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If you have an interesting story to tell or accident to report Jjust
write it down clearly and send or give with any photos to any of
the editorial committee. Please send a S.A.E. if material is to be
returned. All items must be in by the 25th of each meonth, for the
following menths' magaz;.ne

ADVERTISING

Private advertisements for members (to sell gliders, lost and found

ete., Jare free. y

?.‘Ll commercial advertisements are charged at the following rates:
/6 of a page: £12 per year (in advance); ~/3 page: £22 per year
(in advance); full page £5 per month, or £45 per year (in advance).

H-(0734) 21481

H & W~ (0273)682499

When you're out driving your car about town or anywhere else, you don't
turn first and then look, No, you look FIRST and then turn. Otherwise it can be
very expensive. It's so basic to survival, it's instinctive. Most accidents happen
very quickly whilst the driver is distracted for perhaps two seconds. Drivers in the
air - pilots = are faced with even more possible distractions. Contrel of airspeed
and roll, assessment of groundspeed and height, vertical accelerations and deceler-
ations, turbulence of all kinds, the great view, the fantastic feeling of flight,
other gliders, The list eoculd pgo on, If you fail to look before you turn, nine times
out of ten you might get away with it, but put a dozen or so gliders up in a low
narrow lift band and your time could well be up,

On Saturday 17th..November in the afterncon, at the Dyke, twe pilots
came within seconds of that when they had a mid-air collision in the north bowl.
Very fertunately for them hoth, the pgliders did not lock together but spun around
eachother before separating. One was fully stalled but recovered fn tipe, the other
flew down to & pgood bottom landing. What stunned observers on the ground was the
apparent indifference of one of the piléts to the incident,  Unperturbed, he con-
tinued to fly for half an hour after the collision! Do you gtill wonder that hang
gliding is seen as a dangerous activity, and not as a‘sport in its own right? I've
heardlit said, "Oﬁly lunatics would try that," come from a sailplane pilet when he
waé at the Dyke one day last year, watching a sky full of weaving hang gliders.

g On a happier note, the Lee brothers, Mark and Gary, have given us
permission to bottom land in a much wider choice of fields at the Dyke, stretching
right over to Newtimbér Hill, This is a very welcome gesture and wﬁll make for

absolutely no excuses for landing in the crop fields, Study the map in this issue,

. Next time you are at the Dyke, have a good look down there and make a point of id-

entifying all the okay fields. I think you'll agree it widens your optionsconsid-

erably, both for Pl pilots and for experienced pilots doing the Newtimber run. P1

pilots should note that to get across the road from the main north bowl they should
leave the ridge not less than half way down, or else make their way along £he Y

face to the spur and then head across the road, That way you are more likely to

conserve your height,

The AGM held on the l0th. November produced a new Club Chairman, Johnny
Carr, and some other new faces, See Adri:m's report inside. The nystery of Mount
Caburn deepened further; this site is fast becéming a legend! If towing becomes
established in this country, as it alrsady is in Australia, then our dependence on
such hills will diminish, just as it did for sailplanes many years apo.

Joe Hayler, newly elected Club Competitions officer, ocutlines his plans
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for next year's local comps in this issue, Anyone who has any other constructive
ideas on the subject sheuld contact him directly.

The 'Adopt—a=-Pilot' scheme will come into effect in January to try to reduce
the gap that still exists between leaving flying school with a P1 certificate and
safely completing the first ten hours scaring. - A1l Club pilots with less than this
amount of experience will be allocabed to a Club Observer, whose job it will bG.then
to actively advise, help and encourapge his adopted Pl pilot, ideally up to and througn
the P2 exam,

The best of luck to John Pendry and Hichel Carnet over the next few weeks
in Australia where they are competing as an cfficial Dritish team in the Mount DBuffalc
Clasasic and in the Australian Natienals, [lue Strates (Australia) are sponsoring
the Duffalo comp to the tune of A$60,000, making it the most prestipious comp in the
world,

I have been roped inte doing a Santa Claus publicity flight from the byke
sometime in the next thfee weelts, so, for rehersal's sake (very deep voice) "HAPPY
CHRISTHAS TO YOU ALL!", Don't ferget to book your tickets for the amazing Christmas
Ranquet on Saturday 15th. December at Devil's Dyke. Frizes for truly original outfits!

Snowy flying,
3 Ian Carrington Smith,
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Dave "Woolie' Woolford is leaving very soon for a new job in Tellﬂviv, antd
invites everyone to a farewell beaee—u? ‘drink on Friday 7th, December at the
Sussex Yeoman pub, Guildford Road, near Brighton station, 7.30-ish.

Good luck Dave, don't forget your flak jacket, and ’affa pood time!

LR R RS

Dave Voolford, left.

left: this photo fills
A space no other photo

can, (never mind!)

right: Ian Carrington




DEVILS DYKE,

IT WOULD APPEAR THAT STILL SOME PILOTS CONTIMUE TO LAND IN THE CROP FIELDS ET THE
ROTTOM OF THE DYKE, THERE HAS ALSO BEEN A REPORT OF A SCHOOL SENDING OFF PILOTS TO
LAND IN THE CROP FIELD. ALL PILOTS LANDING IN THE CROP FIELDS WILL BE FINED £10,
for CONSISTANT OFFENDERS IF THIS IS NOT A DETERENT THEN THE CLUB IN CO-OPERATION
WITH THE FARMERS WILL BE CONSIDERING EAKING MORE DIRECT ACTION AGAINST THE PEOPLE
WHO CONTINUE TO JEOPODISE OUR SITES,PLEASE USE THE FIELDS ACROSS THE ROAD BEHIND

THE BARN. IF YOU ARE FLYING AND FIND YOURSELF GOING BELOW THE RIDGE,HEAD OUT IMMEDIATLY.

DOM,T WALT TILL YOU HAVE LOST TOO MUCH HIEGHT TO MAKE THE BOTTOM LANDING FIELD,
INTERMEDIATE PILOTS, INEXPERIENCED AND EXPERIENCED PILOTS MAKE THIS SAME MISTAKE
TIME AND TIME AGAIN, REMEMBER LEAVE THE RIDGE EARLY IF YOU ARE NOT STAYING UP, ITS
NO DISGRACE TO BOTTOM LAND EVERYONE HAS TO DO IT, YOU WILL GET FAR MORE PROBLEMS
{AND DISGRACE) IF YOU LAND IN THE CROP, ANYWAY NUFF SAID.

ON A DIFFERENT NOTE.... 18 ik
THE CHRISTMAS BANQUET IS PROVING TO BE POPULAR. IF YOU WANT TICKETS ORDER THEM NOW
PIRST CLASS, DON,T WAIT TILL TONMOROW. THERE MAY HAVE TO BE A LIMIT ON NUMBERS,

ALSO WE ARE THINKING OF HIRING A MINIBUS TO OPERATE A SHUTTLE SERVICE FROM THE DYKE

TO LOCAL TRAIN AND BUS STATIONS, IF YOU WISH TO BE INCLUDED IN THE MINI BUS PLEASE
RING WE HOW TO BOOK YOUR.PLACE, : ;

BEACHY HEAD. . _ .

THE [OG BOOK APPEARS TO HAVE GONE MISSING??? WILL ANYOWE WHO RECENTLY USED THE LOG
BOOK PLEASE CONTACT ME AS SOON AS FOSSIBLE, FOR THOSE THAT MAY HAVE FORGOTTEN THE
LOG ROOK IS FOR US ALL TO LOG DOWN OUR FLIGHTS AT BEACHY AND T8 KEPT AT THE SIDE OF
THE PUB,

HASTINGS, .

TO ENCOURAGE GREATER CO-OPERATION WITH OTHER "LOCALY CLUBS AND HOPEFULLY INCREASE
OVERALL MEMBERSHIP, A NEW SCHEME OF AFFILIATION TO THE S.H.G.C. IS TO BE TRIED.
WHAT THIS WILL MEAN IS, THAT FROM A CERTAIN GEOGRAPHICAL AREA eg HASTINGS/BEXHILL
MEMBERS WILL BE ACCEPTED ON A DUAL MEMBERSHIP BASIS i.e, PILOTS WILL PAY ASUM
EQUAL TO THE MAXIMUM SINGLE CLUR FEE THAT THEY WOULD PAY, . BUT THEY WOUED BECOME.
MEMBERS OF BOTH THE HASTINGS AND SOUTHERN CLUB, THE EFFECTIVE DISCOUNT ON JOINING
THE SOUTHERN CLUE WILL ONLY BE IF THE PILOTS JOINS BOTH CLURS AT THE SKME TIME,
ALSO TO KEEP COSTS DOWH JOINT APPLICANTS WOULD ONLY HAVE FLYING MEMBERSHIP AND A
WINDSOCK AND SITEGUIDE: ETC WOULD BE SENT THROUGH THEIR LOCAL CLUB,

-SOUTHERN MEMBERS WOULD ALSO HAVE THE BENEFIT OF BEING ABLE TO FLY HASTINGS SITES,

PLEASANT RISE FARM, .

DAVE CLAYTON HAS TOLD ME THAT HE WANTS ALL SCHOOLS ‘WHO COﬂTET»TPLA‘l‘E_: USING THIS SITE
TO FIRST GET HIS APPROVAL AS CHAIRMAN OF THE E,.H.G.A, TRAINING COMMLITTEE.

P.5, NOTE ON THE CHRISTMAS BANQUET WEEKEND A FLY — IN WILL BE ORGANISED RY JOE & JOHNNY ©

2/,
3/

4/

5/

6/

Minutes of the SHGC AGM held on Saturday 10 November 1984
at the
Devil's Dyke Public House at 8p.m-

Presentation of Club trophies preceded the main AGM business. All cups,
medals and trophies won by Club members, both nationally and
internationally, within the last year also provided an impressive display
which was highly commended in a congratulations address from
Derek Evans, BHGA Competitions Committee Chairman.

Iast year's minutes were circulated.:

Dave Bluett then opened the formal proceedings with a brief roundup of
the years' achievements, pointing out that SHGC meémbership was increasing
noticeably against the national trend. After thanking the Committee for
their hard work through the year he explained that he felt it was time to
hand over to scmeone else and so would not be standing for re-election.

Peter Day gave the Treasurer's report (copy enclosed) which reflected the
healthy membership in cur current bank balance of £3151.44. Discussion
took place on the variobs topics involved including the low figure of £20
collected in temporary site fees between 01 ‘May and 31 October '84.
Adrian Whitmarsh {Sec.) said that he felt this reflected the increased
full membership of pilets flying cur sites. PBoth Peter Banks and
Richard Halpin expressed a desire to assist in ensuring non members paid
temporary fees. Peter Day put forward a proposal that the AGM date be
changed so that the financial year coincides with the membership year -
i.e. be held in May. This was seconded and passed, after it was pointed
out that this would entain an extraordinary general meeting in May 'BS
and that the committee elected teonight would stand for 18 months.

Chris Bartram gave the sites report, during which Roy Venton-Waters
(director of Southdown Sailwings and rot an SHGC member) put forward the
theory that the Mill Hill Bye-law did not cover powered aircraft and that
‘therefore by definition did not prevent a hang glider fitted with a lce
moter from flying there! Much doubt was voiced by Committee members who
promised to recheck the Bye-law wording. Chris went on to remind pilots
of the need to maintain the best possible regard for landowners, farmers
and their land and property, including crops. Specific mention was made
of Mount Caburn, which, it was suggested, could be discussed fully in Any
Other Business. i

In his report of Club Safety matters Kelvin Wilson stressed the
importance of reporting even minor incidents to avoid one persons
incident becoming the next accident, although he felt this was slowly
being understood. On the whole the SHGC record in the last year had been
good with, thankfully, no fatalities.




T Club Coach, Dave Rusbridge, explained his disappointment that not enough
new Pl members made use of the large amount of collective experience
within the Club by saying that he had often found pilots turning up on
site, rigging and flying without talking to any experienced pilots
beforeharnd about conditions and their own experience level. He stressed
that although the Club can hold Pl seminars etc., it was no use unless
people made use of the facilities.

a8/ Michael Carnet had incorporated his report on the Club XC league in the
Presentations and had highlighted the success of Club pilots in their
number of flights and distances flown.

above: Chris Bartram

Peter Day : Dave Hushridge Helvin Wilson

9/  Jan Martello, who had been co-opted onto the Committee during the year to

* handle PR stressed the need to create a positive, good public image of

hang gliding and that the achievements of XC and competition flying was

one of the best ways of doing this. She said it was hoped to organise a

“Santa Claus” publicity flight this Christmas from the Dyke, whmh the
local media had alrpady expressed an interest in.

10/ Chris Bartram covered the topic of Windsock by thanking the Editorial
team who had helped considerably over the last few months and appealed
for new contributions from all members. The improved standard of the
magazine was noted and it was felt to be an important part of the Club's
activities.

11/ Secretary, Adrian Whitmarsh, summed up by saying that he felt the Club
was in a very good position numbers and thus finance wise and that
providing we continued at this level we were in a unique position
nationally in which to push the achievements of hang gliding. Notably in
our potential to progress towards tow-launching and then possibly a
permanent site, although this would require thoughtful use of our
resources over the next few years and not a headlong rush just to spend
money. However, it was vital that everyone appreciated the need
to protect our present.sites and that we should all work towards that.
Adrian also appealed for more members to become involved in running the
Club saying that the easiest way to get more out of our sport and learn
more from and about the people in it was to get up and do something. For
example, writing for Windsock didn't just mean articles by top
.competition pilots. It.meant that the newest Club pilot should write
about his/her favourite/latest fiying experience. Also, the more help
there is to run the Club the more that can be done.

i = - A s 3 : - R
12/ Dave Bluett then asked the '83/'84 Committee to stand down and called for

13/

nominations for the re-electicns.

Chairman: Johnny Carr: p/l. Bluett . Whitmarsh
Treasurer: Peter Day: p/J. Hayler - Gagsttes

Safety Officer: Kelvin Wilson: p/C. Bartram s/D. Bluett
Sites Officer: Chris Bartram: p/D. Bluett s/A. Whitmarsh
Club Coach: Dave Rusbridge; /P, Martello s/h. Whitmarsh
Competitions

Co-ordinator: Pepe Martello: p/J. Martellc s/D. Pusbridge (Assi
Michael Carnet: p/A. Whitmarsh s/J. Carr

Joe Hayler: p/C. Bartram s/V. Hallam

P.R: Jan Martello: p/D. Bluett s/D. Rushbridge
Secretary & Adrian Whitmarsh: p/D. Bluett s/J. Carr
Membership:

Windsock Editorial: Jan Carrington-Smith: p/J. Carr s/P. Day
Chris Bartram: p/T. Carrington s/P. Barks

lan Hartello Johnny Gars

The result of this was that Tan decided he would assist Chr
were both elacted to the Committee! i

Following his earlier expressed wish to monitor Club Memberships
Richard Halpin was nominated to assist the Membership Secretary and duly
voted inl

The '84/85 Cammittee, having been elected and then after a break for
food, progressed to A.Q.R:

Mount Caburn.- Mu&.h concern was expressed over recent events surrounding
this site. Adrian Whitmarsh explained the latest position of the
landowner, Lord Hampden; which was that he did not want ANY further hang
gliding to take place there due to the "incidents" previcusly advised of.
Although the Committee had persisted in trying to get a meeting with
Mr. Hampcden he had refused. This lead Johnny Carr to ask the méeting
that if anyone had any other information or influence to advise the Club




14/

15/

16/

17/

for winning the Sussex XL Leapue.

now.  Vince Hallam was eventually prompted to remark that he had written
permission to fly the site and that if anybody wanted to do so they had
to seek his permission and would have to sign a "site rules" undertaking.
In conclusion Johnny Carr pointed out that the Club could have no further
say in the flying of Mount Caburn and that as we knew the farmer,
Richard Brickell, had no cbiections, providing it did not interfere with
him nor cause him any hassles, we could only leave it upto individuals to
decide whether or not to visit the site knowing the situation.

Tow=-launching. After some discussion a proposal was put by
Peter Bolton, and seconded by John Pendry, that the Committee take stepes
to investigate the possibilities, potentials, pitfalls and costs involved
in this, with the eventuwal aim of setting up a suitable system for Club
uge.

Following on the theme that the Club had the ability to invest resources
in certain directions it was agreed that Dave Clayton should investigate
the possibilities of the Club owning intermediate glider(s} for use of
new members.

Cecil Phillips seems to have created a tradition of presenting a bottle
of sherry at each AGM, to be raffled, with the proceeds to Club funds.
Adrian Whitmarsh thanked him. for this and, tickets having been sold
during the evening at 10p each, Gary Lee, one af the Dyke farmers, was
asked to make the draw.. Amongst cries of “fix", it was claimed by Diane
~ Johnny Carr's better halfl

The meeting was formally closed.

AW

Some photos from the prizegiving at the AGH, piven away by Den.

Tohn Fendry receives his trophy

Jehnny Carr wins a Cup for the Johnny wins yet again, this time
: it for the Out & Return leapue.
best foreign competition result.

Michel Carnet receiving his Cup for

winning the British Championship,

Tim Bardon receives his Cup (a welcome

riz

fe)
Pt bt e R e S

change from sports bags) for Lhe best

nevcomer in competitions.

ADVERT

Dear Chris,

siving photos, (continue

John Pendry wins the 'Pilot of

the Year' award for his out-

standine performances,

R N ey
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LETTERS,

I an getting some sweaters made in food ouality material with the

Club motif on then,

or Lxtra Large,

Host colours are avallable,

The price will be approximately £8,50,,

Sizes are Small, Nedium, Larue,

subject to. demand, Rin:

ne, Bddie, on 01-G84-7427 (Croydor) for full details. An ideal Christmas pdft!

THE SUNDAY TIMES,

THE biggest reptile ever to
terrorise the skies is to.rise from
the grave next year to shed some
light on one of palacontology’s
deepest mysteries — how on
earth it managed (o get air-
horne, let nlone flourish for

YDLIJ"S,

Bddie Horseliald.

R R R

140m years or 50, And President
Reagen should be among the
first to know,

Next summer the pterodactyl
Querzaicoarius  morthropi i
scheduled to unfurl its huge 361t
wingspan - albcit only in
mechanical reconstruction - for
the first time in 70m years. It is
planned to launch this life-size
wotking model of “Big Q" above
the Mall in Washington, right
in front of the White House,

Studying its every flap will be
It boilders, a team of sclentists

from the US National Air and
of

Soayineiin . parl

leathery skin, long neck smd
sharp beak, It weighed about 12

. stone and, instead of having

feathers on its “wings”, fMew
with the aid of two membranes
stretched between its body and a
groasly elongated forelimb -
something 1 the webbing
between human fIngers. Another

. thing that must have made

genuine flight hard for ‘it was
the complete mbaence of a tail to
steer with, i

The .scientists - believe. that
many of the questions will be
answered ns they go through the
nerodynamic ‘and mechanical

Iculati needed io recon-

] ned Smith-
sonian Institute. Not even Brian
Duff, the project's coordinator,
knows how well such a gigantic
prehistoric creature conld fly.
Sclentists have long wondered
about ft, because all mero-
dynamic theory suggests It had
no right to do so.

As Duff describes it, Big Q
must have looked like a hang-
zliding  crocodile, with  its

which will be

struct their version of Big Q,
based on the
impressive fossil found in Texas
in 1971. Could such an ungainly
creature actually flap its wings?

-Did It really just glide on the alr

currenta?’

Soma  Iatest aeronautical
materials will be naed in It,
Incloding carbon-filbre “com-
posites™ that comhbine lightness

with great scrength. This Bi
will be radio-controlled, Eng
have battery-powered motors o
help it flap Ita wings, as well 2y
AR awtomatic pilot mechanism
for it to make In-flight ndjust-
ments .

The ge-ahead should be given
#a Wednesday, when the project
feasibllity study Is expected to
be favowrahle. The stody has
been done by Paul MacCready,
the Callfornian  seronautical
englacer who built the first
human-powered flying machine
in 1977.. The idex for the preject
cama from MacCready,

Asswming -llﬁus to plan, the
muoseusn wants Blg Q to star in
an  educational film om all
aspects of flight. “We hepe,”
says Duff, “that It will become
the ET of scientific films."
Given the current success of
“creature™ movien In the US,
Big Q could also turn out 1o be

big box-nMice, T
i lan Williams
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CLUB COMPETITIONS FOR 1885 by Spanish Jee (Competitions Hanager).

T e

|

So I am on the S.1.5.C. Committes: What does that mean? Well I ean tell

Thinking of buying a Vario?
~ASK WHAT BATTERIES IT NEEDS, HOW
MANY AND HOW LONG THEY LAST,
NOW THE WELL PROVEN LINDSAY RUDDOCK(|. get the experience il you @ot? How many Clubs can say we have Champions of Australia, Austria, Italy,

ICROVARIO

RUNS 50 HOURS ON A SINGLE CHEAP PP3
(OR 100 HOURS ON A PP3 SIZE DURACELL)

L.R. L. FAIRHAVEN COTTAGE. RIGEMEAD ROAD.
ENGLEFIELD GREEN, SURRY TW.2. OY.G.
EGHAM (0784) 34740 (ALL HOURS)

you, L was very glad te hear Derek Evans speak about the achievements of last year.

I am trying to tell you that you are in the best Club most probably in the: world,

especially when our sites are not really very good, Take out the Dyke and what have

Spain, America and France? Record helders of World, Europe and Britain, and that is

T

only part of it! Only one man has ever taken the British Championship away from

5.H.G6.€., that was Bob Calvert. This Club is the envy of every club and you should

HARNESSES— i 4 be very proud.

Lﬁz:;::;t'sﬁused;;"ﬁhes“_“e“f“l Well, that was nice but we cannot live on past glories; now we have to
et N Marnesses’, now i
«=yOU a new range from AIRTIME. . for the future, Uho amon-zt us is the next champion - it could be you - can you

"Stirrups, coc avail g
:oons all avail i i 4 ; ; A ; 5
PS, able in beat these old champions? We can nelp you bub in return we need your help and en-

EMWWWWMMMMIEIMWWHI

standard or de-luxe versions;
GLIDERS=Agents for the Goldmarque: thusiasm., From the first weelkend in Febuary you can demonstrate how pood you are;
Gyr & Shadow, plus the new Phantom :
the only choice for the Pl Pilot.
;:i::::oplz; ?f::::iﬁ;:ﬁi:?;::::;up to | the Sugsex XC Leapgue sponscred by Sky Systems (starts

- conversion to type. Under the guidance : | lst, March 1985), ‘Second, we start a new Cross Country

00 A A

vwe kick off the new competition season, First, we have

of senior B.H.G.A. Reg. Instructors. e ; -
! % ¢ . competition sponsored by Kent Ceilings, only for week-
WIRTIME Hang Gliding,".." " -
‘E*fS,HrdeSt-.Upper Bee end XC flights, but you can enter hoth comps if you

Left: Bill Newton, iy :
i - Tel:0903 814173, He et i | want to. Thirdly, we have the Club Competition itself,
Creator of Blob, : | ¢

and this is the most important., On the first weeskend

touches downl e

of every month, from Febuary through to O¢tobér, we

s

|+ will compete as part of the National Hang Gliding
Club, It will work somethinp like this:
ALL elub nembers are invited te talke part by first

putting your name down on the list which will be pinned

to the 5.H.G.C. notice board inside Devil's Dyke pub.

EPANISH - JOT

You should do this by 3lst. January, or write to me
personally. All those repistered by then will be
selected for the teans, each of which will be headed by a League member with an
assistant for times when he is missinpg., We have the support of all League pilots on
» 3 thia, A Tasks will be set according to the weather conditions and each team member's

score will be pooled, The scoring systems will be announced at the start of the comj,

I can promise that on the first weekend of each month we will compete for

the Club Trophy and National Trophy and others to be announced later. Now, like

m i r_‘verytﬁinn_else, there will be some rules but hopefully not too many.

This month's contributions were from: CE, ICB, Adrian Whitmarsh, Spanish Joe, Please tell me if I have your support. There will be trips to other clubs

bddie Horsefield, Slkysailor magazine,; and Europe, but nothing can be arranged without support, so do not let your team
Photos, bromides by Pepe lartello; dillustations by Teny Payne, down and let's pet everyone who wants to improve their skills involved,
FRAFEERAEFRREERRB SRR T AR

Cartoons by Bill, Skysallor, Vol Libre, HEEB A

i ngrt

Mana nks, Keen 'em




on  the glider will be a1 downward pitching

moment . This counteracts both the matural

tail-heaviness of most gliders when at rest

and the wpward pitehing moment that the POST- Pl CHRISTAS PRIZLE QUILZ compiled hy ICS,

acceler lan durin i i

dan't m:::t 1 c:nscignus JU(I';HDFL:H::I: thlaf n:sn: Brenitoia ol sl haydng Het s Hthanios e Ves oraL IR L gt TRy

down during takeoff, the nose will plteh up, Choose the answer you think is the most correct.

making It wirtually impossible to run properly. ) There is a low pressure system over the North Sea and an anticyclone over Ireland.

As you pick up speed, this downward pitehing

f i At our Southern sites would you expect the wind to he mainly
afce can be augmented by pushing dewn an the

A*fr?mc uprights, thus _movins the centre of FU] Jobe e by (b} Southerly - (e) Westerly (d) Hertherly,
ON TAKECFF gravity forward. It's important 1o remember F it
- that the flying speed of an wunladen glider is i 4 3 4 i ;| -} SRy
b et L E e e cequired flying 2) During pre-flight inspection, what is the final check you should sake before
speed with a pilot attached. So just because atartine vour take—of run?
: the  glider  Is  lifting it doesn't stentingiychn eakesodl tlng
11 should be perfectly obvious to anyone that 2 * p 5 ' J g
the act of taking off is: the single most "f"wm“'““y follow that it's ready to take a) Your leg loops are around your legs., (b) You are clipped into the glider,
f
important part of any flight. In marginal LARfe ' i i i
3 ; vy : & - z or taking-off,
conditions, the quality of the takeoff s e c) The wind direction  (d) There are no other gliders landing ng
often the difference between staying up and | ———® . ¥ ) ; : . 1
bombing out; and, of course, amy sub-standard % e it 3) During your take-off run, with straps already tight, the right wingtip drops and
takeoff carries with it - the horrifyin FEIEEN.. e antnylle Lo SRl b
prospect af lass af control close to Ythz achieved as a gradual progression as you allow [che Elider et &) ri!;ht G T LR
H the glider to fly and to |ift you off the 3
greund. Put simply, poor takecoff technigues , a 4 Py - e bar and stop runnin
Sanie andl doj k(00 e (0 pherelforel deubly ground, This is best achieved by slowly a) Push out on the P &
distressing to find that, despite the obvlous “'T';'“‘ the """’"“"l”d P”;‘”’; e lihﬂ A-frame b} Pull in on the bar and run harder
importance af takeoffs despite e oo T | s s e 1 SR OLIEER AR D £ 2 01 SpencilEise neghine i
I i £ prevailing conditiens and the nature of the ¢} push out on the bar, lean left and stop running

advances in glider technology and despite the
advent of highly-priced, professional tuitien,
large numbers of pilets (frem novice to cxpe-
rienced) afe still treating tlakeoffs with an
amazing nonchalance. This article cannot hope
to correct this disturbing slackness, but
hopefully It may wake a few people up and

site, it may or may naot be npecessary to pull
in slightly to gain extra speed. The most
important thing a1t this stage Is to get clear :
of any concentrated air, turbulence or wind 4) When going prone after take-off, should you

gradient associated ‘with the edge of the hill; : . -
and to get into your- pormal flying moede and a) lock at the ground (b) look at’'the control bar

d) pull in on the bar, lean left and run harder,

maybe even help them to improve thelr takeaffs. rhythm as quickly as it Is safe to do 50, ! ¢) leok up ahead (d). leok at your stirrup,
So, whit makes a pgood takeoffl? For the CONSOL IDAT 10N | 5) In soaring conditions, your first turn after take-off in & erossed wind should he

purpeses of this article, 1 have split the - z %
takeoff inte four stages: ground handling, | 'f You follow these steps, you should have a) any direction  (b) downwind (c) dnto wind (d) whatever everyone else is doing.
running, 1iftoff and consolidatiaon. Although | Hirle ”““{’!5 developing ) safe, clficlent :
will look at these separately, it is important | 2@ satisfying takeoff technique. But tech- i

i i i i 6) You have the ridge on your left, Another glider is coming at you at your height.
to realise. that in practice, these stages are | N1Gue is only a part of the process. A perfect ) ! ok o ‘ : .

Inseparable and mutually dependant. Takeoff Is t:.;hnin:n.r:F witl still i red-,ult [ln suslpcc: take- You should
o . . effs wnless an  attitude o tota single= .
a precess, not a series of isolated events. 3 : X 3 2 8 5 -
b o )\ minded commitment is achieved for every a) Assume he will move and continue straight ahead {b} look lert, turn left
takeoff. Vhen you are taking off there should i 5
S PN, & 3 { + iht i
R LG be only onc thing in your mind -- getting off ¢) look right, turn right  (d) turn right, look right.
) i he ground well., Ever takeoff should be i X
| If you are golng to- take off properly, it is t g LERY < i ; g :
1 essent Ll thad e Ky A s oy and cojnfiden[ approached as if your Iife depends on It... ?)  Yeou are turning and find another plider heading at you, Should you

approach 1o ground handling. The eonly way aof LR RO 1L do”_'

i i i a) Continue your turn {b) Stop your turn
developing your ground handling technique 13 £ 2

| practice, and lots eof {1, You don't have to e¢) Turn right (d) Take action to avoid a collision.

| actually drive to a hill to practice ground l :

i . . 'y } e W14 v

1 panelpne., ARVIESPANMREAIR A TEs enot Bhig,D : ; 8) You find yourself flying near the hill, unable to top land. - Should you

provide fairly smoath alr is good enough. All
you have to de s get into your harness and
carry ihe glider about, opractice: standing
$1ill  and keeping the glider level in both

a) Push the bar out to achieve minimum sinking speed

b} fly f‘aét as close to the hill as possible

::'Iiltial‘i:i ofpl\r:uz"rll rurlamj A i ¢) stay at least 3 wingspans away from the hill, flying at minimum sink spoed
| RUNNTRG q) stay at least 3 wingspans away from the hill, flying slightly faster than nors I

There is only one correct way to hold your 9) You find yourself still lesing height down the face of the hill, Should you consider
glider, from when you pick it up to when you
are just about ready to lift off and that i
by tiking a fafrly low grip en the A-frame
uprights and allowing  the wuprights to rest
against your farearms and, if possible, your
shoulders. Ay you lean your body forward, as
you must for a good run, the subsequent force

a) staying in the ridge 1ift at all costs
b) leaving the hill for the bottom landing field

¢} metting closer to the hill (d} flying slower.
3 (continued)

SKYSAILOR




{uiz continued}
10) You see that you will not reach the proper bottom landing field from your
height, Should you

- at all costs (b)) Cly straight ahead until the pglider lands

a) stay in rigge 1i

o) stay out of erop fields at all costs (d) make &

e forced landing. (

11) Santa Claus uses a compass needle when he poes home after Christmas, This

will point him to

a} the True Morth Fole (k) the Mapgnetic MNorth Pole {c} the Urid North Fole

d) Tce Staticn Zebra.

e (000 000 00000000 —— e

Prizes awarded to the first two correct sets of answers, on postecards, received by

15th, December 1984, Bend your enbtry with your total logged airtime to either of

G Situation=

the Windsock editors. Why not tell us some of your flying adventures at the same 2 ; t"&:"m;rﬂ
emediy-

time? Ed’“;"‘llr'ﬂhcyhh

VINCE HALLAMS, SUSSEX COLLEGE OF HANG GLIDING ,

IATE &

HAS THE SITES & THE TINE FOR BASIC, INTERM
SOARING INSTRUCTION, SELLS GYR, SHADOW & NEW
SPACESHIP WARE 1

" The Rules

INTERMEDTATE CLUBMAN AND THE NEW
25 Kg, 90° PER SECOMD, &Omph, NOT TO PRICEY, OF
TRADES. ., SSC GYR, ATLAS ETC ALSC SPARES REPAIRS Y

: The Air

HARNESSES ETC.

INTERESTED! !? FPHONE Btn 24151 EXT 171
& 600825 -FEARLY OR LATE AS YOU LIKE,

18 , QUEENS RD (LETTERS)

16 , CIRCUS ST [WORKSHO®)
PEC IS
BH’T’SH _ i New Gyrs and Shadows
HAN‘G GL!D’NG New Fhantoms
SCHOOLS Part exchange on good
Super Scorpions . T8
LONDON & WALES I . J
Siudior
;&m‘ The iower
JANTED =3 R, y;l-havommr
Fully qualified BHGA . Skyriders L e
Instructor for part- : british hang gliding school
Fime weekend work, 15 St. Mary’s Green, Biggin Hill, Kent.
£40 per day, DEC 84 Telephone: Biggin Hill (09594) 73996




HILLSIDE GOSSIP, by E. Dleifsroh.

" It could be a MAGIC year for Hick Mayer in. '65"

T R T

" Wackers of the month: S5.H.G.C Committee for saying the A.G.M, was on Nov, 3rd.;
what was the weatherman's talk like at the recent social.,.... hal hal .,.,..."

T

" pave Clayton tells me he's having an Indian curry Xmas Day, he's fed up with
turkey after the League Final. "

F R

"There's no truth in the rumour that parry Puckey has given up hang gliding,"

B R

. " Baw Steve Goad a few days ag0,...ssss 0ld hang plider pilots don't disappear;

they just f-a-0-8 AWAY..sssseeasssnssass’
Ea LRI ERE SR 2T
" LOOK OUT!! Dave Bluett 's at it again! He recently boupght.another 4 litre
Stingray. Getting it ready for the road, he tells me. Rubbish! He's really
trying to memorise all the Esso filling stations in southern England. He'll
need a P,P,L. for this monster!
i EXE RS EER LTS 3
" I am looking forward to meeting the Aussiefrog Champion next year!®
LE R AL L L S i
" Terry Dawvis hopped over the fence at the Dyke recently..... ouch!,,.tear,,.rip.
He's now fitting a muscle box; it will make the landings a doddle!"
HAEHEFERERAR
" The gther league final you didn't hear about......
1. Terry Davis (drinks a pint in 5.2 secs) SHGC
2, Pepe Martello (trailed in second) SHGC
3. Jill  (notice bottles of Pils at.end of table)  SHGC

P TR R
B3R AR R R RN

" The '84 AGH pot off to its usqal late start, ¢uite a few points were raised,

mainly by Ian Grayland. He pave a fair impression of the singer Joe Cocker.....

Where do you pét that sturff Ian?? "

AR N

" I hear Spanish Joe has pone in for power RO (it

He's on the G.H,G.A, Competitions Committee and the 5,H.G.C. Competitions Committee,.."

R |




SAFETY AMD THE LAUNCH

by MICHAEL GILL

There are three main flying sites around
Canberra which vary considerably in height,
slope and the amount of ground cover, Th: most
popular locality for westerly winds 15 Mount
Spring while easterly conditlions are catered
for by Lake George and Pig Hill, At all three
sites pilots have had heart stopping sxperien—
ces during or just after their takeoff. |In
almost all cases the cause of these experien-
ces has been a combination of facters which
have reduced the margln fer safety consider-

ably.

Probably the single most important factor
after mastering the basic technique I3 the
pflot's mental attitude., The takeoff should
not be-regarded as a clashing of wills between
MNature and the pilot nor should it be viewed
a5 a competltion between the pliot's ability
A
number of pllots appear to develop an attitude
which can best be described as "In God we
trust®. These iIndividuals tent to fling them—
selves off iInte the blue with little regard

te Tly and Nature's ablility to step him.

for the condithons.

Goed flying attitude has to be developed over
time and, to some extent, by a wariety of
expertences. Inltilally, the pilot should have
respect for the wind and Its power and have an
understanding of the lImltations of his skill
and that of his glider. 5kills have to be
developed and Improved over time. Achleving a
perfect takecff on your flrst ‘high launch
doesn't necessarily mean that you can do it

.under all conditions or at all sites. All

gliders have certain limitatiens as a result
of design declisions during manufacture.
Penetration s a good example of this and
varied considerably belween glider models.

It is witally Important that all pilots deter-
mine an appropriate margin for safety and
stick to it. Too many fliers try to fly at the
limit of their ability and that of their
gliders. The purpose of a safety margin iz teo
give the pilot.a reasonable chance of survival
if something does go wrong. Takeoff speed
should be ' well above stall ‘and weather
conditiens should be carefully studied for
cycles and gusts. Pre-flight checking should
be meticulous and a hang check should be
carried out every time. Some pilots carry a
small check list card which Is tled to their
harness. Simllar to commercial pilots, the
card is read and checked against all pre-
flight activity.

FREE TO ALL FULLY PAID UP MEMBERS BUT FOR NON
MEMBERS A FEE OF £1 PER ADVERT WILL BE REQUIRLD

SMALL ADS.

54 RACER MYLAR L/E RAINEOW
UNDERSURFACE SPEED BAR
SPARE UPRIGHT. GLIDER 10
MONTHS OLD £825 one
TEL H-0344 427153

W-0256 56233 Ext 2006

FOR SALL ¢ ATLAS I6é KED
LIKE NEV, ALL LIGHT BLUE
PACKABLE IN 7 FEET

T MONTHS OLD £650 o.n.o
0273. 505892

SUFER SCORFTON LARGE, ¢,

MULTI-COLOURED SALL, NEW TOP
& BOTTOM WIRES, NICE HANDLING |
& good condition, £300 ona, I
pete newson on 01-641-0255,

FOR SALE: MAGIC 165

GOOD CONDITION, RED & WHITE
EXPONENTIAL UNDERSURFACE.
FLYS HIGH., £ 625 ono.

KEITH HACKETT ON 0424-443230,

FOR SALE:
e ———

For Sale: GShadow 180,
orange sail with white
mylar 1l/e. Very good
condition - £699,
FPhone 0273-505892.

LINDSAY RUDDOCK
MKV VARIO/THOMMEN ALTI £145,
SUNTOR COMBASS £7,50.
DROGUE CHUTE £10.,
DART TYPE HARNESS, BLUE

AS NEW £110. 01-684-7427

EDDIE HORSEFIELD,

Safe launching all!

: The
. NEW LOOK

DEVIL'S DUKEm

Public House

and Restaurant
(Sunday lunches our speciality)

Come and See us
NOW!

Even Satan would be
impressed

Tel: POYNINGS 256

“Mark Woodhams is the Hiway

representative in the south east, living
at 60.Compton Road, Brighton, *
Telephone Brighton {0273) 501 043.
Excalibur 177 for sale. Rainbow
undersurface and stinger, £900.

Fantastic Vision demanstrator
available for demo flights.

R. DONALDSON & SONS

POINT OF SALE AND DISPLAY STANDS
SHEET METAL AND WIRE WORK
COMPANY REGISTRATION No. 420340
VAT, REG No.218 5653 63

LIMITED. (1946)

79A LANDSDOWNE ROAD
CROYDON, CRO 2BF
ENGLAND

TEL. 01.688 7868




