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CHRISTMAS BANQUET

THE INN AT DEVILS DYKE

FRIDAY, 11TH DECEMBER 1987

7.30 for 8.00 pm - TICKETS £6.75

DISCO PRIZE=GIVING RAFFLE
STREAMERS CRACKERS

SILLY HATS QUEEKERS

Please note: the Dyke Pub need to know the numbers actending
two waeks prior to the event so THE DEADLINE FOR TICKETS HAS
T0O BE BATURDAY 29TH NOVEMBER.

TiodEs alhh fiem  sacial RECZTOMA ol A CommTies meneEw

PLEASE NOTE FOR ALL THOSE THAT HAVE NOT BOOKED IT APPEARS THAT WE
NOW HAVE 100 ALREADY BOOKED.SQ FOR THOSE THAT HAVE NOT, PLEASE DG
NOT EXPECT ANY FOOD. BUT COME ALONG ANYWAY AS YOU STILL CAMN GET IN
FOR A NOMINAL FEL £2,

NOTE ALSO THAT FOR THOSE THAT DO NOT WISH TO DRINK AND DRIVE THE
FOLLOWING TAXI SERVICES WILL PICK YOU UP (BUT PLEASE BOOK EARLY)
MERCURY CABS TEL 0272 26433 ACCHSS CARS TEL 0273 452424
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SHGC COMMITTEE 1987 /88

CHATRMAN
Johony Carr -'Tillershaw', North Common Road, Wivelsfield Green, Sussex.
(0444 B4) 217

TREASURER g
Peter Day - 112 Cotswold Way, Tileshurst, Reading, Berks. (0734) 421481

SECRETARY
Joe Cattlin - Norfolk House, 13 Norfolk Rd, Thornton Heath, Surrey 0l 653 5281

MEMBERSHIP
Mark Johns - 17 Blackthornes, Hurstpierpoint, W. Sussex, (D273) 834984

MEMBERANIP ASSISTANT
vacant position
b3y o fi < e 1
SITES OFFICERS
Hartim¥owng ~: 9e Wilbury Read, Hove, East Sx BN3 3JJ (0273) 24648
Chris! Baytpenc+ 21 GH Campbell Read, Brighton BNL 4QD. (0273) 68249%

CLUR COACH

Eddie Bifoum s FREEFLIGHT H/G SCHOOL, 274 Church Mew Road, Hove (0273) 411239
doi. bagTos ovad o o

SAFETY OFFJGER 1 AGOIDENT INVESTIGATOR

Paul Ray| —7# &ne Spinney, Leyland Fark, Burgess Hill, Sussex. (D4446) 5531

1 amsa aild hib 5

ALRSPACEIQFRICER o/ ~
Eevin Pickerimg - % 0ldlands Ave, Keymer, Hassocks, W. Sx. (079 18) 6319

FUBLIC RELATIONS
Martin Young - (see sites officer)

SOCTIAL SECRETARY
Anne Carrington=Smith - 25 Balmoral Court, Nevill Rd, Hove (0273) 507582

TOWING CO-ORDINATOR
John Chadwick -~ 15 East 5t, Billingshurst W. Sx. H: 040381=-4320 W:01 %46 9111

WINDSOCE EDITORS g
Mark Fisher - 66 Western Road, Hurstpierpoint, Sussex. (0273) 832478
Chris Bartram - (see sites officer)

CLUE SOLICITOR
Tony McLaren - Thomas Eggar & Son, 5 East Pallant, Chichester, B5x,
H - (0243) 786111 W -~ {(0243) 773457

- FAST FROG LTD-

mreat concern to the clubs, £
inexperience, overconfidence, The recent Conmittee meeting thrashed out a number
of ideas,; but it would be nice to hear your views, BShould dealers belGEINTEF(E
the latest hotships to complete beginners? Yould you like to see more gntdboal
on the dyke when it's crowded,... marshalls, set launch points - lihitsustahbels,
ete.? Some members would like to see this,

HoADD *
Secondly: PARAFENTE. European experience has ghown that it chil 3 Bue censlidilly
mixed on one site., Bubt is the Dyke biz enouph? Renember we have agreed not to
use the mpodeller's Bowl, Can the parapentes share the same TAKEGEE FHEEHC One
local pilet had a cenopy collepse on his glider as he prepared s Ml o take
off. Another collapsed three feet in front of my glider as I did the same thing.
Two or three parapentes at ridge level could be a disagter for the AHMEHRIEhERE
pilot who happens to owershoot top landing, What if a canopy wels LrEmbRpdp i o e
front of a pilot committed to his take off run?? Have you seen how quickly they
£0 up? To make matiers mere contentious, the parapente pilots were liﬂﬁil-iﬁ-ffi'ﬁﬁ%'_ g
largely! (Sat 21 How). Uy persopal view is fhat we gheuld aceept the parapente
community, but that the Dylte is too small for this type of mixing., FPlease write
in with your views.

Thirdly, models, Last Saturday, I was flying towards the modellers bowl, when
a huge model mailplane came at me, altering course in reasonable time, but to
the LEFT!! Later I saw it crogsing the agreed boundary almost as far as the
paddock fence., I later spoke %o the modellers, and one of them admitted it,
apologised, and said that they were all very ayare of the problem and of the
agreement with our club, He also pointed out that some hang glidere had heen
into their bowl well bslow the asgreed 250 feek, This was quite true, po what
could I say? T think it is really lsportant that we are seen te stick to our
side of the bargain, After all it's our lives at staks, not theirs!

There ig a lot of escope for discussion in my editorial, for a change. Let's
hear your views ,.., I'll prrint all the letters I get,

See you at the Danquet, or in the aiy if there's roomn!

Safe Tlylng,
iark Fisher,
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DEVILS DYKE.

PLEASE DO NOT NOW LAND IN THE BOTTOM CROP FIELD,BECAUSE THE CROP
HAS BEEN REPLANTED AND LANDING THERE WILL MEAN A £10 FINE.

NOTE ALSO THAT IN A FEW WEEKS TIME LAMBING SEASON WILL BEGIN.
REMEMBER THAT IN THE FEB,MARCH,APRIL YOUNG LAMBS CAN EASILY BE
FRIGHTEHED .50 BEAR THIS IN MIND WHEN LANDING IN THE BOTTOM FIELDS,

MID AIR STRIKE
1T HAS BEEN MOTED AT THE LAST COMMITTEE MEETING THAT ONE PILOT HAS

NOT EITHER MADE AN ACCIDENT REPORT OR MADE ANY ATTEMPT TO CONTACT
THE SAFETY OFFICER.THIS PILOT MUST MAKE AN ACCIDENT REPORT BEFORE

TEAM CHALLENGE
THE FOLLOWING PILOTS HAVE FORMED A TEAM AND INVITE A CHALLENGE

FROM ANY OTHER BUDDING TEAMS WITHIN THE CLUB.

ANDY NAPOLITRN TEL 0923 51488

MARK JOHNS TEL 0273 B32%84 =

BRAZILIAN RICHARD

mike millwood

DAVE KEEPAH_

WILL EHI GROUP ie MORE THAN TWO PLEASE PHONE THE ABOVE TO ARRANGE
A TIME AND PLACE.

CHAIRMAN's

COMMENT

CHATRMANS ~COMMENTS.

With the coming of Winter there have been a few good flying days at The Dyke. T
am sure many of you that have flown on those days will agree that they have not
been that enjoyable due to over erowding, one of those days led to a mid-air.
Fortunatly there were no serious injuries but we may not be so lucky next time.
All this puts more pressure on our valuasble site, if we do not want to lose it
we must act now, scme form of control is needed at take off.
) .During the thermal season when conditions are more variable 1 would find
it difficult to expect Pilots not to take off when a good cycle comes,
¥hen its Winter and searing is reliable it is the best time for our novis pilots
to get the practice they have been longing for. As a thermal pilet in winter
I would be only to willing to have a fly around and land to let the novis pilots
have more air time, then help control the amount of pilots in the air at any
ane time if its looking crowded. Can I ask all the ¥C thermal wiz ids zive
a hand to help our beginers and intermediate pilots fly in a safer sky.
STAM AT

Johnny Carr. FFE0

XMAS LEAP FROM DEVILS DYKE

AS MOST OF ¥OU MAY KNOW, I AM THROWING MYSELF OFF THE DYKE DRESSED
UP AS SANTA TC HANMD OUT PRESENTS TO THE KIDS OF POYNINGS AND FULKING.
THIS IS TC REBUILD THE FAILING RELATIONSHIPS THAT THE CLUB HAS WITH
THE LOCAL RESIDENTS. I WILL BE PERFORMING THIS NOBLE DEED ON MONDAY
21st DECEMBEER AT APROX TWO O'CLOCK.

AT THE MOMENT I ONLY HAVE A FEW PEOPLE HELPING ME AMD TO MAKE THE
OCCASION SUCCESFUL WOULD LIKE TO HEAR FROM ANYONE WHO WOULD LIKE TO
LEND A HAND.

S0 IF YOU TO SEEK FAME AND INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION PLEASE GIVE

ME A RING NOW ON 0273 834984 AFTER 7.00pm.

I LOOK FORWARD TO HEARING FROM THOSE THAT CAN BE THERE.

YOURS HOPEFULLY,
MARK JOHNS.




SUSSEX XC LEAGUE 1987 POSITIONS AT 31/10/87

-
PILOT GLIDER 01 02 03 04 05 TOTAL

: 01 RUSBRIDGE DAVE  MAGIC & 166 112.7 95.3 0.0 0.0

The Rules : 02 CARR JOHNNY  HMAGIC & 1474039070 pae - 0.0

£ 03 KEEPAX DAVE  MAGIC 3 166 76,3  30.3 20.8 0.0 .
0 04 BOLTON PETE  MAGIC & 2147w 2045 47.6  13.9..39

; | 05 CARRINGTON IAN MAGIC & 33069002801 U1EIS 00

The Air 06 BAY PAUL 'MAGIC & 155 3743 0.0 0.0 0.0

| 07 LEVER RICHARD MAGIC & 166 36,3 0.0 0.0 0.0

08 STEADMAN  RON MHAGIC & 166 19.4  10.8 0.0 0.0

Situation- 09 ROLFE RICHARD MAGIC 4 166  29.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Bothgliders arproachvg) 10 00D ANDY  MAGIC 4 166 25.3 0.0 0.0 0.0

@ s b et g 11 PICKERING KEVIN MAGIC 6 177 20.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

. . 12 nume GARY " MAGIC 4 4150 =lojo" Taje " oin

‘ Tegidrvininiot | 13 JOHNS MARK  SATIRE 6.6 0.0 0.0 0.0

b ———
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r SUSSEX WEEKEND XC LEAGUE 1987 T
% ' PILOT GLIDER 01 02 T 05
AL p : . 3 ..
|01 KEEPAX DAVE  MAGIC T e
: = 0Z RUSBRIDGE DAVE  MAGIC 95,3 _
. | 03 aoLToN PETE  HMAGIC 21.7% 2 1 > 1
' | 04 Care JOHNNY MAGIC Yoo
2 0s CARRINGTON IAN MAGIC 23.1 il : %

3 166 Qedsl0L0 0o =000
4 050 0% 00 IS0 0% a0
4 G5 ATIE paah S 40 ke
4 2.0 o0 L0l 0D
4 B8 0ug = 050" 0
. e J | 06 Rav PAUL ~ MAGIC 4 155 37.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
iluation- i ituation— ; O0F LEVER RICHARD MAGIC 4 1648 3643 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
ik riashadsapoeci R SR 08 ROLFE RICHARD MAGIC 4 166  29.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Ramiodys et 09 HURE GARY  MAGIC 4 B R PR R P R
Hemasighaway bohe B = Sres | 10 Jouns MARK  SATIRE Thow genTTe0. N b
oty iy |11 STEADMAN RO MAGIC 4 166  10.8 0.0 0.0 - 0.0 0,077
f _____ ==
> - * = OUT AND RETURN Con T p
FOR SALE

POD PLUS EMONTHS
OLD,V.G.C. EL7S
MED FIT

: PHONE STEVE ON
| POYNINGS 235 or 236

Situation=

Tha kaster ghder i
approcchng tha otter,
Remadyre Korsburox over bling)

Glicker mUE! Qroy wory,




ACCIDENT REPORT: No,]1

SUSSEX XC LEAGUE 1987 FLIGHT DETAILS Pl B_y MARK JUHNS

PILOT DATE DESCRIPTION 03 MAP REFERENCE DISTANCE This is a brief account of an accident I had whilst out in Ager,

W b B o 7 I O el Rl AN ¢ i E It was the second day that we had been flying the site and I felt confident
R R B et b L B R B LB L it b e I ke
STEADMAN RON 28 FEB DYKE/PLUMNPTON TQ25 . . ; I 1o . : bl
ROLFE RICHARD 15 MAR DYKE/CUCKMERE TQ257112 Ta5219%92 29.0 KM-1B.0 MLS = thermal sctivity tripggers off an upslope wind, then lavnch strongly down the
BOLTON PETE 15 AR DYKE/PEACEHVN TR257112 Ta433015 17.e Kﬁ_}‘l.O_HLS short concrete slab,

BOLTON PETE 22 MAR  N.HVN/BTNCO&R) TQ44T7000 . TQ3430371  21.7 KM 13.5_MLS_ .
hio SRC gl i e e L T

RR JOHN K URN GRMW TQ wi KM . 8 ] i Lo 2 long fast run down . The glider tool
E:EPA}: aM'EN 10 MAY DYKE/LONGMAN  TR257112 Ta552044 3043 KM 1B.8 MLS off at the very end of tha ranp and I ipmediately thought that the airepsed
PICKERING KEVIN 13 HMAY DYKE/BEDNGHAM Te237112 TQ452068 20.0 KK 12.4 MLS wag dah[-;er‘ogalj{r 10‘!'\-'. IE‘\.rer*;.r-tlh:i.n:-; see?r-\_zidhfal{,_ so I l;f_-emsi':jz:{*ad"t? .L‘_he h:ltf.mr
HUME GARY 31 MAY DYKE/SALTDEAN TQ257112 Ta385034 15.0 KM 9.3 HMLS bar, “At th:l_s point the glicui F,ti_l.'[:i.t?l- fo Luf-]_ .-:o*l.he _1|_-J:," L_;—.Icl_ r-_ﬂs]]:‘l_e .._-1_1‘_
BOLTON PETE 31 MAY DYKE/ROTHGDNG TQZS?’;“E TUngﬂEE 13-19}(:. 1?-: :Ls my Ef';r.:rtst;otczrﬁctj%t,t?on;in';:eu toht;z“: ::c.\ ;.o:{zvu? {': hJ.____. ‘.he left
CARR JOHNNY 20 JUN OYKE/CHDDNGLY Ta257112 Ta535151 238.1 K : LS wing tip starte elip the bushas, whilet the vight wing described a
CARRINGTON IAN 20 JUN DYKE/CHDDHGLY To257112 T@535151 28.1 KM 17.4 MLS graceful z':m Ehr‘ough the hJ.L]eﬁcy aboue._ The flight ceme to an abrupt end
CARR JOHNNY 01 JUL DYKE/DEAL Ta257112 TQ35B508 117.0 KM 72.7 MLS as my glider flew headlong into some rocks,
RUSBRIDGE DAVE 01 JUL DYKE/E.LANGODN TUZS;‘::IIE 103;;2:2 1;?-; E: :‘g-} :t: b e R A e R g
woop ANDY 01 JUL DYKE/FRAHFLD TQ2S Q - 135, ; ) Al rid " Bine thou tehy but my glider had e A
BOLTON  PETE 05 JUL FIRLE/KINGSTON TR497048 Ta397076 10.4 KM 6.5 WLS . | bent lending edup e bobit Upriphts vare danagad. Theve vers also sond ninot
JOHNS HARK 19 JUL DYKE/OFFHAM _Tazsv112 Taflpgi';ga ‘ég.ﬁ KM 59-1 :tg d J earg in the mylar leading edze,
RUSHRIDGE DAVE 26 JUL _DYKE/ can== TRASTI12: . TG L) o3 KM.59.3. s LERh e e R AT 1 o ditions
LEVER _ RICHARD D1 AUG DYKE/H.HEAD TQ§5?112 TQEEE?&E gg.% Eﬂ%g'gﬂtg The nisgtake? Firstly, impatierce, then talking off in the wrong conditions,
KEEPAX DAVE 06 AUG  DYKE/MEWHAVEN TQ257112 TQ447028 . M 129 i Foeh s ; .

I would like to say a blg Thank You to both AIRTIME and SOLAR WINGS for

KEEPAX DAVE 15 AUG DYKE/SHADXHRT Ta257112 TQ:?-’-;;; ;g.; ::;;-; :::: supplying me with a replecement leading edze only two daye after T contacted
zy AU JaALES RILELARINURITS TARS 7112 aiTae] < oy T i 1 Kelvin at Airtime, Remember that I was 500 miles away in a remots village in
CARRINGTON IAN 15 AUG DYKE/BARCOMBE TO257112 TQ436159 18.5 KM 11.5 HLS e RE e e Y
CARRINGTOM IAN 30 SEP STYNIWG/STEDHM TQ164095 $SUBSB233 33.6 KM 20.% MLS f PR W ROV G,

Well that is about it,.. just treat thosze ramps with respect,
Bee you up there!

PS Special thanks to Andy '"Hawk!" lapelitan for capturing the moment on
his cameral ... BER*RGL

(If "Hawle" would care to supply the prints, there's always room in the Vindsock
forthem next month! —- ED},

FEATURES "

"100° VARIO * Tempesature companaaled AVRU N

Very compacd, 2409 pregture Iransducers

£126.95 * o zera L

e . MME{MEW hours lile aRh ELECTRONICS SERIES VARIOS

HEW '200' * Ad) i [

g et sy s VARIOS, ALTIMETERS AND MAP HOLDERS

0-6,000' £55.95 " Rpom an I frond far an alimeter

0-20,000° £119.65 OFTIGHE

| ‘500" vaRio & attimeter _:mﬁwm‘:&?k 4 :
-"N"I““”F“UP Ldown 4 Ga32mB setling ewich s Aerololl varlo
;'zozog;; 107 sleps * Spaed bt mounting % = and lHI:rm;lor
X 5 i h 15,00

20,000 in 10 steps £24905 | PSRl deroloR uprofd Celilat A

R ey * Paddad pratociive bags De:Luxe map holdere Vario & sitimeter bags

meu,'up;m_ AVAILAGLE DIRECT FAOM DAVAON ELECTROMIGS

R on tha lranl for No.1 GHURCH ROAD, KESTON, KENT, Tel 0888-58723

Thomman or Diplex or dealera- Adveniure Sporis, Flight Gesr loW, Pennine Mang Gliding Cenire,
SJolthern Alrsparts, Siman White, Afrwave Gliders, Alr Supplles Reeess or Barclayeard

———————— TOTAL ENERGY PROBE AVAILABLE ON ALL ALL VARIOS/ALTIMETERS

e . . ——————



LETTERS

Dear Windsock,

Ower the last year or so, | notice there have been a lot of new members joining
the club staight from training school. I thought it may be of interest to tell
them of my first few flights. Hopefully they wont make the same mistakes as 1
did.

Ficst flight: Rhossili,

I'll always remember the feeling | had of my stomach churning when 1 looked out
over the sea from the top of Rhossili. [ think its about seven hundred feet from
the top to the bottom. A lovely view, But 1 hadn't driven two hundred miles and
carried my brand new GYR all the way to the top of this place 1o admire the
view. I'd come here to jump off {t! An ideal place for my first flight, every
body told me. But oh boy, what a view. ]

1 spent all day sitting at the top talking to people, and trying la
pluck up courage at the same time. It looked really easy. A couple of friends
came over to me eventually and enceuraged me to give it a try. Il put on my
harness {1 had been taught to fly seated but only sissys fly seated) This was a
prone harness.l hooked in and did my hang check. .

{l almost hoped that [ would faint before I had to do it) They took me over 1o
the edge. "Are you nervous? Oh you've never [flown in prone before? and you've
never flown this glider either, well you wont have any trouble, how about a
prone launch? OH MY GOD! WHAT AM 1 DOING HERE?

| didnt do a prone launch, but launch 1 did. He let go of '(h:pnosi._l !
citted my teeth and stepped into the unknown. I flew straight up about thirty
?eel; T‘heg; shouted "t-iormepeed, more speed” So I pulled the bar to my belly,
and dived down, almost on top of them. 1 just missed the side of the hill, and
Mew straight out for about fifty feet, and then charged up the ridge at full :
speed, Eventualy | managed to get into prone and 1 felt really good. I couldn't
understand why the glider was turning so ervaticly, and why I was the only cne
who was going down, Who was it that said you couldn't fail to go up at Rhossili?
Anyway, about three minutes later I found myself turning into wind and landing
on the beach. 11 wasn't until I started to push out the bar for landing that I
cealised that 1 had been flying far teo fast. The landing was uneventfull, exept
that 1 almost landed on top of the only topless girl on the beach, Oh well, It
wasn't so bad down there after all.

After 1 had landed, and was safely on terra firma again 1 felt
fantastic. Those three minutes in the air were wWorth every minute of the seven
hours driving it took to get there and back, and every pint of sweat 1 shed
carrying the glider up that hill.

Second [light:The Dvke,

by second flight was a couple of weeks later, at the Dyke. The wind was coming
straight on the hill, at about 18 mph, 1t was a bit too strong for me, so I
waited around until about 6 pm, by which time it had dropped off to about
15 mph. Again 1 was nervous, but | didnt feel as bad as 1 did the first time.

| took off, and shot staight up to abeut 500 feet ATO. 1 couldn't
honestly say that 1 was flying the glider, it was more of a case of it taking me
for a ride. After about twenty minutes of just pointing into wind, 1 did a few
180s, 1t felt really good. | remember locking up and seeing a few gliders about
a thousand feet higher than me, and wondering how they got up there.l thought
hack to my days at the school, and remembered someone saying ''push the bar out
to go up, and pull it in to go down" S50 1 PUSHED IT GUT! L il

The glider turned abruptly and flew down wind. Before 1 could regain any
degree of contrel on it, | found myself in SEVERE turbulance as 1 flew into
the Dyke. 1 actually knocked my head on the keel a couple of times, and went
completely weightless as my glider Fell into the Dyke. | hung on lo the control

Then, just as quickly as this erdeal had begun, It stopped, 1 had [Mown
right down into the Dyke, into completly still air. 1 took a few mmoments to
regain my composure, and considered my options. 1 could fly to the end of the
Dyke and land round the corner, but | didnt know what was round there, and God
only knows what kind of rotor | could have found. Wo, that was out, | looked at
the bottom, It didnl look wide encugh to land. 1 imagined my wings scraping on
each side of the hill, with me dangling in the middle. Ho, 1 didnt fancy that.
Only one thing left to do, | had to land on one of the sides. Time was running
out, as | was going down quite fast. I turned towards the hill, got out of
prone, and increased speed a little. [ felt surprisingly calm at this stage. God
knows why! Anyway | faired as hard as | could at the last moment, and did a
perfect stand up landing: 1 marked that one down in my log book as my first top
landing. 1 learnt a fair bit on that short flight.

Third flight: The Dyke

If 1 had known what was going te happen to me this day | would never had got out
of bed. As always there were plenty of gliders in the sky. | decided to keep
away from the rest of the gliders by [lying on my own in the large bowl,

Every body else was making the most of the lift in the small bowl. 1 took off,

no problems here, 1 felt quite good. 1 stayed in the large bowl for about ten
minutes, just going up and down on my own. Then another glider flew over to join
me. It turned out that it was his first flight from leaving school. The first

thing 1 noticed about him was that he was exactly the same altitude as me. He
was getling closer to me with every passing second, I thought, dont panic 1 have
the bill on my right, so 1 had right of way, he will turn,

HE DIDN'TL,

A split second before we collided, 1 screamed at him "HO" and did a
sharp turm to the right. He also turned sharp cight. 1 heard a loud thud, very
similar to the noise that two cars crashing together make, 1 was instantly
turned towards the hill. Then the next thing 1 saw, was his glider fall three or
four feet in front of me.We were lucky that we hadn't tangled together, After he
had fallen about fourty feet, | heard the sound of his wing filling with air, He
managed to regain control, and that was the last [ saw of him untill [ landed, 1
looked up to my wing, fully expecting to see something hanging off, and started
to brace mysell for what | expected to happen next, | didnt have a parachute. (I
do now!}) Much to my relief, | could see no damage. 1 did a couple of turns to
see {f | was still in control of the glider. 1 was, So | turned immediately for
the bottom field, and did a perfect stand up landing, just six feet in te the
field, This was marked down in my log book as my first bottom landing.

It wasn't untill a few days later that 1 realised how close 1 had come
to killing myself. Ever since that incident [ allways consider my safety as
paramount, 1 very rarely [y the Dyke at weekends now. It's too crowded.

If 1 see anyone [lying towards me now, I move, 1 dont care who has right of way.
L give way, even if it means losing that brill thermal. When it comes to

landing, | pick the easiest spot, even if it means having to carry the glider a

few hundred yards, 1 cant say that all my take off's have been perfect, 1 admit
to the usual Southern club pilots typical take off. You know the one, Clip in

and take a leisurely stroll down the hill untill the glider leaves the ground,

and then wonder why I'm back on it a few seconds later.

Would you believe, The next flight 1 made, I made another cock up and

flew under the power cables at the bottom landing field! Again 1 was lucky,

there was no damage to myself,the glider, or the power cables,

1 know what you're thinking, this bloke's a nutter, He should never be
allowed to fly the dyke again! But all this happened three years ago.l am now
the proud owner of a new magic 4. | consider myself to be a very safe pilet,I'm
even swatting for my FZ at the moment.

1 think the morral of this story has got to be, when you first leave
training schoeol, be carefull, dont take on too much at a time.

If contitions are not right on a particular day, pack up and go home. There will
always be another day. If you dont, you may not be as lucky as | was.

Happy flying.

Gordon Harris.




JOHN WILLIAMSON

e

FINAL PART OF THE SERIES TAKEW FROM SAILPLANE AND GLIDING

June/July 1987

One siluation which causés much apprahan:
ion lor Ihe novice cross-couniny pilol is the pros-
pect of blue shies = no otwious thermal makers.
Ho one refishes this sluation, and mndesd, axcen|
n 2 compelition, many club pllots in Ihe UK will
nol conbemplale & sericus Cras5-CoOUNIry Unees
there are cumubus douds to show them the way.
b hottes, drier climales bl shies are the noam,
Warld records are se1ininase countres when tha
cumutus dre present, but ine evanyday ex pefence
i blue, blue all Ihe way, How do they cope, and
whal can you oo 1o broaden Ihe spectrum of your
soarnng expenience by lackling bue days with
confidence?

Yeu shouwid lirst undersiand why there are no
clouds. Basizally it means Ihattha thermals aren't
geang high enough 1o codl 10 Bhe dewpasnl fem-
perature of the air winin them. Wanm air can hold
o e invisible walar vanour Iet, and aar
cools a5 it fses and expands, Dewpoint is Ihe
temparature i wivich some of the waler wposr
st ecadense oul into Ine visible stale = acloud.,
{0 fog. or mist. depeading on whete it hapasens.,)
T hasigghil a1 whilch a cumuluz cloud forms alopa
tanmal depands on (he ditfenEnce belwean the
lemperalure of the s bubbde and it's dewponl
as it lmaves the ground,

1 your Rewe Iha Volmed fraquency on wour radio
you ©an [islen o censlantly up-daled repas of
temperalures and dewpaints (in "C) a1 major air-
parts. If you mulliply the difference Dy 400 you
have the cloudbase i feal, For example, “London
Healhwow ... Temperalure 20, dewpaint 8.
will mean & cloudbase of (20=8) X400 =4500f.
Thaen fodions 3 recialion of cicud amaounts at dil-
ferent heights. always cuolad In chias, meaning
heights of the sky, “Thres oklas a1 45000 means
% cover of whal we know are cumutes! H the
report dossnt menticn clouds af or close fo the
haight we have calcwiated it means thal an invers
sion = & warmer layer of gir already in the
almosphare - has pravented the thesmal rising
nigh ercugh to cool ko i"s cewpaoint and the day
B blue, Just because thermals are nol reaching
condensation lavel dossnt necessarlly mean
ey are nof reaching a uselul heigh!, But ihey will
be harder 1o find!

Why It goes blue, Lel's examing 2 few reasons
Toe the sky being. or becaming, biue, in the course
ol & typlcal scaring day in mid-summer,

Too early. H is ususly quita cold near the ground
during the meghl before a geod soaring day, and
an early moming launch in an open two-sesler
citen reveals a marked)y warmer Eiver ot 3 1004
o %0, This ovemight inversion has 1o ba "broken™
belore useful thermals can develop. The sun
warms the ground, which in tum warms the air
above , and mini-hermals carry Ihis warmth
upwards uniE the temperaiure of the surface
layes malches and exceads that of the inversion
layer. Then the real thermals can rise and the first
teevalive cumulus will form. How bong the warm-
ing process fakes depends on how cold it got
during the night - clear skies mean greales kes
by rachation - and how culckly the sun can gel at
the ground to warm it. 5o ask the Met man wien
hie erpects the inversion 19 ba broken dewn, and
don e6 off 1oa soon!

Too cool, too moist

Tha first cumulies will have formed over Ihe hilky
areas, the thesmals rising from ground which fs
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BLUE SKIES

In the last issue we pressed on, searching the sky ahead for
clues to the whereabouts of the next thermal. But

suppose it goes blue?

weell drained and where well placed slopes bask
e meming sun. Adiacent flat, damp lands will
not warm e0 readily and may Lake several hours
lerper 1o ganarale the sort of thermals needed to
form cloud The damper air will have a higner
dewpoini 50 the cloud, wnen il does form, will
have a lower general base, but it wil nave stayed
blue ower the fiais for gulie some lime afier the
hills became productive. So stay near the hills,
and sleer chear of cool areas, eaiy in (e day!
Dunstable, 1976. We launched, saared easily
and quickly as the thermals developed and e
forecast cumuius burgeonad over the Downs
and I down. Crassing the siartling &l maximam
helghtand Ve, we raced off towards the firsf TP =
Cavert brickworks and chimnays, s# i he
hesvy clay 15 miles parth of Cudford, And nothing
happened! if was completaly blue! The anlicinated
ihree hourrace iransfarmed fseff into an endless
struggie in scranpy, weak, cloudiess ihermials,
untf the enlive Nafionals finafy descended infg
two scove foios spreed oul scrose fhe south
Midiznds. No one ool back 1o Dunsiabie!

Too dry, too hot!

lronically, the sky over the hot, dry hills may in
wm become tue as the surface lam)

climbs, while fhe flal lands keep thelr cuamlus!
Rememberihal the alr has 1o cool 1o 11's dawpoint
If & clowd iz 10 form. Unsaturated air cools 21 a
sleady 3°C for every 10001 i rises and, if the sur-
last lemperature hes gone fow high, the alr in the
thesmal may simply nol have codled encugh
before it comes up egainst an upper Inversien. Sa
the sky turns bive apain, but this time vigenous
thesmals are 5l presant, even though you cant
saa them. On such a day the lemperalure over
@ven tha Rak lands may eventually rise ioo high
and the ekies Jum blue all over.

Swindan, 1957, Ifirst met and was loofed by ihis
phenomensn whils! on my sscond iy for Gold
dislance. Towed out from Lasham fo releasa fust
off Fambarough's main runway, | was soon af
TEOCN, tucked in under one of the firsl cumules of
the day, and this &f 11am. [t was lo be 20 yaars
belore I fiew in Defer condiions in the LIKI My
goal was 5t Devic's aifield on the far 4o of Soulh
Wiales and | flew o0 bappily efouah i tha olg
Waihe (K-8 performance) as far as Hunperiord,
And then, ahead, dresded blue sky! W my
innocence | liptoed bl the way across fhe high
Colswoids, anxlously laking every therma! |
encauntened wd infa the Fversion, no! dadng (o
igmove a sngle one. | didnt once come below
GOOOR! Forlunalely Ihe slow progress reswiting

rrwmrcaurmdaan'dmalre:m Tnedarmas
long and cumulus reappeared wes! of Glowces:
ler in the Forgst of Dean. After a mrem Ife min-
ing valeys, where | was ectually on downwind'leg
10 lancf o the moor lop heather, | iraily gola high
cfimb in & towsving cumius novth of Swanses.
Wit glided oud i & caar blue $ky, i enlie south
wes! comer of Wales swepl cfean by zes
brgezes,

Anticyelonlc Inversion
WWinen & high pressure sysiem fomas, the soaring
al frsl can be quite good. Bul the air in the
anlicycione piles up, and gently descends,
warming as il does 50 al 3"CA000M, This has ha
afiect, sher g day o two, of forming a disting
inversion which gets lower and moee infense
«ach day, Eany in the process the skies have
gona bive. Thenmals are slifl generaled from
bedonw, wsually stanting later each day, bus are dor-
ond 1o & hall af ever decraasing haight until avan
the most sialwer glider pilot ghves up and goes
sailing instead! Al least there shoadd be an on-
shore brecze 1o enjoy!
Upavan, 1984, Harvest ime and the lafe Awgus!
anticyclione had been with us for 8 coupieof days
already, Satwrday, and myfast woeokend zs CFTL A
proscect of the UK gosl and retum record?
Dectang Swinderty, scuth of Lincoln, 85 the
TF, | sat off in e Olympls 418 spon gfier 10am.
Thermals wowld b Sirong Bul Ao curmids were
expoected. What the heck! We would fly com-
atady in the Biug, There was no greal probiam,
We raraly regched 40001 excep! once whan 8
By siubble firs hofsledus up o nearly 50008 and
inle a smoky wisp of cumulus. Swindarby was
rounded on schedule and the frip back was
woeventil unti, with three miles fo go, we were
J00f below maximum glide paft. Jusl ihen 2
scraam of switls invited ug fo shane their faas! of
grestilly and we gol back - fust! | don't think any
one else boftered 1o go cross-couniry Mat
dey.

Saa breeze

Bayeehere wiliin 30 miles of the coast - urther il
the prevvailing wind is on shore = you may see tha
By Do Blue 83 cool aif Bows in from the sea 1o
replace that which ks lihed aloft in the thermals.
The gea ziris guite shallow - aboul 100CH deep -
and, being codler than Ahe air over the land, i
undercuts the lahes, A line of vigorous thermals
ofien resuis al the jaclion of the sea and land air

SAILPLANE & GLIDWNG

BLUE SKIES

massas, bul after this junclicn has passediniand
there s a very eHective Inversion at around
10001t Thermals ase stil generzted balow this
and itis just possible, Inasonuhllvavc:ah.mslay
sibome. But ha eonstant imminence of a fisid
lavdling robs all bul the most expenencad pilals
of Ihe concentration required ta soar these pint-
gized bubbles, which amount 1o (itle more than
turbulenca, So, if you g tnpped Ihe wiong side
of & sea breeze fronl you may as well give up,
unless you can get back o the cumuius wilh al
lest 15C0M in hand

Exater, 1954, The high clitis of the Darsel and
South Devon coasls had inhicied the incursion
of sea breezes and the Welhe and | figw in 2 won-
darfand of dazziing cumsius several miles oul o
S0a i1 lhe spang norf-gasfedies, heading for
Trure and Godd badge. But, suddenly, ahead -
i sky. Angling in ta the norh &nd the now far
cEstant cumulus, we racked over the esfuany of
tha Exe river in slic-smoath i, Lower and lowsar
we wend in the cold, clear afv, wilh ke from an
eadier but unnecessary cfowd ciimb st encrust:
g the delicate profifa of lhe scartel wings.
Finally, ai 80T, the firsl rovah, furbulent thermals
shook the ice clear and the struggle was on! For
maary an hour we babbed about af less than
1G00f, siowly heading nfand tovwards the reced-
ing cumulus, Sea breeses were sUIl s bif of a mys-
dery and [ hadn? the faintest idea of whal was
going on. Then quile suddendy the drama was
ovey and we wene climbing in smoaith Sirong iF o
4000-S000M But we had losd tsa much fime and
mussed T by oy eighl miles ..,

Too late

Finally, usualy areund Bpm on a summer's clay,
the surlace air cools so thal thathermals and thesr
cumulus clouds peter oul aliogeiher. The last
thermal sources 1o g up thalr warmth will be
those nad wena slowest 10 warm in the first place
= bypically woods, and coem fislds (n late summer.
Urboss you can find such a source, you are on
final glide to a field landing,

Greenham Comman, 1987, The fight had
bean bot and difficut and mostly withoul cumuius.

_ Now the day wasg enalng and aach thermal was

possibly tha last. Most of the oltwrs had landed
and fhe Darf and | weve out in front. [ knew Anne
Bums was close behind but then she, oo,
fadicad ki fanchng message as we W

approaching Greenham Commaon s vast rumwiy.
Tha airfield wis emply it those cays. The B-525
had gone and couise misstes hadnTbeen dieam!
ol Al erly 4001 came a trickle, & Sufge! With 200
acres of concrele fo fand on | could risk & ty. I
worked, and the mwnway’s last remnant of
lumace-breath fifed us fo twice the heighl
meaded o gel o Lasham.

. . .

Coping in the blue

¥ou have sean ihal thera are sevaral reasons for
Ihe sky 1o have gone Gue bul in many cases the
thermals haven't stopped. You can still find them
= indeed you citen don't evan have |o ook for
IR, If e gt fly atraight om courss, raspond:
ing Io the sensations being fed threagh the seat
of your panis, there is a better than even chance
of fying into ona, The mecharism of thamma
lesmation s3lll exisis, and the presence of one
Ihermal stimulales, through '8 adjacent comala:
méatary down-cuiment, the formation of the next.
This in tum helga trigger the next, and S0 on untl
an approximalely ceflular patiem of convection is
formed.

Hawail, New Year's Day, 1973, | had obssred
&2n almost unlimited expanss of callular conves-
fior ovgr a unifermity warmed surace = the Pacific
Ccean = whitst enroute by Harcules from Caifor
nia e day before, Mow | had the pood fortunae fo
samgie thia comvection at first hand in 2 Schwaizer
1-26 sailplare - a son of lin Swadow, Eech ceal
a5 amivad over the isfand, boasled the Ihermals
by hwveor thres knots, so.eventually | sat effio lest
my theary over the sea itself, Sufe encugh, &
1500, and wo mdes off shore, each ceil had a
smeoalh ona knof at it's hearl Presumabdy Me
conveclive patlém cobld have been fdlliwed
Aghi acvoss the trade wind belt, day end night, 21
the way back to California, since teare is witually
ne dhumal varation lo the tempemiure of the
ocaan. Bul thers weren T enough fielas for my Mk-
ing and | abarted the Inal after an hourd

A celluigr structure will ba strenglbened @l
obwvious hot-spots Such as sunny Slopes, towma
and power-slations, and your search for thermals
should clearly fake thisinto account | 2 wind of
e thiar 1 Skl (a1 20O is presant, the ceilular
stucture will tend to line up into streels, directly
up+ and downwing, exactly as docloud sireats. In

thenaal strest conditlons, of courss, lhera will
A5 be sink sireels, 50 you must be prepared 10
wm obliquely across wind to gal cleer of proe
lofged Sk, and back ifo wind on BRcounlEng
1na thammals again.

You must glso leam [al the spacing Betwesn
thermals in & cellular struciure is roughly propor
tenal to the depth of the convective layer, In a
shallow layer the lhermars are coser together; in
4 deapdr gne hey are further apan. But sace
wour glider il has the same glide afic in bath
cendilions, you should encounter the sama num-
ber of thanmals on he glida from the top ol a ther-
mal down 1o he graund, This warks against you if
tha layer is very deap, or very shallow. H s very

“when you miss three or
four you begin to sweat.”

deep. a5 tor example on 8 good day in Ausiralis,
the blua thermals may 9o to 10 000, will be wel
organised and strong, but very far apart! If you
miss cna, il doesn mates. If you miss twa il is
frdly warring, When you miss three or four you
begin to swest Afer five, and down io 2000,
you ase In Bolhed Bul if the layer ks, esy, enly
3000t to siart with, the thermals o it are only twe
o thees miles apan and you find yoursalf bump:
ing inlo them every few minutas. Whelhe you
dolphin heough thierm, o $160 and glimb, s a mat-
1erof your choice. The disadvantege is, of course.
thal you are all the sconer down o your critcal
height for fleld selection so thet in practice, 45 2
novice, your choice of thesmal is more Bimited in
thal you dea'l dare camy on as kow BS some
experts. In 1he exirema example of the shaiow
layerio the seaward side of a sea breeze front the
thermal are so closa togathar that they become
almost unusable,

And tinalty ... | hopa | have shown you that
cloudless days anre not 8 bad, and that thera can
b plenty af scope for axciting soaring even ifd s
a bit mare difficult, If you get good at il you might
even relizh the blue days, with your fellow maem-

bears or syndicte partners being prepated o give
up thefr lum 1o avoid having 1o fackle thosa
biug skies! a

~e) hoffmann
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TRAINING NEWS

from Eddie Bilous

1've a lot to write about and comment about since the last issua.

November and December (early) have been our wind down seasons as a school and
apart from small courses T have been more inveolved with preparing the echool for
next vear with new pgliders and equipment.

4 lot of time has been spend on flying, coaching and conversion courses.

Mozt of my flying has been dual (two up!) with Ella, scaring and top landing
Steyning - veés, it can be done - and some flights off the Dyke, once again
goaring and top landing. The 180 Typhoon is OK for this and a speed bar has
made a useful addition to roll control. the take off and actual flight 1s easy
though visibility is restricted on the passenger side. Landings = even in
gtrong winds are slways fast and the special Vince Hallam wheels work welll
Aerial Arts are also adding & nose skid for us (just like the Tyro). Dual
flying is no problem, but the landings always are! 1If you are contemplating
dual flying it should not be undertaken 1lightly = it requires an enormous ameunt
of skill and judgement, there is no room for mistakes. In other words - FORGET
IT! I doubt if I shall be using this technique for training, the risk faecter is
EMOTMOUS

80, on ta Coaching ...

Conditions for flyinmg the Dyke and for continuation training te take place have )
only occurred lately at weekends obviously making it diffiecult and crowded for

us all. However, we have managed to get many of our Pilot 1's soaring and

bottom landing on either Visions or Clubmans at this site (note: all were club

menbers) .

I shall probably get a bit of flack for my next paragraph but it is something I
feel strongly about.

It seems there is a opinien within a small contingency of the club that flying
en the Dyke should become more and more restricted to the inexperienced FPllot,
ie. only flying when the air is totally clear, when the wind is under Skts and
smack on the hill, and Pilots attempting aviation must have & minimum of 10
hours!!

Fortunately these views are only shared by a few selfish people who are only
willing to air thefr ideas after at least five pintal,

May T make the following points:

1. Whether you are like John Pendry or Mr. Nonk, everyome still pays the
game club fee and therefore has the same right to fly.

2, I imagine that B3% of Pilots in the club are very experienced, having
little or mnothing to learn by flyipng in winter scaring conditions
(although of course it is a pood idea to ‘keep your hand in', so I
therefore ask experienced pilots to consider on a windless day to give
the 'red ribbons' the opportunity to get into the air and to give them
priovity. .

3. If this does not happen, how on earth (7!) are new Pilots going to get
any airtime in? We will en
¥ end up with the situation of spring arriving,
pilots unable to ecar and lots of accidents, so lets do what we can to
prevent this from happening and within the parameters of safety get
these new pilots into the air. I welcome any constructive comments on
this subject.

Unfortunately we have had our share ‘on incidents at the Dyke = of the ones I
know about, I have found out some of the reasons and the results of my enquiries
are interesting.

One mid air collision and one near miss, These pilots had less than 7 hours
airtime and had gome on to Magic 4's!! The problem with going on to an aircraft
like this too soon is that it takes a long time to learn the techniques of
turning efficdently in restricted airspasce. If you are inexperienced and have a
euper=-ghip, please enly fly with lots of room fn the air until you have mastered
the necessary skills. Apart from actually flying hang gliders when conditions
permit one of the most important considerations Is to keep your eves and ears
open at all times and never take for granted the other pillot's capabilities.

You should be locking around you every couple of seconds - still too many pilotas
look in one direction for too long.

Another incident occurred when a Pilot with many flights logged, had rigged his
Vision Incorrectly and piled into the hill. I remember last menth reminding
Pilots of the need to do preflight checka. May I emphasige that point again.
PREFLIGHT CHECKS SAVE LIVES,

Accident Wo. 3 began with & lazy take off which turned into a short stalled
flight then impact. Take offs whether the wind be light or moderate have to be
COMMITTED and PERFECT every time, The take off is arguably the most dangerous
part of the flight. 'nuff said.

Ella and I ghall be off again to the jungles and mountains of Scuth India from
January 5th until March 10th, about 8 weeks. Not exactly a2 holiday with ten
days on of teaching for four days off = recovering and thermalling off 6,000ft
mountains. For those of you interested in a sun tan, diarrhea and superb
flying, I also offer some details take from the Nilgiris Hang Gliding ceantre. A
word of warning = flying down to the plain with a enormous change of temperature
generates furious dust devils, I have been in the situation of landing into & 5
kt headwind which instantly changed into a 40 kt tailwind - it wasn't funny.

The gate to Steyning will be kept shut while I'm away so if you have to fly
Steyning get in touch with Johnny Carr or Mick Perrin who have spare keys. But
please ,., preserve the site and lock the gate after you. This is essential, or
better still — go to Beachy Head!l

By the way, one of the reasons we do not teach in England during this period is
that conditions, as you well know, are usually horrible = and it's COLDI

Be seeing you scon = have a good winter - anybody want some curry powder?

Eddie Bilous

P8, I reckon that anyone going onte a super ship with leas than 20 hours has a
attitude problem,

coni'o OVER

—
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1NPURMATION FOA OUR VISITOAS

&) GUNDITIONS OF FLLGHT g -

Youw have cowe a long may to have the plensure of flying
in @n eovirenment very different frem your owni do not by over=
confidence, traneform @ delightful holiday into pippinful ordesl.

#e feel compelled %0 emphoerlize the Tact that Rang
Cliding in South Indis snd perticulerly in the Hilgirie/¥udumalsi
#ild Life Ssnctusry involvee & cortain smount of rieky Tor which
pome pilete might mot be prepared. The conditione ercountered
nere sre sxtremely 'different from whet Eurcpesn pilote are ueed
to fece in terme of eltes and eerology, mnd %o put it short,
L1FFIGULT.

A1l siteés are of high denivellation (1000 to 2000Kie.)

411 flipghte will bo performed over veet erdse of jungle
without any popeibility of emergency lending besides the troe=tops.

landing arese sre urually far awey Trom the take-off poimt,
popetizes difficult %o resch in case of etrong wind or heavy eimk.

Lepding Brese pre scnroe, ecattered in the jungle and
usually smell.

Thers will be no wind=pock whiere you lapnd?

The aerology, like im sll tropicel countriep, ie extremely
capricious; mo weeéesment concerning the weather ehould be taken
gg @ finsl statement.

The thermal sctivity ie dominent end often YIOLa&HT,.

Turbulnmee in epprosch and gredient at landing are
abdafd prongunced, 3

Thers are eome wild apimale called Dust Devile.

Por sll the above mentioned remrone it nppears thot thie -
_1% o of fIIgnt is rererved to very experienced EIIoEa WRVinE B .
Thorougn knowledps 0f Groes Sountr 1&3 3 B CLT WE seguainted
with thermas 1ght B te inherent LTAape.

Any piole® sho doege no (M hepe Ptandnrde will be
potentielly in denger, even when conditione reem to be innoccent.

{f you Tind yourrelf etomling 8% TeKe-off with o doubt
eraeping through your mind, if yeu feel mervour or appreheneive r
without mppaurent respons, lieten to that emoll voloe nithin youseelf:
A0 NOT TaKs - OFFw,

_ Apd turn your nind towsrde eomething elve: there sre eo
many besukiful thipge to enjoy here! elephant rides, grekking through
the jungle or in the hills, watching wild enimal®, eto....

If ¥HK on the other hand your experience hae besn built wp
tareugh many houre of thermal flight snd through a verlety of many
different elker, if eross-country ie what you oall flying, then you
will find o perediee of thermele in en alien environment whieh will
e imprinted inp your memory for Evere.... i

apd fimally, inm epite of the fact that Twe try %o glve you
»¢ much sdyice end informaiion me possible on thm-.‘nte. do remembér
alweye the firet law of neng gliding:

Yeou sre the pilot apd it ip your eorefully made decieion

ihat counie. Y
11,  VISITUMS ROWING ALTH Taelf ONH CLIDsd;

e ptrongly reconmended thie glternative ae the pilot will
be femiliar’with the glider and will have to sdjust omly with eite
snd eonditione.’ - :

If p pilot comep with Wie glider Vim'Bomhay, our repreeen=
tptive #ill help him to clepr the custome. Fo cuetom duty will be
cherged: the eguipnent #ill be endorred on the peesport snd will have
to be re-exported witWin & monthe., 1t is mora thenss sdviesble %o
hpve m glider which brokes-down to 4Mf, or leep %o mvold transpork
eomplicatione. In cpre of @ group Carrying more tham I00 Kge. of
equigment, 1% 1p cheoper ko eend it ae unaceompanied luggage.

The pilot ie free &0 f‘l{ st his convenience, within the
Limi%s of cur orguniration: we will provide a jeepsdriver pt the =
rates indiceted below, snd o pllot/guide uxpwﬁ.eqced with the #ite
%o mocompany snd sdvice him at the beglinoing.

Homever we will not collaborate if 1t sppesrs that the
entd pilot doee not fulfille the sppropriste ptanderde of experience;
at the woree we might prevent hie firmly from.flying.

TI1T. YISITURS WITHOUT A GLID=R: 3

> _ #e offer the facility of renting gliders. These gliders
are pafe ond well proven under MIndiso Cenditions. They ere
alwaye kept in o good etate of nir=-worthinees, However they may
not be of the type the pilot ie ured to flying, thereforae:

If you mre not hagpy with the glider: DO KOT FLY.

Theee glidere will be rented on e dally baris E:}d o
cagn guarsntee depopit will be cequerted until the glider ire
returned in good condition.(See rotes below) 5
Any demege will be st the charge of the pdlat. 3=
Ho plider will be relepred to & pilot who doee Dot
fulfill the roquired etandsrde pf experience.

Iy, LIABILITY:

Wnethar the pilot flye hie own glider or & rented glider,
He I8 PLYING AT HIS O#N HISKS.  An indexnity bond will be eigned
: T

G —ed-— ka walasas am Fenm oner easaarei il Y Fu

HANG-GLIDING

Lack of funds

could cost
| Britain title

Britaic’s feam is am g i des-
perate financial baltle befors
they ¢can bcmmmdsehmne
o defend workd
iun:ﬁri&.crwn next January 1
i Al ‘{lan Siaflord wriles).
| The eight-man team have
man 10 raise £14,500 out of

‘k-up team, but -fear thal,
unless they can find a willing
spansor this month, they will be
unable Io compete,

Len Hull, 8 member of the
Enllsh. team, said; “'We are

¥ourites in 4 sport which we

ve monopelized in recent
tmes. We do not want 10 lose
our hold, especially by default.”

One member of the lquadJ
John Pendrey, intends to defen
his world individual title in the
mountains of Victoria. Judy
Lodcn; the Britain's women's
waorld Individual champion, hag
been lnwtc:i l:db'om dle in :ge
ien's event and could provide
the stiffest challenge.

club sweatshirts

OVERHEARD AT THE
AIRWAVE FINAL. ...

Ist pilet -

2rd pilet =

3rd pllet -

ith pilet -

Ist pilot =

*When ih coam in &' land, ah only
‘ad fleld, wi' bull ab wun end, trees
at t'olher and birbed wire fence
eether 1ide.”

*Tha' was looky!
¥hen ah coon In 1'land, ah 'ad cricket
pitch wi' ‘lectric bebles t' we left,
chosch  spler ' e ralght - an'
cricket bol coonin' street ab me!"

" var lockyl

When ah coom im t' land, ah 'ad
bovlin' green at end o' valley, wi'
over=ed kedles t' me left, win'will ¥
ae raight = an' wind pa'fnd ae!"

*Tha' war reihin'!

When ah cops im 1 dand, ah "ad
postage stop on &' slde of ‘ill,
scovt wb Ln front o' me, "leciric
kebles ' left, aine-fleld t' raight,
wird be'ind ag = an' zip o' me Supp
broken, 5o ah couldn't ge' me feet
outl

"hyel an' if y* wrote article fet
{' Clocb mag, thed niver believe yer!®

NOW AVAILABLE FROM ALL COMMITTEE
MEMBERS .ONLY £7.50 EACH (THEY
MAKE GOOD PRESENTS) .5I1ZES...
SMALL,MEDIUM,LARGE AND X.LARGE.
COLOUR 1§ LIGHT GREY WITH THE
CLUE BADGE IN YELLOW AND BLACK.
YOU CAN ALSO MAIL ORDER FROM
JOHNNY CARR. ORDER HOW. ...




memorable flights

Flying Beachy Head in a North Westerly
By RICHARD LEVER

*hkrkhhhkkhhkhkrhkhhkhkhhihid

The thing that prevents a lot of first time would-he ¥C pilots from dchi.avf_m
their dreams,is not so much their expertise or even the weather, but a kipd
of mental barrier, I've been suffering from thisz for years——- 4':1 get to
about 1500 or 2000 feet over the golf course then all the nagging doubts would
stert. 1'd hawve this wision of being pinned 200 feet abowve Drighion town
centre, of being rotored into some deep gully, of power lines, or the seal

Hovever on Saturday August lst at about 11 o'clock my brain blew & fuse or T
fell amlesp in the air or something (X'd boen working all the prewvicus night)

ag T found myself 28500 feet above the outskirts of Drighton in a rather hitty

4 up thermal . To meke matters worse, the thermal then disappeared. Oh no!l

1 thought. The sky locke rubbish and it's only 11 olelock! I am ashameg to
say that at this point my normal over cautiousriess returnad and I made an
attenpt to get back to the Dyke... at least 3 miles in a 20 mph headwindl Ten
seconds of this and I realised I vae on my first cross country, so I may as well
try to make it a good one. A guick 180 later and I was off into the great

unk nowr,

Aotually it wesn't Unkpown ag I've driven up & down Sussex hundreds o times
and at 2500 feet you hardly need radar, As luck had it I caught up with my
disappearing thermal, though by now 1%t vas only a zero, it's amazing how far
you can travel just circling in a zere. Five minutes of thig and I was =till
convinced I was over the outskirts of BErighton, when just dowmwind I noticed
{this rather large hoat with Sealink painted on the side. Yahool 1'we made

if Lo Newhaven alresar:!

is point I hecame aware of an oninous silence, and the magical boat ssened
e gelting further away, A glance at the varip revealed that disaster had

he Flelds seened the same colour sreen and the nearest cloud seened hloody

les away! I was soon down to GOO feet ATO and the ground below seamas a=

#% ap the Himalsyms., Hy solution of pullinc- ithe VE on and crossing my Cingers
wan 1|_.e.t about exhausted hnd T was on the point of attempting a landing ina
ninor vérsian of the Grand Canyon, when suddenly the air began to rougheh and
#he waric uttered a hleep, A sudden 8 up surge, then nothing, then another
surra, then nothing, Whatever size or shape this thermal was, T was clinging
o it for grim death, bubt just couldn't find the centre. T tried the technigue
of increasing band as 1lift decreased, and suddenly reglised that if you weren't
in a thermal in the firet place, you'd end up spinning to the pround in ever
tightening cireles, .

Anyway, I was now over the moon, or at least back o 2000 feet — and before

1 knew it I was drifting over Rirling Gap with 3eachy Head in the distance,

i pood pilot would now be thinking of getting inland. I thought aboub Lthis
too, but my thermal had gone, and I was starting to get low apain, Then I saw
then —- landing witpesses,,, lots of theml

I overflew the Feachy pub and turned inte wind with the intention of doing a
really posy landing amongst all those heautiful landing witnesses, Thanh God
I didn't do this over the mea as T was confronted by whet seemed like a 30
mph headwind., Anyway to cut a long story short the posy landing turned into
me heing thrashed around and finally dumped into the crop Cield behind the
pub, I ran around inside the pul try ing to find at least 30 witnesses, Tougnt
a 20 minute batfle with Dritish Telecom, pot fined £10 (he wanted i‘?OIJ by the
owner of the crop I‘ield and had & mamnoth thres hour bus journey back to the

Tyke,

In conelusion, if I can mahage 20 niles on a Tirst ¥ pretty early (it was only

11-50 when I landed) on a poxy day,
pilets in the club whe can do he.t‘e:‘.

I'm sure there's plenty of potential XC
I certainly intend to po XC whenever

possible. Without a doubt the flight was the most exhilarating of my flying
career so far,,,. the moment I hit that thermal over Newhawvan ean only be
deecribed ag pure ecstaosy (no doubt & few peopla heard me shrieking up above)

Next fime, though, I will plan =y

my fingers erossed,

route rather than just drift downwind with

L hope this poes to show that you dont have to be a League pilot to go XC.
Hopefully next season will see lots of first time ¥C pilots doing scme distance,

Why ponce about on the ridge

See you in the air,

sruck — 8 dovmd Pull on and look for thermal sources, you may say, Uell al]l the

AEROFIX

BRACKET
FOR
VARI

SR
FITS MAGIC TiZ
Sti;ﬂméf‘& ROUND
1GHTS
SEND £15 pLUS 75°P p
5. T youNe &
39 OLD TYE AVE,
BIGGIN HILL,
KENT, TNI6 SNA

Tel. ©959-71706

P

when the whole sky ean be yours?

QUALITY REPATIRS, SERVICES
AND INSPECTIONS ON ALL
MAKES OF GLIDERS,

Ur;dertaken by experienced
microlight/hang glider
builders and sailmakers,
Fast turnaround.

Ring evenings for estimate.
ULTRALIGHT ENGINEERING,
POYNINGS (079156) 235,
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ACCIDENT REPORT: No,3

BY ALEX LINDSAY

Dzte of Accident: I4 Nov I987

Tima A Ul U0 hrs
Glider : Hiway Vision
Pl=ce i Dewil's Dyke

Froor to the flight which resulted in the accident, I
had soered for IS minutes before bottom-landing. I had experienced
no difficulties with the weather conditions, Whilet driving
the glider back to the Dyke, the kingpost slipped down, nearly
touching the bonnet of the car. As I was giving the gliZer ik's
pre- Tlight check prior to my cecond take=off, it wzs noticed
that the kingrost ned slipped off it's locating pin. The glider
wne de-tensioned and the kingpost relocated. However, as Was
noticed by Zddie Bilous after the sccidens, 2oth tensicning wires
ware on bhe same side of the kingpost. (see disgram), HIwAY nhave
ed a way te prevent this from happening. Two straps join, on
the kingpoet to the keel tube, This should
if the

davis
either side of the kingpost,
normally prevent the wires from switching sides. However,
wire is drawn over the locating pin in the keel tube and tne

ie thern located in the pin, it is possible that the

re side but that the wire that nas

- between

kingpost
two wires not only remain on o
erossed over will ve trapped in the loop formed by the strap ;
the kingpost and the keeltube. This loop therefore does not aillow

- ) i
tha tensioning wirs to travel fresly up and down the kingpost tuerefore!

ke sther wire would de in flight.

I would presume that this
ag the

therefore increase the tension in thet wing, the right one

{ crom the pilob's point of view ) in my €ase. inother possibility

is thei the wire could be sinched between the kingpost and the

would

keel-tube,

fter a good launch, I turned left towards the small

“bowl. At the towl I turned away from the hill to fly back up to the

car-nark area. 4s I picked up rpeed I felt the glider trying
to turn %o the left. I tried to prevent this but wes unable to and
very quickly I had turned 270 degrees ~nd was heading towsrds the
hill., Anxious to svoid this, I let the glider turn itself
awpy and was grateful to have gquickly circled ansther IS0 degrees,
The bturning continued msgainst my best efforts, which by then were
fairly drastic, and in a few seconds I was flying towards. the hill again,
I encouraged the glider to continue it's turn, which it did, snd yet
again I was flwing out from the hill sgain. The entire process
was repeated again, with me literally outside the contrel freze in an
attempt to bring the right wingbip down. It was either on the
third or fourth involuntary 360 that I collided into the slope. 4t no
time in the entire proceedings was I anywhere nesr stalling speed
since I had mede a very concious effort to fly =s fast as poesible,
I accept the sntire responsibility for the accident and feor the
gmiseion I made in the pre-“light cneck, No other glider was
near me »t the time. I do however think that the derign of the kingpost
gtraps should be very thoroughly looked into since as a safety festure
it didn't exsctly work for me. 1 am also curious =s to how many
pilots who took off on that Sruurdsy »fternocon were absolutely
certain that their tensioning wires were placed correctly.

I would like %o teke this opporfunity to express my thanks
to 2ll members of the SHGC vho were present and who dealt with the

situstion ro well.
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FREE TO FULLY PAID UP MEMBERS, OTHERWISE A FEE OF £1 IS PAYABLE.
ALL ADS WILL BE RUN FOR 3 MONTHS ONLY UMLESS REHEWED.

: GRAPEVINE Compiled by M,F, SMALL ADS

T LET: Glider storape soacs
+to let, near Dyke, £2 per weeh
Steyming 8126749,

Tir Wb sale W i rper f Oritish hang pliding i
Judy Leden and Nobbie Stoles (Vinch designer, & veteran o 2o} ng gliding) ONE 177 MAGIC 3COPY.

are due Lo appear on TVS sometime in Jamuary. The program is in a serdies called :
(A taste of the south! , and apart from the flying, it will be Teaturing Robbie's POLARIS GAMA ALMOST NEW 2 ;

o GOOD INTERMEDITATE GLIDER|| THIS MQNTH,
buzzard called Wallyl i S Ao i !

ERBHREIUEPER T ER R TR TRE TEL. 733 883 . JET (Soi%x i 10/e7

fob Dear, editor of Tim Williams' favourite Club Newsletter, (Wessex Airmail) EXOCET -
fias been further honoured by the hestowal of life membership of the Wessex Club S MINT CoN.489¥ 4 ;
for hip efforts. VAGIC &4 166, Low airtime, . Lindsay Ruddock Microvario:

.MARLA 382

Hylar 1/e, 1 spare aerofoil
upright, Condition as new,

Digital, white case, with
mounted Diplex altimeter.

ERdadnBd R R SR EHE R RN

Crapevine hears that Airwave have obbained an Ace and talken it to pieces, to sece Piione; Hark Voodhams 1g/a7 Both_instruments in perfect
howr it works)] They are rumoured to be coming up with something new early next (273 E0L043 wiorking order and good condition

Ideal first vario/altimeter.
fEBs. Mark Fisher. 0273-832478,

s e de ok e e e ke

yesr, affer the Worlds.....

EHEUEPEES S EERERE ISR H SR

The nid air collision scens to be getbing a popular aercbatic stunt in RAT circles CLUBHALI 160, Dlte mylar

... only days after it was demonstrated by an IAF pilot at the Dylke (on a lagle], = MAGIC 4 166, VI Orense

the Ned Arrows showed us Bow 4o do it properly in Lincelnshire, Just touch 1/8, rainbow u/s, speedtar, s .Em-:eiirz.n' ]

wingzips, then touch the ejector seat butlon..essss naw lover rigeing, very good COn”itionl 950 0.R0
el dition, 50 0,n.0,

peilcut, outflies other

AU EEFSEEREEEFER A AR TR0 T 5
flubrans, Thone: Andv on

Phone Tavid Harrie

A 3 V' 0273-5505810
seving notes thast the desigmated Flying Santa Claus, is net taking Watford (00923) 51486 OR
job devionsly,., le hasn't even : wou the beard yet,.... Iy Carnet at Sky Systens, .
d ¥ Price: z6ys i 12/a7
BEEFUBEESEB RSN S L R EL S e it L] v
fndy lebl, last year's most improved pilet, is rumoured to have defected to tha MAGIC 4 166 DARK BLUE
Germons, volfpang, as he prefers to bs czlled now,adnitbed recently that he MYLAR L/E LIGHT BLUE FOR SALE RH VARIO & THOMMEN {  jice on vl 14 10V
jeined the German C team whilst out in Italy with the gritish team in August.,. '  UNDERSURFACE 4.4 ounce ALTI, VERY GOOD CONDITION = — :
dobdtia b ! Full set of Clubr
EERE SRS R RN RS gingigBéoggBégéél:lEEhs £125 ono LAURIE ADEY g:tteiz iz hla:g:n:zn
sun readers will be aware that there ie an emergercy phone now at the Dyke..... ROUND PERFdRMANCE (0424) 434093 Phona.: Paphne
hopefully we don't have too many members in this category! The last two weekends £1300 ono Tan Carrington| i 01-390.652%2,
have seen it put o good use, unfortunately,. [iake sure you know where it 1s Gmith (0273)507582 1 \e7
for when you need it.... '
HEENERAERAH A AR AR O RS EES -
Send me £100 and I will send you 78 US dollars, Sole Agenta.ais FOR SALE
5 ONE GYR 11/16050 FT
HEROHNEEL R E TR E S R E R RS SUPERB HaNGLIDING HER]AL ARTS sAT\II'R 14&2 LC':"”I-FJE} TI"]'-_" ?l llD‘\-'l:
Orapevine notes that Yinze hag published two items which he %ook from Viindsock, . INTERM GLIDER ;?I;DN mimsaﬂ, T‘Zd gj"llir 1/e. Full set of Magie 4 bathens,
Yfessex Adrmail (voted best club mag last year) has asked permission to copy PROVEN GLIDER FLOWEN sugfaP:T‘ ?maﬂcg) ﬁ’&l‘ le Phone Dill Jonceneel;
certain paraprephs’ fron last month's MNere report.. ... BY JOHN FENDRY AMND handlgngg s:g.égeueeggme Ol B4 Bac
FEHEH NI A N RN RSN R ROy MONICIA" E300 Uno- Hark Juhgs .
: FHONE 733 882
Credit is due Lo Gareth Jupes (BHGA Airspace chap) for the nice line drawings I BEFOR NOV 26 th 0273834984,
have been using in the last couple of issues. This is what he doss during EE0Q ===
vessesr Ciub Connittes meetings, apparentlycscaas Jlfﬂff 10f57

B 17D R BRI A G

ranevine closes report that wuave lift has been reported at the Dylkesva

At least it seem

CLUBIAN 140, Very pretty zlider

, r thr f us floated uyp in ateady weak 1ift
» Two or three of us floated ujp ateady TiEth one very carsful lady owmer

‘ Sk y . . v e i Bata | 4 2 Hayi LOST O DYER 21 m0v:
; .31-1 :,p,_nse-h Ln.hi __1 p;-cig.ure , way out r??: ?‘.lm ;1_1:117,‘:, __:c .,;3 Rolinson and Hawi who. 15 mOViAG Up Gu Ehs world, QST O DYRR 21 H
will bacl up this story for e .eves 80 will the "hnd Farmer® ... £750, Small Airtime de luxe hemy gresn HELIET vwith

5 e ke b b e b e ke e stirrup harness alse available white tape an it,

phone Andy ont

10/87

Phone Jane: 0737 765510 o
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