare uprights
i Exc. cond. £850 ono

KEVIN 01 767 7897.

¥ =T

ANTED: £100 offered
for 3rd Gen glider.
Also seated & prone
‘harnesses wanted.
CDave 0273 29041

TYPHOON 83 166: under 100
hours. good cond, £350 ono
Steve Pugh 01 318 0320

(24 hours):

63 Preston S0, B'ton.

B ok

SOLAR STORM.Blue & yellow
&orange sail. Good cond.
£180 ono. Rob 01 464 8416,

0273 300228,

WAGIC 4 166 v.g.c.
Blue mylar 1/e, 4.4
cloth. light blue u/s
May 1987. £1200.
Rob. 01 871 1338 eves




