New :
Sleek Pod IT — fully enclosed harness with integral parachute and ballast
- container, pockets for XC bagand camera, Velcro CB and camera mounts.
Comes complete with front tow loops and deluxe zipped rucksack.
. Beautifully built in a choice of colours and sizes— £198.00 .
Alrtime Doluxe stirrup harness — includes adjustable drop height, screw gate

karabiner, fully faired chute/ballast container with large zipped pocke!. Over
100 sold around the South, -

Obvious choice for P! pilot. Only £87. Il-{@ngiback-up loops (Superluabieg'

14 2.30
Other equipment £ 16" : 2.50
O-zee suits (Thinsulate) 58.00 22 2.70
Lightweight O-zee 21.00 XChag 17.25
Twistlock karabiner 2.00  Leather-sided sunglasses 15.00
Screwgale karabiner 8.75  Deluxe zipped rucksack for Pod 15.00
Everoak helmets, size 0-4 21.00

Inner chute conlainer for Pod 15,00
We also offer a full range of Lindsay Ruddock-varios from £138.00 and

are agents for Solar Wings. Ring Dave or Kelvin to arrange a test flight. All

prices include VAT and free post and package for orders over £50,00.

A

: Séftwe%r

PORTSLADE STATION, BOUNDARY ROAD, HOVE, 0278-424861

The
SOUTHERN
HANG GLIDING

Club

e —

FEBRUARY. .. ANOTHER REAUTIFUL  SDARING Mo NTH




SHOC '85/86 OOMMITTEE

Johnny Carr, Tanglewood, 54 Ferndale Road, Burgess Hill, Sussex.
H ~ (04446)42324

TREASURER
Peter Day, 112 Cotswold Way, Tileshurst, Readihg, Berks. H-(0734)21481

MEMBERSHIP/SECRETARY
Adrian Whitmarsh, 1 Maple Close, Horsham, Sussex.
H - (0403)55761 W - (0825)5055

MEMBERSHIP ASSISTANT
B

SITES OFFICER
Chris Bartram, 21 G&H Campbell Road, Brighton BN1 4gD. (0273) 682499,

SAFETY OFFICER/ACCIDENT INVESTIGATIONS
Paul Ray, 186 Royal George Road, Burgess Hill, Sussex. (04446)47262

CLUB CORCH

Dave Rusbridge, 9 Allington Rd, Worthing, Sx. (0903}31204
gﬂﬁEﬂTT31E

Andy Wood, 52 Woel Rise, Burgess hill, Sussex.

(04448} 6636,

PUBLIC RELATIONS
Jan Martello, 73 St Andrew's Rd, Worthing, Sussex (0903) 68780

WINDSOCK EDITORS
Chris Bartram, 21 GaH CAMPBELL RD,BRIGHTON BN1 4GD. (0273)682499
Ian Carrington-Smith, 36 Furze Croft, Hove, Sussex. (02‘7;) 775114 :

CIUR _TOWING _CO-ORDINATOR
Ray Swinfield, 56 Ewart Street, Brighton, Sussex. (0273) 699097,

CLUB  SOLICITOR
Tony M-Laren, Thomas Eggar & Son, 5 East Pallant, Chichester,
Sussex. H - (0243)786111 W - (0243)773457

CONTRIBUTIONS

If you have an interesting story to tell or accident to report just
write it down clearly and send or give with any photos to either
of ' the editors, - Please send a S.A.E. if material is to be
returned. All items must be in by the 25th of each month, for the
following months' magazine.

ADVERTISING

Private advertisements for members (to sell gliders, lost and found
etc., )are free. ; _

9.11 commercial advertisements are charged at the following rates:
/6 of a page: £12 per year (in advance); */3 page: £22 per year
(in advance); full page £5 per month, or £45 per year (in advance}.

PLEASE NOTE THE VIEWS EXPESSED IN WINDSOCK ARE NOT NECESSARILY
THOSE OF THE S.H.G.C. ITS COMMITTEE OR THE EDITORS.

As you are no doubt aware, the BHGA Annual General Meeting

takes place over the weekend 8th/9th March at Crickhowell in Wales. Those of
you not planning to be there but who are interested and concerned about current
issues in, and the future development of the éport. should be sure to fill in
your proxy voting slip. Thislyou will find on one of the two inserts in this
isgue of WINDSOCK. A PRE-PAID ENVELOPE IS PBGViDEB FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE, As
a Club we can have considerable influence on BHGA policy(due to our weight of
numbers) but only if you go in person or else vote by proxy. f

Our Towing Co-ordinator, Ray Swinfield, has submitted two
‘articles on towing togetﬁer with a questionaire, which I would urge all members
to cemplete and return with their voting &lips, = If there is only a very. lim-
ited response {or worse, none at alll}, then.the Committee will conclude that
towing on a Club basis is not a viable propesition. 56 make your viewpoint

known and send in your replies as soon as poesible.

) ‘There have been a few changes on the Club Committee lately:
Richard Halpin has resigned as Membership Assistant due to increasing pressure
of work, Richard has worked very hard for the-Club. collecting day fees eéc.
from visiting flyers and in chasing up persistent non-paying regulars into
Joining the Club as full members, If you'are interested in taking over Richard's
Job you should contact either Johnny Qarr.or Adrian Whitmarsh. Joe Hayler re-
signed as Competitons Manager and his place has been filled by Andy Wood,

A keen pilot, Andy will be publishing full details of all the 1986 SHGC
Competitions and Trophies in the March WINDSOCK, He is however looking for
help in running the show and pilots wlshihg to lend a hand should contact him
directly.

In the meantime the Cross Country season starts on  1st March;

-pilots who go XC on or after that date should send full details of their flights

to Andy Vood (see opposite for address),

(contra)”




Editorial {(cont'd)

These must include the following:
(a) Pilot name (e) Take-off prid reference
(b} Date of flight (£) Take-off witness(es)
{¢) Club Henbership number (g) Landing grid reference
(d) Glider name (h} Landing witness{es)
The Opdnance Survey Grid References should include the appropiate pre-fix letters.
There will be two XC competitions, as last year, one called the Sussex XU Leapue,

the other the Sugsex Weekend X0 League. It has been decided for the time being

not to include tow launched flights in these comps until Club policy on towing

has been finalised. Rules for the above will he as for the National XC League
{ mee Wings! )} 1988, except that entry is FREE and all flighte must be registered

with Andy Wood within one week, Weekend Club Competitions will be organised as

the weather allows but provisional dates for these appear in the Year Planner in

the center pages of this.issue. Club Nights are planned for the Saturday evenings
following the first day of a Club Comp.

Finélly, those of you planning a flying holiday abroad might
like to contact veteran SHGC member and now BHGA Overseas Travel Co-ordinator,
Tony Fuell, at his new address: Rue d}Angoussart 18, 1301 Bierges, Belgium.

Contributions and/or letters to WINDSOCK are always welcome,
s0 come on all you secret soribes, pull your ballpoints out and put pen to paper!
(If you cannot think of anything to write about, try going ?B.ﬁr towing) .

Have fun,
ICS.

2,8, It doesn't matter if you are & very low airtime pilot and feel that you are
10t sufficiently experienced to comment on towing, we need to know the wiews of
silots of all levels: so please return the guestionaire even if you are just out

3 £3; L} i
of the training school. Your opinions are just as valid as, say, John Pendry's

{slalslalslelalel

5.H.6,0, CALENDAR

ALL CLUB NIGHTS ARE HELD AT DEVIL'S DYKE FUB
UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED,

T pm onwards

SATURDAY 15th MARCH: " Parachute Repacking Session "
S4IURDAY 15th MARCH
SATURDAY 12th APRIL; " Advanced Mebeorology '

SATURDAY 10th MAY: S.H.G.C, ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.

SATURDAY 14th JUNE: " P2 Talk " & F2 Exam Session,

TOWING SITES

WE ARE STILL LOOKING FOR SITES TO DO SOME TOWING FROM. WE ESTIMATE
THAT THE CLUB MAY NEED UP-TO 3-4 PEHAPS 5 SITES,IN ORDER TO GIVE
CONTINUEATY AND SECUR{@Y IN TOWING. IF YOU KNOW OF A SITE EVEN A

SMALL SITE ONLY SUITAB}E?FOR A FEW PEOFPLE.PLEASE LET US KNOW.

JUST DROP ME A LINE GIbING BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF LOCATION AND LANDOWNER
DETAILS ETC.

B.H.G.A. A.G.M.

YET IT WDhLD SEEM ANOTHER COCK=-UP ON THE PART OF THE ORGANISERS. IT
WOQULD APPEAR. THAT WHEN WINGS COMES OUT AND WE GET OUR VOfING-SLIPS
IT WILL BE MORE LIKELY ONLY 4-5 DAYS BEFORE THE A.G.M. SO IF THE
S5.H.G.C. MEMBERS WISH TO HAVE A SAY THROUGH THE BLOCK VOTE THEN You
HAD BETTER SEND YOUR VOTES BACK QUICKLY.USE THE ENVELOPE SENT WITH
THIS WINDSOCK.

NOTE  FILM COMPETITION

THE B.H.G.A. IS HOLDING A FILM COMPETION AT THE A.G.M. FOR THE BEST
HANG GLIDING FILM OR VIDEO. IF YOU HAVE A FILM OR VIDEO AND YOUR
GOING TO THE A.G.M. TAKE IT. OR IF YOUR NOT GOING THAN WHY NOT LET
ME TAKE IT FOR YOU? (NO COMMISION) .

IF ANYONE IS GOING TO THE A.G.M, PLEASE LET EITHER JOHNNY CARR OR
MYSELF KNOW,IT WILL BE EASIER FOR US TO ORGANISE TRANSPORT TOGETHER.

FANCY . A HANG GLIDING JOB ?

THE B.H.G.A. IS ADVERTIZING FOR AN ASSISTANT TRAINING OFFICER .

TO WORK WITH BOB HARRISON, THE APPLICANT MUST BE OF P2 STANDARD,

AN INTSTRUCTOR AND OBSERVER. THE Posf IS FULL TIME AND WOULD BE
MAINLY FOR TOWING TRAINING,SO YOU SHOULD HAVE YOUR TOW ENDORSEMENT.
APPLICATIONS MUST BE IN BEFORE 4th MARCH INTERVIEWS WILL BE AFTER THE
A.G.M. ON THE 9th SUNDAY AT CRICKHOWELL. RING BOBR HARRISON &
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: Mark Woodhams is the Hiway
representative in the south east, living

| at 60 Compton Road, Brighton.

| Telephone Brighton (0273) 501 043,

FOR SALE Hiway Vision only
Immaculate condition.
Speed bar. Suit PI
right through to XC pilot.
LMark Woodhams on Brighton 501043.

Fantastic Vision demonstrator
 available for demo flights.
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the CImean 164

In response to demand by relatively experienced clubl pilots for a low cost high performance wing
with reliable and predictable handling characteristics, Aerial Arts has produced the Clubman 164.

Using the same advanced design techniques which lead to the ultra-lightweight

Clubman CFX on a glider of higher span, has resulted in a machine with a very

impressive sink rate and the sort of handling that will iron out the bumps in the
roughest of conditions.

If you are a competent pilot of twenty of so hours’ soaring experience

and are looking for a wing for effortless soaring and cross-country

flying without the expense, hassle, and heavy handling of a
competition glider, then the 164 is the machine for you,

- Standard equipment includes lower surface battens and a
St comfortable speed bar. A broad range of sail
colours is available ex stock. Optional extras

include: mylar coated leading edges,

el ball-race pulley V.B. system, and

‘pitchy’ type weight-shifter.

Contact Aerial Arts today to arrange a demonstration.
Specifications:-

Wing area_ 164 sq. ft.
Wing span 32.5 fr.
Max L/D 1 10.5:1

Minimum sink rate 180 fe.{min.
Optimum pilot weight 145-185 lbs.
Empty weight 56 lbs.

A,

30 Sillwood Street, Brighton BN 2PS. Tel: (0273) 727033




SKY SYSTEMS

Knail Business Cexiia. Ol Shareham Rd, Hove, Brighion BM3 TGS Tel: (0271} 423650

EXCLUSIVE SOQUTH-EAST AGENMTS
FOR THE WORLD BEATER
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on Sunday 19th Jan. at the Dyke Hotel (it

the January Windsock),

it was just a ‘talk meet!'
outside was enough to tow buses inte the air.

, because the wind

We had invited the big names in towing - Tony & Rona Webb,
but none were able to attend.
Harrison (the BHGA Training Officer),

and Craham Geary, We did however,

Hob gave a short talk on the types of systems available, including bridle
d told us that the BHGA had officially endorsed towing and was
keen to promote its growth.

Never mind the stickers on Magics stating 'No Towing'.
does not invalidate anyone's BHGA insurance but Bob is looking into this
anon&ly to make sure,

This apparently

Dave Perrin of Airtime Hang Gliding told ef his experience, doing his
towing endorsement with Mike McMillan on the I.0.W., explained the Koch
winch system that Mike uses, and how Airtime were going to buy a Koch
winch themselves!

Michel Carnet of Sky Systems gave a detailed. acepunt of bridle systems,
especially his own, and described the Sky Systems Static Winch.
is one the SHGC may be able to use,
Meet in Lincolnshire)

{See my report of the BHGA Towing

and one of our members, Brian
There is also the

The Sky Systems winch needs a motor car,
Webb, is willing to donate an old Mini-moke for towing.
possibiiity of coming to some arrangement with Airtime over their Koch
Some members from the Dover and Folkestone club were present, and
Derek talked a bit about the system they are developing and it seems it
will be similar to a Koch winch,
Perhaps the most important need is a flat site, The estate agents I had
contacted came up with some land for sale, but these plots were very
‘expensive (2 good ones were £24,000 and £64,000 each).
gave nis advice, we realised that buying land was too risky, especially
when he pointed out that agricultural land is dropping in price at the
S0 we are looking for land on some other arrangement (perhaps
There is nothing definite, but
Also we have advertised
and that may bring some possibilities in.

When Derek Evans

we have a ecouple of possibilities
in Farmers Wedicly (Feb,

The meeting was coneluded with the following proposals:-—

To locate sites and advise use and cost.

Investigate all systems

Investigate Club liabilities

Should the Club pay for Coach Courses (Club Towing Coach)?
IFind out numbers of SHGA members with Towing Endorsements
the number of members who want to obtain one.

e

e e

(2)
TOWING (cont!'d)

It was agreed thet the committee would act on these and put forward proposals
by the A.G.M.

ve think we have a little over £1,000 available to spend towards towing.
How (or is it 'if'?} would you like to spend it.?

That question leads us into points § & 6 above, Could members fill in the
separate questionaire and return it in the pre-paid envelope provided,

Many thanks,

Ray Swinfield.

B

REPORT ON THE B.H.G.A. TOW MEET

AT Barkstone Heath Airfield, Lincolnshire, on
25 & 26 Jan, 86
by Ray Swinfield,

L went up, crammed into a Johnny Cerr, with the Sky Systems Magical Mystery
Tour and Coach): Johnny Carr, Michel Carnet and Dave Rusbridge,

We arrived early on Saturddy but there wasn't much doing at first.

The meeting got started at about lpm with a lecture by Graham Geary (BHGA
Towing Committee Chairman) on the aerodynamics of towed flight (more on that
in next months! Windsock).

There was much discussion and argument, some of it quite heated. Then we
went out to play, and to watch others playing with their pet toys. There
was a lot of interest in the Sky Systems winch and Michel was kept busy
demonstrating hies bridle and the winch, Most of the systems there were the
payout type (towed behind a car). There was ojie other static winch - a
minute thing that looked more like a little pefrol driven (electricity)
generator”. This apparently beslonged to Len Gabriel #&nd had been around

for some years, I didn't see it in action.

I became more impressed with the Sky Systems winch. Greater heights were
achieved for a given field length and that height was achieved in a shorter
time that with a dynamic system. The dynamic systems were faster at getting
the line back to the launch point after release, ' s

In the evening we had a buffet and drinks, and discussions, stories, fairy
tales and plots were had, told, spun and cocked. Some felt that the day

had net been organised encugh and a tighter ship was promised for the next day.

B

Sunday started with another discussion. This wes very lively and heated.
Some groups swore by certain procedures that others felt were horrifically
dangerous. There was very often a split of opinion between the Sky Systems
boys and the established dynamic winch operators. The main points and
_whether they were resolved or remained in contention are outlined at the

end of this article, The discussion was very useful. Many of us learned

a lot and some important points were resolved very satisfactorily.

{cont'd) -
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Why buy Duracells for your vario?

Atr 75 each! . -
NOW THE WELL PROVEN
LINDSAY RUDDOCK

"MICROVARIO MK VA~

RUNS 50 HOURS ON A SINGLE CHEAP PP3

L.R.L. FAIRHAVEN COTTAGE. RIGEMEAD RD
ENGLEFIELD GREEN, SURRY TW.2. O.Y.G.
EGHAM (0784) 34740 (ALL HOURS)
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VINCE HALLAM: SUSSEX COLLEGE OF HANG GLIDING

HAS THE SITES & THE TIME FOR BASIC, INTERMEDIATE & SOARLNG

INSTRUCTION, SELLS AERTAL ARTS CLUBMAN AND OTHER GLIDERS.

TRADE INS., SPARES, REPAIRS, HARNESSES, VARIOS;
AND NAVBOX CONTINUOUS STRIP ROLLER MAP HOLDER
ESSENTIAL FOR LONG XC £15 + MAP,

+ HANG GLIDING ACCORDING TO FFIEFFER £9.

OR
AB

49
16

. INTERESTED 727 PHONE (0273)609925, 733914,

24151 EX 171 EARLY OR LATE
YOU LIKE,

CHURCH ST., ( LETTERS )
CIRCUS ST., ( WORKSHCP ).

SMALL A_Iii b

FOE SALE: SUPERSCORPIOM 2C
Sliding box type. Yellow
& preen, Good conditien.
Ideal for Pl weighing

11 stones or more.

3182,

FOR SKLE: liagic 3 177
9 months old, Mylar 1l/e
pall tips, aercfoils,
speedbar, V3, 4.4 0z
cloth, Very good cond-
Andy Hebb, Forest Row 332227_22057g§ig;220-

FOR SALE: Magic 3 177 156, 16 months old, il kO
50 hrs airtime only. excellent condition,’ 503 SALE Jnnk:? iirn 8
Easy handling. Perfect mylar 1/e, 8 u/s bat- HAGLC 4 166. ;fim:‘
for your first 5th gen- terns, white sail/red my}ur lff, ve T*ﬁhr“'
eration aircraft. tips, speedhar!spare tht? A.4 main Lody.
bl G ko, uprights., Ouick sale, ”1192 OHE;_Iq

Cravuley 8B5757 or £695, Phone Colin {0273) 423650, |
SrSiRtRd a0 0634-371827 after 6.30

FOR SALE: Typhoon S4

TOWING (cont'd) (3)

The flying that day was in low wind and clear blue sky with brilliant sunshine,
Unfertunately, the affair had a élumsy feel about it. The standard of some

of the airmanship, ground organisation and even flying was often poor,

Sky Systems complained bitterly that established systems were being sloppily
run with suspect procedures and I agree, They were particularly bitter

because their system was not approved but was as good as the established syﬂtens,
and certaanly being run more competently.

There were two incidents during take off. One pilét dropped a wing which
dragged for a while but the tow pulled him straight and the other was a
lock-out just after take off, Both of these happensd with the dynamic

systems. These two incidents are very pertinent to one of the main points of
contention - whether the winchman should attempt to pull a glider straight

if it skews to the side,

I gotva tow on Dave's Magic 4 with the Sky Systems winch at the end of the
day. 1 had two false starts because I wasn't used to the radio but once off,
all went well (with a little oscillation half way up), with the launch topping
out 000! from a 3000' line,

~

The Tmportant Points L ‘é

1Y i
s Several groups allowed s0 much conhmh’tf) the winchman that he would
a) Try to pull a skewed glider sbraigﬂf by applying more tension
b) Ignore a STOP slgnal if he felt the launch could ba saved.

Sky Syatems and myself were horrified about b) and spoke at length against

it. We were able to describe situations where ignoring a STOP signal could well
have been fatal, The point was taken. I think we convinced them and it seems
they will drop that dangerous idea,

On point a) - Well, thcfe was the lock-out while Ian Curran was being

‘winchman, Some demonstrations of the safety of the two point bridle and its

great stability were made, even with pllots trying to turn away from the line
('though I don't know how hard they tried and this is not recommended practice).
The majority were convinced by their experience that the winchman could straighten
a skewed glider. Ian Curran tried but the glider went intc a near lock-out

and the pilot only just recovered in time - very lucky, This convinced

Sky Systems that this practice didn't work, But then it emerged that the

glider had been assembled wrongly and so wam not, in fact, an authorised

glider. Teony Webb had apparently been towing it with na problems - the

debate goes on.

e o i

Iy opinion differs to Sky Systems, It must be recognised that 'in the dynamic
system the winchman is much closer to the glider than with the static system.
He can therefore see exactly what is happening with the glider and monltor
this. There is a wealth of experience which has found that g turning glider
cah be straightened, They say it works, although the South Lincs. Tow Group
(dynamic system) disagree with it, In fact, when Ian Curran applied the

extra pressure and saw that the glider did not respond, he immediately released
the tension, saving the pilot from a bad lock-out. The pilot did release,

but rather late.

Of course, this scheme of action would not be possible on a static winch,
This relates to the aerodynamics of towed flight which, it seems, nobody

(except perhaps Percy Mess) understands yet,
! (cont'd)



TOWING (cont'd) (4)

It is well accepted that if the glider starts to oscillate, pushing out will
lampen the oscillations. Graham Geary stated that you should push out if the
glider was wobbling because the launch was too slow, Many thought this was a
ridiculous suggestion, and a dangercus one, but I think he may not have

meant to say '"too slow". It is difficult to stall on tow but I did see

some pliders that looked damn near stalled being dragged through the air
with a very low elimb rate, I didn't fancy trying it}

On the misfortunes of Sky Systems with their lack of 'Approval', well, I feel
that the basic system is excellent and ought to have approval. Johnny and
Michel complained that no one had inspected their system but in fact, Mike .,
Appleby spent some time watching it at the winch end, At the moment, 'the
Towing Committee have doubts about the pulley fixture into the ground. They
expressed their concern that this pulley fixture must not pull out of the
ground, They wanted to be sure that it was perfectly safe. For myself,

1 think that as long as the ground is good and solid and the stakes are
driven in properly, then it would take a tank to pull them out. The Towing
Committees other reservation was about the bridle, Being cable, they were
worried that it might spring back if released under great tension, and smash
the pilot in the face, This has happened on other- systems and the fixed

leg of the usual tow bridle overccomes this danger.

However, again, Michel assured us that it will not spring back, and I have seen

no sign of ‘it doing so.
I do have two reservations about the Sky SyngﬁS'winch. One is about . «
an-aspect of the bridle, the other about préfedure, ; J

Firstly the bridle. The three ring release system used can only work if the
cable is under some tension, The weight of a small part of the line is
enough, However, there are certain situations  where the line is completely
slack, Like during a false start, when the pilot may overtake the cable and
stop, This actually happened to me. I have not been able to envisage how
something might go wrong and I could be wrong (Michel and Johnny assure me’
I'm a w—-er) but a nagging doubt remains,

The other ie tha reliance on radic, Hany other users will not have radios and
B0 procedures that do not use radios should be practiced, The procedures
exist and are well docimented, The problem errises when procedures get mixed,
as when I tried to launch. The old non-radic procedures were so well
instilled in me that the radio was a handicap, and I had two false starts,
However, the safety of the overall operation during those times was not in
question. There was no danger because the winchman (Dave Rusbridge) and
signaller (Michel Carnet) had their wits about them and acted very safely.
Redally, I should have been launched without the raddo procedure, The other
thing is that while launching on a certain tension and ndt using ‘radio, the
pilot has difficulty pulling off the tension for the release,

Anyway, I do recommend the Sky Systems winch, Michel has some inovative
improvements in the pipeline and the BHGA are continuing to check it out.
All in all a very useful and enjoyable meet. Quite an experience spending
2ll that time with the dynamic duo.who discussed and argued non-stop and had
me in stitches,

{cont'd)

Towing (cont!'d)

A point about Fites and MOTANMG:
The BHGA®is setting up a Reg
Regular Towing Sites and this will go
to Gareth James, the BHGA Airspace Co-
ordinator., It is recommended that you
use the Freephone NOTAM system, even

if -towing from a regular site, Perhaps
even if there are fewer than 5 gliders
but I'm not sure about that yet. If
you are going to tow from a non-regist-
ered site, then definitely use the
Freephone even for only one glider,

There is a height limit on tow of
2000', If you want to tow any higher,
you must write to the NOTAM office at
least two weeks in advance, requesting
permigsion and ststing the required
height. The address to write to will
be in the next Wings!.

The next BHGA Tow Meet is on the week-
end 26th/27th April at a site one mile
southwest of York. Tony Webb, Mike.
McMillan, Uncle Tom and I will be there,

Ray Swinfield - Towing Co-ordinator,

56 Ewart Street, Brighton, Sussex.
Tel: (0273) 629097,
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National League 1986,

The follewing SHGC pilets will be in
this year's League Championship:

Johnny Care

John Fendry

iichel Carnet
Dave Rusbridge
Brian Harrison

The Competition differs this year from
others in that it is being run jointly
by Percy MHoss and John Dunkner and is
holding an overseas extended 3rd Leapue
in Lachens, France, This is teo allow
all Lemgue pilots to taste Continental
flying conditions before team selection
for the major foreipn competitions.

N | A

ciub sweatshirts

NOW AVAIDABLE FROM ALL‘ COMMITTEE
MEMBERS .ONLY £7.50 EACH (THEY
MAKE GOOD PRESENTS).SIZES...
SMALL,MEDIUM,LARGE AND X .LARGE.
COLOUR 1S LIGHT GREY WITH THE
CLUB BADGE IM YELLOW AND BLACK.
YOU CAN ALSO MAIL ORDER EROM
JOHNNY CARR. ORDER NOW. ., ..

FOR BALE: Secondhand
Ball Vario G651 with
Winter ASI & digital
altimeter in metric.
£298 ono. Sky Systems
(0273) 423650,

FOR SALE: Vario
Monacor £40 ono,
Phone Airtime,




s

FREE TO ALL FULLY PAID UP MEMBERS BUT FUR NON
MEMBERS A FEE OF £I PER ADVERT WILL BE REQUIRED .

There ars few things batter
inp life than te be cruising
along several thousand feet above
the countryside, with no real
plans to land, for a while yer,
anyway. Tne miles click over
slowly below you, the scenery
changes, and sconer or later your
idea of where you actually are,
becomes decidedly foggy.

However all good things must
come to an end, and eventually
you start to think in terms of
Devonshire Teas, cold beers and a
hot dinner. The sun starts to go
down ard all of a sudden you find
that you are only 500 ft. above a
terrain that leoks as though it
has been dropped from a great
height. Those tiny shrubs that
locked so pretty from 10,000 ft.
have merged into vast stands of
tewering eucalypts, and the whole
area has become a veritable cats-
cradle of power lines, The only
available clear spaces appear
impossibly small and, anyway, the
approach into them are so
hepelessly’ cluttered that only a
fool would consider even
attempting a landing there.
Indeed, the énly alternative
Sseems to be to go off and crash
quietly somewhere. Such
situations have, in the past,
been responsible for pilet
responses ranging from religious
conversions to soiled ‘underpants,
They also tend to sort out the
well prepared cross-—country pilot
from the "soaring school pop-
out".

Although landing in reugh
country amongst obstructions can
present serious problems, there
1s no reason to expect the worst.
Provided that you stay calm,
assess the situation, and act
decisively, a reasonable landing
<an be salvaged out of the
tightest of situations. The
important thing to remember is
that you are in control of a very
naceuvreable aircraft capable of
the most extracrdinary stunts
when necessary. Pick yourself a
landing area and attack it in a

positive manner. The biggest
danger of all is hesitation.

LANDING

Th

Once you have decided which
spot you will try to (gently)
nit, the task is to get the
glider in position so that you
can dive into the field and make
a strong flare. This usually
means losing guite a bit of
height in not very much space.
While this was not a great
proclem with the gliders we were
flying a few year ago, the
improvements in efficiency made
over the past few years have made
the task of losing height guickly
into a minor art form. It takes
quite a bit of practice on
coastal sites and in smooth
inlarnd conditions for a pilot to
become a master of the art,

The easiest and most
commonly used manoeuvre for
losing height is the side-slip.
The main advantage of this is
that speed control can be
maintained at a high level
throughout the whole exercise.
There are two different ways of
inducing side slips, the most
popular of which is to simply
make a turn without pitching the
glider around as much as usual,
This. has the effect of decreasing
the rate of turn and therefore
allowing the glider to slide
sideways. Airspeed can be
controlled by carefully balancing
the angle of bank against the
rate of turn. As stated before,
it takes an awful lot of practice
to get it right.

Another more radical method
of inducing a sideslip is to
"fall out" of 'a highly banked
stall-turn, While this 'is an
extremely effective way of losing
height, the obvious dangers of
pulling such a radical stunt
close te the ground makes it an
absolute last resort.

Unfeortunately a large
proportion of tight-field landing
situations are complicated by
abnormally steep wind gradients
caused by the surrounding
obstructions, This poses
particular problems where the
landing field is short, as the
sudden decrease in headwind
improves the glide angle of the

DING IR
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glider thus increasing the
distance needed to stop the
glider. In some cases, the
cbstructions te headwird cause a
discentinuity in the wind
gradient known as wind shear.
Unless you are prepared for this,
the sudden loss of airspeed will
cause the glider to stall.
Therefore, when approaching a
larding area headwind, it's best
to dive in steeply, levelling out
close to the ground and burning
off speed before flarimg, Where
the strip is very short, it is
sometimes better to land
crosswind, as this minimises the
effect of wind shear and allows a
shorter final glide.

Of course the worst possible
scenario for a landing is where
the only clear approach path is
directly tailwind. Although it
is impossible to make a "full
stop” in such conditions, it is
still possible to salvage a
respectable landing provided that
the wind is fairly light. All
that is necessary is that a very
high grip on the uprights just
before flaring and push up,
rather than out. This will
effectively kill most of your
airspesd, but you will still hawe
some speed over the ground., If
you try to stop as soon as you
touch the ground, you will
probably just fall over. Amyway,
the tailwind will lift the
trailing edge of the glider,
causing a nose-in. This cah be
counteracted by running as hard
as you can until the back of the
keel hits the ground.

When the wind is strong,
there is very little possibility
of making a safe tailwind
landing. In such sitwations it
may be necessary to pick the
softest spot possible and use the
frame of the glider to absorb as
much of the impact as possible,
Fortunately such situations are
extremely rare, provided that you
leave yourself plenty of height
to find a safe landing area,

END

BOMEBODY lost a set of
Lightning battérns on the
Dyke in early November,
They are walting for their
owner to collect them at
Bky Systems 0273=-423650.

LOST: On 24/11/85 at Firle.
Cold sipnet ring with a
diamond in the centar. hn-
graved on the inside is
"Kevin' and "7-6-80". If
found please ring Revin
Turner on 01-518-6410 and
the drinks will be on me.

FOR BALE: Magic 1 165

As new, dark green, gold

& white. Vert little airtime

kerpt dry indoors, has not

flown for 2 years (baby).

Bargain at £645 ono.

Tel: (0273) 505892 (H)
42365G(W) .

FOR BALE: Thommen Alti

FOR SALE: Med Azur,
purple l/e, gold u/s.
Good condition, sensible
£550. Ring Eddis on
01-684-7427.

LOST ON THE DYKE 2/11/85
8ky Systems Stirrup harneess
(dark blue with 2 lighter
blue stripes on chute cover,
and Life-Pak parachute,

Ron Steadman, Redhill 65510,

SMALL_ADDS

JET 699 %
ONO

RROCE. 49¢ "

ARIA 383%

FOR SALE: Polaris Delta |
135, Black l/e, yellow
uw/e, white.mainsail.
Imnaculate condition,
only 3% hrs airtime.

£675 ono. Tel Anne on |
0273-775114,

FOR SALE; Magic 3 166
Yellow 1,edge, green
undersurface, speedbar,
V,g.¢., recent sky
Systems overhaul, 2800
ovne, Tel, 0273-202316,

FOR SALE: Magic 3 166
Dark green l/e, light
green u/s, Aerofoil
uprights + speedbar.
H ‘V.g.c. £800 ono.

Paul Ray, 04446-47262

£55. Voice activated
Talkman 2-way speakers
{size of cig packet) PP3
batteries £40., Ideal for
hang pgliding, hiking etc.
Eddie, 01-684-7427.

FOR SALE: Magic 3 166
Two tone green, aerofoil.
uprights & speedbar,
Excellent condition,
£975 ono. Phone Ian
(0273) 775114/423650,

FOR SALE: Clubman
Single Surface Glider
140. The Ideal First
Machine, Golden Yellow
Sail. 1} yeras old.

|
£550 ono, ‘Phone Chris [
Jones 01-407-6021 Ext |
239 {Work Number Please!-
Be Circumspect). {

FOR BALE: GYR 188,

Very good condition,

low airtime, Red, orange
& yellow sail, Owner
going abroad; £475,
Tel, 01-948-5608,
Gordon.

FOR_SALE: Secondhand 24°'
parachute, never used,
Complete with new Lifepak
outer bag, £169,

Tel: Sky Systems (0273)-
423650.

FOR SALE: Immaculate
Magic 4 177 with all
extrag, Call Tim Bardon
on 0273-609925.

£1001,

FOR SALE: (Pod type)
Integral harness.
£100 ono. Tel. Ray
0273-699097,

SKYSAILOR

FOR SALE: Superscorpion
Mk 2. Excelleny condition
£275, Multiceloured, |
spare uprights.

Tel: (0273) 505892 (H)

FOR SALE: Keller Harness
£100, Phone Airtime
(0273) 424861.

AP3BSO(W),

WANTED: Clubman 180 or |
150 C,F.X, Phone Goyd
on 01-602-5056 ( pm ).



